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i The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
- #boſe true Comforts adminiſtred bere. For 
mndeedthe only True Comforts in Trouble are 
jurb ar Religion ſupplier Men with; And 


Thoſe( Madam Jare: ſo powerful that I can- 
not but promiſe my ſelf ,Xou will taſte theſmeet 
Refreſhment s they bring, if theſe Meditations 
ſhall be allowed the Privilege of bearing you 


company in your moſt Melancholy Rerire- 
wear. ; 
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He Reputation of this Little Book, 
with which the Reader is here pre- 
ſented, ſeems abundantly eſtabliſhed 


| by the -great Pains taken to com- 
municate it to Mankind, in moſt Languages 
of the Chriſtian World. But fince the Eug lh 
Verkon hitherto in uſe, was in ſome places 
grown obſolete, and in many fell ſtort oi that 
Life and Spirit requikte for ſuch Devotional 
Tracts, it was thought expedient to recom- 
mend it by a Style more modern, and alittle 
better ſuited to Subjegs of this Nature. 
In this Attempe che Latin of Caſtellio is chief - 

ly followed : He hath taken ſome liberty in 
places peculiarly relating to the Romiſh Super- 
ſtitions. And the preſent Tranſlator hath not 
only trodden in his Steps thus far; but, in che 
Chapters which concern a MonkithLife parti 
cularly hath endeayoured ſo to expreſs himiet 
ö | A 3 = 
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for the moſt part, as that ſuch Meditations 4 


z The PREFACE: 


might be accommodated.to the Circumſtances 
of any Pious Chriſtian, who declines the Plea- 


ſures and Bulineſgand other Interruptions of: 
the World, and ſequeſters himſelf to the Exer- 
. Cſeof Devotion and ſeverer Virtue. . 


This was thought moſt agreable to the great 


J Deſign he had in view, that of rendring theſe 
Reflections of general Uſe to the World, For 
which reaſon alſo, he hath- not been nicel 


cloſe in many of the Flights uſual with theſe 


| ee e tae and Myſtical Divines. Think- 


it better either to give thoſe Rapturous 
Paget ssecher Turn; or, by Additions and 
Hluſtrations of his own, to bring them down 


to che common Condition of. Humane Life, 
and fit them for the manghs of. V Sincere 


Practical Chriſtian. 


In order to preſerve the Z eal and Spirit of 
the Author, It was found neceſſary, ſometimes 
to abrid ge, and at others to enlarge a Thought 
and carryid a little higher. All which che Roa⸗- 


© der hath this Warning of, to-: prevent any Ob- 
joections which might otherwiſe be razfed againſt 
the Faithfulneſs of anUndertaking; Intended 


not ſo much to acquaint Eagliſhßh Men What 


Kempis thought, as to convey Thoſe thoughts 
vith ſome degree of that Sprightlineſs and affe- 
ctionate Warmth which the Orig — 
fer at firſt felt from them. 24 

And becauſe the Reader wilt perhaps ck 
ſome Account of. him, here follows in brief 


the Subſtance of what Roſweid batly delivered 


Soncerning him. 
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| „This Thomas was called a"Kempisfroma 
BF * little Village of that Name, in the Dioceſe ob 
c(ccolegne, where he was bornin the ear oft 
14 «. Longg38p.His Paxentage and Foxtupewere 
( niean ; At Thirte#n Years eee | 
A e Studfes, and about Nineteen bet 1 = 
*to a Monaſtry of Auguſtine Monks; About, 
&« Five and Twenty he tbok the Habit of that 
«< Houſe and Order. There he continued fbr 
« the ſpace of Seventy Years, particulafly emi- 
e nent for his Piety, Humility, diligent Study 
of the Holy Scriptures, Auſterity of Life, mo- 
eving Eloquence in Diſcourſe, and Extraordi⸗ 
e nary Zeal in Prayer. For his Perſon, He 
4 was of middle Stature, of aſtrong brown * 
„ Complexion, a lively piercing. Eye 3and # 
«© Sight ſo good, that though. he. laboured, 
e much under other Infirmities of- old Age, 
yet he was never reduced to the uſe of Spect. 
* acles. He dyed © Fuly 25; 1471, in the 
** Ninety ſecond Year of his Agg. 


- we > 
> Þ * 


\ | = 
* 2 ob 


S 


We 
"=. 


4 | D 58 L5G THIS 2 

As tothe Diſpute, whether this Book were 
of his Compoſition, I am content to ſubmit to 
common Fame; and lea ve him in quiet Poſſeſ- 
ſion, not ſecing of what conſequencę it can be, 
to call his Title in queſtion, or examine into 
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7-000 os fore ils : ih os fu] 6k 
Of t he Cintempt of the Vanities 'of the Werld. 


'J E that followeth me, ſhall not walk in Dark- 
? neſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life, ſays 
1 that Chriſt, who declares himſelf he Light 
ee the Worla, John 8. 12. The true Impor- 
tance and Deſiꝑn of which Words is doubtleſs to in- 
ſtruct us, iat the Way to be truh Ealightned and to 
deliver our ſelves from all Blindneis of Heart, is to 
make His holy Life the Object of our Itnitation, and 
to form ourDiſpoſitions and Actions upon the perfect 
Model of that bright Example. But how ſhall we fol- 
low a Pattern, which we but little think of? And 
therefore the . eee thus Copyiug after him, 
is the emploꝝ ing our Thoughts, with great Frequency 
and ferious Attention, upon the Perfections of this Bi. 
vine Original. E STOR, - 
2. The Doctrine taught by Chrift, excels all the Iu- 
ſtructions delivered to Mankind by all the Holy Men 
that ever lived: And every Man, endued with a true 
Chriſtian Spirit, will not fail there to find a hidden 
Manna, like chat of oa, fitted both ro nourih, and 
k5 4 | | Him- 
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- miniſter Delight to bis Soul, The true Account then 
ef Mens hearing the Goſpel, without any ſenſible Re- 
liſh, or eager Deſire, is, that they are not endued with 
the Spirit of Chriſt: This is a Treaſure found of Them 
only who deſire to find it; and a Man muſt reſolve and 
endeavour to form his whole Converſation upon the 
Prineiples of that Doctrine, before he can attain to a 
full Underſtanding of its Excellence, and feel an in- 
ward · Satisfaction in the Study of it. 
3. And here indeed lyes the true Benefit of Medita- 
tion and Knowledge: For, without this, how poor 
and wing 2 a th 8 a Man 
the better for entring into the Sublime Myſteries of 
the Trinity, and being able to Diſpute nicely upon 
that adorable Union, ifin the mean while he want 
that Meckneſs and Humility, without which he muft 
needs lye under rhe DUNE ot the Trinity? Cer- 
ain it is, that Di inctiops an Notions, though never 
o ſubtle or ſerviceable ro the Truth, do not make a 
Man Juſt and Holy: But a careful and conſcientious 
Life, recommends us tothe Favour and Love of God. 
J had rather be affected with a true penitent Sorrow 
for Sin, than be able to reſolve the moſt difficult Ca. 
ſes about it. Suppoſe you had ail the Bible  fairhtuily 
ti eaſured up in your Memory, and a perfect Compre- 


*henfion of all the Moral Philoſophy in the World; To 


whar purpoſe ſerves this mighty Stock of Rules, if not 
Arai 1 8 Uſe u n, and ſeconded by Di- 
vine Grace? Vanities of Vanity, all is Vanity, ſaid the 
Preacher, Eccles. 1. 2. and his Obſer vation admits of 
that ſingle Exception only, taken notice of in the Con · 
cluſion of his Book, Love God, and keep his Command 
-ments, for this is the Who!e.of Man, Chap. 12. v. 13. He 
Who wouid approve himſelf Wie in good earneſt, muſt 
firſt, by a juſt Contempt of this World, raiſe himſelf 
up to the Deſires and Endeavour after the Kingdom 
enn . 8 en 

. Vanity moſt certainly: it is wirk gveat Solicitude 
to ſeek, and place our Hope and Confidence in Riches, 
Mich are ſire to periſh, Vanity, to cheriſh our Am. 
hition, and ſtrive, by all pollable means, to attain a 
ieh and honourable Station. Vanity, to indulge the 


Delires ot the Fleth, and court thoſe Pleaſures, which 


Oma rsa IR ml 


Book I. of] E Sus CHRIST. 3 
dra after them grievous and laſting Pains. Vanity 

| moſt exquiſite, to be infinitely concerned for livi 
long, and perfectly indifferent, or but coldly affecte. 
concerning living well. Vanity moſt fatal and ſtupid, 
to determine our Thoughtsand Cares to this Life pre- 
ſent, and never look forward to that which is to come: 
To dote upon things that fly ſwiftly from us, and cling 
faſt about imaginary and tranſitory Delights ; While 
we ſuffer our ſelves by theſe to be detained and divert - 
ed from the Purſuit of ſubſtantial and eternal Joys. 

5. Ohl turn this Vehemence of Deſire upon the 
right Object, and remember, to how little purpoſe it 
is placed on that whick cannot give Content; ſince 
moſt true is that Obſervation, Mich ought to make 

us Wiſer, The Eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the 
Ear filled wit Hearing. Eccl. i. 8. Uſe then thy utmoſt 
Diligence to wean thy Soul from the Love of the Thing. 
that are ſeen, and ſet thy Afectiomt on * that are 
not ſeen. For, be aſſured, that they who follow their 
own ſenſual Appetites, do loſe, not only their Labour 
and Expectation, but their Innocence, and Purity, the 
Peace of their own Conſcience, and the Favour ot Al- 
mighty GOD hes „„ 

e KO Nos 


' He Defire of Knowledge is natural to every Manz 
but What Advantage is it to be knowing, it that 


Rnowledge be not ſeaſoned with Virtue and Religion? 
The vileſt Peaſant, and he, whom we in ſcorn think 
leaſt removed rom Brute, if he ſerve God according 
tothe beſt of his mean Capacity, is yet a better a 


- 


mY valuable Mag chan the proudeſt Philoſopher... 


2 


who buſies himſelf in conſideting the Motions ot the 
Heavens, but beitows no Reflection at all upon thoſe 
of his ewnMind. The certain Canſequence of know- - 
ing a Man's ſelf truly, is a mean Opinion of himſelf,and - 
not being exalted with the Commendations of other 
People. And, ſuppoſing my Knowledge fo vaſt aud 
excenſive, that nothing this World contains, werehid + 
from ir, yer what wanld all this ava me in. the fight. 


oF 200, WP, ee eee 52 JAR @EATa; ION FEY = 


& 


4 _— - Ofthe Imitation - Bbok T. 


me upon the Kine, not of what I have known, but 
what I have done.. 
2. Reſtrainthar extreme Deſire of inereaſing Learn» 
ing,which ar the ſame time does but increaſe Sorrow, - 
by involving the Mind in much Perplexity. and falle 
Deloſion. For ſuch. are fond of being thought Men of 


Wiſdom, and reſpected as ſuch: And yet this boatted” 


Learning of theirs conſiſts in many things, which a. 
Man's Mind is very little, if at all, the better for the 
Knowledge of. And ſure, whatever they may think 
of the matter, he, who beſtows. his Time and Pains 

upon things, that are of no ſervice for promoting the 
Happineſs ot his Soul, ought by no me ans to be eſteem'd 
a Wife Man, Words and Notions give no in ward Satis - 
taction; but a virtuous Life never fails to. comfort and: 
refreſh the Mind, and to miniſter the beſt Antidote a- 
gainſt all manner of Difficulties; for ſuch is a, good 
Conſcience, and a n Cen dence towards. 

God, 1 John 3. 21. which is its inſeparable Attendant. 


3- The more a Man knows, and the better thoſe- 
Subjects are, upon which his Studies have been em- 
ployed, the heavier ſhall his Account be, unleſs his Pi- 


ety and Virtue be Proportionably eminent and exem-- 
plary. So little reaſon have we to be exalted with 
our Attamments; and not rathex to fear more, as we 
improve more in Knowledge: And what Improve 
ments indeed can poſſibly be ſo great, as to juſtiſie 
our being proud of them ? For no Man can ever want 
this Mor tification of his Mow!” ae what he knows- 
is but avery little, in compariſon of what he {till con- 
tinues ignorant ot. Confider this, and, inſtead of boaſt- 
ing thy Knowledge of a few Things, confeſs and be out. 
of countenance for the many more which thou doft not 
underſtand. And why ſo forward to prefer thy ſelf be- 
fore others, when there are ſb many Perfons, whoſe. 
Learning and Skill in the Rules of Living, givethem. 
an undoubted Right to be preferred before You? If 
you would attain to uſeful Learning indeed; learn to. 
conceal your Attainments, and be content that the 


World ſhould think meanly of yon: For Lowlineſs of 


Mind and not thinking of a Man's ſelf more highly than 
he ought to think, is the moſt difficult, but withal the. 
molt protitable Leſſon. ; and. the perferring others be- 

3 | - | re 
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fore our ſelves, is Point of true Wiſdom and oy 
Perfection. Nor ought our Opinions of ah kind 
changed, though we ſhould {ce another guil Pm 
egregious Foy, or very grivtons Wicked 8 ſinee 
We our ſelves are Men of like Paſſſons and Taler; 
nor can we tellhow long our on Virtue may. eont inue 
unſhaken. Remember then, that a A are com- 
mon to all Mankind; and to Tagen, r it, as to per- 
ſwade your ſelf, or at leaſt to ſuſ that theſe are 


dealt to thee in as plentiful 3 mealure, as to any other 


1 
Perſon WHORE mg eb oft * ba offs wiv) 
N 75 Ale $35 198 30 _ WIR if 
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Bleed 1 is the. Man, whom Truth AS — 
Teach; not by dark Figures, and Words quickly 
rgorren, but by a full and familiar Communication 
f it ſelf. Happy ſhould we be, could we bur ſee: 
things as they WO, free-from the Errours of our fond 
pinions, and the falſe Eſtimates we form from thence 
How high a value do we ſet upon the Knack ef Di. 
ſt inguiſhing and Diſput ing nicely, in matters hid from 
common Apprehenſions; ut Matters too, which to 
know nothing of, will not render a Man's Caſe one 
whit the worſe at the Day of judgment? Egregious 
and elaborate Folly ! which . ooks uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary Points, as things not worthy our Regaꝛd; and 
dends our Induſtry to find out ene i * | 
to no Aecpunt, or what is wore than none, Thus | 
king Pains to be-Ign ut at! alt, and ve ch in our 
own ſelves, the Prophets Deſeription of — 
Idols, which þ haus Eyes, and yer ſee nor. 

15 ould we then, with. ſuch eager Toll, fire 
to be Maſters of Logical Definitions, or what do our 
abſtracted 1 profit us? He whom the K- 
2 Word. inſtructs, takes a much ſhorter Oe Def | 
Rade For We Word alone — all things; In 

er, N and this is t trus 


dere De 2 e dge e, EP out 3 no Mans un 
ands or judges an aright, R | 
is aa all t 95 2 — Prin: pl, and nd inch at o 
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all thingy, may eſtabliſh ** Mind in e . 


s Ot the Imitation Book 1 
reſt himſelf ſecurely upon God: O Thou whole very 
Eſſence is Truth, unite me to thy ſelfin perfect Love! 
'Phe Variety of Supjects tire anddiftrat my Soul; in 
Thee alone I find the Sum of all my Wiſhes and De- 
ares, Let all our Teachers be for ever Dumb, and 
this great Volume of the Creatures continue ſhut to 
me, ſo Thou vouchſafe thy more immediate Informa- 
tion, and teach me by thy (elf alone. 


The better acquainted any Man ĩs with himſelf, the 


more he converſes with, and retires into his awn Breaſt; 
And the leſs he wanders abroad, and dwelh upon things 
without him, the more extenſive and fublime is his. 
Knowledge, and the eaſier attained; beeauſethis Man 
receives immediate Illumination, and is directed by a 
Ray darted from Heaven into his Soul. A Mind, ſin- 
ere, and pure, and firm, is not diverted by Multipli- 
city ot ObjeQas ; foy the Honour of God is irs conſtant 
Aim; and having but one End to purſue, it is in per- 
tect Peace and Unity with it ſelf, and does not divide 
its Thoughts with Vanity and Self love. For what can 
be a greater Hindrance than our ow- ambitious and 
ungoverned Paſſion ? A truly good and pious Man firſt 
orders and diſpoſes all his Büſineſs regularly, before he 
euters upon the execution of 10 Deſign: He ſuffers 
no vicious Inclinations to divert him, but makes every 
Undertaking ſubmit to the PiQares of Reaſon and Re- 
lgion. The ſharpeſt as well as nobleſt Conflict is thar- 
wherein we labour to gain a Conqueſt over our ſelves; 
And chis ſhould be onr principal and conſtant Care, to 


get ground every Pay, by bring ing gur Paſſions mere 


ant} more under, and becoming m maſterly Profiei- 
enta in Virete and Goode. 
Nor may we ſuͤppoſe any {6 exaſted degree df Vir- 
tve, that it ſhould ceaſe to be a Stare of Proficiency; 
for ſuch is the Condition of Mortals, that their utmoſt” 
poſſible Perfection in this Life is ever embaſed with an 
Mlay- of Imperfection, and their hrighteſt Notions 
chuded with forge Confitizory and Obſcurity ? Bur in 
e Study ot ou felves weare'belt 8 arpid lag. 
Miliakes, and theretore a*rae Senſt oF har we are, 
and thacHumikty,; whictfeannoe” Bat proceed front 
ſuch a Senſe, is 1 ſurer Way of, bringin us to God 
Wan the mplkizbaric te pee rEnguines after © 
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BookT. of | ESUSCHRIST. 7 
Knowledge. Not that Learning is in its own Na- 
ture blameable; for the Underitanding of any thing 
whatſoever, if conſidered” fimply, and as it really 1s, 
ought to be acknowledged commendable and good; 
the Gift and Ordinance of God; but the Danger is, 


when we give this the Precedence in our eſteem befbre 


things abundantly better, mean a good Conſcience, 
and a virtuous Converſation. The true Reaſon then, 
why, in an Age where Learning is had in univerſal 
Admiration, ſo little Proof is made; and both Errour 
and Vice do, notwithſtanding, fo wretchedly. abound, 
is, in Truth, no other thlamthat Men generally miſtake 
their main Buſineſs and proper Excellence. They had 
rather cultivate their Parts than cheir Manners, and 
account it a greater Accompliſhment, to know much,, 
than to Live well. 113 d * 
Oh! would Men but beftow halfthe Pains in root- 
ing out Vice and planting Virtue in its ſtead, which 
they are content to throw away upon Captious and 
unprofitable Queſtions, and that Oppoſ?: font of” Segence, 
fallly ſo called, 1 Tim: &. 20. What a bkefled+ Reforma- 
tion ſhould e ſee ? Then would not the Vilgar a0 
meaner Sort, abandon themſelves toſuch Scandalotis, 
brutiſh and abominable Wickedneſs; nor would the 
Men of Senſe, and Learning, and Quality, continue fo - 
profligare and diſſolute in their Manners and blem- 
1h, as they. do, their Honour and Attainments, with 
ſhameleſs and licentious Impurities. Surely this could 
not be, did Men but conſider at ali that a Day ot judg- 


1 ment there Will come, wherein Meaſüres Will be ta; 


ken very different from burs; when the Efiquiry 2 0 
on Which our Aire moſt ali turn; will Pet how 
much We hay Heard or Read, but how much we 
Taye Done; not how” Eloquenr our E xpreſſions, but 
ttow. pure and Devout our Lives; haw much our Man. 
ners, not our Capacity or Breeding, our Wit or Rhe- 
toxick, diſtinguiſhed us from common Men. But, if 
tke Cxæ dit ape e the Thigg were the on! 
r yet even thus, Where b the Füge 
= this migh 755 What is become of all the eminent 
JJV. 
Wi pet fhrant ear, juſt at rhe time when they lived 
== aud fried? bur rw ſome body - elſe 3 me 
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| whether he that lives upon their Labours, ever ſo 
ach, as ſends one Thought after rhem. Theſe Men, 
ſo 


ſo, but he that abounds i 85 W Taye 0 


3 De the Imitation Book . 
Gains of all that Learning and Fatigue; and tis odds 


eminent ia their 5 3 8 Profeſſions, no doubt, 
thought themſelves conſiderable in their own Time, 
bur now that Time is $26, and they are Joſt in univer- 
ſal Silence: Their very Names buried as deep as their 
1 and the one was ſcarce ſooner out of Sight Þ* 


e other out of all Mention and Remembrance # ' 
Ah wretched Men! How have you been deluded? == BZ 
12 mort and rove, whis a Good 9970 that Fas and 
eputation prove, which you vainly promiſed your but 
ſelves w eternal; ; always freſh and ref 3 2 
Aways uns 2 the Mouths and Memories are 


ſterity ? But this, and no better, is the Condition of 01 
all worldiy Honour. Oh ! had you bur been equally ME Th 


careful to Improve in Piety,and rendred your As Mar 
as eminent as your 1 our Studies then had 109. 
not been fruitleſs ; but followed with a Recampence the 


which would not thus have forſaken Joy. But this is MZ hea 
the Fatal Errour of our, r Age „that Infinite Tier 1 
are deſtroyed by unprofitable Knowledge. The Fed 
{elves out upon Subtleties and Curio 1 
turn to no Account ; and the only thing; which can 
make them Amends : at laſt, Reli gion and the Service 
of God, that they give themſelves. no manner of 
Trouble about, but ſlight as not worth their Care or 
Thought. The great Occaſion of their Eantaſtical 


. Wenz ang. Fa zerous Corruptions, with Which He: 
er'd, is Cos ris, That Men Eſt. 

Lax Aa 5 End 2 xeir Studies but ta be Great, 1— * clu, 
to have other People think as highly ef them, as = toF 
do of themſelves; And becauſe of all things, 5 05 and 
teſt Humility and à Submiſſion to Truth, God; gives = ſha 


them the due Reward of their Vanity, and ſuffers 
them to be ſeduced by their own Abſurdities and Ima· 
ginatient, Rom. 1. 21. But if we would. be Great, let 
us take the proper Courſe for it: For, vs = 


. 3 


good Works; none is 45 y fo, but he.! uh a: thinks . 
modeſtly ofhimſelE,and is got a anore che Ty 35 
K 9940 


of. Ambition and Vain-glory. The 


NOI! ,is he who counts all that this Wor 
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Bk I. of] ES US CHIST. 9 
boaſt of, but Droſs and Dung, that he may winChrift, 
Phil: 38. And he is an expert and learned Man indeed, 
who Hiath learnt to give the Preference to God's Will, 
before his own; whoreſolately complies with his Com- 
mands, and as reſolutely demes his own Inclinations.. 


Prudence in our Behaviour. 


ME not too haſty in believing every Word, Prov. 14.15. 
B nor the Suggest 1 — Spifre, 1 john 4. 1. 
but conſider coolly and leiſurely, and make a Conſci- 
ence of Eiving your Credic with due Caution. Men. 
ch more prone-{ the greater is the pity ) both. 


7 | to ſpeak and believe ill than well of their Neighbours. 
This is our Infirmity and Unhappineſs. But a good 
Man will conſider and make Allowances for it, Ecclus.” 


I 19. 4. And the Effect of this Conſide ration will be, 


1 5 the ſuſpending his Aſſent, and neither believing all he 
bears, nor officiouſly reporting all he believes. | 


Tr is in Argument of great Wiſdom, to do nothing 


= roſhly ; nor to be obſtinate and inflexible: in our Opi- 
nions. And the Cautiouſneſs I juſt now recommend* 
_"Z ed, increditing and ſpreading Reports, is a neceſſary. 
Branch ofthe ſame Perfection, Famer 3. 2. Adviſe in 
your Affairs with wiſe and good Men; and think. it 
more for your Reputation, to be inſtructed by thofe, 
vrho under ſtand bettter, than to act upon your own. 
Head. A vertuous Life makes a Man prudent in God's 
Eſteem, and gives true Conduct and Experience, Fe- 
= clus. 19. 24. The more humble and obſervant we are 
*X toHis Directions, the better we ſhall behave ourſelves, 


WT 4 hl . Toy *, > 


ang the greater Satifaction and Peace of Mind we 
2X ſhall find reſulting from all we do. EN eng iy 


Of Reading the Holy Scriptures, 


Ie End we ſhould propoſe to our ſelves in this Stu- 
a. * is the di ſcernir ꝑ and diſcovery of Truth, not 
de oblerving Quaintneſi and Propriety of Expreſſi- 
dn. That Book of God indeed ſhould be peruſed with 
e ame Spiritand Temper by which it was diQated;, 


{id 
4 


— - 
by 4 4 
x K n TY 


by 
i; 
1 
ik 
75 3 
2 


10 Oe the Ymitation | Book 1 
Rum. 15. 4. 1 Cor. 11. 14. And as the Holy Ghoſt in- 


tended the Profit of Mankind, more than Niceneſs of 


Words and Phraſes, ſo ſhould we aim at growing bet- 
ter Livers, rather than wiſer, or more accurate Speak- 
era, by what he hath delivered. To Perſons. thus diſ- 


pdſed, the plaineſt and moſt pious Parts of Scripture 


will miniſter a Delight, equal ta thoſe which are more 
myſterious and ſublime. The Authority and Skill of 
the Pen- man ſhould be of little weight with us; nor 


matters it whether he were one of great or mean At - 


tainments; for the Love and Deſire of Truth is the 

—— r Motive to Study; and the Subſtance of what is 
poken, not the Perſon who ſpeaks, ought principally 

to be conſidered, All Fleſb is Graſs, but the Ward of 


the Lord abidethfor ever, 1 Pet. 1. 24, 25. and. this | | 


Word ſpeaks to us in different manners, without any 
partial Reſpe& of Perſons. | 1 
One great Inconvenience in Reading the Scripture, 
is our own vain Curioſity: We loſe moch of the Be- 
nefit, which might otherwiſe be gathered from them, 
by pretending to nice Diſquiſitioas ot difficult Points; 


and labouring to bring to the Standard of our own im- 


perfect Reaſon, what we ſhould be content to receive 


With the Simplicity of an humble Obedience, and place 
to the Account of Divine Faith. If you would Read 
then, and profit by that Reading, you mult do it with 
a ſubmiſſive and humble, a ſincere and teachable Di- 
ſpoſition of Mind; and account it a greater Excellence 
_ to believe what God hath ſaid, than to affect the Re- 
putation of Learning, by Singularity of Opinions, and 
2 bold Attempt to bring down all he ſays to your own _ 
_ If in ſome things you find occaſion . 
to doubt or diſtruſt your own jadgment,.conſult wiſe . 
and holy Perſons, and ſubmit patiently to hear and be 
informed by thein. Nor let a vain Conce it of your 


Comprehenſ 


own'Abilities produce Contempt of the Aphoriſms and 
Parables of the Antients, Eccles. g. 8, 95 or, be well 
aſſured they were not ũttered at all Adventures: but 
they who delivered theſe Proverbial Sentences, knew 


them to be the Reſult of long and judicious Obſerva- 
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0 i Cn x»; VI 
Of Indrdinate Afeections. 


TH moment a Man cheriſhes any immoderate De- 


fire, he feels a Tempeit rifing in his Soul. Pride 
and Covetouſneſs never ſuffer us to reſt; hut the Poor 
and Lowly in heart, the Humble and the Contented, 


_ Enjoy themſelves in à profound and perpetual Calm. 


He that is ſtill in conflict with his Paſſions, and hath 


not yet attained a compleat Victory over them, is ea- 


ſily rempred, and often finds himſelf over- born by 


things not worth his Concern. For the Remains of a 
carnal Spirit, and the ſtrong Tendencies to pleaſures 
of Senſe, will not ſuffer a Man, without great Difficul- 
ty, to draw his Mind off from worldly Affections. 
And therefore, chile he is endea vouring to do this, he 
endeavours it with fore Travel and Pain; commits a 
Violence upon himſelf, and is provoked to Anger and 
Indignation againſt all that oppoſes him in fo Jabori- 
ous an undertaking. | | | 
Bur if he indulge thoſeDefires, and ſucceed in them, 
the Conſequence is worſe this way than the other. For 
then he is ſtung with Remorſe for his guilty Compli- 
ance and diſcontented to find, that the Gratify ing his 
Inclmation, does not age: the Satisfaction he promiſed 
himſelf from it. This convinces him by ſad Experi- 
ence, that true Peace and Content is never to be had 
oy obey ing his Appetites, but by an obſtinate Reſiſtance 
of them. And ſuch Peace cannot be expected in the 


Breaſt of any ſenſual Man; for it is the peculiar Por- 


ima hg mere of a Soul raiſed above the World, 
a'zealous and devour, a mortiſied and refined, and hea- 


venly Diſpoſition of Spirit. 


Y 75 ety al ( 187 . Cc H A p. ; VII. bo | Ke , 2 , | OY 
Ms: 43 Via it ILSS. „ badge IPod och? gr 8, | 
Direftions for argoiding Pride, and gin Confidencer. 
JO put our Traft in Man, or in any other Creature, 
is melt egregious Vanity, Fer. 17. 5. Think it not 
below you, to ſubmit to the meaneſt your Offices for 


e fake of Jeſus 


Art; nor count it any Shame to be thought . 
5 hes” 


12 Ot the Imitation Book 1 
and Mean in this world: Do your own Endeavour he- 
neſtly, and faithfully, and never Doubt of God's Aft” 
ance. Depend not upon your own Wiſdom, and place 
not any Confidence inthe greateſt Man living; but let 
your whele Truſt reſt entirely upon the Favour of God 
Who bringeth down and reſiſteth the Proud, but gi vet h 


"Grace to the Humble, and exalteth thoſe who are con- 


tent to abaſe B 4. 5. Luke 14.14. 
Boaſt not of Riches, becauſe they are in your pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſion; Nor of Feine ere Pow- 
er and Intereſt ; but if you Will ory. glory in, God 
Whois able to give all things, and illing:to give that 
which is better than all, even himſelt. And wor 
ſhould the Strength and Beauty of your Perſon pu 
3% up with Pride, when t is in the power of a ver 
ittle Sickneſs, to bring upon you extreme Weakneſi 
and odious Deformity ? If you be inclined. to value 
your Wit and Addreſs above due meaſure, remember 
from what Hand theſe come, and do not provoke the 
Giver by abuſing the Gift. 55 
Fancy not your ſelf better than your Neighbours, for 
fear God, who knows what is in every Man, Think tlie 
worſe of you upon that account. Nay, value not your 
ſelf even for what you have done well, for God ag — 
eth not as a 5518 5 eth; and what we often are high. 
Iy fatisfied with, he ſometimes thinks not fir ſo much 
as to approve. If you be: conſcious of any thing 5 
in your ſelt, think, that the ſame, or better Qualities 
may like wiſe be. found in others: For, while. you al- 
low Their Excellenc ies, it will be ne dfficult matter 
to preſerve a Modeſt Opinion of your . own. There 
can come no harm of ſuppoſing every other Man better 
than your ſelf, but the ſuppoſing any one Man worſe 
1 ſelf may be attended with very ill Cenſequen- 
' ces. The Meek, ſays the Scripture, is refreſhed in the 
multitude of Peace, Pal. 37. but che Proud in Spirit 
is like a Troubled Sea, Iſai. 57. perpetually coft and 
driven by the fierce Commotions of Anger, and Emu- 
lation, and Envy, and Diſdain, which never ſuffer him 
to be eaſie and compoſed. . 
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Book I. of JESUSCHRIST. 13 


CHAT. VIII. 


Againſt too general an Acquaintauce, and intowveni- 
ent Freedoms in Converſation. 


Of" not thine Heart to every Man, Ecclus. 8. 1 9. but 
make choice of prudent and religious Perſons to dil- 
cloſe thy Affairs to. Frequent not the Company of 
young Men and Strangers; Flatter not the Rich, nei- 
ther affect to be {een in the preſence of great Men; but 
aſlociate thy ſelf with the Devont, rhe Virruons, the 
Humble; and Contrive that thy Diſcourſe be Profita- 
ble. Deſire not the intimate Acquamtance of Women; 
but, inſtead of thy Converſation, let them have thy 
Prayers, and recommend the Preſervation and the Re- 
ward ot their Virtue to God: Converſe as much as 


may be with God, with his holy Angels, with thy own « 


Conſcience ; and complain not for Want of Company 


nor think it an 41 to have but feœacquaint- 


ance, When thou hal 


ſo good Company as this al- 
ways at hand, | 


Our Charity indeed ſhould be univerſal and extend 


to all Mankind; but it is by no means convenient 
our Friendſhips and Familiarities ſhould do ſo roo. 
We often find, thar a Perſon altogerher unknown ro 
us, comes recommended by 2 good Character, which 
makes us paſſionately fond of his Acquaintance; and 
yet this very Man, when better known loſes rhe 
great Opinion we conceived ot him betore, and grows 

alled and fiat upon our Hands. And this we may 


be ſure is no leſs likely to prove our own Cate: For 
the Perſons with whom we hopeto ingratiate ourſelves 
by a freer Acquaintance, frequently diſcover ſome ii 
Quality in us, which makes us leis acceptable. And 


therfore in Prudence and Tenderneſs to our {elves 


and others both, we ſhould be ſparing in our Intim 
cies ; becauſe it ſo very often happens, that rhe more 
perfectly Men are underſtood, the IK they are e- 


ſteemed. | 
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Obedience and a State of Subjection. 


. T- is a very valuable. Advantage to lire under the 


Direction of a Superior, and, whatever the gene- 
rality of Men think of the matter, more difficult and 
hazardous to Command, than to Obey. Many ſub- 


mit, more out of Neceſſity, than out of any Principle 


of Duty or Choice; And to ſuch as theſe, this is a 
State of continual Torment. All they do is againſt the 
Grain, attended with conſtant Murmurings and Com- 
1 The Life of Slaves and Brutes, and not of 


en, who ſhould act with the Spirit of Freedom, And 


this Native Liberty no Inferiour attains to, till he have 
learnt to Obey heartily, for God's, and Conſcience 
Anke. Whatever Poſt you form an Idea of, none will 
give you Quiet and inward Content, equal with that 
of a State of Subjection: Many have fed themſelves 
with fond Imaginations, how happy they ſhould be, 


Af they could change their Condition for a higher; but 


tex, if any, who have actually made the Experiment, 

have found themſelves at all 

tor it. | | 
*Fis-trne indeed, every Man's own judgment is tl. e 

proper Rule and Meaſure of his Actions; and hence 


it comes to pals, that we are all beſt affected to them, 
ho are of the ſume Opinions with our ſelves. But 


tis as true, that it God rule in our Hearts, we ſhall 
not think much to recede from our own Senſe in ſome 
£aſcs, when Peace and the Publick Good may be pro- 
moted by ſuch Confeſſions. For who is ſo abſolutely 
and compleatly Wiſe, that nothingeſcapes his Know- 
ledge? It then our Knowledge be but partial and im- 
perfect, tis but reaſonable, we ſhould not abound 
too mucli in our own Senſe, but allow a fair Hearing 
at leaſt to thoſe who differ from us. And in ſuch 
Caſes a Man gains agreat Point, when he Knows hime 
ſelf in rhe right, and yer, in Tenderneſs and Charity, 
can comply with the lufirmities or Miſtakes of others, 
rather than offend Gd, by being too tenacious of his 
own better judgment, 5 
A hzve frequently been reid, That it is much ſafer 


to 


the happier or eaſier | 
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to take Advice, than to give it. For a Man may have 
conſidered and determined well; and yet there ma 

be ſome Caſes which may make it reaſonable to de- 


part from that determination, and give our ſelves up” 
eſe 


to be determined by other Perſons. And when th 
Caſes happen, To retuſe ſuch Compliances, maniteſtiy 


trays our own Self. conceit; and is not Conſtancy 
but Obſtinacy of Spirit. 


| CHay. X. ; 
Ew Words are bs). 


Deine Crowds and Company as much as conve- 
niently you may. For frequent Diſcourſe, even 


ot News or Indifferent Things, which happens upon 
ſuch Occaſions, is ſometimes an OpitruQion to Virtua, 


when leaſt intended or ſuſpected fo to be. The Wuria 
and its Vanitics cally take hold of us, and our Minds 
are enſnared and captivated, before we are aware. 
How often have I found reaſon to wiſh, that I had net 
been in Company, or that I had {aid nothing, when I 
Was there? If we examine how it comes to pals, that 


Mutual Converſation gives ſo great Delight, notwith- 0 


ſtanding we ſo ſeldom enjoy that Pleaſure with pertect 
Innocence ;the true Account, I think, is this, That 
we find ourſelves diverted by Diſcourſe, and unbend 
our Thoughts from ſeverer Studies: That What we 
deſire and are moſt fond of, or what we have the 
greateſt Averſion to, lyes nppermolt in our Minds; 
and therefore we propoſe ſome eaſe in diſcharging 
our {elves upon theſe Subjects. 

But how very Seldom do we find that Eaſe we pra- 
pole by doing {o? For this outward Conſolationmigh- 
tily takes off from that inward and ſpiritual Satisfac- 
tion, in which true Happineſs conſiſts. Therefore it 
is our Duty to Watch and Pray, and to fill up the 
empty Spaces of Life, with theſe holy and retired Ex- 
Ercilſes. And if at any time the Refreſhments ot Com. 
| pany be choſen,and convenient, a ſtrict Guard ſhould 

ſer upon our Tongues, that they utrer nothing 
amiſs; but improve theſe very Diverſions to the Edi- 
fication of our ſelves ; and them that hear us. Im- 
pertinent and laviſh Peking is in it ſelf a very vici- 
5 * — Ous 
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ous Habit, and a wretched Hindrance to our ſpirit- = 
tual Proficency. And theſe two Conſiderat ions ought P. 

to make us extreamly cautious in our Converſation- | | 
Bur it is the Priviledge of Virtuous and Religions 4 a 
Diſcourſe, that Piety and Goodneis are wonder ful ly 12 a 
promoted by ſuch Conferences. And then eſpecially N d 
when Perſons of t he like heavenly Spirit and 1 5 — = AA 
frequent one anothers Company with a Detign of Im- J 
| proving by i. | L 
1 CA x. XI. . 01 
q Of Peace of Mind, and a Deſire of Improvement. 15 
i" | EN might live quiet and eaſy enough, if the {c 
3 | M oaks be careful not to give N 2 =. 
| | ble, and forbear medling with what other People do C 
and fay,in which they are no way concerned. Bur al 
ul how ſhould Ne be eaſie, Who inakes other Mens Cares R 
: 1 his own? Who Induſtrionſly ſeeks Diſquiet, and when | 
F *; he might reſt in Peace within doors, goes abroad to "ol 
3 | invite and fetch Diſturbance home to his Houſe? who CC 
. takes ſuch Pains, and ſpends ſo much Time to enquire th 
1 J into the Affairs of Neighbours and Strangers, altoge- A 
1 ; ther Foreign to him; and ſeldom or never deſcends 3 
. imto his own Breaſt. that he may examine and under- 5 
iS | ſtand himſelf? Bleſſed are the- Meek, ſays the Scripture, =. 
g ; for they jhall inherit the Earth peaceably, and increafe by 
1 their Joy in the Lord, Mat. 5. 5. Iſai. 29. 19. Q 
1 And whence is it, Think you, that ſome Holy Per- th 
= ſons can ſo ce abſti act themſelves from the Con- R 
i ceras ot this World, and find ſuch Satisfaction in their ly 
„ Divine Retirements, and Solitary Contemplations ? B 
= From hence, no doubt; that they have made it their Ot 
Þ Bulineſs to Mortifie all earthly and ſenſual Affections, be 
—_ . and ſo have devoted themſelves entirely to God, __ 

1 and are at liberty to attend upon Him without Di- 

9 ſtraction. But we find the caſe much otherwiſe with M 
id us, becauſe our Paſſions interrupt our Piety, and the H 
Xx Ti anſitory Things of this World continue tenderly at 
1 to affect us. We ſeldom gain an entire Conqueſt over re 
= - \ any. one ill Habit; nor are we zealbus to make every m 
1 Day we live a Step to higher Degrees of Virtue. This ev 
| is the reaſon why we are ſo cold and inſenſiblæ, or a af 
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beſt but lukewarm and indifferent, in the Exerciſes or 
Piery and Private Meditation. 1 2 N #440] 
ere we but, as we ought to be, dead to the World 
and our own Luſts, diſentangled from thoſe Chains 
and Snares within, that hamper and keep our Souls 
down to Matter and Senſe, then ſhould We alſo reliſh 
Acts of Devotion, and be raviſhed with marvellous 
Joy, when our Thoughts are fixed on God and Hea- 
ven. The only, or the greateſt Bar to theſe Spiritual 
Delights, proceeds from Pa ſſions unſubdued, and from 
our own Sloth, which cares not to encounter Difficul- 
ties, nor aſpire to the Perfection of the Saints. Hence 
is that Tameneſs and Dejection of Spirits, ſo viſible, 
ſo ſcandalous, when any little Miſfortune comes a- 
croſs us: Hence our vain Confidence and anxious 
Care, Which ſeeks and depends upon Humane Helps 
and Remedies; and neglects God, our only ſufficient 
Refuge and Deliverer. l 75 * 
Would we but quit our ſelves like Men, and reſo- 
lutely ſtand our Ground, we {ſhould not fail of Sue. 
cours from above. God is always ready to ſtrengthen 
thoſe who ſtrive law fully, and place their Hope in the 
Aſſiſtance of his heavenly Grace; He means our very 
Hardſhips and Dangers for our Good; and engages us 
in new Conflicts and Temptations, that he may make 
our Vidories more glorious, - and qualitie us for a 
brighter Crown. If we content our ſelves with the 
Obſervance of the outward Duties only, and ſuppoſe 
this is the utmoſt Perfection neceſſary for us; we bring 
Religion into a very narrow Compaſs, and may quick - 
ly get to the End of ir. But alaſs ] che Main ot our 
Buſineſs lies Within: The Ax muſt be laid to the Root 
of the Tree, and our ſenſual A ppetites quite cut down, 


before we can obtain to true Pleaſure in Holineſs, and 


a peaceful Serenity of Mind. | 
Would we but impoſe upon-our {elves the Task of 
Mortitying a freſh Luſt, and Conquering a vicious 


Habit every Year; even thus in a little time we mighe, 


attain to Perfection. But alaſs ! we often take the di- 
rect contrary courſe; and are generally more wary, 
more devout, more zealous, to do well, and to avoid . 
evil when we firſt enter upon a Religious Lite, than 


after We have ſpent ſome time in it. The Fervour et 
een bo 3 : var Mt 
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18. Ot the Imitation Book I. 
our Affection, which ought in reaſon to grow every 
Day itronger and brighter, cools and goes out again; 
and we reckon ita great matter, if our Zeal can be 
kept up to the {ame warmth, which we telt at its firſt 
kindling. We are too tender of our Eaſe, and loth 
to put our ſelves upon the itretch ; Whereas, would 
we but uſe alittle Severity, aud ſubmit to ſome Vio. 
lence at firſt, that Trouble would quickly wear off; 
and all our Progreſs in Vertue be, not eaſie and tole- 
rable only, but even a Delight and wonderful Satiſ- 
taction to us. | | 
is hard, Lown, to part with our old Friends, 
and to unlearn Habits to which we have been long 
accuſtomed ;and harder yet it is, to enter into a 
 tormal War with our own Inclinations ; and obſtinate- 
ly deny what we eagerly delire. But it we do not 
conquer {maller difficulties, what will become of us 
when aflaulted by greater ?If we do not reſiſt our 
natural Propenſions at fiſt, before Inclination is 
ſtrengthened by Cuſtom, the Enemy will gather 
Strength; every Day's Practice is a freſh Reimtorce- 
ment; and the longer the Delay, the greater will be 
the Difficulty. O rhiok of this in lime, and conſi- 
der the happy Effects of ancarly*and ſerious Piety. 
What Peace, What Triumphs to your ſelves; what Joy 
to others, to God and Chriſt, to Angels and Good Men 
you will certainly procure, by behaving your ſelves 
gallantly in this ſpiritual Warfare. This ſure will 
ballance all the Hardſhips of Virtue; reproach your 
Cowardice and Sloath, provoke and inflame your Dili- 
gence and Courage; and make you zealous,refolure, 
impatient, to grow in Grace, and advance every Day 
- mHApiricual Perfection. | 


n; —— 
The Advantage of Afftiflions. 


F., ood for me, that ] have been in Trouble, ſa ys Da- 
LOS plalm 119 nor is it David's Caſe alone, for. 
m ny len have reafon to bleſs that Providence,which 
ſends C:ofles and Cala mit ies upon them. Theſe bring 
a Mai's Thoughts home, put him upon Retlection, 
and help him ro undeiſtand himſelt and his W | 
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on. They ſhew him, that he is in a State of Exile and 


Pygrimage, and forbid him to ſet up his Hope and 


Reit, in a ſtrange Country, where he is no better than 


a Sojourner, 


Nor is it thus with thoſe Sufferings alone, which 


the immediate Hand ot Heaven inflicts ; but even thoſe 
whereof Men are the Inſtruments : The In juries and 
contumelious Uſage, the Calumnies and Cenſures of 
them who ſpeak and think ill of us, bring their Pro- 
fit with them too; even when moſt wrongtul, moſt 
undeſerved. For theſe oftentimes are an occaſion of 
rectifying our Meaſures, and bringing us to a juſter 
and more Modeſt Opinion of our ſelves : They cure 
our Ambition and Vain-glory,and convince us- how 
vaina thing it is, to cthirlt 

Praiſe of Men, when even Innocence and Goodnefs 
cannot protect us trom Slander and Reproaches. They 


teach us to ſet a due Value upon the Teſtimony of our 


own Conlſciences, and the righteous Approbation f 


God, the Searcher of Hearts; when that which he will 


not fail to Commend and Reward, cannot eſcape the 
Contempt and Condemnation of the World, nor pre- 
Vail for ſo much as fair Quarter, from our miſtaken or 
injurious Bretheren. | 
It is therefore both our Duty and our Wiſdom, ſo 


entirely to place our Happineſs and ExpeCtations in 


God alone, that we ſhall not need to be extreamly Soli- 
citous for many outward Comforts, or fel our ſelves 
ſes to fail or forſake us. For, when a well-difpoled 

an is oppreiled with Suffcrings, and Tcmptations, 
or perplexed with evil Thoughts, he then feels expe- 
rimentally, how neceſſary the Divine Aſſiſtance is, 
and how little he is able to do or endure Without it; 
Then is he touched with inward Remorſe; Then does 
he Groan in ſecret, and, in the anguifh ot his Heart, 
pour out his Requeſts for Relief and Deliverance ; 
Then even Life it ſelf becomes a Buden, and Death 
d eſirable; as that, which will tranſlate him from this 
Valley ot Tears and Corruption, to a Lite of Immor- 
tality WIe h his God and Redeemer. In a word, Such 
Carcumitances as theic arc wore (ffectual than ten 
thouſand Argumencs, to Conyince him by his own. 


ſ{eniible 


atter Reputation and the 


Deſtitute or much Dejected, when any of theſe hap- 
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1 ſenſible Experience, that perfect Security, and entire * 
WH Satisfaction are not ſo much as Conſiſtent with the bs 
in Condition of Man in this preſent World, and therefore b. 
1 we mult be content to wait another and future State; 
11 which alone deſerves our Affections, becauſe it alone A 
WH can make us truly and compleatly Happy. 7 n 
WH CHnavr, XIII. * 
1 Of Reſiſting Temptations. d 
_ * 880 long as we continue in this World, we muſt not : 
oy | flatter our ſelves with an Imagination ſo vain, as b 
__T that of being exempted from Tribulations and Try- ſe 
ww als: Theſe are ſo inſeparable from Mortality, that Job te 
1 calls the Life of Man a Warfare, or Place of Exerciſe, v 
1H Job 7. 1. Sec. 70. E. Vulg. It highly concerns every fl 
I one of us upon this account, to take great care for el 
7 1 imſelf under his Temptations; To watch ri 
i and Pray diligently ; as being duly ſenſible, that he 
Wo: - hath a watchtut Enemy to deal with, one who will ti 
an not fail to take all Advantages of Deceiving, and who 0 
1 ves about continually ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 7 
4 et. 5. 8. Nor muſt our Attainments in Virtue diſpoſe 7 
1 us to remit of this Care, for Virtue is no abſolute Se- It 
1 curity: No Man is ſo perfect, ſo Holy, as never to be A 
_ ' aflaulted, or out of the reach of this Adverſary. We de 
boy may defend our ſelves againſt his Attacks, but fill at- te 
1 tack' d, we muſt, and moſt certainly ſhall, be. FE: v 
1 Now, though there he great Hazard and Uneaſineſs, St 
| 4 et is there likewiſe great Profit ro be made from to 
' D emptations; Particulatly as they contribute to the A 
1 humbling our Minds, to the purging of our Droſs, and m 
| | | che making us Wiſer by ſuffering. This is the rough n 
19 Way to Happineſs, which all the Saints of God have af 
wr travelled before us, and by it at laſt were ſafe conduct- 
= ed to their Jouncy's end: And they who fell off, and is 
W | were diſcouraged at the Ruggedneſs of the Paſſage are in 
Ut | all Reprobates and Caſt.aways. No Order or Profeſ. St 
Ui ſion ot Men is ſo ſacred, no place ſo remote or ſolitary, of 
— but that Temptations and Troubles will find them our, an 
'Y and intrude upon them. | | i 2. 
= Nor ought it to ſeem ſtrange, that theſe ſhould Pc 
| i mM haunt and purſue us cloſe, at all Times and Places, ſince fu 
bo | Ys WE 
| 
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we our ſelves carry about us the very Matter of our 
Temprations ; 2nd can never run away from that in- 
born Concupiſcence, upon which they Work, and from 
whence they take occaſion to deſtroy us. This is the 
Aecount we may reaſonably give our ſelves, why there 
ſhould be ſuch an uninterrupred Succeſſion ot Tipps 
. tations, and Miſeries, and why one trouble ſhould 
preſs ſo hard upon the heels of another. For how in- 
dced can it be otherwiſe? ſince with our Innocence we 
lolt our ſafety and Happineſs; and muſt be born to 
Trouble, becauſe the Ground ot our Trouble is now 
become a part of our Nature. Many Men involve them 
ſelves deeper in emptations, by being too ſollicitous 
to decline them; for we muſt not ſuppoſe our ſelves al- 
ways to have conquered a Temptation, when we have 
fled from it; the nobler, and ſometimes the, more 
effectual way is to vanquiſh them by patient ?endu- 
ring, and being humbled underthem. | ; 

Thus much is plain ; That by declining a Tempra- 
tion we have not diſarmed it. The Root is ſtanding 
ſtill, and will ſoon be ſprouting again; and a Man who 
flees is ſo far from getting Ground upon hisAdverfary 
that he rather gives him Encouragement to purſue 
more vigoroutly. The way to overcome is by Patienc 
and long-ſuffering; which, by God's Aſſiſtance, and by 
degrees, though perhaps but {low ones, is more likely 
to ſucceed, than Heat, and Vehemence, and any the 
violenteſt and moſt obſtinate Efforts of our ow n 
Strength. When you and your ſelf Tempred, be ſure 
to ask Advice, and when you ſee another ſo, deal with 
him gently: Support him with Compaſſion, and ad- 
miniſter all the Comfort in your Power, as You could 
not but wiſh to be treated your ſelf, were You in his 
afflicted Circumſtances. 

The beginning of all Temprations to Wickedne(\s 
is the Fickelneſs of our own Mind,and want of Truſt 
in God. An inconſtant and irreſolute Man is like a 
Ship without a Pilot, driven to and fro, at the Mercy 
of overy guſt of Wind. Metals are tried in the Fire, 
and acceptable Men in the Furnace of AMfiction, Ecelus. 
2.5. We ſeldom know the true ext ent of our own 
Power, till Temptation diſcover itto us. But Warch- 
fulneſs, which is always neceſſary, is chiefly fo, eg 

C 


{ b Weadicing paratur, 
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the ficſt Aſſaults are made; For then the Enemy is moſt 


ealily repulſed, if we never ſuffer him to get with: vs, 


but upon the very firſt A _ up wk xr] . 
e Gate. TWas well adviſed 


and fight him without t 
of the Poet. n 


Cum mala per longas invaluere moras. 


When the Diſeaſe is grown inveterate. | 
And this will be more manifeft,if we obſerve by what 


methods and degrees Temptations grow upon us, The 


firſt thing that pr eſents it ſelf to the Mind, is a plain 


fſingle Thought; This ſtreight is improved into a ſtrong 
Imagination; That again enforced by a ſenſible De- 


light; Then follow evil Motions, and when theſe are 
once ſtirred, there Remains nothing but the Aſſent ot 


the Will, and then the Work is finiſhed. Now the 


firſt ſteps of this are ſeldom thought worth our Care; 
Tomerimes not taken notice of, ſo that the Enemy fre- 
quently is got cloſe up to us, and even within gur 


Trenches, before we obſcrve him ; and we have loſt 


the Day for wantof defending our ſelves, while he was 


mi a condition of being reſiſted; for the longer we de · 


fer the Engagement, the weaker we grow, and the 
more our Adyerſary gathers Strength, 3 5 
The Seaſon of theſe Tryals is various and uneer- 
tain. Upon ſome they are ſeverer preſently after 
their Converſion, upon others towards the latter end 
of their Days. Some have them ſo thick repeated, 
that their whole Life is one continued Conflict; and 
Some again have but very few and gentle Tryals 2 
All which different Caſes are ordere by a juſt and 
wiſe God, who knows what each Man deſerves, and 
what he is qualitied to undergo ; and weighs all Cir- 
eumſtances {o juſtly, that his ſeveral Diſpenſations are 
conſtantly ſubſervient to the Salvation and Happineſs 


of his choſen Servants. 


Let us not therefore deſpair, when' Temptations 


© - - - © beſet us, but excireour Zeal, and pray to God more 
*-- fervently, d 


that he would be our preſent Help and 


IN Refuge in all our Trobles : and, as St. Paul expreſſesit, 
- x} Cor. 10. 13. That he would with the Temptation i 0 
„ - 2 = | | 5 


Ovid, 


] Take Phylick early, Med' cines come too late 
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mate a way to eſtape, that we may be able to bear it, 


1 Pet. 34. Let us humble our ſelves under the trying 
Hand of God, and patiently ſubmit to his good Plea- 


ſure in all our Tribulation. For thoſe who do ſo, he 


will exalt in due time, and ſaue them that be of a meck 
and contrite Spirit, Pial. 34. 


By Temptations and Afflictions a Man is brought (as 


it were) to the Touch; by rheſe his Proficiency is 
meaſured, and eaſſly diſcernable. The greater theſe 


are, the more acceptable the Sufferer is to God, and 


the brighter Luſtre they add to his Virtue. For, to be 


Religious and Zealous in the Service of God, when no 


Uneaſineſs is upon us; This is no mighty matter. But 
if we can ſuffer with Patience and Reſignation, and 
continue ſteady in the Love and Service ot God, when 
he afflicts and ſends Bitterneſs into our Souls, this 


argues 2 noblę Diſpoſition, and promiſes an extraor- 
dinary Perfection. Some Perſons have come off with 


Safety and Honour in very ſharp and trying Inſtances, 
and yet are woritedin common and trivial ones. And 


this, Caſe is capable of very good Improvement: For 


thus no doubt God gives Men warning, that they 


ſhould: not preſume upon their own Strength, bur 
humbly take Sanctuary in Him, in Matters of difficul- 


ty Moved by the Experience of that Weakneſs, and 
railty, which hath yielded to ſlighter and Jeſs Vio- 


Jent Temptations. 
* —W 


| onA. x. 
Againſt Raſh Judging. 


TVUrn your Eyes inward upon your ſelf; for you 


can very hardly exceed in judging your own Ac- | 


tions, nor be too cautious and ſparing in cenſuring 


thoſe of others. And Cenſuring indeed, this deſerves 
to be called in the worſt {ſenſe of the Word, rather than 


Judging; if we confider, not only how unprofirable 
to any good end, but how-liable to infinite miſtakes, 


and very often how exceeding ſinful, all ſuch judg- 
ments are; whereas the Examining and Judging our 


Such as we 
are qualified to undertake, and always turns to good 


own ſelves is a Work very proper for us; 


account. We generally determine and give — 
| l 


* 
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juſt as we ſtand affected to Perſons and Things; Our 
own Paſſions and private prepoſſeſſions blind our Minds, 
and either hinder us from diſcerning the Truth, or 
trom letting it have its due Weight with'us. Where- 
as, if we proceeded upon no other Principle but rhe 
Love of God, thoſe Matters, which diſagree with our 
own Senſe of Things would be allow'd fairer Conſide- 
ation and be leſs uneaſie io us. | 
But now ſomething foreign to the Caſe in hand, 
either lurking privately in our own Breaſt, or hap. 
pening from without , engages and draws our Minds 
after it. Many People act upon private Reſpects and 
perſonal Intereſts, even when leaſt ſenſible that they 
do ſo. Theſe Men continue well ſatisfied, ſo long as 
Things agree with their own Inclination ; but are out 
of all Patience, upon the leaſt Difference and Contra- 
diction. And hence it comes to paſs, that good Cor- 
reſpondence is ſo often broke, and Quarrels commen 
ced between Friends and Neighbours, even Men of 
Picty and the molt ſacred Profeſſions, upon no other 
Ground, than they do not Think and Act alike. 


cendant which Uſe and inveterate Habits naturally 
gain upon us. We can very hardly be perſwaded to 
change a Practice or Opinion, which we have been 
educared in, and long acuſtomed to; or to ſuppoſe 
that other Men ſee farther into things, than our 


own Underitanding and Study, than ro that Principle 
of Virtue, which ſhould diſpoſe him to an entire Sub- 
miſſion to Chriſt ana his Doctrine, is by no means in a 
condition of having his Mind enlightned by God. For 
God expects, that we ſhould be {abject ro Him with- 
out any Reſerves, and thinks it fir, that a Religious 
Love and Obedience ſhould rake place of our own 
Reaſonings. - | f 
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The Reaſon of this ſeems to be, that mighty Aſc. 


ſelves. The Man therefore, who learns more to his 


His is a conſtant and univerſal Rule, That no Con- 
ſideration of any Advantage, no Regard of any 
Perſon whatſoever, mult ever prevail With us to do 
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an III Thing: But the Benefit of a Perſon who fangs 
in need of our Relief, is oftentimes à ſufficient War- 
rant for leaving a Good Thing undone; ar for chang- 


ing our Meaſures, and chuſing to do one Good Thing 
rather than another. For indeed, properly ſpeaking, 


this is not ſo much an omitting to do well, as a pru- 


dent Contrivance to do better. But, let the Thi 


we do bewhat it will, it is the Principle, upon.whi 


we do it, that muſt recommend it; And, as with- 
out Charity, both all we are and all we do, fignife 


nothing; ſo, where this is at the bottom, every thing 
we do, how mean ſdever in it ſelf, is of very walu⸗ 


able conſideration. For God obſerves by hat Springs 
we are moved, and meaſures our Deſert, by the Dfl- 
poſition of the Heart, and not by the Worth of the 
Gift, or the Quality of the Action. 


The Man then, that 88888 deal, does a great 


deal; The Man that does any thing well, in that one 


thing does a great deal; And he does well, who * 
4 


gers the Good of others, before his own private 
ſure or Profit. That which frequently paſſes for Cha- 
rity, is really no better than a ſelfiſn and carnal Prin- 


ciple: For how very ſeldom do Men act upon other 
Motives, than the gratifying their own Inclinations, 


the doing their own Will, the proſpect of their own 
Advantage, the expectation of Return or Reward; So 


conſulting the Convenience, not ſo. much of Others, 


as Themſelves? 


Now true and perfect Charity ſeeks not its gn Ad- 
vantage; and if God, in his Bounty, be pleaſed, to.re- 
compence it, yet this Recompence is not the thing 
principally in View, but its great Aim and End is the 


Glory of God. For the fame reaſon Charity envicth 


not, 1 Cor. 13. becauſe Envy is a Paſſion pßoceeding 


from Selfiſhneſs and Pride. And therefore the Man, 
who acts upon a Principle ſo getierous, as neither to 


ſeek his own pri vate Iatere ſt, nor to take Satisfactien 
in himſelf, but places all his Content and Bliſs in Gad 
alone, is got above Envy, and incapable of ſo mean a 
Paſſion. Charity looks upon God as the ſole Begin- 


ning and End of all Good ; the Source, from whence 


it flows, and the Immenſe Ocean, in which it is ſwal- 
lowed up; the Perſon n all the Saints 1 
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"their Righteouſneſs, and in the Fruition of wham the 
*Reward of their Righteouſneſs conſiſts. And there- 
tore the Man poſſeſs' d of this Principle, ſets no undue 
"Value upon himſelf or others ; He takes no-part of the 


Merit or Honour to himſelf; He is not kev in the | 


. Commendation of others, but aſcribes the whole Glo- 


ry of every virtuous Action to Him, whoſe, originally 


and in truth, it is. And litle need be ſaid, ro ſhew, 
that one thus diſpoſed, thus perſuaded of God, as the 
Only, the Univerſal Good, mult have (et his Heart up- 
on things above. For ſure the leaſt Spark of this Ho- 
ly Fire will ſerve to kindle in our Breaſts the Love of 
Heaven and Spiritual Joys, and ſuffice to convince us, 
that all here below is full of Vanity, and by no means 
an Object worthy our Affections. 2 


FFG RR FT. 
f bearing with other Mens Faults. 


XX; Hen you obſerve in your ſelf or others. any thing 
n amiſs, Which you would tain but cannot Cure, 
your Duty in ſuch Caſes is to endure it, till God ſees 


fit to order Matters otherwiſe. And a Duty this is 


highly reaſonable, if you conſider, that Joly it is 
much wiſer and better, that theſe Faults ſhould not he 
amended, than that they ſhould. It may be, God per- 
mits them for the Tryaland Increaſe. of your Patience 
and Humility, without which all other Virtues are of 
o great regard in his fight. But at the ſame time that 
. © you ought to bear, you are no leſs ↄbliged to pray a- 
gainſt them; To beg, that the ill Example of them 
may be no hindrance to you in your Chriſtian Courſe ; 
And to implore the Alliftance of his Grace, for the bear- 
ing them in ſuch a manner, that the Provocarions ari- 
ling thence may never ſhake your Temper, or betray 
e you * any ſinful, or fo much as indecent, exceſs of 
Paffiofl. © Bo | 1 
Ita Man refuſe to comply with good Advice, or to 
reform upon Admonitions and Reproofs ; you are not 
Valter theſe Offers of doing him Service have been made 
and repeated, obliged to contend with him any longer. 
-*Tis better to commit the whole Affair to God, and en- 
geayour to effect that by your Prayers, which your Di- 


i 


ſcourſes 


How unreaſonable it is, to expect you (ſhould make o- 


you are ſenſible you ought to be. And, indeed, no- 
t 


tend ſuch Intereſt in us; and yet there is nothing {0 


This ſhe ws, how far we are from obſerving that great 


92 
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ſcourſes could not do. Beſeech Him therefore, whoſe” 


infinite Wiſdom knows how to bring Good out ot E- 
vil, that his Will may be done, and his Name glorifi- 
ed; and that all, 28 6% Serve and Worſhip-him, may, be- 
led into' ſuch Actions as molt contribute to theſe Ends, 
and are well-pleaſing in his ſight. And, when you 
have thus diſcharged your Part, {er your ſelf reſolutely. 
to bear the greateſt Infirmitics and Faults of your Bre- 
thren without any Diſturbance. And, for confirming; 
this Reſolution, remember, that You alſo have many 
Failings of your own, by which the Patience of other 
People, will have its turn of being exerciſed, And it 
you do, (as certainly you cannot but) ſee this, thiuk 


thers in all particulars, what you would have them rea 
be; when you cannot ſo much as make your iclt, What 


ing is more common, than to expreſs exceeding Zeal 


in amending our Neighbours, and mighty Indignaris 


on againſt Their Vices or Imperfections, while at the 
fame time we neglect the beginning at Home, and ci- 
ther quite overlook, or ſeem highly contented with our 
OW. N . 

We take a pleaſure in being fevere upon others, but 
cannot endure to hear of our own Faults. We arg 
farpriſed and uneaſie at the Liberties they take with 
vs, and wonder with what Confidence they can pre- 


extravagant, which we do not think we have a Right 
to expect, and reſent it highly to be denied. We ſet 
up for Reformers, declaim̃ at the Wickedneſs of the 
Age, and are all for Suppreſſing and Puniſhing it by 
rigorous Laws; and yet are unwilling, that auy Check 
or Reſtraint ſhould be put upon our own Freedoms. 


Rule of Equity, The Loving our Neighbours as our 

Selves; and Meting to Others the ſame Meaſure, which 

we are content ſhould be meaſured to Us again, =—_ 
Further yet, Suppoſing all Men to be without Faults, mn 

ſomeExcellencles and Virtues muſt be loſt too; What 

would become of Patience, what of For giving and For- 


bearing one anot her for Chriſt's ſake, if there were no 


Provocations to try our Temper? And ſuch there could 
> : D 2 5 not 
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not be, if every Man were perfect, and did his Duty. 
But, as the 1885 Condition of the World is order- 
ed, God hath furniſhed us with conſtant Occaſions of 
Bearing one anothers Burdens. For there is no Man lives 


without his Failings ; no Man that is ſo happy, as ne- | 


ver to give Offence ; na Man without his Load of Trou- 
ble; no Man ſo Sufficient, as never to need Aſſiſtance; 
none ſo Wiſe, but the Advice of others may, at ſome 
time or other, be uſe ful and neceſſary for him: And 
therefore, we ſhould think our ſelves under the ſtrong. 
eſt Engagements, to Comfort, and Relieve, and In- 
ſtruct, and Admoniſh, and Bear with one another. 
Beſides, We ſhall do well to reflect; that Afflictions 
and uneafie Accidents are the cleareſt Indication of a. 
Man's Goodnefs, and the Degrees of his Improvements. 
For we miſtake extreamly, in imagining, that any 
thing which happens ro us from without, 1s the real 
cauſe of our doing Well or III; Adverſity does not 
make Virtue or Vice, but exert and draw. them into 
Practice; it does not change the Man from what he 
was, but only diſcover what he really is. 


„„ „JL 
ae Life. 


THE Man who deſires to maintain Peace and. a 
good Underſtanding with Others, muſt learn, in 
order to it, in many Caſes to deny and ſubdue him- 
ſelf. If then you would keep your ground, or ad- 
vance forward in Piety and Virtue, poſſeſs your ſelf 
entirely with the Notion of your being no better than 
a Stranger and a Pilgrim only here upon Earth. As 
ſuch, be content to forego the Enjoy ments and Eſteem 
of the World, and to be accounted a Fool for Chriſt's 
fake. . For, till this be done, You are not duly prepa- 
red ro retire, and enter into a courſe of Lite wholly 
devoted to God and Religion. | 322 
The peculiar Habit, and Tonſure, and other For- 
malities, by which Monaſticks are diſtinguiſhed from 
common Men, add nothing to their Sanctity, nor con- 


. 


tribute in the leaſt to fender them what they pretend 


to be. This can only be done by a Temper, as differ 
ent from the reſt of the World, as their way n 
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ving: An entire Change ef Manners and an effectual 


Mortification of their Paſſions and Defires. He that 
. retreats out of any other Deſign but the Service and 


Honour of God, and the Salvation of his Soul; will 


be ſo far from avoiding Miſery and Trouble, that he 


will inyolve himſelf in new and greater Troubles, and 


become more exquiſitely Wretched, than the Affairs 


of the World could make him. No body can con- 
tinue eaſie in his own Mind, who does not endeavour 
to become leaſt of all, and Servant of all. | 


Remember then, that You come to Obey, and not to 


Govern ; The State of Life, to which You are called, is 
a State of Labour and Hardihip, and much Suffer. 
ing; not of Leiſure, and Eaſe, and Diverſion. You do 
not ſo properly forſake, as change, your Buſineſs. For 
this ſort of Life is ſuch a Tryal of Men, as the Fire is 
of Gold: And none make good their Poſt in it, but ſuch 
as are content to humble themſelves, and heartily and 
cheerfully ſubmit to any thing for God's ſake. 


Fo. cot 1197) 20 a9 ak ee 624 
Of the Examples of Holy Men in former Ages. 


T will much contribute to our Progreſs and Encou- 

ragement in Chriſtian Virtues, to keep in view 
thoſe lively Patterns, which thoſe holy Fathers have 
ſer us, whoſe Zeal and exalted Piety ſhone clear in for- 
mer Generations. For by obſerving the brightneſs of 
their Luſtre, we ſhall at the ſame time aiſcern the 
faintneſs and dimneſs ot our own Light, and bluſh to 
find the preſent Age ſo much eclipſed by the unequal 


Compariſon. Alas! how poor and mean are our At- 
tainments when put into the Ballance with Theirs! 


Thoſe excellently good Perſons, thoſe affectionate 
Friends and Followers of Chrift, ſerved God inſtantly, 


in Hunger and Thirſt, in Cold and Nakedneſs, in La- 


bour and Wearineſs, in Watchings and Faſtings, in 
Prayers and holy Meditations, in many Perſecutions 


aud ſharp Reproaches. 


Bleſſed God ! how many, how grieyous Miſeries and 
Hardſhips did the Apoſtles and Martyrs, the Confeſ⸗- 
fors and Virgins endure heretofore! Ard not They 
only, but all thoſe brave and generous Souls in the 
1 D 3 pits 
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primitive and purer State of the Church, who made 
i the ſtudy of their hole Lives to tread in the Steps 
of: thein meeł and ſuffering Saviour ! Theſe heavenly- 
minded Perſons even hated their own Lives unto the 
Death, that they might preſerve them unto Life eter- 
nal. How very auſtere, how entirely mortified, was 
the Converſation of the antient Hermits in the Deſerts? 
How long, how ſharp the Temptations they under- 
went? How tierce and frequent their Conflicts with 
the Enemy. af Souls? How conſtant and fervent their 
S Flow rigorous: their Abſtinence, how un- 
blemiſhed their Chaſtity? How eager their Deſires, 
how indefatigable their Endeavours, after higher de- 


Arees of Perfection? How vigorous and gallant the th 
War they waged againſt their Vices and rebellious Ap- al 
2 How. pure and uncorrupt all their Intentions, 8 

ow free from any mixture of Worldly Proſpects, and al 


lincerely fixed upon God and his Glory? The whole 
Day they employed in hard Labour, the whole Night 
in Devotion; From which their very Labours did not 
Hinder them, for even theſe were conſecrated too, by 
due frequent intermingling of Prayers and holy Ejacu- 
ions. | 
--+Fheir great Care in a word was, That no Portion 
of the Time God cons them in the Body, might be ſpenr 
unprofitably: And what they laboured to make an Im- 
provement, their Zeal made a Delight. For Time in 
their Eſteem was much too ſwiſt; and their Devotions 
0 far from creating Wearineſs, that ary Howr 
{eem'd ſhort, and ſnatched away thoſe Joys too haſtily. 
which they felt in converſing with Him Whom their 
Soul loved. Their Thoughts were ſo intent, their Rap» - 
tures ſo entertaining, ſo raviſhingly ſweet, that they 
became almoſt all Spirit, and quite forgot their Bodies, 
and rhe Care — wo for {ſupporting them in Lite. 
Riches, and Honours, and Greatneſs, and Friends, and 
Relations, were now no longer their Concern: How 
ſhould they? When even a part of their on Perſons 
ceaſed to be ſo; And providing choſe things, without 
which, Mortals cannot ſubſiſt, was now grown a trou- 
ble, and, to Perions fo abſtracted from Fleſh and Senſe, 
a painful and unſcaſonable Interruption. of better and 
much more important Buſineſe. Ac 
1 ; k | — 
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- Theſe Mer, tis true, had no carthly Poſleſionszbut == 


they, who were Poor in that reſpect, were 


Wealthy in another, rich in the Favour of God, and a- 


bounding in excellent Virtues. What they wanted of 
outward Comforts was much better ſupplied by the 
lentiful Communications of divine Graces, the inward 
cfreſhments and unſpeakable Conſolations of the 


Bleſſed Spirit. Theſe Strangers to the World, were inti- 


marely acquainted with its Maker and Lord: And; how 
meanſy ſoever they might think-of themſelves, or ho 
deſpicable they might appear in rhe Eyes of others, 


et in the fight of God they were particularly dear, 
ighly- honourable, and precious. They eee a2 


their Humility, and ſincere Obedience in their Courage 
and Conſtancy, their Meekneſs, and Patience, and 


great Charity. And by this continuance in well doing 


and contented ſuffering, thay made daily advances in 
ſpiritual Perfection, and attained to a Wwonderfulhigh 


| pitch of Grace and Favour with God.  By-thisexem- 


2 Piety, they are become proper Pattenns for the 
Imitation of all devout Men in after Ages; And, tho 
but a few in number, ought to encourage and prevail 
upon us more powerfully to rival their uncommon 
Zeal, than the numerous Examples of negligent and 
Luke warm Chriſtians ſhould do, to ſlacken and fuffer 
our Piety to grow col. Tt | 
To theſe we may add the ardent Devotion of thoſe 
Holy Men, who retired from the World-imto.Claifters 
and Celis, which, at their firſt Inſtirution, were Places 
of great Piety and ſevere Virtue. Their Prayers were 
frequent and devour, their Emulation in ſpiritual Per- 
ſections noble, their Diſcipline ſtrict and well ordered; 
their Obedience to Superiours modeſt and reſpectful. 
Even thoſe Footſteps of their Piety ſtill remaining, 


from Which their Succeſſors have ſince ſo ſeandoloi ty | 


degenerated, are ſufficient to inform us, that the fi 

Combatants in this way againſt the World and the 
Fleſh, were Men of Gallantry, and juſt Renowm. Bus 
now alas! how wretched a pals are we come to; when 


it is counted a mighty matter, if here and there one 


keep himſelf from tranſgreſſing the Rules of his Order, 
and patiently ſubmit to thoſe Exereiſes which his Pro- 
feſſion impoſes upon hm a8 


* * 
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Oh what a miſerable Age of cold Indifference and 
wicked Careleſneſs are we fallen into! How are the 
holy Flames of Primitive Zeal extinguiſhed ! And in- 
ſtead of being a Delight, how great a Wearineſs, how 
inſupportable a Burden, are Religious Duties and Ex- 
erciſes become to us How wretefied is. that Stu idity, 
how profound that Sleep, which now op preſſes the 
Spirits of Mankind, when ſo many bright Examples 
cannot prevail with us to ſhake off our Sloth and Slum- 
ber, nor awaken our Souls into any tolerable Concern 
for baniſh'd Piety and neglected Virtue! 


| Cn 4. XIX. LEE 
The Exerciſe of a truly Religions Perſon. 


He Life of a Chriſtian, who hath dedicated him- 
ſelf to the Service of God, ſhould abound with 
eminent Virtues of all kinds, that he may bereally the 
fame Perſon, which he is by outward Appearance and 
Profeſſion. Indeed he ought not only to be the ſame, 
but much more, in his inward diſpoſition of Soul, be- 
cauſe he profeſſes to Serve a God, who ſees the inward 
Parts, a Searcher of the Heart and Reins, a God and Fa- 
ther of Spirits: And therefore, ſince we are always in 
his Sight, we ſhould be exceeding careful to avoid all 
Impurity, all that may give him Offence, whoſe Eyes 
cannot behold Iniquity. We ſhould, in a word, ſo far 
as mortal and frail Nature can, imitate the Bleſſed An- 
Is in all manner of Holineſs, ſince We, as well as 
They, are always in his preſence. To this purpoſe 
it would be expedient, daily to renew. our Reſolutions 
of living well, and every Morning to retre{h and 
uicken that Zeal, with which' they were made at 
rft. To beg of God, that he would help us, and en- 
able vs that Day to begin well; To begin, I ſay, for 
all that we have done hitherto, ought in lowlineſs of 
be to ſeem, and to be acknowledged by us, as 
nothing. | F 
Great Diligence and Watchfulneſs is neceſſary, in 
order to diſcharging faithfully what we have intend- 
ed, and reſolved, zealouſly. For if They, who are 
moſt ſincere and vigorous in their Purpoſes, are yet 
too often weary, and remiſs in their mene 
* What 


wy TY 1 n £6 © ko bn Mos MT bg 


Book I. of JESUS, CHRIST. 33 


What do we think mult needs become of thoſe who 


purpoſe but very ſeldom, or very-coldly.?- Tis true 
indeed, the Occaſions of our falling off, or fainting in 

our Minds, are various and many; and ſeldom do we. 
allow our ſelves in any Omiſſſon of Religious Duties, 
without even thus perceiving a very ſenſible abatement 
and decay of Zeal,, The Perſevreranee ef good Men, 
inthe. midſt of ſo many Diffieulties and Auocaxiong, 
muſt be aſeribed to God's Favour and Aſſiſtance more 
than to any Care and Wiſdom, of their oõ œJ. And” 
Good Men have always this Notion of the thing, for 
they depend upon God for the Succeſs of all they do, 
eyen of their beſt aud wiſeſt Undertakings. 4 Mans 
Heart demi fet h bis. May, but the. Lora divefet hb his 


1 Says Solamom, Prov. 16.9. We may contriveand- 


as. ſeems moſt adviſabſe; but, as gh very: Pre ha. 
rations of the. Hears by which we do ſo, are fram the 
Lord, V. 1. ſo is the event ot our having done it intire- 
ly in his diſpoſal. 1 5 
I at any time a Religious Exerciſe be omitted upon 
the account of ſome other Act of Piety, or ſome W 
of Charity, at that time inconſiſtent With it ; chig de 
us no Diſſervice. and the Omiſſſon is ef 1 th 
But it through ebnen or indiſpoſition of Mind, 
if through Lazineſs or any voluntary Neglect of nr 
own, our cuitomarꝝy Devotionz be paſſed over; mis. is. 
trom a Wicked Cauſe, and will not fail to have a very 
ill Effect upen us. When we keep our Zea), with. all 


our might, and do our very beſt, yet even then WW 
ſhall find our ſelves often defeRtive. But, though une 


cannot arrive at abſolute Perfection, nor conquer all 
aur Frailties, nor prevent all our Hindranees in G- 
neſs; yet ought nat this to diſeourage us from thy 1195 
and reſolving. And, when we do ſo, we-thall do 
well not to content our ſelves With general Intentions; 
but bend our Force againſt ſome particular things and 
chiefly againſt ſuch, as we have found by Experience, 
to be the greateſt and moſt troubleſome Obltruftion 
to our doing well. The Condition of our Affairs wirk- 
out, and that of our own Souls within, muſt be dili- 
gently conſidered, and reduced into the beſt Order -e 
canz becauſe both the Circumſtances of r 
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our furtherance in Piety. # 
It may be you cannot at all times recollect and call 
your ſelf to Account; but certainly you cannot want 


portunities of doing ſo once every Day at leaſt. 


he Morning or Evening are proper for it. At Night 


you may lay out your Buſineſs for the Day following, 


and, at the return of Night again, you may reflect 
what hath paſſed in the Day-time; how your 
Thoughts, and Words, and Actions, have agreed with 
that Scheme of Behaviour you laid before your ſelf. 


Where you have tranſgreſt, how far exceeded or fallen 
ſhort, and in what Inſtances; (for alas! it is but too 


Itkely that you have in many Inſtances )'offended God 
and Man. In this Scheme you form of living wel] 


quit your ſelf like a Man in reſiſting the Aſſaults of 
the Devil. To this end begin with keeping a ſtrict 


hand over your Appetite-; for when you have once 


attained to a rigid and maſterly Sobriery, all other 


flefhly Deſires and Temptations will be vanquiſhed and 


kept under with much leſs difficulty. To the ſame 


41 beware of Idleneſs; be conſtantly in Action; 
et Reading, or Writing, or Praying or Meditating, 
or Contriving ſome what for the good of Others, em- 
ploy your leiſure Hours, Some bodily Exerciſes are 
very fit to be uſed, but thefe will require Prudence 


in the Choice of them; for all are not equally conve- 
nient; and therefore the Nature and Degrees of them 
muſt be conſidered, as well as the Temper and Con- 


ſtitution of the Per ſon conſulted to render them pro- 
fitable. N | . 


Some religious Exerciſes the Community is concern- 


ed in, and they mult be attended to in publick. Others 
are perſonal, and theſe will be beſt performed in pri- 
vate. This Diſtinction is of great uſe, to keep Men 
from acting improperly ; for even a good thing may 
loſe much of its gracefulneſs and commendation,by be- 
ing done out of due place and time. Another neceſſary 
Caution, which many good People. ſtand in need of, 
is, That you ſhould nor be ſo zealouſly bent upon any 
ivate Devotions or Duties, as for Their ſakes to 
Right or Diſuſe the Publick ; For theſe require at leaſt 
an equal degree of your Eſteem, and Care in _ at- 
tendance 
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tendance of them. But when you have diſcharged your 
Duty in that Point, and done all that your particular 
Station, or the Commands of your Superiours require 
from you, Then is the proper Seaſon, and: then you 
will do well, to return into your own Breaſt, and em- 
ploy the remainder of your Time, as Piety, and Religi- 
ous Purpoſes ſhall direct. And here again, a prudent 
Choice is needtul.; for all ſorts, even of Religious En- 
tertainments, are not ſuited alike to our Spiritual Ad- 
vantage. Some difference ariſes from the conſidera. 
tion ot the Perſons ʒ and another very viſible one from 
the different Times and Seaſons of uſing them. Some 
are moge proper for Holidays, others for common 
Days; {ome for Feſtivals, others for Faſts; Some for a 
time of Temptation and Affliction, Others for a peaceful 
and a ſerene State of Mind; Some to Perſons in Grief or 
under calamitous Circumſtances; Others for Proſperity, 
when our Spirits flow gayly, and our Hearts rejoyce 
and ſing for the Goodneſs of the Lord. Particularly 
it Will be convenient in an eſpecial manner to renew 
and, raiſe our Souls by very frequent and ſolemn Acts 


of Piety and Devotion, at the conſtant returns of all 


the Chriſtian Feſtivals. For theſe ſhould repreſent to 
our Minds, the eternal uninterrupted Feſtival of Joy 
and Thanks, celebrated by the Saints in Heaven. And 
this ſhould put our Souls upon the Wing, inflame our 


Devotion, mount us vp thither, and make us act even 


beyond our ſelves; more cheerfully, more vigorouſly ; 
As if we were juſt then going to receive that᷑ glorious 
'Reward of our | out. which theſe glad Seaſons bring 


ſo lively Ideas of to our Thoughts. 4 118m; 

And, it the Time of our receiving that Reward be 
ſtill delayed, let us ſo be thankful tor a longer time 
given us here, as at the ſame time to be humbled by 


that very length of - Life, which the 5 of the 
World are apt to eſteem the greateſt Happineſs that 
can befal them. Let us endeavour to do God ſtill bet - 
ter Service, but let us ſuſpect, that we have not ſerved 
him yet as we ought, For if we had, he would not have 
put off our Recompence to a farther Day; and proba- 
Ble it is, that he does not tranſſate us to Heaven as yet, 
becauſe we are not fit for it. And ler us therefore 
Aouble our Care to qualifie our ſelves for that Glory: 


-— 
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which in his own appointed time ſhall not fail to be 
manifeſted in us. Come he moſt aſſuredly will, and 
-Bleſjed is that Servant whom h:s Lord, when he rometh, 
ball ind Watehing, Luke 12.37. Verily, I ſay un:o 
you, he will make him Ruler over all his Goods, and 


| Cu Ar. X% 
Love of Solitude and Silence. 


REſerve a convenient Proportion of / your Time for 
privacy and r your ſelf; and let 
this be ſpent in 2 and thankful Reflections upon 
the Mercies of God; and in reading good Books. A- 
mong which, Iadviſe you by all means to let alone nice 
Diſputes, and unprofitable Speculations, and keep to 
ſuch Subjects as may be 3 tor the exciting your 
Zealand quickning your A 


that you ſhall want leiſute for theſe good Purpoſes. 
For af you will prevail with your ſelf to abate the mere 
Impertinences of Life, the unneceſſary Converſations, 
the Time ſpent in hearing and telling of News, in en- 
quiring after, and ſpread ing about, idle Reports; and 
| n as are either faulty or frivolous waſtings of your 
Time, You cannot want ſufficient Leiſure, and great 


Opportunities, for cheriſhing and improving holy and 4 


4 heavenly Meditations. Thus did the moſt eminent 
Saints induſtriouſly avoid: Company. and Bulineſs; and 
chooſe Covers with God in private, as much and 
as often as poſſibly they cou dd. 
Tis a good Reflection, which the Philoſopher made 
of himſelf; That he never was in other Mens Com- 
pany, but he came out of it leſs a Man than he went 


in: And this is what we may frequently confirm by | 
e 


our own Experience, after a great deal of Diſcour 

_ -hath paſs d. Tis certainly much eaſier for a Man to 
reſtrain kimſelf from Talking at all, than to enter in- 
to Diſcourſe, and not ſay more than becomes him : 
Intinitely eaſier to live at Home and ſee no body, than 
to go abroad into Company, and return innocent. A 
Man therefore, who makes inward and ſpiritual Per- 


tection his grea: End, muſt imitate the Bleſſed jeſus, 


and 


ections ; rather than ſuch, 
as may employ the Subtlety of your Wit. Never fear 
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and oſten withdraw himfelf fromthe Multitude. No 
one is qualified to converſe in Publick, who is: not 
highly contented without ſuch Converſation ;-hbrito 
entertain, or receive Entertainment from Others, why 
cannot entertain himſelf alone with Satisfaction. No 
Man is fit to govern, who hath not learn'd how to o- 
bey: No Man can enjoy Mirth with fafety, who is not 
at the ſame time in a Condition of rejoycing in a Good 
Conſcience: None is fit to ſpeak freely, but he who 
can without any violence ro himſelf, refrain his 
Tongue, or keep filence alrogerher,' 
| _- Accordingly we may obſcrye, that the Pleaſures and 
| inward Security of the belt Men, have always been 
tempered with the Fear of God. Nor was their Hu- 
mility or their Care one whit abated, in conliderat ion 
of thoſe extraordinary Virrues, and abundant Mea- 
ſures of Divine Grace, in which they excel'd common 
. Chriſtians. Bur the Security of wicked Men, and that 
SatisfaCtian they take in themſelves, ſprings from Pride 
and Haughtiseſs of Temper; and t! erctore the con- 
ſtant Effects of it, are an undue  Contempr of others, 
and a falſe Opinion of themſelves. gibt ts HY 
Never flatter your ſelf with an Expectation of abſo. 
lute e, in this Life, Whatever your Condition, how 
far retired from the World, or out of the way of Temp- 
tation it may ſeem to be. For it often happens, that 
thoſe whom the World eſteems in Strength and Virtus, 
above common Men, have been involved in Dangers 
proportionably greater than theirs, meerly upon the 
account of the tos "confident Opinion they had of 
their own Abilities. And this Conſideration makes 
the being tempted ſometimes a Bleſſing, greater than 
that of living altogether eaſie and free from Temp- 
ration. For the oftner we are atrack'd, the greater 
Check this gives to our Selt-conceir and Spiritual 
Security; and the more we are affſicted, the leſs apr . 
we ſhall be to love or uſe the externa Wee 4 
chis World, beyond the bounds of Decency and Mo” _ 
deration. And, if à Man could fo perfectly draw off | 8 
his Mind from theſe, as never to purſue any tranſitory 
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Pleaſure, never to engage himſelf with the World; 
O what bleſſed, what perpetual Peace of Canfcien ce 
Would that Man „ be raviſhcd with! Nay 


could 
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could we but cut pff all our unprofitable and ground- 
rs and Capes, and employ. our Thoughts upon 
q jets only, as are weighty and uſeful, ſuch ag 
Piowiote the Honour and Service of God, our on 
Ration, and the Good of Others, How eaſie and 
uiet, how free from all Reproach, would ſuch a Ones 
| ex be to him | oi V 
No Man deſerves inward and heavenly Comforts, 
who does not diligently examine, and willingly afflic 
99 44 To be quality*d for this Solitude, it is abſo- 
utely needful ro obſerve that Method recommended by 
the Plalmiſt ; Commune with your own Heart in your 
Chamber, and be ſtill, Pſal. 4. Enter into thy Cloſet, 
and ſhut the Door about thee, ſays our Saviour, Matth. d. 
Advice, which never can be more ſeaſonable, than 
upon theſe Occaſions : For the Cloſet will give you the 
Satisfaction, which it is ſcarce poſſible not to loſe 
in a more publick Place; .: And it the Cloſet be not 
pleaſant, the only reaſon is, that it hath been leſs fre- 
. Quented than it ought.. To thoſe, whoat firſt uſe this 
etirement carefully, it miniſters a Pleaſure and ſecret 
Con ſolation, above what any Company or Diverſion 
in the World can pretend to. 2 
It is by ſilent and ſolitary Study, that the Soul gets 
- acquainted with the hidden Myſteries of Scripture; 
Here ſhe finds thoſe Floods of Eiouvs Tears, by which 
Holy Men waſh themſelves Day and Night .; Here-ſhe 
Contracts a Familiarity and free Intercourſe with God, 
Fo much the cloſer and more intimate, as ſhe removes 
40 2 greater diſtance from the Noiſe and Hurry. of the 
World. Think not then, that the Man who with- 
.Araws from his Friends and Acquaintance, is perfectly 
zalane. No, he only changes that tor better Company, 
and is. yiſited in his quiet Rętreats hy God and his holy 
Angels, A wiſe Man would rather chooſe to live thus 
-Unobſerved, and proſecute the Bulinels ofthis Soul with- 


Jeſs KF 
ſack; 


12 UF NG Leg. SO GGHIHRASI eee muy A... 


Tx 


out Interruption ; than even to Work Miracles, and la 
zartract univerſal Ad miration and Applauſe, at the ex- 8 
pence of neglecting his N „ fo 
It is highly agreeable to the Character of a Perſon th 
entirely devoted ro God, to ſt ir but {c}dom abroad, to B 
Aecline being publickly ſcen of Men, and ro be as little 2 
Hons of ſceipg the World. For to What PE, her » 
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deed ſhould any one be eager to ſee that which he muſt 
not enjoy? The World paſſeth away and all the Deſire 
thereof, ſayt the Apoſtle, 1 Joh. 2.17. Our ſenſual Af- 
fections invite and entice us, but when the Moment of 
| gratifying that Inclination is once over ; What have 
you got by the Bargain, but ſerious Remorſe, and an 
unſettled Temper of Mind? He that goes out full of da- 
tisfaction, often returns as full of ä and Dil - ; 
ao ; and many a merry Evening occalions a ſad Morn- 
ng. Thus all the Plezſurcs of Senſe careſs and court 
vs at firſt meeting, bur at their part ing leave a Sting 
behind, and call our Hearts with ſharp and Killing 
Pains. |, What can you ſee in any other Place which the 
_ moſt retired Grove or Deſert will not preſent to your 
Eye? Here you ſurvey the Heavens, here view the 
Earth, here fee the ſeveral Elements, Which are the 
Seeds and firſt Ingredients of which the whole World 
and every Creature in it are compounded... 
Bur what can you ſee either here, or any where elſe, 
which is of long Continuance? Tou expect perhaps 
that Variety will farisfie you. Alas ! it cannot be. For, 
n ſuppoſe you could at one View have ail rhings under 
the Sun ſer before you; What is there even in this, ſive 
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only the beholding them with your Eyes? Turn then 

15 thoſe Eyes where they may gaze With Profit. Looſe -. 

h up to God on high; fix them upon the Throne ff 

9 Grace in Prayer, and continue ſtedfaſt and fervent in 

d, this, till you obtain Pardon for your Sins and Errours. 

85 Leave the Vanities of the World, to the vain Men of 

8 the World; But conſider, that you are a Child of 

1 God, and therefore bend your Thoughts and Labours 

ly entirely to thoſe things which your heavenly Father 

5 requires at your Hands. Invite that Jefus, in whom 5 

y our Soul "delights into your Apartment; there fo- ? 

P ce your ſelf With his Love, for in that Converſation 

74 only true Peace and ſolid Joy are to be found. If this 
d ſeems a Paradox, I muſt inform you what is the true 
** Occaſion of its doing ſo. Had you never mingled your 
N ſelt with the World, nor imbibed any of its vain No- 
n tions, your Mind had been more ſettled and compoſed: = 
le But now the Itch of Novelty hatli taken hold of you; 1 


and it muſt coſt ſome Unraſineſs to cure this E vil; But 
04 till that Cure be effected, 1 and perfect "_ 
| 28 2, 5M 
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of Temper you cannot have, nor be reconciled to So- 
lutude, and the ſubſtantial Pleaſures that attend it. 


nan, Nr. 
Compuntt ion of Heart. 
HE that would grow in Virtue and ed ati he 


ſure to preſerve a conſtant awful Senſe of the- 
Divine Majeſty upon his Mind; Checking by this Holy 
Fear all his indecent Liberties, keeping his Appetites 


and Affections under ſtrict Diſcipline ; and not letting 
himſelſ looſe to light or extravagant Mirth. Employ. 


your ſelf therefore in humbling, and afflicting your 
own, Mind, and this will certainly lead you te a devour 


and truly Chriſtian Temper. For inſinite Advantage 
is to be had by theſe zealous Exerciſes, which Folly and 
Inconſideration quickly lofe again. One would - won- 


der indeed, how Men can indulge their Mirth to ſo ex- 
travagant a degree, when the Miſer ies ofthis Life, and 


the Sins we have to account for, are ſo many and ſo 


great, that a Man who ſeriouſſy conſiders the Dangers 
his Soul is in, can very e be merry at all, with- 
out ſome ſudden Damp uponhis Spirits. It is from the 
Levity of our own unthinking Minds, a ſtupid Forget- 
ſulnels of our ſinful Condition, and a continuing inſen- 
fible of thoſe Sorrows which ought. moſt tenderly: to 
affect us, that we ſo often indulge the Exceſſes of 
gore and Gayety, when dighs and Tears would 
much better become us. 1 
Aſſure your ſelf, there can be no true Liberty, no 
innocent Merriment, without the Fear of God, and a 
good Conſcience. Happy therefore is the Man, who can 
diſengage himſelf from all thoſe Hindrances, which the 
Buſineſs and Diver ſions of the World caſt in his way, 
and give his Thoughts up entirely to that godly Sor- 
row, which worketh Repentance and Salvation. Hap- 
y He, that can abandon every thin by which his Con- 
5 — is defiled or burdened; and ſet himſelf at li- 


berty from treacherous and enſnaring Pleaſures. And 
this may be compaſſed by Reſolution and Conſtancy; 
For ho difficult and contrary ſoever it may ſeem to 
the general way of the World, and our own former 
Practice; yet no Habit is ſo ſtrong, but by —_— 
1 8 b 
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and many Attempts the direct contrary Habit may be 
1 cone. . mae n . 
It you will firmly ſet —— ſelf to let other Peoples 
Affairs alone, They will follow the Example, and not 
concern themſelves with yo urs. Do not therefore 
create unneceflary Trouhle to your felt by making o- 
ther Mens Bulincſs yohr own, and involving your 
Thoughts and Cares in Matters of Perſons above you. 
Leave the Great Ones of the World to manage their 
own Concerns, and keep your Eyes and Obſer vation 
at home. Your oven Soul is the thing you oughti co look 
after. This requires your niceſt Inſpection and utmoſt 
Diligence; and the Cenſuring and CorreQing your 
ſelf is a Duty which ſhould take place above the Ad- 
1 Reproving the deareſt Friends you have. It 
may be, this Reſerve may pri — Sullennets, 
and loſe you the Favour and good E 

let not that loſs afflict you; There can be no ſo juſt 
ground of Diſſatis faction and Remorſe, as the not be- 


having your ſelt with all the ſtrict Virtue and Circum 


ſpection which becomes a Perſon Who hach renounced 

e World, and devoted himſelf to the Service of God. 
Tis true, an honourable Opinion of Us is a Comfort: 
But it is ſometimes better to want Variety of Com- 
forts, than to have them. This is often the Caſe with 


Advantages merely Humane, the External and tlie 


Worldly; and, as for thoſe which are Spiritual and 


derived from God, if we be either deprived of theſe 


or not ſenſible of their ſweet Refreſhment, the Faultis 
gur own, who neglect to put our ſelves into a fit Di- 
ſpoſition tor them, by god Sorrow for our Sins, aud 

% thoſe vam and ourward Comforts; which 
fhould make room for the ſubſtantial and-heavenly- + 
Get therefore a true and {ug Knowledgeot yout 
{elt; ſee and confeſs you deſerve not any Divine:Contv, 
lation, nay, that you do really deſerve Deſertion, and 
Sorrow, and much;Miſcry When a Man's Mind is m- 
flamed with a truly religious Zeal, this World appeats 


to him. Agood Man can uever fail of dier in juſt 
Matter of Grief, and many Occaſions that provoke 


his Tears. For, Whether he contider his oN Circum- 
ances or thoſe of ather. dev; be will fd; tbat ne 


Man 


eem of Men; but 
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q E 
Man here is exempred from Calamities. And the more ei 
cloſely he conſiders his own Condition, the greater {till et 
will be his Concern. ; But the Misfortunes from with- M 
out might be born with better A were there not 1 
much more grie vous from within, For, of all the Mi- ttb 
ſeries that humble our Souls with Sadneſs, none are h 
ſo juſtly lamented es our Sins and Infirmities; The B 
wretched Load and Incumbrance theſe are to our Con- ai 
{cience;and the Indiſpofition, the Diſability they bring {4 
us under, of att ending without Diſtraction to holy 4 
Duties and Heavenly Contemplations. e 5 A 
Hy theſe we are engaged * trifling and unpro- 5 
firable Thoughts, and diverted from weighty and uſe- * 
ful Subjects. For would we but turn the Current of 7 
our Thoughts another way, the Effect would be viſible tu 
and very Bappy. If we did but ſeriouſly reflect, how: w 
certainly we muſt dye, as often as we think how long H 
it is likely we may live, we ſhould be more zealous and Sa 
diligent to amend our Lives, and provide for that im- Ci 
portant Change. And would we but ſer before our Pe 
Minds a lively Repreſentation of thoſe dreadful Tor- lo1 
| _ ments'whichawaitithe Damned in Hell; it were not ter 
| poſſible ſure to ſhrink back as we do, from the Au- pit 
1 ſterities and Mortifications of a religious Life; or to At 
3 ſuppoſe any Labour and Pain whick we can undergo tre 
2B in the mean while, a Hardſhip nor moſt willingly to- it! 
1 be choſen, for the preventing ſo dreadful a Condem- u 
| nation. But now, becauſe thete things are but ſeldom De 
'J and very flightly thought and We in tenderneſs me 
4 vo our dum Eaſe, much rather ſubmir to the foorhing 181 
4 Impreſſions of preſent deceitful Pleaſures than to 5 
| thoſe harſh and. cutting ones of future Miſery and An 
1 e erer ſtill:go on in the ſame C and im 
3 Indifference; and indulge: our : Sloth at the expence of tur 
. grant indeed, that ſome religious Severities are te- 0 
„ dious and painful to the Body. But the Fault does not 
"| always lye here; For the Body ſometimes: complains Th 
_ and dr) s, not ſo much from irs own: Safferings; as y 
Wo tor. the Meanneſs and Cowardice of the Soul, Rich 
| _ovughrtoencourage and ſupport it. .Beg-thercfoic of ha: 
| God moſtearneſtly, that he would kindle in your Heart Vat 
a read Chriſtian Courage and fervent Teal: Dare to Ca 
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my of a wicked and unthinking World; and 
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entertain your ſelf upon the moſt ungrateful, When 
they are Rea at and neceſſary, Subjects; Prefer the 


Mournings of a pious Penitent before all the vain'Jol- 


God would do tothee, What the pſalmiſt fa 
bong Bu to his own People, even feed thee with : 


—— Tears, and giwe thee ne f Tears to 
arint, E 80. 4. | 
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The Miſerable Condition of eee, 


W Retched thou art, O Man, whereſoever ORR RY 
Wretched thou muſt de, which way foever thon 
turneſt thy ſelf : Beſet on all fides'w — a 
without Remedy, without any Poſſibility of Eſcapę by 
Humane Helps; and only to be avoided by tak ing 
Sanctuary in God. Why then art thou diſquleted * 
Croſſes and-Difappointments ; When thefe are the 
Portion of all Mankind? It is not yours and tine a 
lone; but the greateſt, the beſt Men drink of the blt- 
2 r Cop ; and no Man ever lived in uninterrupted Hap 
P None ever ſucceeded” in all his Withes and 
s e None ever was above Calamities, or free 
exation of Spirit. Since therefore ſo ordained 
it is, that all muſt fuffer and be miſerable, are all e- 
dez ly fo? No, Foiuy'tr are different Conditions a 
ees of Suffer and His is certainly the beſt and 
not comfortable,” Gy o is called and difpofed fo ſuffer 


; tor the fake of God and a Conſtietice, © 


It is uſual for Men who know no better, to 915 
and admire the Rich, the poof me the each x 
imagine, that Princes iy Perſons plentiful For- 
runes are complete But this is the effect 
great Waka Fam 1 deration. If therefore We 
Noe! rectiſie fach miſtaken . let us get 
ht Notion of ſpiritual and heavenly Advanta 
That will ee n Accobrital world- 
y Enjoytaents _ be in ou” Eſteem ; Ho very , 
Intle, how mere e B64 17 * How hard an. 
hazardous to 952 attained; how 


fond 


neertain the Pieſer- 
vation of them, ard how full of Tronble and anxious 
Care, even while we have thend.” And who would be 


Age 


| 
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fond of that which can neither be got, nor loſt, no 


nor kept neither without Fear, and Sorrow, and per- 
Dan Sollicitude; Surely then the Happineſs of Man 
does xot conſiſt in the Abundance of the Things which he 
pofſeſſerh, Luke 12. 15. *Tis ſenſeleſs abſurd. to 
think it can. And if no Proportion of worldly Goods, 
though never ſo large, can exempt us from Miſery; 
then a competent Meaſure of them onght to fatisfie us. 
For Miſerable we muſt be with leſs or more. The 
very living here upon Earth, . without any additional 
2 would make us inevitably ſo. The more 
a Man deſires and la bours to be like God, the leſs a- 
greeable reliſh he hath of Life; becauſe he is ſo much 


more ſenſible, more throughly convinced, of the Frailty 


and Corruption of Humane Nature. For what is this 


Viciſſitude, this daily Round of Eating and Drinking, 


Sleeping and Waking, Wearineſs and Reſt, and the 


many other Neceſſities which the Condition of Mor- 


tality enſlaves us to? Doubtleſs it is a mighty Burden 
and Affliction, to Men whoſe Minds are wholly fixed 
upon higher things, and whoſe only Ambition it is to 
%%% » Ä;‚ ( ˙¹w ws 35 
For the Diſtreſſes and Wants of the outward Man 


are a ſore Hindrance and great Oppreſſion to the in- 


ward; And we ſhall not 4 injure David's Senſe, 
by ſuppoſing even theſe included in that Petition, 
where he begs of God to dcliver him out of his Troubles, 
Pal. 2.5. 17. But wretched are They indeed, Who 
ate not ſenſible ot their Wretchedneſs; And yet more 


_ fo ſtilk are thoſe, vain People, who are even in love 


with it; Who dote upon this mortal Life, Which ex- 
poſes them to it; and cannot think of parting with, it 
t any rate, even when in ſuch uncomfortable Circum- 
ſtances, that all their Time and Care is ſcarce ſuffici- 
ent, to furniſh them with Proviſions neceſſary for the 
ſupport of ir; And yet theſe infatuated Creatures are 


content to lay themſelves out upon Toil and Trouble; 


ever, could diſpenſe with any Concern for God and 


Goodneſs, and willingly forego the Hopes and ver- 


laſting Happinefs of a Heavenly 


Kingdom. 


O foohſh and flow of Heart, to underſtand and be- 
lieve your true Intereſt ! How deep are you immerſed 
1 f a 5 14 1 F in 
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inFleſh and Senſe? How ſottiſnly deluded with Droſs, 


and fond of Vanities which cannot Profit? Have you 


no Notion leſt of any thing but Body? No Regard for 
2 future andenduring Subſtance ?Raiſe your AﬀeQions 
up to nobler Enjoyments, and diſcngage them from 
thoſe” groſs, - thoſe empty Objects, which, if you ſtill 
erſiſt in the Love and Purſuit of, you will one Day 
taught, by {ad Experience, how. Poor and Deſpi- 
eable they really are, and how Unworthy allthateager 
Concern you have thrown away upon them. Be per- 
ſwaded then by Reaſon and Religion, and do not — 
voke God to convince you by Torments and too late 
Remiarſt, of how fark 
World'is to all that are immoderately fond of it. View 
well thoſe Illuſtrious Patterns of Mortification and 
Heavenly mindedneſs, Which the Primitive Saints and 
Favourites of Chriſt have ſet you. Theſe great good 
Men had ſmall regard to the Pleaſures of Senſe; and 
glitter ing Gayeties of this World, but kept their Eyes 
and Hearts intent upon eternal Joys: Theſe were their 


Hope, their Delight, the earneſt and only Longing of 
their Souls; And therefore the only one, left if their 


Affections were at all divided; the love of the Things 
that are ſeen: ſhould faſten down their Hearts to mean 
and earthly Objects. and hinder them from ſoaring up 
on be he \infinitely ings that 


Way that leads to Refreſhment: and true Bliſa. 
Without ſome Violence upon thy felf. Sin 2 1 
33 = 
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ſubdued, nor evil Cuſtoms broken. Without fome 
Uneaſineſs and Pain we cannot live; And while we 
carry this Body of Fleſh about us, theſe will make 
an inſeparable part of the Burden. We wiſhrindeed 
for Eaſe and untroubled Satisfaction; but, as the Con- 
dition of Mankind ſtands at preſent, we wiſh im Vain: 
For, in loſing the Innocence of our Nature, we loſt 
our Happineſs too; and as both left us, ſo both muſt 
be reſtored; together. Patience is now become à ne- 
ceſſary Virtue, and we muſt be content to wait the 
feaſon of God's Mercy ; when he ſhall tully repair our 
Breaches, heal our Infirmities, but a period to our Un- 
righteouſneſs, abſolve the Guilr, blot out the Refhem- 
brance of them, and cauſe Mortality to be ſwallowed 
In the mean time, it cannot merhinksbut bea mighty 
_ Mortification, to conſider, how exceeding! prone this 
frait Nature of ours is to Sin. To Pay you confeſs 
your Sins to Sod, and to Morrow you act thoſe very 
Sins over again, which you lamented but the Day be- 
fore. This Hour you reſolve to be watchtul and take 
good heed” to all your Ways; and the very next 
Hour you run on as giddily and rafhly as ever; for. 
get your Reſolutions, and ſtand more Self. condemned 
_ than if you had never refolvediar all. So great Reaſon 
is there for Thinking very meanly of our ſelves; and 
diſclaiming all vain Confidences in any thing we are, 
or do. Bur theſe ſo ſuddain and frequent Relapſes are 
not our Misfortunes, but our Faults; They are iudeed 
the Conſequences of our Frailty, but that Frailty would 
not affect us to that degree, did not we contribute 
to it by our own Negligence, and Taconſtancy. And 
2 ſmall Neglect will oon undo, what coſt much 
Time and Eabour to effect; and What could not have 
been effected ev en ſo neither, had not Almighty God 
ſeconded our Endeavours with his Divine Aſſiſtance. 
But if we cool ſo very quickly, and cannot Hatch one 
Hour, what will become of us at laſt, and how:ſhall 
we perſevere in Faithtulneſs unto the End? Wretched 
are we indeed, if we Faint and grow Weary, if we 
ive out and ſeek Refreſhment, as if we were already 
fe and in abſolute Peace; when we have ſcarce be- 
gun the Battel, and gained but little Ground METERS 
G92 neis 
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neſs and Reformation of Manners. Alas? we areas 
Fer but raw Beginners; So far from complete Maſters. 
in our Buſineſs, that we have ſtill need ta learn and 
practiſe the very firſt Rules of Living over again, be- 
fore we can beſo perfect as we wiſh and ought to be. 
Nor ſhould we diſdain to do ſo, if thoſe Condeſcenſions 
can prove of uſe to us. | Why: 


init < 50-265 2 1 MA Pail ORE, 
MNMeaitations concerning Death. 


-Clnce Life is of ſhort: and -uncertain Continuance, it 
highly concerns you te look about you, and take 
good heed how you imploy it. To Day the Man is vi- 
gorous, and gay, and flouriſhing, and to Morrow he 
4s cut down, withered and gong. A very little time 
carries him. out of our Sight, and a very little more 
out of our Remembrance. O the hardneſs of Mens 
| Hearts O the wretched Stupidity ! that fixes their 
wille Thoughts and Care upon the preſent, and will 
| nat be prevailed with to look before them, or bear any 
5 Regard to That which muſt come hereafter: Where- 
5 as in truth, eyery Work, and Word, and Thought, 
ought to be ſo ordered, as if it were to be our laſt; 
: and we inſtantly ro Dye and render an Account of it. 
Would we entertain our ſelves more with the Thoughts 
: of Death, it would be leſs a Terrour tous: For, in pro- 
5 portion as our Lives amend, our Fears would abate; 
: and a clear Conſcience will enable us co meet Death 
1 with undaunted Courage. However Fleſh — 
7 may impoſe upon us, yet, be aſſured, tis greater Wi 
1 dom tobe afraid of Sinning, than to be afraid of Dy- 
. ing; a greater Bleſſing to preſerve our Innocence, 
3 than to prolong our Lives. And whence is all this 
4 Fear and Anxiety? Is it becauſe we are not fit to Dye? 
But, if you are not fit to Day, how do you 7 


. d to 
x beſo to Morrow? Alas ro, Morrow is uncertain, nei- 
U ther You, nor I, nor any Man can depend upon it. Or 
'H if we could, yet what does it avail to Live, though it 
= were much longer, when we by longer Living grow 
y ſo little better? Aſſure your ſelt, long Lite is far trom . 
5 being always a Bleſſing. Too many (God knows) are 
1 do tar from growing holier, as they grow older, that 
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| che number of their Days only adds to che number of 0 
i their Sins, and renders their Account more heavy it | 
© hereafter. E i = tire 
1 Happy is that Man, who can comfort himſelf with che 
. having employed any one Day of his Life ſo perfectly ⁶ the 
| well, as he might, and ought to, have done. Many whi 
| reckon up the Years. of their Converſion +with: 4 neg 
IN latisfaction, and think it a mighty. matter, that Vir. 
= have ſo long abandoned the World and a vicious Courſe. we: 
1 And yet, when the Time they boaſt of comes tobe com- an! 
a pared with the Improvements they have made, how our 
=_ ſhameſully little is the, good they have done? It Dy- Chr 
| 5 ing now be terrible, yet remember that living longer the) 
il may be dangerous; and many, many a Man finds but a M 
A too great occaſion to wiſh, that it had pleaſed God to but, 
= take him away ſooner. Happy therefore is He, who wha 

|. keeps the Hour of Death conſtantly in View; and from all. 
{51 this bea ot: what muſt come, takes care to recon- ine 
CLile himſelf to it, and to put his Soul into àa proper Tem- aſl 
per for it, when it.doescome. - . form 
If you attend at any time upon a Death. bed; and Repe 
Tee. another in his panting Agonies; conſider that this Repe 

Friend is gon the ſame way where you mult ſhortly eſt. 
follow him. In the Morning, queſtion whether you De 
. may live till Night; and hen Night comes, do not and 
too confidently promiſe your elf another Morning. as th 
Thus ſhall you be in a conſtant Expectation, and in a Yer « 
good Dilpoſnion:ro dye. And be ſure ſo to live always Serv: 
5 Death may never overtake you unprovided, nor will! 
its ſuddeneſt Approach be ſuddain and ſurprizing in re · belie 
ſpect of: Lou. Many are ſnatched away in an inſtant, wher 
and dye when they were not in the leaſt aware of it, Can! 

for in ſueh an Hour aswethink not, the Son of Man your 
cometh, Matth. 24. 44. Let not the Preparation I ad- Allov 
vile be neglected, as a melancholy: unpleaſant Thing, thus 
ſuch as imbitters Life, and damps Mens preſent En- ter, it 
joyments; for be aſſured, Whatever Satisfaction you the T 
may take now, when that laſt Hour draws on, it will is the 
give you quite other Notions of the Matter. And the is fitte 
Retlections upon your paſt Improvidence and Neglect better 
will be more bitter and afflicting then, than any the preſen 
moſt ſollicitous Forecaſt for Dying well, ean poſſibly For if 
be in the mean time. i your 1 


O 
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O how Wiſe, how Happy is that Man, who makes 
it his daily Care to be ſuch while he Liveth, as he de · 
fires to be found When he comes to Dye! And we may 
cheriſh a good Hope and great Aſſurance of leavi 
the World to our Comfort and infinite Advantage, it, 
while we continue in it, we can bring our ſelves to 
neglect and deſpiſe it: If we be zealous to improve in 
Virtue; in love with Diſcipline and Mor tification; if 
We attend to the Exerciſe of Repentance ; it we be of 
an humble and obedient Diſpoſition ; content to deny 
our ſelves, and py to — o any Hardſhip for 
Chriſt's ſake. But if theſe Qualifications be neceſſary, 
they are neceſſary to be attained in Health. For then 
a Man is in a Condition to ſtrive, and to exert himſelf; 
but, when Sickneſs is upon him, it is a great Queſtion, 
what he will be able to do, or whether any thing at 
all. Whatever the —— of the World may ima- 
gine, who put off their great Work till ſuch improper 
aſons; yet ſure it is that few, but very few, are re- 
formed by a ſick Bed. And They who deter their 
Repentance and Amendment till then, ſeldom, alas 
„n as they ought, or are amended in good earn- 


Depend not upon the Aſſiſtance of Your Relations 
and aintance. Nor cheriſh an * parties ſo vain, 
as that their Prayers hereafter can effect, what You ne- 
ver endeavoured to effect here. Theſe gan do you no 


Service; But if they could, yet when once gon, you 5 


will be forgotten much ſooner than you are willing to 
believe. And why ſhould You reſt upon their Care, 
when you cannot be prevailed with tor your Own ; 
Can it be ſuppoſed They ſhould be more concerned for 
your Salvation, than You, whoſe proper Intereſt it is? 
Allowing then, that theſe could do you good, yet even 
thus 'tis better you ſhould do your own Buſineſs; ber- 
ter, in regard of the Perſon, and better in regard of 


the Time; For nom is the Seaſon of Acceptance, non 


is the Day of Salvation. And therefore chis Moment 
is fitteſt tor your Purpoſe: The ſooner you change, the 
better: Live then while you may; and begin trom rhe 
preſent Minute to live ſo, that you may live for ever. 
For if you ſuffer the happy Opportunity to flipthrough 
your Hands, you will wiſh 9 atterwards, when it 
| | is 


* 


— 


30 Ot the Imitation 
is too late; and may perhaps be reduced to ſuch Cir- 
cCumſtances, that One Day, One hour, for making your 
Peace with God may not be obtained, no, not when 
vou would gladly give, were it at your diſpoſal, the 
. Whole World to purchaſe it. E 

Conſider then, my Friend and Fellow-Chriſtian, 
conſider what a Riſque you run by your Delays: Think, 
what Miſery and Danger, what Confuſion and De- 

ſpair itis now in your Power to prevent, by living like 
a Man that remembers he muſt Dye. And therefore 
ſo ſpend every Hour, that When your laſt draws on, 
ou may receive it with Joy and Hope, inſtead of Fear 
and Aſtoniſhment. Learn nom to Dye daily, to Dye 
to Sin and the World, that you may then begin to 
Live with Chriſt; Learn uw to deſpiſe all here be- 
low, that you may then be diſengaged, and ar perfect 
- liberty, to leave all and follow Chriſt. Subdue your 
2 now by Mortification and Selt-denial, and you 
20 then have great Boldneſs in the Day of Tribu- 
lation. N 
Does any Confidence of long Life encourage you to 
deter putting this good Advice in Execution ſpeedily? 
Nay, but reffect, fond Man, how little you can pro- 
- miſe your ſelf one poor ſingle Day. How many Inſtan- 
ces have you before your Eyes, or freſh in your Re- 
membrance, of Perſong miſerably deluded and diſap- 
pointed in this Hope, and hurried out of the Body with- 
out any warning at all? How oſten have you been ſur. 
.\priſed with the News of This Friend being un through, 
Another drowned croſſing the Water, a Third break- 
A Neck by a Fall, a Fourth fallen down dead at 
Table, or choaked w:th his Meat, a Fifth ſeized with 
an Apoplexy at Play, a Sixth burnt in his Bed, a Se- 
x#enth m.yzdcred, an Eighth killed by Thieves, a Ninth 
ſtruck With. Lightning, or. Blaſting, or Peſtilence, a 
JTenth {ſwallowed up in an Earthquake ? Such vaſt 
variety of Deaths {urraund-us, and ſo fleeting a Sha- 
dow is the Life of Man. 

And, if any of theſe happen to be Your caſe, Who 
Mall help, Who can fave you, when the precious Op- 
„por tunity is fled and loſt? Be doing then betimes; for, 

diough. you cannot ſo much as gueſs at the Hour and 
manner af your own Death, yet ſate you are, or may 
? 4 «4 6 
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be, if you will provide againſt it. Uſe Time then 
while: you have it; make haſt to be Rich towards God, 
and let Religion and your on Salvation be your Chief, 
your Only Concern. Make your ſelf Friends while you 
may, who when you fail may receive you into everlaſting . 
Habitatios, Luke G9... no 5 3 

Behave 72 ſelf as à Stranger and Pilgrim upon 
Earth, and intangle not your Thoughts in Matters, 
which do not belong to you. For Sc journers are not 
n therefore ſuch ſhould keep their Minds 
looſe. and free, and not ſettle their Affections upon 
things, which they are leaving very ſhortly : Raiſe. 

| your Soul to God, and let it not dwell there, where 

, you have no continuing City, Hebr. 12. 14. Look up 

4 to that which is ſo, and fend your Prayers, and Tears, 

q and earneſt Deſires before you thither; that When 

r God calls, you may readily tollow in Perſon, and make 

1 . happy Exchange of this Miſerable World for a bet- 

S rer. 9 E n 3 a . 
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2 of the Laſt Judgment, and the Eternal Puniſhment of 
4 Ungoaly 2 e „ 

e- Hat ſoe ver thou takeſt in hand, remember the End, - 
. and thou ſhalt never do amiſs, ſays the wiſe Son 
- of Sirach, Ecclus. 7:36. And certainly this would prove 

I's a moſt uſeful Direction, if we by the End underſtand 

Nh, that laſt great Account, which will one Day be re- 

K- quired of all our Actions. For how powerful, how 

happy a Reſtraint ſhould we live under, did we but 

ſeriouſly reflect, and eonſtantly ask our ſelves, how 
we ſhall dare to ſtand before that ſtrict and righteous 
judge, to whom all Hearts are open, all Deſires known, 
and from whom no Secrets are hid; One, who cannot, 

like other Judges, bediverted from the ſteady Courſe . 

of Juſtice; blinded by Bribes or Preſents, or ſoftned 

by ſubtle Extenuations,or impoſed upon by feigned Ex- 
cuſes, and ſtudied Evaſions; but who weighs all Per- 
ſons and Cauſes by the eternal Standard of Equity and 

Truth. Ah wretched Guilty Creature! Ah ſtupid Un- 

thinking Sinner! that trembleſt at the Frown of a Man 

like thy ſelf, and can'ft not fear that Bar, where no- 
. "SS thing 
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52 Pkt the Imitation Book J. 
thing can turn to thy Prejudice but open and notori- 
ous Favits ! How wilt thou appear at this Tribunal, 
or M hat Plea can'ft thou urge in Bar of Sentence, to 
Him who needs no Evidence, but is himſelf privy 
to thy moſt concealed Impieties? Poſt thou know this, 
and yet go on unconcerned how thou ſhalt eſcape the 
Terrors of that Dreadful Day? Without thy own Care, 
eſcape thou can'ſt not: For This judgment is univerſal. 
All Mankind mult ſtand upon their Deliverance ; Every 
one muſt bear his own Burden; and every one's Bur- 
den is more than enough tor himſelf; ſo that no Man 
will be in a condition of Aſſiſt ing another. To ex- 
pet any Advantage, any Aronement then, is moſt 


{enflefs ; Thou only can'ſt prevent thy own Deſtru- 


ction, and this Life is the only Time of preventing it. 
Thy holy Labours now will turn to good Account; 
Thy pious Mournings move a ent. Thy Prayers 
ahd Groans enter the Ears of God, and melt him into 
Mercy: The meek and patient Man will then be con- 
{idered for his conſtant Suffering and invincidle Cha- 
rity. The Griet he'now-conceives for Wrongs is more 
tor cae Wickedneſs and Guilt of the Perſon who does 
them than for any Inconvenience brought upon him- 
ſelf; and this Diſpoſition will mitigate his own Of- 
fence. He heartily forgives, and prays that God 
would forgive his Enemies, and this entitles him to 
the Forgiveneſs of his own Treſpaſſes. He is more 
cafily provoked to Pity, than to Anger; and ſhall be 
dealt with accordingly, by a God Long-ſuffering, flow 
to Wrath, and ſparing when Men deſerve Puniſhment. 
Ile often treats his Body with Severity and Violence, 


and continues the rigorous Diſcipline, till the Fleſh be 


effectually ſubdued by the Spirit; and therefore good 
Amends ſhall be made him for theſe voluntary Suffer- 
ings, and the neglected Pleaſures of Senſe be liberal] 
recompenced by the abundanceof Heavenly and Intel- 
leua} Joys. Bur then tis plain theſe good Qualities 
which miniſter an Entrance into that Bliſs, "muſt be 
attained as ſoon as we can poſſibly: This preſent State 
of Mortality is the only Scene of Action and Improve- 
ment; and lince this Scene ſo ſuddenly may change, 
we are not ſafe in the delay of one Moment. This is 
in truth our Cafe, but we are loath to underſtand 15 
5 a : an 
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and ſo inordinately fond of ſenſual Delights, that we 
even take a pleaſure in impoſing upon our ſelves; and 


by the moſt fatal of all Intatuations, cheriſh and gra- 


tiſie our Bodies, at the Expence and extreme Hazard 
of da Sit To geornun” 


And What is the Effe&of this, but heaping up more 


Fewel for everlaſting Flames to feed upon? For our 


Sins and Luſts kindle and blow up thoſe Fires, and the 
more heinous and impetuous theſe are, the fiercer and 
more furiouſly thoſe will be ſure to burn. For as the 
Torments of ungodly Wretches ſhall there be exqui- 
lite; for their 75 ſo ſhall they for their Kind and 
d and 5 to the Sins of each 
particular Perſon ; and fo contrived, as to be moſt 
ſenſibly ES and painful to the reſpective Tem- 
pers and Complexions of Men, the Habits they have 
contracted, and the Appeties they have indulged. 
The Lazy and Stupid. ſhall be awakened and rouzed 


into Senſe by ſharp Scourges and burning Stings. The 


Glutron and Drunkard gnawed with inſatiable Hun- 
ger ; and n ungrienchable Thirſt. The 

tice and Delicate, who purpoſed no Happy here 
to themſelves, but Luxury, and Pleaſure; mall then 
be ſtrangled with the noifom Vapours of flaming Pirch 
and Rinking Sulphur. The Envious and Diſcontent- 
ed ſhall howl perpetually ike mad Dogs. The Proud 
and Vain-glorious ſhall be confounded” with Shame 
and Contempt. The Covetous ſhall pine away with 
extreme Penury and Want; and no One Vice ſhall 
eſcape: a Torture, exactly fitted to make its Thdulger 
the moſt Miſerable, that it is poſlible for him ro Pa 
Im a Word, One ſingle Hour in thoſe diſmal Pains and 
Horrours all be more inſu portable, than Whole 


Ages of that Uneaſineſs, x hich wieked Men here have 


ſo irreconcilable an Averſion to ſubmit to, for mor- 
tifying their Vanities, and amending their Lives. 
For, { which is of all others che lafl and dreadtuſſeſt 


Aggravatrion;) "thoſe Miſeries and Vor tures have be 


End, no r eee eg But the ſharpeſt 
Afflictions we endare in this Life will quiekly haves 
Period; They habe their intervals of Viſas d Com- 
fort; and thoſe Sorrows; whick we feél upon a Re- 


ual 
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tual Conſolations, and ſweet Peace of Mind. Do not 
then grudge a litrle preſent Grief; but mourn earneſtly. 


for thy Sins, and an thy utmoſt Thought and Care 
to the Subduing and Reforming them ; that this fhort 
Anxiety may deliver thee from eternal Deſpair and 


Anguiſh unconceivable; 'and thoſe few Tears of Re- 


pentance may ſecure to thee à Portion of everlaſting. 
Joy with the Bleſſed. © 1 1 
Oh happy Reverſe of all their Griefs and Sufferings, 
which the e ſhall find in that 8 they 
ſhall ſtand full of Hope and humble Confidence before 
that judgment - ſeat, from which their Haughty and 
Mercileſs Oppreſſours, confounded with Fear and ama- 
zed with Guilt, ſhall ſtrive and wifh in yain to hide 
their trembling Heads. When he, who now ſtands 
tamely at the Bar ot Men, and innocently ſuffers, {hall 
then be advanced ro a Throne, and placed among the 
Saints and Martyrs, to aſſiſt at the Tryal of his, once 
inſulting, Judges. When the Poor and Meck ſhall 
have great Boldneſs, while the Proud and Great Sinner 
uakes at the Preſence of God and the Lamb; When 
that Piety and Godly Fear, that Abſtinence and ſevere 
Virtue, wank we :nduring for Chrift's ſake, which 
is now ene t juſt Matter ot Deriſion and Contempt, 
and counted Folly and religious Madneſs, ſhall then be 


acknowledged by its moſt Satyrical Scorners to bein- 


deed the True, the Only Wiſdom. When the Remem- 


brance of paſs'd Miſeries ſhall be ſweer, and They, 


wheſe wicked Malice exerciſed ſuch Patience, ſhall be 
uck Dumb with fad Remorſe and Bitterneſsof Soul. 


When all, who devoted themſelves to God and his Ser- 


vice {hall be tranſported with Raptures ot Joy and all 
thoſe who 9 or deſpiſed them, all Weep 
nd Lament. When the Afflicted and Per ſecuted hall 
eis his bitter Cup, and feel more refined, more ſub- 
ſtantial Delight from it, than ſenſual Pleaſures or un- 


Feng Proſperity could ever bring to the moſt 
the humble, and Sackcloth of the. Penitent ſhall ſhine 
glorious as the Sun, and all the gay Pomp and * 
Ing Jewels of the proud and gaudy Sinner . ſhall be 
trampled uader Footlike Hung: When the Cottage 
Wall take glace of the Court, Patience appear _—_ 

| i 
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oluptuous and Fortunate; When the plain Dreſs of 
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E. ible than the moſt boundleſs | 


—— honeſt Obedience of an ah ble VEE 
Wie than the niceſt-Cayils of E 


a good Coaltlence, more uſeful n c 
moſt elaborate. $ ſtems of Philoſophy : 


Contempt of Riches ſhall 'approys ic [clt the gr >. 
Treaſure ; Devout Pra e the. molt . S 12 


ffer- 

tainment; Silence ys ation the beft eff. Conventanan.: b- 

When Good Works ſhall plead: 1 4 tha the moſt 

accurate eld ente 3h * aer e revaill ing 
Advocate, Se 


155 il 

the Conqueſt of ill Habis the mo he melt ge Drs Num 
If then this be, (and this molt affuredly is) Af Tru 

Repreſeupmion of — 3 ay: "IF ellis the diffe- 
rent Fate and Effect of theſe ſo very different Perſons 
and Practices; Conſider, I conj 720 mere, the 7 
ſtances of thoſe Damned. arden thy e 
this Reflection, to endure A. L; 725 now, when 7. 
little will ſecure thee agair olt eodringjofinigely 
bereafter. ;, Make tryal of chy ſelf, and it che liebt figs 
DPifficulties of a religious Life 5 rection gue paul re- 
ſom; gone” 7 Arp ument againit. thy {cnlya! A. 
nation, and W one Who. links UNGET. ele, 
will be able to hon: with exquihte and everlaſting 
Torments. Nor is his a — needleſs Enquiry, 


but abſolutely neceſſar as e and of mighty moment. For 


Matters ate ſo ordere perfect caſe can be no 


Man's Portion in beth Word They whochooſe their 


good things here; cannot have them hertafrer too; 
nor ſhall. any Man ho ipdulges Senfe and Pleaſure 
upon Earth, rejoyce and T8, with W in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
dei el then, that, from Four our Entra > into the 
Body, to this very Day, you had enjoye the urm 


| you Heart could pothbly defire, of all which this 


orld calls Happineſs : Honours, Riches, Pleaſures 
without Check, or Stint, or Interruption: Yer wh Ha 
Good would all this do you, if it ſhould pleaſe *God 
jult now to: ſtrike you with Death? Do not you 
plainly ſce, without my profecurin this Argument 
any farther, that all below is Vine and meer No- 
thing, and that the Love of God and A religious 


Eile is the only thivg, which can ſtand you in any 


ſtead? 
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ſtead? This will {tick by you, when all the reſt for- 
ſake you. This is neither deſtroyed by Death, nor 


afraid of Puniſhment, but Triumphs over both; fills 
the Man with Confidence and joy ful Expectation at 
the dreadful Day of Judgment; and fers him above 


all rhe Terrours and diſmal Apprehenſions of Hell 


and its Tortures. But then, This is the peculiar Pri- 
vilege of the Servants of God; for, how is it poſ- 
fible for the Men who practiſe and delight in Wicked- 
neſs, to think of Death and Judgment, ' without Fear 
and Perplexity of Heart? How ſhould they enjoy 


jet, and be cafic in their Minds, if they think at all 


what is coming apace upon them? Let then the Love 
of God prevail over that of Sin; but if thou art not 
et perfect enough to be acted by this noble Principle, 
t at leaſt the Love of %% ſelf reclaim thee, and the 
Fear of Hell reſtrain and deter thee from a Courſe, 


Which muſt end at laſt in thy utter and inevitable 
Ruin. This, ſays the Scripture, is the beginning of 


Wiſdom, Pal. 111. 10. for he who is Proof againſt the 
Fear of God, cannot perſevere in any thing that is 
Good ; As having no manner of Principle that can fave 
him, no Curb upon his Mind that can awe, or hold him 
in, from running headlong into the Snares of the Devil, 


e een eee 
Of Zeal in the Reformation of our Lives... 


BE fervent in Spirit, 1 the Lord, ſays the A- 

poſtle, Rom. 12. 11. And ſuch indeed it highly 
concerns every one to be in His Service. For what 
is the End we propoſe, by dedicating our ſelves in 
folemn Vows to Chriſt ? Or to what purpoſe do we 
renounce the World and its Vanities, but that theſe 
ſacred Ties may engage our utmoſt Watchfulneſs and 
Diligence to conſecrate our Perſons and Actions, to 
conform our ſelves to the Image of God, by living to 
him, and like him, and much above the rate of com- 
mon Men? Let not therefore theſe good Reſolutions 
cool. upon your Hands; but be zealous in Piery and 
Virtue. Conſider, that you ſhall ſhortly receive an 


* 


ample Recompence for all your holy Labours, and 


ſee a happy end of Grief, and Fear, and . 
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Be content with Travel and Pain for a very little 
while, and you ſhall be ſure to find Reſt, and Peace, 
a Joy to your Souls, Matth. 11. 28, 30. The Yoke. i, 
eaſie, and the Burthen light, but the Weight of Glory 
is far more 22 and eternal, 2 Cor. 4. 16. Be 
but rer du to diſcharge your part, and then you 
need never doubt God's orange good his. Support 
and encourage your ſelf with the. full Aſſutance ot 
obtaining the Crown, but take heed that Aſſurance 
do not degenerate. into Preſumpt ion; nor the proſpect | 
of Bliſs, which ſhould excite a more active and cheer- FF 
ful Obediecne, become an occaſion. of ſpiritual Secu . Þ 
Ty and Sloth. | .. 
TI remember an Inſtance of a Perſon irreſolute and : 
wayering in the Concerns. of his Soul, divided be- 
tween Hope and Fear, who in his. Prayers. was ear- 
neſtly entreating, to be aſſured of his own Perſeve- 
rance n how happy he ſhould. think 
himſelf, could he but be ſatisfied in this Point. Where- 
= he was immediately an ſwered from within, 
Fell, and ſuppoſing you could be. aſſured of this, how 
would you. proceed : en! Do but act now, as yon would 
think. your [elf obliged to de in that caſe, and neuer 
tien your perſevering. This comfortable Reply. 
Fartled his Mind, and, inſtead of indulging any.. cu- 
rious Enquiries into Events, or anxious. Doubts con- 
corniog the Succeſs of his. Endeavours, he immediately 
applied himſelf. ro conſider what God expected. from 
him, and ſet about the Performance of That, with» - 
out more to do. Truſt in the Lord, and be doing Good, 
fays the Pſalmiſt, commit thy Way ts Him, and he ſball 
. to paſs, Plal. 37. 5,6. ah 
eat and common Obſtacle to vigorous Vir 
tue, is the dreadful Notion Men form to themſelves 
of the Difficulties attending it, and how. laboxious. a 
thing Religion is. And true it is; Exalted Piery-will: 
coſt many a ſore Conflict. But even this Conlidera- 
tion may be ſome Encouragement too; when uwe 
conſider, that the Hardſhip of the Undertaking, and 
the Violence of the Oppoſition, add to the Glory of 
the Fight; and entitle the Conquerour to a Cron fo. 
— or — as the Toil and Hazard ot the Day 
he won, was greater. For the more a Man fu = 
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himſelf, and does Honour to the Divine Grace by ren. 
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dring it victorious over Fleſh and Blood; the larger 


Meaſures of that Grace he ſhall obtain from God, and 


become more exemplary in the World. ' 
There are nor, t is confeſt, in every Man, the ſame 
ons, or not the {ame Degrees of them, to maſter 
and mortifie. But though à Man whoſe Affections 
are vehement, and his Diſpoſition by Nature or Cu- 
ſtom more ſtubborn and averſe to Virtue, hath more 
to make his way through; Yet, if this Man's Refo- 
lution be firmer, and his Vigour be proportionably 
greater, he ſhall be able to advance farther, than 
others of a quieter Temper, and leſs rebellious Paſ- 
ſions ; if that Sedateneſs at the ſame time diſpoſe them 
to Eaſe and Inactivity. | | 


Now in this Undertaking, Two things there are, 


of mighty moment for promoting it. The ßrſt is, 


To obſerve the Tendencies of one's Temper and Con- 


ſtitution, and take care to bend Nature the contrary 
way; by keeping aloof off from all thoſe Temptati- 

nd Oceaſions of Sinning, with which we feel 
our ſelves moſt eaſily beſet, and ſtrongly inclined to 
comply. The or her, To diſcover our peculiar Defects, 
and labour with all our Might to attain thoſe Virtues, 
which we chiefly want. 3 


And, As this Knowledge of Our Own Frailties and 
Neeeſſit ies, is greatly inſtrumental to our Improve- 
al do well to profit by what we ſee in 
Others; and to be particularly concern'd for 3 ; 


ment, ſo we ſh 


and ſubduing thoſe Habits, which we find molt uſua 


and offenſive, in them with whom we converſe. For 
the Commonneſs of any ill thing is fo far from exte- * 


nuating the Blame of thoſe Who copy after it, that it 
is the direct contrary ; And ſuch Examples ſhould be 


lookt upon, as Marks which diſcoyer to us where the 


Rocks and Sands 1ye ; ſuch as are ſet to warn us off 
not to invite us in. Indeed a wiſe and good Man will 


turn Examples, of all ſorts, to his own Advantage. 


The Good he will make his Patterns, and ſtrive to 
equal or excel them: The bad he will by all means 


avoid; or if by Reflection the Deformity of his Neigh- 
bour's Actions happen to repreſent that of his own, 
he will be ſure to do fo no more; and * = 

| 15 np. 
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Happy Octaſion, that he is thus grown Wiſer by the 


"Folly of others. For we often ſee and judge that in 
the Deportment of thoſe we converſe with, which 


too near a Light will not let us diſcern, or Partiality 
let us Condemn, in our Own. And this ſhould make 
us cautious, when we remember that the Eyes of 
Others are as my as critical Obſervers, as ſevere 
Judges ot us, and all we do, as Ours can poſhbly be 


' bation, or vehement Diſl ke, of Good, and 
amples. For what indeed gives us a more ſenſible Sa- 
tisfaction, than the ſeeing Men in every point agree- 
able to their Character? When They, who call them- 
ſelves by the Name of Chriſt, and pretend in a pe- 
culiar manner to _— be reſign'd up to him, 
are eminent in good Works and heavenly Diſpofi- 
tions? When they ſubmit entirely to his Yoke, and 
think nothing too much to do or ſuffer in Obedience 
to his Will; how charming, how delightful a Sight 
is this! And again, how offenſive, how very ſhock- 
| ing, when They, who make the fame outward P10- 


3 feſſion, ſhall Diſhonour and Defile it by a ſcandalous 
. and profligate Cenverſation; and, inftead of that ſe- 
2 vere, that ſpiritual and heavenly Life, ro which their 


very Name, and the Pattern of their Maſter obliges 


them, abandon themſelves to all manner of Exceſs, 
and wallow in the moſt brutiſh and deſtable Poi- 
lutions ? But, even where Men do not degenerate in- 
to all this Beaſtlineſs, where Cares and Buſineſs of 


ployments, Tis unſeemly to others, and of ill conſe- 
quence to themſelves, to neglect their proper Con- 
cern, and engage their Thoughts and Time in Mat- 
ters foreign to their main Deliggg. 
Quicken therefore your ſelf up to Duty, by the re- 
membrance of your Station, who you are, and what 
ou have obliged=your-ſelf to be. Bear 9 a- 
bout may 8 Idea of Chriſt crucified. Conſider 
carefully his Life, and let the Perfection ot That 
ame you into the reforming yeur own. Yourown 
1fay, whoſe very Baptiſm repreſents your Profeſſion, 
Which is, 20 follow the Example of our Saviour, and 
— 4 | 10 
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of Them. From this univerſal Diſpoſition to obſerve 
and judge, proceeds no doubt that 8 1 oh | 
a X. 


the World divert and draw them off from better Em- 
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to be made like unto him; and yet after ſo many Years 
being called a Chriſtian, you are ſtill too far from be- 


ing one, if Dying to Siu, and Living to Righteouſneſs, 
af your Jeſus died and roſe again for you, be that 
& 


which makes a Chriſtian, and diſtinguiſhes him from 
other Meng If Perſons dedicated to Piety and Vir- 
tue would but with due Attention fix their Thoughts 
upon the Actions and Suffer ings of Chriſt, this fingle 
Subject would furniſh them with Inſtructions and 


NMotives abundantly ſufficient for their purpoſe: St. 


Paul we ſee determined to know e Jeſus 
Chriſt and him Crucified, 1 Cor. 11. and this indeed, 
truly known, is the beſt, the moſt uſeful, and moſt 
comprehenſive Learning. | 
This fires Men with an eager holy Zeal, and ren- 
ders them not only exact, but cheerful in their Duty; 
ir makes them perform what he commands with Dili - 
gence, and Cier all that he ordains, with Patience 
and Contentedneſs. Whereas a negligent and luke- 


warm Chriſtian conſpires | himſelf; his Life 
is one perpetual Torment, for 


want of entire Reſig- 
nation and fervent Love. The Tryals and Afflictions 
bear heard upon his Spirit, and the Good he attempts 
is ſtrained and againſt the Grain. He feels not the 
lupport of ſpiritual -Comforts ; he knows he muſt 


not have recourſe ro worldly ones, or, if he might, 


They wil]! not do his Buſineſs ; and ſohe is left de- 


Itirute of all. For by tranſgreſſing the Rules of Chri- 


ſtian Diſcipline, he hazards the ſafety of his Soul; 
And by ſeeking Relief in inconvenieat Liberties, he 
creates freſh Torment to himſelf : Becauſe theſe can- 


not farisfe his Conſcience, but will be ſure to leave 
ſome Diſpleaſure and Bitterneſs behind them. And 


Who can ever be eaſie, whois reproached with his 


oven ill Conduct, and chooſes a Remedy worle than 
the Diſtemper? : 


To this Pattern ſet us by Chriſt himſelf, it will be 
ot great uſe ro add thoſe of the Apoſtles, and other 
eminent Lights in the Church eretofore. . Theſe 


will convinee- us, what Excellencies mere Men are 


capable ot ; and if we heartily aſpire after their Per- 
fections, we ought not to diſturb God's Aſſiſtance; 
bur may confidently promiſe our ſelves, that an _ 
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ree of 'Zeal will be ſupported by anequal Meaſure 
— Ft and Strength. "Obſerve hon — Auſte- 
rities, their fervent Prayers and heavenly Meditations ; 
obſerve the great and happy nde of them, in 
raiſing thoſe: holy Perſons above the World and its 
Temptations, and rendring their Converfation all 
Heav and Divine, even whilſt upon Earth. It 
were indeed a deſirable Thing, that we could ſo whol- 
122 our ſelves from Fleſh and Senſe, that the 
iſes of: God and Attendance upon- his Commands, 
the Contemplation of his Glories and the raviſhing 
Satisfactions of devout Minds, might be our con- 
ſtant and only Employment. And happy ſhould we 
be, if the neceſſary Cares of Life gave no Diſtraction 
to our Thoughts, no Interruption to thoſe holy Ex- 
erciſes. But Theſe are Charms and Joys reſerved 
for a future and better State; We cannot here be ſo 
refined, we cannot be excuſed from the Incumbran- 
ces of the Body, and irs inſeparable Frailties and 
Neoeſſities. And therefore the Virtue proper to our 
preſent - Condition is of another Nature. Uſe theſe 
worldly Comforts we may, but we muft nor place 
our Happineſs in them; live upon them our Bodies 
mult, but our Souls ſhould reliſh nothing but God. 
Whatever his Providence thinks fit for us we are to 
receive with Meekneſs and Contentedneſs; as bein 
well aſſured, that His Wiſdom can, and his Good- 
neſs will chooſe and ordain what is beſt. In the Dy 
of Proſperity we may rejoyce, but that ſoy mult be 
o tempered” with Gratitude and Moderation, as nei- 
ther to ſwell into Infolence and Pr ide, nor to engage 
our Affections in the Love of the World. In the Da: 
f Adverſity we are to conſider, and entertain the mo!t 
calamitous Accidents, without Murmuring or Dil- 
content. In every- Change of Circumſtances our 
Minds muſt be entirely refigned to God ; for He is 
all in ail, Eternal and Unchangeable, Pertect aud 
Happy in Himſelf, Abſolute and Sole Lord of the 
Univerſe ; And every Creature is, and'ought to be, 
entirely at his Diſpoſal. | : 
But, though He be always the ſame, and can at 
any time do What is good in his fighr, yer this is by 
no means Our Calc, 2 and of ſhort Conti 


ance 


> " 
* 


* 


62 Ot the Imitation BookT; 1 
ance is Our Character; and this ſhould excite eur 


Diligence, to work while it is. Day, becauſe our Night - 
cometh on 'apace, wherein no Man can work, John 9. ka. 

_ Conſider therefore you muſt dye; dye, you know 0 
not how ſoon, and be afraid left that fatal Hour over hy 
take you, before the Bulineſs'of Life be finiſhed. Re- IF 
member that the Time ance-yours, can never be ſo 2 
again; The Wealth of both the Inaies cannot re- 21 
deem one ſingle Opportunity, Which you have once 7 
let 15 and therefore lay faſt hold on all that offer, i 
and uffer no Hour to flide by without its due Im- Ps 
pProvement. 1 ih ee 201 ee a 
. . Virtue: can never be attained without great Pains de 
and Diligence; and, if you cool and linger in this 2 
Purſuit, the Moment - that you gain not ground, you x 


- Joſe it. For the Affairs of our Souls can never ſtand 
at one Stay; but, as oft as we favour. our ſelves in FE 
point of Duty, we decline and fall back again toward 


Sin, or at leaſt into an Indiſpoſition toward Good- _ 
. neſs. But if we cheriſh our. Zeal, and conſtantly Hos 
blow up its holy Fires by a vigorous Attendance up- d 9 ; 
on our Buſineſs, we fhall ſoon feel the Comfort on 
of this kindly Warmth ; and. all the Difficulties we fore 
found or formed to. our ſelves, will wear off quickly, FRE 
. God will. give more Grace to, him that uſes what he by 


_ gave formerly; and Virtue. every Day will diſcloſe 
her Charms, and make us more in Love with her. 
Then it is, that the wiſe Man's Deſcription is expe- 

. rimentally made good to us, That her Ways are Ways + 
f Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace, Prov. 3. 
I readily acknowlede the Attempt I am now advi- 

ting, to be exceeding laborious and great: No bodily 
[Toll js to be compared to it; nor any. Conqueſt over 
temporal Enemies ſo hazardous and expenſive, as that 
which we gain upon our {cives, and the Adverſary 
of Souls. But as the Difficulty exceeds, ſo does the 
Benefit and Glory likewiſe. This Field muſt be 
"fought, and won, or we are loſt for ever; And He, 
« Who dogs not inure himſelf to vanquiſhing, by 
lubduing leſs Temptations, will never be a le to 
grapple with, more violent, and trying Ones; and 8 
Infirmities once yielded to, grow inſenſibly to ſtub- | Apo, 
3 — Habits of Vice. This is à daily Warfare, and 2 76 
. | We 
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we may daily reap the Fruits of it. For every Night 
will crown us with freſh Lawrels, and the Reflection 
upon a Day well ſpent, furniſh our Joys more plea . 
fing than ten thouſand Triumphs. Since therefore 
every Day's Behaviour is of ſuch mighty Conſe- 
_ quence, in giving a Turn to our ſpiritual Affairs; 
beware leſt any paſs unprofitably. Watch continu. * 
ally over thy felf, and let not this neceſſary Fervour = 
abate, for want of Care to cheriſn and excite it. Re- 
member, that your own Salvation is the Truſt com- 
mitted to your Charge; à Truſt of Importance great- 
er than the whole World; and therefore, Whatever 
becomes of the reſt, do You ſecure One. To ad- 
moniſh apd 1 your Brethren, while you over- 
look your ſelf, is a moſt prepoſterous Courſe; tis 
eple ins your own Province, and invading another 
Man's. ou have no right, to take the Mote out of 
their Eye, till the Beam be firſt caſt out of your own, 
Matth. 7. If then you would eſcape the Cenſure of 
Hypocriſie, begin at Home to reform, and be ſure to 
do that effectually. For the greater Violence you are 
content to put upon your own'Tnclinations, and the 
ſorer Conflicts you undergo, the, more meritorious 
8 your Virtue, ànd the more abundant will be your 
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The Second Book, 


\.... - The. Life of the Spiritual Man. 


7 E Kingdom of God is within jou, ſays our 
HBleſſed Lord, Luke 17. 21. 42 —. ſelf 
then entirely to God, love him with all thy 
Heart, and all thy Soul, and bid a final Adieu to this 
wretched World, and thou ſhalt find ſweet Content, 
and Comfort unſpeakable. Learn to deſpiſe theſe 
outward Vanities, and ſeek pure and ſpiritual Satiſ- 
factions; place all thy Hopes, thy Happineſs, thy 
Thoughts in Them, and thou ſhalt feel this Kingdom 
fpring up and grow within thee. For the Kingaom of 
God is Peace and Joy inthe Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. A 
A tothe Saints, in which wicked and world- 
minded Men have no part. Chriſt will approach to 
thoſe that fly to him for Retuge, meet and embrace 
them in his Arms, and fill them with his heavenly 
Conſolations. He knocks, and waits to come in, 
and only ſtays, till thou haſt ſwept and garniſh'd thy 
Soul, and prepared an Apartment, clean and fit for 
ſo pure ſo divine an Inhabitant. For all his Charms 
od Glorics ſhine inward. They are not like the 
9 gaudy 


Q Er 


u i Si2 La% a -* 


gaudy" Pomps and en Outfides of earthly Or- 
e but Tye, deep in the Breaſts of his Saints; 
There is his Beauty, there his ſweet Converſation, there 
his rayiſhing Comforts, there the Abundance of his 
Peace, .and the Intimacy of his Friendſhip. | 
Come tben, believing Soul; To Work, and em- 
po all thy Diligence, to prepare thy Heart for thy 
Beloved; that heavenly Spouſe, Who will not diſdain 
this poorand homely Manſion; and only ask thy Love, 
and Care to make it. worthy of him. Hear his own 
gracious Promiſe, * Na Man love me; he will keep m 
Words,” and my Father will love him, and We will 
come, and make our abide with him, John 14. 23. 
Make room then for this Bleſſed Gueſt ; Caſt out the 
Creud of worldly Cares and Defires, Admit no 
Partner in thy Breaſt, but reſerve thy whole Heart 
for this One Inhabitant. This One is enough, for 
_ He is all the World; And if thou haſt him, thou haſt 
Riches, and Honour, and Plenty of every thing that is 
Good. He will be thy Maſter, thy Protector, thy Coun- 
ſeller, thy Agent, thy Friend; Will take thy Cares upon 
himſelf, and manage all thy Concerns to the beſt Ad- 
3 : nor ſhale thou need any other Aſſiſtant, or ask 
Reliet from Men. For why indeed from Men? whoſe 
Power is ſo ſhort, and their Affectious ſo inconſtant 2? 
They N e op mock the Hopes of thoſe that 
depend upon their Kindneſs; But Chriſt endureth for 
ever, and is a ſure Help in all his Servants Extremi- 
ties. . all the 3 and Zeal for our 
Service, that Man is capable of; yet ſtill he is but 
Man, mortal and frail, and cannot always have the 
Ability, even when he hath moſt the Diſpoſitien, ro 
relieve and do us good. Since then ſo little Confi- 
dence is due to his Succours, the Concern ought not 
=P great, if he withdraw or deny them ; if be op- 
poſè and grieve, and labour to do us harm. For This 
is r the Caſe ; The Effect of a fickle Tem. 
per, that the very ſame Perſons, who ro Day are our 
deareſt Friends, to Morrow ſhat! be our bittereſt E- 
nemies. And they who now are our moſt furious Ad- 
verfarics, within a little while come over ro our Side, 
It cannot well be otherwiſe, in Perſons ſo unſcttled, 
lo liable to turn with every Breath of Wind. Place 
VIS | G 3 „ 
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then thy Hope and Truſt in Him alone, with whom is uno 
Fari ableneſs, neit her Shalom of Turning, James 1. 17. 
Let him be the only Object of thy Fear and Love. - 
him thou art ſure to find a conſtant and powerful 
Friend; One, who will heartily eſpouſe By Cauſe; 
and order Matters better, than thou thy ſell, if left 
to thy own Choice, couldſt poſſibly do. Alas ] thou 
haſt here no continuing City, but art a Stranger and 
Sojourner, and muſt expect to find no Settlement, till 
poſſeſt of, and united to Chriſt. 

Why do thy anxious Thoughts look out for Eaſe 
and a fixed Happineſs, in a Place, which is not, can- 
not be thy Reſt? Thy Converſation. bought to be in 
Heaven, for there is thy Home; and all things here 
ſhould be no otherwiſe regarded, than as Refreſh- 
ments and Conveniences given to ſupport thee. in hy 
Journey thither: Things in perpetual | Motion, and 
ſuch as paſs away from thee; and Things, Which 
thou thy ſelf art paſſing away from too, as faſt as 
Time and Mortality can carry thee. d 
imagine, that They can ſtick by Thee, or Thou by 
Them; but look upon them with an Eye. of Indiite- 
rence, and keep thy Soul diſengaged; For, if thou 


* 


ſuffer them to faſten upon thy A Sec f f 
enſlave thy Mind, and turn to thy eternal Ruin. A- 
ſert then and preſerve thy native Liberty, 
thy Soul above this vain World, and ings 


fires and Meditations upon the moſt High 
rayer, 


ſtant, fo intent, a ami 

with Him. N e t ri” 

It may be, His Glories' and Divine Excellencies are 

| Chee too refined: and lofty for thy Contemplations 
to 


with Matter of Meditarion, of a ſize 8 Minds, 
his Feber 


and Sufferings. And, if thou canſt not ſoar up 


ul 


the World is healed ; That Death, by which: an: 
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kind live: And, if theſe be well attended to, they will 


' adminiſter: marvellous Strength and Comfort to thy 
Adverſities; Enable thee to bear Wrongs with-Eafe, 


contempt with Patience, Calumny and Detraction 
with tent, What! Was the Son of God, a Scorn 
of Men, and an Outcaſt of the People? Was the King 
of Heaven reduced to Wants and Neceſſities upon 
Earth, and had not ſo much as where to lay his Head. 

Luke 9-58. Was He, who loved his Enemies fo 
tenderly, as even to die for them, forſaken by his 
Friends ? Did Chriſt ſubmit cheertully to endure, and 
o be deſpiſed? And doſt thou, wretched. Sinner, mur- 
mur and complain, when-Poverty or Contempt come 
upon thee ? When thy Friends deſert, or thy Ene- 
mies ſlander thee 2 Did He undergo the Malice and 
Cont radicti on of Men, Heb. 12. 3. and doſt thou ex- 


pect xhat all Men ſhould favour, and aſſiſt, and ſpeak 


of Thee with Honour? Nay, wretched Man, enter- 
tain not {o vain a Hope. It cannot be; It is not fit it 
ſhould: For could ſt thou be exempted from Injuries 

nd Afflictions, what; Opportunity could there ever 
be for theExerciſe of thy Patience? If nothing croſs 
ſhould happen in the whole courſe of thy Life, bow 


_conldſt thou approve thy Friendſhip and Love for 


Chriſt ; How expreſs thy Likeneſs to him? This the 
Apoſtle tells us, is the Condition, This the Way, that 


leads to Happineſs. And they who defire to Reign 


with. Chriſt, muſt not think much to ſuffer with him, 
and for him, 2 Tim. 2.11, 4. 
Oh! had we but, with Themas, put our Fingers iuto 


. the Print of his Nails, aud thruſt our Hands into hit 
Side, John 20. Had we but acquainted our ſelves with 


his Suffer ings, by deep and ſerious Conſideration; and 
taſted indeed the aſtoniſhing Greatneſs of his Love; 
the joys and Miſeries of this Life would ſoon become 
indifferent to us. Or rather, they would no longer 
be indifferent, but we ſhould even rejoyce in Tribu- 
lation, and triumph in the Oppoſition, and Shame, 
and wrongful Dealings of Men, which draw us to fo 
much nearer, and more lively Reſemblance of the Bleſ- 
{ed Jeſus. For the Love of Chriſt - teaches us to de- 
{piſe our ſelves; and They, who do ſo, will bear the 


Reproaches and Deſpiſngs of others, with Ealineſs 


N. 5 and 
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and Temper. A Man, whoſe Soul is united to Chriſt 
in fervent Love, and who hath freed himſelf from 
Paſſions and worldly Sollicitudes: This Man, I uy, is 
as it were ee ized, can have recourſe to God 
without Diſtraction, lives in a manner by, and with- 
in, himſelf; nay, is raiſed above himſelf, and enjoys 
Heaven, while yet upon Earth. He that hath ſhook 
off the Fallacies and Prepoſleffions of Senſe, that a 
and judges things, not after the deceitful 'Meaſut 
of common Opinion, but by the Standard of Truth, 
and their own Nature; He is the Wiſe, the truly 
Learned Man; And taught this Wiſdom, not by Hu- 
mane Methods, but by Inſtruction from above, from 
God the Fountain and Perfection of all Wiſdom. © 
This Man can never want Opportunitiesof enjoying, 
and improving, his Happineſs; The Interruptions, 
which common Men lament, cannot affect Him. For 
nothing can take him from - himſelf; and ſo long as 
He hath his own Breaſt to retire into, he cannot be 
deprived of a fit Place, and proper Seaſon for any ho- 
Ty Exerciſe. If Buſineſs and the World at any time 
call him abroad, he always acts and converſes there 
with cautious Reſerve; and keeps it in his Power to 
recolle& and retreat again at Pleaſure. ' Bodily La- 
bour is no hindrance; for This employs bur the leaft 


part of him: The Cares of Life he never lays himſelf 
out upon; but ſutes his Temper to his preſent Circum- 


ſtances, and only: ſtudies to keep his Mind eaſie and 
compoſed : The Unreaſonableneſs, and Folly, and un- 
accountable Perverſeneſs of other Mens Humours and 
Behaviour give him no diſturbance; for he is taken up 
with his own. In ſhort; Every Man finds more or 
leſs Vexation and Obſtruction in the Affairs of his Soul, 
as he engages himſelf more or leſs in the World; and 
chooſes or refuſes to make thoſe things his Care; which 
are net properly fr. 
- A Man whoſe Mind is purified from the Droſs of 
Earth; and diſpoſed as it ought to God and heavenly 
Things, will find that every Accident of Life contri- 
butes to his Advantage. For the true Reaſon of our 
Paſſion and Diſquiet, when things fall out contrary to 
our Expectations or Deſires, is the want of that Re- 
fignation and Temper, which never fails ro compoſe 
1 | | * 


World, and diſengaged from the Vanities; and falſe 
Appearancesof Happineſs here below. For nothing ſo 
infects and defiles; ſo intangles and perplexes a Man's 


Mind, as a ſordid Love of the Creatures. But when 
we can once prevail with our ſelves, to deſpiſe theſerri- 
fling, theſe deluding Comforts withour us, our Re- 


tirements into our own Breaits will be er and 
free; Our joys reſulting from them undiſturbed; and 
our Contemplations of Heaven and heavenly Things, 
full of Rapture and Tranſport. 171 aches 
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RE not extremely ſollicitous, what Friends thon haſſ 
©7800 ar in thy Behalf, nor what Foes 
their Malice in creating thee Difficnity and T _ 
Bur let ĩt be thy great Care to keep God thy Frien« 
and Helper; and be ſure to preſe rve a good Conſci- 
ence; for, to long 28 thy o Heart :condemne thee 


1 not failto plead thy Cauſe, and aſſiſt 


bleſs thy righteous Undertak ing. And thoſe) 

whom he receives into his peculiar” Protection, ns 
Wickedneſs or Spight ſhall be able to hurt. Suffes 

thou mayeſt indeed, but provided thou learn to ſuffer 

: without Murmuringand Impatience, thou ſhalt cer- 
| tainly ſee the Salvation of God. And if this ſeem to 
carry, yet wait for it; for He beſt knows the proper 
Seaſon of Deliverance, and therefore you onght en- 
tirely to reſt upon his wiſe Diſpoſal, Deliver no doubt 
he will; The relieving Mea in Diſtreſs, and wiping 
off the Shame and Reproach of his Servants, being 
Acts by which God delights to ſignalize bis Prove 
dence. But there is often reaſon, why the doing it 
ſhould be deferred; ſince the diſcovery of our Fail- 
ings' by other People, and the Reproofs we meet 
with upon their Account, have bl, Yar 6 a very 
happy Efie& upon our Minds, and render them more 


ſelyves. 


Aud Humility laa Virtue of © general, ſo exceeds 
ing good Influenee, that we can ſcarce purciniſtie 208 
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the Spirits of Men mortified to themſelves. and the 


modeſt and humble in their own Eſteem of theme 
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70 Oe the Imitation Book II. 
dear. For He, who is lowly in his own Eyes, and 
ſenſible of his own Failings, makes no difficulty rb ac- 
knowledge his Offences againſt his Neighbour, and 
gives all reaſonable Satisfaction, to any who have 
cauſe to be angry at him. Nor does this Forwardneſs 
to Reconciliation, expoſe him to the "inſults of inju- 
rious Men; for God charges his Providence with a 
peculiar Protection of the Humble; and delivers ſuch 
a9 are of a contrite Spirit. - He condeſcends to dwell 
with the Humble, and hath engaged to comfort their 
holy Sorrows , to theſe he promiſes large Portions of 
his Grace, and that, They who abaſet * 
aſterwards be exalted, Luke 14. Pfal. 25. To Theſe 
he reveals his Secrets, and draws. them to himſelt 
with the Cords of Love and Kindneſs: The Humble 
ſuffers no diſturbance of Mind, but receives the Re- 
proaches and Affronts of Men without any great Im- 
1 e For he conſiders, that God, and not the World 
| his Hope, And if hig, Favour be but ſecured, the re 
cannot be of any very great Importance. In ſhort, 
This Virtue is fo neceffary; fo Fundamental a one, 
that no Man ought to eſteem bimſelf a Proficient in 
Goodneſs, who is not yet arrived to that Pitch of it, 
Which teaches him to think himſelf the leaſt of all 
Saints, and laſt of all Men. 


Cna v. III. : | 
The Peace. maker. 


GEcure Peace at Home in the firſt place? And, when 
thy own Breaſt is thus compoſed, it will then be 
roper to reconeile and makePeace among thy: Neigh- 
urs. And this indeed is a very worthy 'and -repu- 
table Action; it brings greater and*juſter Commen- 
dation to a Man, and more Benefit tothoſe with whom 
he converſes, than Wit, or Learning, or any of thoſe 
other ſo much admired Accompliſhments. And; as 
every thing is {et off by its contrary, ſo here, the Miſ- 
chief ofa contentious Diſpoſition is unconceivable ; For 
nothing can be ſo innocent, nothing ſo welt or Kindi 
meant, but ſuch a Man will be ſure to fix ſome ill 
Interpretation upon it: But the good Temper will be 
as careful on the other Hand totake every thingin ae 
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x 
beſt: Senſe it is eapable of. For a peaceable Man is 
not apt to ſuſpect Ill of any; But the Peeviſh and 
Diſcontented are rackt and tormented with a thouſand 
jealous Whimſies, and neither are quiet themſelves, 
nor content to let other People be ſo. They are very 
liberal in ſaying what they ſhould not; and as back- 
ward in doing what they ſhould: Diligent Obſer- 
vers of their Neighbours Duty, and ſcandalouſly neg- 
ligent of their Own: Whereas in truth, our Saviour s 
Rule ſhould always be our Meaſure; for no Man is 
fit to Cenſure or Correct his Brother, by pulling che 
Mote out of his Eye, till he have firft exerciſed a due 
Severity upon himſelf, and be effectually reformed, 
by caſting the Beam out of his own Eye. And oh! how 
happy ſhould we be, how eaſed of Detraction, and 
.Calumny, and Cenſoriouſneſs, if none would take 
upon them to Condemn or Cenſure others, till they 
were firſt qualified for the Authority they uſurp, by 
a thorough Amendment of their own Manners, and 
being Proof againſt any juſt Reprehenſion rhem- 
ves. b 
Who can forbear the obſerving, how manifeſtly 
unequal weare in our.Dealings? Every one is ingent- 
ous at framing Excuſes, aud making large Allowances 
for what he doth himſelf, and yer ſcarce any body ad- 
. mits the Apologies alledged by others in their own 
Vindication. How much more juſt and reaſonable 
were our Proceedings, would we but paſs a favoura- 
ble Conſtruction upon the Actions of Others, and turn 
the Severity of our Cenſure upon our Own ? If you 
expect to be born with, you muſt firſt learn to bear 
with your Brethren, and Exerciſe the good Nature 
you expect as oft as Occaſion offers. For Men are 
| beſt taught by Examples, and the Meaſure we mete 
8 us a Right to receive the ſame again. But is 
this Charity? Is this Humility * Nothing more di- 
ſtant from it. For theſe diſpoſe us to condemn and 
be angry with no body but our ſelves. To : keep up 
a good Underſtanding with Men of -Goodnels and 
Temper is but a very vulgar Virtuè; this is eaſie and 
delightful, for every Man naturally defires Quiet and 
ood Uſage, and cannot help being well affected ro 
Perſons who love, and pleaſe, and are like him. 2 
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Difficulty is, to carry Matters ſmooth and inoffenſively 
with Men of rugged, intractable, and fierce Diſpoſi- 
tions; with thoſe, who make little  Conſttence of 
What they do or fay, and ſtick at nothing unjuſt or 
unfair in their Dealings. And He who ean do this 
is a truly great Soul, and ſets a noble and commend- 
able Pattern of Philoſophical, or, Which is more, of 
Chriſtian Fortitude. = „„ 
There area fort of Men, who cheriſh Peace and 
Quiet, with themſelves and all the World; and An- 
other very vile ſort of Wretches, the very Reverſe 
of theſe, Who delight tofiſh in troubled Waters, and 
are neither eaſie nor will ſuffer any body elſe to be 
fo; eternal troubleſom to others, but much more 


tor menting and vexatious to themſelves. And there 


are yet a Third fort, who are not farisfy'd with gi- 
ving no Offence, but make it their Buſineſs to recon- 
cCile others, where it hath been given; and to reſtore 
that Peace which they were never inſtrumen tal in di- 
ſturbing. But When all is done, our Lite here is ex- 
poſed to perpetual Miſery and Contention; and the 


urmoſt degree of Peace we mult expect to arrive at, 
does not confift in being free from Injuries and Croſſes, 


but in bearing them with Humility, and not being 
provoked to Impatience, and uneaſie Reſentments. 
And therefore, the more any Man hath brought him- 
ſelf to Suffer, and the better he entertains Afflictions 
and Wrones, the more ſerene his Mind willbe. For 
this Perſon harh gained a Conqueſt over himſelf, is 
above the Reach of Fortune, hath the World at his 
Command, is a Friend of Chriſt, and an Inheritor of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. . 


Ki H A P. IV * 4 
Purity and Sincerit ye 


J Here are two Wings, by which a Man foars above 
_ * the World, Sincerity and Puvity. The former re- 
gards the Intention, the latter, the AﬀeCtions : That 


aſpires and aims at a Likeneſs ro God; This makes us 


really like him. We ſhould find no Difficulty in any 
good Action, were but our Minds free from all in- 
temperate Pallion and Deſire. And this Perfection ot 
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Freedom we ſhould not fail to attain, did we, in aH 
out Deſigns and Undertakings propoſe no other Ends, 
than Obedience to the Will of Cod, and promoting the 
Good of our Neighbour. Were but our Minds thus fix- 
ed, and our Intentions regulated, every thing would 
9 contribute to our Edification. We ſhould ſtudy 
he Volume of Nature with Profit, and every Line in 
at large Book would tend to our Inſtruction. The 
very ſmalleſt; and, in common eſteem, moſt deſpicable 


Creature would repreſent; as in a Glaſs;-the Goodneſs 


of God to us. And the reaſon why theſe things are ſeen 
with fo uſeleſs Speculation, is becauſe our Minds are 
not rightly diſpoſed, to draw thoſeprofitableandpratti- 
cal Inferences, Which very naturally reſylt from them. 
For, as Colours appear to our Minds as they are painted 
in the Eye, ſo the Judgment Men make ot all ourward 
Objects, depends upon the Contlition of the Mind. And 
we argue and pronounce of them differently, as wechap- 
pen to be indifferently affected before - hand. 
If there be ſuch a thing as true Pleaſure in this World, 
the Pure in Heart enjoy it; And if there be à Hell 
upon Earth, it dwells in that Man's Breaſt; who hath a 
guilty and pollured Conſcience. -- As Iron is: ſcoured 
trom the Ruſt by Fire, and becomes bright and new; 
ſo that Zeal, by which we renounce the World, and 
turn entirely to God, takes off our Filth, and changes 
us into ne.]. Men. The Jukewarns and indifferent 
hriſtian grudges every thing he does, bogg les at every 
Difficulty, and ſeeks his Satisfaction in Wörldly an 
outward Comforts: But, if he warmly apply himſelf 
to ſubdue his Paſſions, and reſolutely Attempt rhe fol- 
lowing God in hisown Way, the Hardſhips, which at 
firſt difcouraged him, grow familiar, and leſſen upon 
his Hands: All, that God appoints him to do or ſuſſen 
becomes ſenſibly to him an aſie Joennd a ligut huhn, 
and he fands Peace and Reſt to hir Soul; Nath, 11. 29. 40. 
tf &F- 9:13. 13s! | 27368] 
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For how ſmall is the Proportion of our Gifts, iu com- 
pariſon of our wn Imaginations concerning them? And 
ho defective our Wiſdom and Care to uſe and im- 
prove, even that Proportion we have? The Light that 
ls in us ſhines but ditaly, and by our Neglect We ſuffer 
it ro go quite out. We are often blind, and not ſenſible 
of our Infirmities ; we ſtumble and fall, and ſtill pretend 
we, ſee ; commit horrible Sins, aggravate our Guilt by 
_ defending what we have done; nay, are ſometimes ſo 
wrete deluded, as even to ſanctifie our Wicked. 
neſs by a Pretence of Zeal. The ſmalleſt Faults of O- 
-  thers ſeldom <ſeape our Cenſure, and the much greater 
ct our Own as ſeldom fall under our Obſervation. The 
Burdens and Hardſhips we put upon Them ſeem reaſo- 
nable, caſie, and light; but the leaſt and moſt trivial 
Vneaſineſs they create to Us, We have a quick and pain- 
tul Senſe of, and cry out, Who can bear it? Whereas, 
would we but take a right Eſtimate of our ſelyes, and 
2 bwn Actions impartially, we ſhould find; little 
Leiſure, and leſs provocation, to pronounce ſeverely 
concerning our Brethren. are 3; 4 
Now this is the wiſe and truly ſpiritual Man's Method: 
He employs his Thoughts at Home, conſiders, that there 
Jies his proper Buſineſs and Care, and is tender ot orher 
Peoples Failings from a due and humble Conſciouſneſs 
of his own. And, whatever: fond, Options we may 
cheriſh of aur own Virtue, Religious and Perfect we 
are not, nor ever can be, till we examine our on Con- 
ſciences n all the reſt of the World 
roiſtand and fall by the judgment of their own Maſter. 
Lenſotioujſneſt and Chriſtian Piety can never dwell to- 
gether. For this would work us to a Neglect of all 
things w it hout us, and make us both forbear anddeipiic 
_ allJudging, but thoſe of God and our 'owti Conſeiences. 
Theind, wich dees net cooverſe with it ſelf, is an 
idle Wanderer, and all the Learning in the World is 
.truitleſs and miſemployed; While in the midſt of this 
boaſted Knowled n eue in profound Ig- 
norance, of that which in point both of Duty and Ad- 
vaſtage he is moſt concerned to x ον] . True Peace and 
Natiat action f Mind can . by doing our 
G uineſs z. And Friend ſhipt and Shatity are beſt 


rioſity 


e preſerved by leaving off al impertinent and Suhie Cu- 
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riofity concerning the Conduct and Reputation of our 


Neighbours. 


The abandoning all worldly Care is a true Argument 
of great Proficience in Goadneſs. For, by eſteeming 
highly of any thing here below, our Value for God nc * 
Heaven is unavoidably leſſened and impaired. Let no. 
thing therefore but God, and the things that be of God; 
ſeem great N to thee, worthy. deſir ing or re- 
joyeing in. And all that imaginary Comfort, whichthe 
Creatures pretend to adminiſter, treat With the gene- 
rous Neglect and Contempt, that it deſer ves. For a: 
Soul entirely devoted to the Love of God, will naturally 
deſpiſe every thing in compariſon of Him. And reaſon 
good there is why it ſhould do ſo, when we conſider, 


that every thing elſe is frail and of ſhort continuance, 


empty and unſatisfactory; but God alone Eternal, Om- 
nipreſent, Infinite in every Excellence; and therefore 
He is the beſt, He the only Comfort and 3 
of the Soul, who alone can fill and exceed its largeſt” 
| VVV 
u) Joy of a good Cunſci nee. 
THe Glory and Privilege of good Man conſiſts ia the 
Teſtimony of his own Mind; For this is a perpetual 
Feaft and Triumph. It ſets him above the Power of For- 
tune, and makes the ſharpeſt Afflictions, not only anEx- 
erciſe of his invincible Patience, but a Matter of undi - 
ſturbed Joy to him Whereas even Preſperity it ſelf can- 
not procure Eaſe and Content to a, guilty and ſelf- con- 


demning Breaſt. Wouldſt thou then enjoy a ſweet and 


e Tranquility? Keep all at Peace within 
and give thy own Thoughts no cauſe to reproach thee? . 
All the Satisfaction we rake or promiſe our ſelyes, is 
vain and dangerous, except that only, which proceeds 
from a Senſe of having done our Duty. The Men thou 
ſeeſt ſo Gay, ſo ſeemingly full of Delight, are galled 
and ftung within; they have no inward,no.trueCon- . 
tentment, and notwithſtanding their moſt induſtrious 
Parfuirs of Pleaſure, that Sentence of God is irreverſible; = 
and the fad Eſſects of it hang over their Hearts, that 
there is no Hence in ße Wicked, Ila. 57.2.1, They may 
1 inen go 1103 en ; per- 
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perhaps make mighty Boaſts of their Enjoyments, put 


on an Air of Happineſs, give out, that their Pomp and 
Greatneſs ſecures them from the Aſſaults of Miſery; but 


theſe are all Deluſions, and ought not to incline our 


Aſſent, or provoke our Envy. We ſee not their inward 
Tortures; nor are Witneſſes of thoſe Checks aud Ter- 


rours, which make Retirement, bitter and inſuppor- 
table, and haunt their Cloſets and their Beds: We ſee 


not yet, but there is a time coming when we ſhall ſee, 


an Angry God break ing out upon them in Fury; their 


mighty Projects quaſhed and baffled, and all the Happi- 
nefs they vainly boaſted of, vaniſh like a Dream. 

While theretore theſe Men take a Pride in their Suc- 

ceſſes and outward Enjoyments, do Thou with equal 


Satisfaction entertain thy Afflictions. This is not indeed 
to Fleſh and Blood an eaſie Undertakivg, but to a Soul 
filled with Grace and Love, which knows and propoſes 


to it ſelf no other Happineſs but God, nothing is impracti- 


cable, nothing difficult. For what is this, bur to re- 
joyee in the Waben Care and A 2 of Him whoſe. 


Providence ordereth theſe Sufferings for thy Good? 
The Glory, which we give, or receive from one another 
is very fickle, and periſhing. It cannot laſt long, and 
while it does, ſome Alloy of Sorrow will ever attend and 
damp it. The Good Man's Glory ſtands upon ſtronger 


Foundations; It rifes from within, and muſt endure fo 


long as that Innocence which creates it: Nay, it muſt 
laſt as long as God himſelf; For his Will carefully per- 
formed, His Favour and Approbation which follows 
that Performance, are the ſolid Bales on which it ſtands. 


And theſe can never ſail, ſo long as Truth and juſtice 
continue impregnable. To him who aſpires after Eter- 


nal Glory and Honour, that of this World is of Yeuy 
little Conſideratidn. And theſe are fo very different, {o 
inconſiſtemt, that the Love and ſincere Deſires of the 
One are beſt proved by a Neglect and Diſeſteæm of the 
Other, Nay, not only the future, but the preſent Hap- 
pineſs is beſt ſecured by ſeeking the Approbation of God 
alone; For nothing contributes more to an eaſie and 

uiet Mind, than 8 the Praiſe, and deſpi- 
tg the Cenſuresand Reproaches of Men. 


A pure apd quiet Conſcience doesabove all things di- 


ſpoſe a Man to reſt contentęd which his Condition: And 
| 4 | par- 
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particularly, with organs to the Opinion of the World. 


It is highly reaſonable he ſhould do fo, For what is any 
one really the better or the worſe, for hat other People 
ſay of him? Their Commendations add nothing to his 
Virtue, nor daes their Diſpraiſe and Scandal take one 
whit from it. The Man is ſtill the ſame; What his'own' : 
Actions and the judgment of God make him; This is 
the Standard of our Worth and Happineſs; neither more 
nor leſs belong to us, than will be found todo ſoar the 
laſt great Account; And that will depend, not upon 
what we were faid or ſuppoſed to be, but upon What in 
very deed we were in this World. The more Respect 
therefore we bear to the Condition of our q Minds, 
the leſs Impreſſion will the Characters and Reports of 
Men make upon us. For God ſeeth not as Men ſee: 
They obſerve the Face and outward Appearance, but he 
ſearcheth and underſtands the Heart; They look upon 
the Action, and form a Judgment from thence; He ſees” 
our Intentions and condemns or acquits us, according 
to our Honeſty and Sincerity, our corrupt Inclinations - 
and wicked Defigns. And therefore a modeſt, humble 
Man makes it his Conftant Care, to be doing Good, and 
to think meanly of his own Performances. He ſeeks, 
7 he feels, no great matter of Comfort, from any” 
the Advantages which attend Well-doing in this 
World; but confiders whom he ſerves, and for whoſe 
fake he does it, and cheerfully relies upon him alone; 
for thePraiſe and Reward of that which beſt deſerves it. 
And when we are not anxiouſly concerned for the Te- 
ſtimony and Credit of Men, then may we truly be ſaid 
to have reſigned our ſelves to God, and to depend upon 
Him with fhat ſtedfaſt and holy Confidence, which 
becomes us: Not he that commendeth himſelf, (no nor 
He whom others commend neither) is approved, but 
whom the Lord commendet h, 2 Cor. 10.18. And there- 
fore a Holy and Spiritual Man indeed bays aſide, as much 
as may be, all Concern with the World. 'He conſiders 
that is the only Perſon whom he ſhould labour to 
Pleaſe ; and while he is happy in his. Approbation, and 
the Witneſs of a good Conſcience, all outward Acci-' 
nents are conſidered as things remote and forreign to 
his main Deſign, and tuch as ought not much to affect 
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"oF: * 
Of Loving Jeſus above all things. © 


BLeſſed is that Man indeed, who feels and reliſhes the 
Love of Jeſus; Who finds the Sweet of this Love, 
and can even deſpiſe and hate himſelf for his Saviour's 
ſake. For, though the Love of our ſelves be the very 
Voice of Reaſon and Nature, yet the ſame Voice com- 
mands us too, to quit a leſs valuable Friend for a better. 
And this Exchange He hath made neceſſary to our Obe- 
dience, Who requires us, To love him only, above all 
things: And He alone is Worthy of our Love, For the _ 
Objects of this World, which are too apt to engage our 
Affections, are uncertain and deceitful, but Chriſt is 
Faithful and Eternal, and will not fail to return and re- 
ward our Love. He that depends upon any temporal 
Comfort, will one Day be convinced of its Frailty to his 
coſt, when He and It both periſh together; bur jeſus 
remaineth for ever. And as he cannot periſh himſelf, ' 
ſa neither will he ſuffer any roperiſh,who depend upon 
bim. Let him then be your Hope, your Joy, your Love; 
whoſe Friendſhip and whoſe Power are everlaſting. 
Though all things forſake you, yet will not He; nay, all 
things eMe will certainly forſake you, but even then He 
will be All, and more than all the World, to you. 
Living and dying thea keep cloſe and ſtedfaſt to him, 
for he in Life and Death will be to you Advantage. But 
then hie Friendſhip and conſtaut Protection depends 


upon this Condition, T i i adwh no Rslintoc m- cont: 
tition with him;Hewillnotacceprdivideds&ffedions,- Com 
— t expects to reigu 8 504 feel rd of yourHeart;.. {tref 
And the only way of inviting him thither, is to caſt out Tear 
all other Inmates, and let Him have.the whole Houſe ' Call 
to himſelf. And indeed, when We come to conſider ard ſhe, 1 
compute Matters juitly, whatever Love or Regard we Jeſus 
have allowed tgany thing bur Him, will be found in a to hir 
rnanaer perfectly loit and thrown: away. Do not there- | Haw 
tore indulge a Paſſion, which can turn to no account. we ar 
Lean not upon 4 broken Reed, which will not only let | toitex 
thee: fall, but pierce thy Air oo, And ſuch a Reed is. Deſire 
mortal Man, tor al! Fleſh is Grafs, ani all the 97 bid us 


thereof four iſheth as a Flower of the Feld ; The Graſs 
„ : . 
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withereth and the Flower fadeth, 1 Pet. 1. 24. Andthey © 
who are enamoured with its Beauty, find how poor and 
tranſitory, how carry and deceitful a Good BY fer 
their Hearts upon. Where ever elſe we expect Com- 
fort, our Hopes are ſoon blaſted, or wretchedly difap-. 
ointed : Bur when our Thoughts and Wiſhes center in 
2 5 we are ſure to find whar'we look for, ſure to ob. 
tain, all that we did, more than we could, expect. 
Think not to find ſatis faction in your ſelf: For the bet- 
ter you underſtand your (elf, the leſs cauſe you will find 
to love your ſelf; And the more you indulge this Love, 
the greater and more certain will be your Ruin. Seek 
then thy Lord and only Saviour; For He who hath. 
Chriſt, poſſeſſes all things, and He who neglects him 
does himſelf more Miſchief than all the Enemies, nay, 
all this World, and all the Powers of Hell, could ever 


bring upon him. 3 l 
Of intimate Converſation and Friendſhip with Jeſus. K 


hen Jeſus is preſent by bis Grace and Comforts, * 
nothing is hard to do, nothing grievous to ſuffer : * 
But Happineſs and pertect Peace dwell and reign in my 
Breaſt. But the moment he withdraws his cheering 
Preſence, all my Supports are loſt and gon, all my Fa- 
culties diſabled, and everyDiffcuity is inſuperable, every 
Croſs inſupportable. The Conſolations ot this World 
make no Impreſſion, nor give any ſolid Joy, while he 
continues ſilent; but let him ſpeak. one ſingle Word of 
Comfort to the Soul, and ſhe is gay in the midft of Di- 
ſtreſſes. Thus Mary roſe immediately, and dried up her 
Tears, upon the News of his Approach, and rhe firſt 
Call of her dear Maſter, John 11. And happy fure was 
ſhe, happy is every Mortal in this Vale of Tears, whom 
Jeſus calls. For when he calls and commands to come 
to him, he calls from Grief and Mourning to true Joy,” 
| How flat and inlipid, how harſh and unpleaſant all 
we are, and all we have, without this oe Put 
toter? How empty and deluding all thoſe Wiſhes and 
Deſires, Which are placed upon any other Object? They 
bid us infinitely to 00 loſs. A Loſs greater and more 
Uretfievable, than if we loſt the whole World: 2 
5 | cou 
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could we gain the whole World with the loſs of Him, 
it were a fooliſh and moſt miſerable Exchange. And 
what indeed is all the World without Him? To be de- 
prived of this one Friend, is bitterer than Death; To 
enjoy and poſſeſs Him. the only Happineſs of Life, His 
Friendſhip is Security ſufficient againſt a whole World 
of Enemies. A Treaſure above all the Riches of. the 
Univerſe ; He who finds this hath more than both the 
Indies, and he who loſes it, loſes more than can be ex- 
preſs'd. But why do I {ay more? He loſes all; For this 
$ Poverty-indeed, this the only Poverty, to loſe the 
only true Riches. . „ 5 
'So All-ſafficient, ſo delightful, ſo heayenly ſweet, is 
the Friendſhip and Company of Jeſus. But every Man is 
not qualified for ſo . a Bleſſing; for it requires 
great Care, and Ski I, and Wiſdom, to be fit for thisEn- 
yment. Humility and Charity muſt make, and keep 
xls ours. Piety and Peace are the Diſpoſitions, he de- 
lights in. Sin, and Paſſion, and worldly Affections, will 
drive him away. And, if he rake his flight, where wretch- 
ed Man, where wilt thou find a Friend? Without a 
Friend thou canſt not live in Comfort; and if He be 
not thy only Friend, thou art left deſolate and forlorn. 
Conſider then, how miſerable thou makeſt thy ſelf by 
lacing thy Confidence, or thy Joy, in any other, For 
better were it far, that the whole World ſhould bend 
their utmoſt {pight againſt thee, than This one Friend 
be provoked to Diſpleaſure. If therefore Relations and 
Acquaintance be dear, yet let none be ſo, comparably to 
thy God and Saviour. Remember, They are dear for 
his fake, but He for his own. For tliis is the peculiar 
Prerogative of Chriſt, that Enemies as well as Friends 
ſhould challenge a ſhare in thy Affections upon his 
Account; Thou art to forgive and Love, to Pity and 
Pray for, all Mankind, becauſe he loves them all; and 
it ought to be the earneſt defire of our Hearts, that all 
may know, and beſenfible of his Love, and make ſome 
ſaitableReturns for ſuch wonderful Goodnefs ; bur nei- 
ther we nor any other Perſon, have a Right to be loved 
for our own ſelves; for the Foundation of Love is Ex- 
cellence and Goodneſs, and this is all from God. In Him 
alone it dwells originally, inherently, independently: 
and what proportion ſoever any Creature hath, is entire- 
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ly derived from him, the Emanation of that univerſal ' 
and inexhauſtible Source, And therefore he alone hath 
right to command our Love for his own Excellence, be · 
cauſe all Excellence is His; He alone is to be loved above 
all others, becauſe he nei her hath, nor can have any 
Equal. Covet not then the Praiſe or Love of Men, for 
Praiſe and Love are God's peculiar... Nor laviſhly. di- 
{penle theſe to others, but in thy ſelf and all Perſons . 
of Virtue and Merit, laud and admire and love the 
Graces of Chriſt. - : I | 
Bring to thy Lord a clean and 50 Spirit, free 
from the ſordid Affections of the World: That thou 
e entirely his, and ſolace thy ſelf with the De- 
lights of his Converſation. But leave the World, and 
come to him thou canſt not, without the Prevention and 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace. This only can exalt thy Deſires, 
and draw and charm thy Heart with the Cords of Di- 
vine Love. For Man can do all things through Chriſt 
that flirengthens him, Phil. 4. but if that Succour be 
withdrawn, he is blind and naked, deſtitute and weak, 
full of Confuſion and Torment; or rather he is Con- 
fuſion. in the Abſtract, Weakneſs and Impotence it ſelf. 
And if ſometimes thou feel an inward: Scourge, let not 
thy melancholy Thoughts deject or drive thee toDeſpair.. 
For ſpiritual Comforts and Joys are ſown in Tears; and 
Patience brings forth plentiful” and perfect Fruits 4 p 
Righteouſneſs and Peace. If theſe Sorrows proceed 
from a Reflection upon thy own Sins and Infirmities, 
indulge the holy Grief ; and Lament, as becomes a ſe- 
rious Penitent, thy own Unworthineſs, and former 
Miſery ; If Adverſity ſent from the Hand of God afflict 
thee, ſupport thy ſelf with the Conſolations of a good 
Conſcience, and be aſſured, that ſuffering ſo as may ad- 
vance thy Maſter's Honour, will end in Glory and Ad- 
vantage to thy ſelf. But conſider, that in either caſe, 
the Trouble cannot be long; for theſe black Intervals of 
Sadneſs. will as certainly, as naturally be followed With 
inward Peace and Joy, as Summer ſucceeds Winter, 
| and Storms are huſhed into a profound Calm. | 
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Cnapr IK 
- Thy Diſconſolate State. 


WW Hen all Humane Comforts forſakens,if God vouch- 
ſafe to ſi upply their place with ſpiritual and hea ven- 
ly, which are infinitely better; we are not muchto won- 
er if the Soul preſerve its Temper, and bear je yp 
under ſuch Circumſtances: * But when the World an 
God both frown ; then to bear ſuch Deſertion with Pa · 
tience, and be content to be abandoned of all our Hopes 
for his Glory; then to acknowledge our Unworthineſs 
andnor charge God fooliſhly, nor be partial to our ſuf- 
* This is Virtue and Reſignation indeed, the 
> bo > :xcellence and Perfection of an humble and ſub- 
miſhve Mind. Who that conſiders can forbear rejoy - 


1 * 


\ 


cing, while the cheerful Light of God's Countenance 
ines bright about him? What Wretch is fo unreaſon- 

able, to grudge his Service, when Bounty and Bleſſings 
reward his Pains, and convince him, that he does not 
{ſerve God for nought ? This is the happy Seaſon, 
which every Man defires and triumphs in. Smooth 
and Pane is His Paſſage, whom the Grace of God 
conducts, and carries through this troubleſome World. 

For how can e think it ſtrange, that he ſhould'not feel 

the weight of his Burden, who is ſttengthned and ſup- 
parted by Almighty Power, and led through Difficulti- 
es and Dangers by the Caprain of his Salvation? 

It is natural for us, to cling faſt about any thing that 
may give us eaſe; and hard for a Man to deveſt himfelf 
ot carnal Affections: So that, before our Paſſions be ef- 

. feftually ſubdued, and our Delight and Hope fixt en- 
tirely upon God, many and frequent Conflicts muſt be 
under gone. And yet, at no Expence leſs than this, is 

dur Peace and Quiet to be purchaſed. For ſo long as a 
Man reſts upon his own Strength, he is eaſily diverted 
to worldly Comforts, and taſtes little Satisfaction, but 
What ariſes from ſuch. But He, whoſe Soul is enamour- 
ed with God and Goodneſs, expects not hisDelight from 
ſenſual Enjoyments; but finds a Pleaſure in the ſeve- 
rer Exerciſes of Virtue and Devotion, and even enjoys 
the Difficulties he undergoes for Chriſt's ſake. 

If then God ſhed down ſpiritual Comforts from above 

| | enter- 
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not the Effect and Reward of Grace, ON 
our Due, or valuing your felt upon it. Re . 
joyce in e Bleſſing bur temper that Joy with Grati- 
tude; and 7 it not Stel to Inſdlence and. Va 2D 
.- Cenſoriouſueſs or Contempt of thy weaker Bre 
1 bore the more thou haſt reread. e greater let th 
-/ 7728 1 ; and the more thy Fear, thy Diligence 
75 lneſs that thou abuſe not ſuch 8 Libera- 
bs For F and Gladneſs will not aff always; 
Cloud will come betwirt, and interrupt the cheerfu ful 
Beams of this Sun of 2 hteouſneſs. Temptations will 
1 their turn too; and therefore when theſe fall hard 
and heavy, let Patience and Humility, not hopeleſs 
Delpondenc be the effect of ſuch Oppreſſions. The 
8 Fthy Sufferi Tings muſt inflame rhy-Truft, thy 
L „thy nin. and fervent Prayer is the proper 
For n againſt the Attacks of our 15 . 
atters are not deſperate ; and he who took away 
rts only . Ti for a Seaſon, and to 
chole who ſeek them with holy Perſcyerance, will at 
fir, ( thar is, at his own ) time, reſtorethem again wi 
Advantage. This is a uſual o__g with God. The Pro. 
phets and Saints of old have all advanced 15 their 
rowns by the ſame rough way of Grief and Deſer- 
tion. Nor may La e 75 8042 theſe diſconſolate In- 
tet vals axe the Effe$ts of God's Apger and final Abdi- 
cation, off us. 7 
. Obſerve how eminent * ain of theſe Changes we 
have! in the Man after God's own Heart, When the Grace = 
and Eavquriof God; was lifted up upo u him, his Mind 
was exalted, proportionabl : my 251 ſperity, 1 faid,T 
bal newer be ca af down, t thy Goodneſs. 
made my Hill ſo.ſtrong, 22 A1 , "When this 
eh was Withdrawn, he-con ges che Conſequence 
of i it, the.deep, 775 heavy Impreſſion it made upon 1 
ue, E. * R turn. 5 Face from me, and 1 
Ver, ing a gee bi this Trouble harp and ſen 
fi 2s it was, did not fink down inte 9 His Re- 
medy was Prayer, ep red I unto thee, O Lord, and 
£0699 me to ny Lord rig . Ver. 8. And how ſuc- 
this Application proved, fe r declares, The 
_ heard me,and had mercy upon me;Thou haſt turned 


my 


ſears the precious Gift with Humility and Thanks; 
2 | 
it 
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my Mourning into Dancing, thou haſt put off my Sackcloth 
434 Ped ae with Gladneſs, vale 175 1. Now, if 
theſe Sorrows were the Portion of thoſe bright Patterns 
of Piety; if God's arty beloved Children and faith- 
fulleſt Servants have not lived conſtantly under hispro- 
pit ious Smiles; if Men of ſo exalted Virtue were yet 
differently affected, as they felt different Diſpenfations 
of Providence toward them; what are we poor, we 
weak, deſertleſs Wretches, that we ſhould expect to be 


exempted from Trouble ? What is our Zeal in compari- 
ſon of Theirs, that we ſhould hope to have it always 
warm, always gay? What have we done to confine the 


kiadly Influences of that Spirit, and ſecure them con- 
ſtant to our ſelves, which even to Thoſe that uſe and 
improve it beſt, goes and comes, and blows only whereand 
when it lifteth, John 3. 8. And therefore Job takes no- 
"rice of it, as a Fate common to all Mankind, that God 
does not ſo magnitie, or ſer his Heart upon any one 
among them, but that he Wray him every Morning, and 
tries him every Moment, Job 7. 17, 1999. 
. Where therefore can we ſafely face our Confidence, 
except in the Grace and Mercy of God only ? All other 
_ "Comforters are miſerable, The Company and Exhor- 
tation of Religious Men, The tender and affectionate 
Advice of dear and faithful Friends, The Entertainment 
of govd Books, The moving Strains of — Eloquence 
"The heavenly Raptures of Pſalms and Hymns, All theſe 
adminiſter but very poor; and {lender Relief, to aſſwage 
the Anguiſh of our Minds, or but ſo much as to divert 
anddeceive our Pain, if God withdraw his Conſolations 
and leave us to the deſolate Condition of merely Hu- 
mane Helps. Then as our laſt and beſt Refuge, we 
muſt fly to God; humble our {elves under 1 
Hand; ſubmit to what he Jays. upon us; acknow 
His Goodneſs even in our Suffering s and be content to 
Luffer ſtill, ſo long as he ſees fid; For he Will not Re fit 
td continue his diſpleaſure for ever, but will revive the 
Contrite and exalt the Humble in due time.. 
I never yet, to rhe beſt of my Remembrance metwith 
any Remarkable good Man, who had not, at ſome time 
or other, fallen into theſe Diſcomforts; and languiſned 
under the Apprehenſion of God's. Diſpleaſure, or the 
Abatement of his own Zeal. Nor was it ever deſigned, 
. KOGAN AY TIN PUG HKS BONE INDE SIN 
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State of Holineſs, Tho abſolute as nat to be ſome- 
times tempted. Though 
times, and Some have their Tryals in the beg inni 
their Converſion, which are reſerved for Others och 
later and more perfect Days. Ir ſeems, the ſublime and 
rapturous Contemplations of God are 2 Bleſſing too 
recious for thoſe who have not firft indured ſome Trou- 
dle of Mind, to qualifie them for ſo excellent a Reward. 
Well then may we Rejoyce in theſe Temprations, which 
are ordained certain Forerunners of more abundant 
Grace, and Signs of theſe unſpeakable Conſolations and 
Delights, which are reſerved for them that have ap- 
proved themſelves Faithful. For not to him that is ex- 
cuſed from Fighting, but to him that ouercometh by 
ſtriving couragiouſſy, and endureth to the end, wilt 
gi ue to eat of the Tree of Life, Rev. 2. 7. 
Mloſt wiſely therefore are theſe Viciſſitudes of Proſpe- 
rity and Adverſity appointed for the Improvement of 
our Piety and Virtue. Were our Troubles without In- 
termĩſſion, no Fleſh could be ſaved ; and theretore (God 
ſoftens and rewards them with inward and heaven]! 
Comtorts, that ſo, aſſiſted by his Grace, and encouraged 
by his Favour, we may be able to bear up againſt our 
ſharpeſt Tryals. Bur were that Grace and Fayour con- 
{tant too, we chould be immoderately exalted with our 
Performances, and impure the Bleſſings of God to our 


own Merit. And therefore the Returns of Affliction, 


and ſpiritual Deſertion are convenient to prevent or 
check our Pride; and ſhew us that how greatly ſoever 
we may value our ſelves, yet are we not ſo perfect, bur 
that we deſerve to ſuffer ;and the Good we receive, we 
receive, not of Debt, but of Liberaliry and free Grace. 
Miſtake not, Man, the Devil never ſleeps ; He always 
watches for an Opportunity to aſſault and work thee 
Miſchief, The Fleſh. is not utterly dead, nor irs Appe- 
rites and Paſſjons fo totally extin&, but that every freſh 
Object will awaken them into Luſt. Be thou therefore: 


flict : en pot Peace to thy ſelf, when beſet on every 
fide with numerous and reſtleſs Enemies; for wrerched 


down, or their ſubtle and wakeful Malice ſurpriſe thee 
faro Sin . | I CHAP. 


chat my Man in this Life ban arrive at ſo exalted a 
2 
this happens at very different 


of 
their 


_ awake too, and prepare every Pay for ſome new Con- 


is thy Caſe; if their Violence be ſuffered to bear thee 
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An is born toTrouble as the Sparks fly upward,Job 5.5. 
. and doſt thou refuſe the Cop 8 — 7 

. hoping to be exempted from Labour and Suffering? 
Conſider this, and apply thy (elf vigorouſly to Patience, 
as a moſt neceſſary Virtue, and learn to bear the Croſs 

as the Buſineſs thou art created for. For this will much 

better become a ſinful Creature, than te depend upon 

..Comtorts,. which thou deſerveſt not, and Pleaſures 

which belong not to thee. Could even che Worldly- 
minded be ſecure of ſpiritual ſoys without Interruprion, 
he could not, in Agreement with, his own Principle, 
.bur be paſhanacely ond of them, as yielding more fb: 
. Nantial Satisfaction, than all external and ſenſual, De- 
lights. For what Compariſon can there, be, between 
. thoſe Pleaſures which are attended with Shame, or De- 
cCcit, and thoſe which are ſolid and durable, void of Re- 
proach and Indecency, the Fruits of Virtue, and the 
_tpectal Gift of God to chaſt and heavenly Spuls ? This 
then were Epricuriſm indeed, were this te be atrained 
and preſerved, by any the moſt aſſiduous Care of ours : 
But that which renders even theſe Joys lefs ſenſible, and 
_ leſs eagerly deſired, is, that they are the free Gift orf 
. God ; who both diſpenſes and withdraws them, as him- 
. ſelf ſees fir, and irequent{L.(upends the. Happineſs they 
bring, by ſtrong and ſevere Tryals. For we are in a 
State of continual Diſcipline and Warfare, and our 
Conflicts muſt return very thick upon us, fo long as 
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ve remain in ſuch a State. 
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Nor are theſe Difficulties from the Malice of our Ene- 
mies only, but We our ſelves contribute to our own Mi- 
ſery, and öbſtruct the more liberal Communications of 
Dime Grace and Comfort, by affecting a miſtaken 
Freedom and extravagant Congeits of our gwn Strength 
and Goodpeſs. The Bounty of God is admixable, who 
Lupports us with the inward Sat stact ions of his Spirit; 
dut rhe Folly of Man is prodigious, who does not diſcern 
and thagktully acknowledge, that all his Ability to do 
ell is imparted by a-higher Hand. It chen the Gitts ot 
+ k4zaven are diſtributed to us, more. ſparingly than we 
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_ with or expect, we leſſen their Proportions, by not bes © 

ing dul qualified to receive them, And qualified we 
cannot be, while ingrateful to the Author, and negli- 
| Sear to improve all we receive to the Giver's Praiſe and 
Mnour. For he Who hath; and uſeth Grace aright, 
does by that very Act incline God to give more. And 
from the proud unthankful Negle ers of the Favour, 
even what they had is taken away, and added to the- 
Portion of the Humble and Diligent ; Thoſe, who are. 
2 from whom, and to what Purpoſes, they 
have it. : | 1 | . 
Might I be allowed to chooſe my own Lot, I fhould 
think it much more eligible, to want my ſpiritual Com- 
forts, than to abound in theſe at the Expence of my Hu- 
mility. No; Let a penitent and contrite Spirit always. 
be my Portion,” and may I ever ſo be the Favourite of: 
Heaven, as never to forget, that I am Chief of Sinnes. 
Knowledge in the ſublime and glorions Myſteries 0! 11; >- 
| Chriſtian Fah, and raviſhing Contemplations of God 
and a future State, are moſt deſirable Adyantages ; but 
ſtill L prefer Charity which ediſieth, betore the higheſt 
intellectual Perfections of that Knowledge which pu et h 
up, 1 Car. '$. 1. For everything which is high, is not 
herefore-holy; Many Meats are agreeable tothe Palate, 
which are not conducive to Health; and thoſe Gifts 
which are firſt in Our .Efteem, do not always recom- 
mend us maſt to God. Thoſe ſpiritual Advantages are 
certainly beſt for us, which increaſe our Modeſty, and- 
awaken our Caution, and diſpoſe us ro ſuſpect, and te 
deny our ſelves. And therefore it is an Argument of 
Wiſdom in God, to recal his Gifts ſometimes; as well as 
of his Goodneſs, ro impart them to others; that by the 
loſs of what we had, we may. experimentally find our 
own Impotence; confeſs andfeet our Wants ; and know 
to whom the whale Glory of all that is excellent in us: 
does of Right belong. Deal jaſtly then in this Matter; 
Render to God the things that arg God's, and take tothy 
ſelf whit is properly thy own : To Him, the Thanks for 
his Graces,nay for the ber Power pf uſing them aright; 
To thz ſelk, the Shame and Condemastion of having 


| 
/ 
a 
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uc chem no beter; And know, that His ische Ho- 
nourfor all rhou haſt done well; Thine,only the Blame. 
| laſt done amiſs, 
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38 Oe the Amitation, . Book II. 
it don in the loweſt Place, and then ſhalt thou wit 2 
Honour be promoted to the higheſt. Lutte 14. for the lot- 
tier the Building, the deeper mũſt the Foundation be 
kid. The higheſt in God's Eſteem are meaneſt in their 
own ; And their Excellence confifts in the Meekneſs, 
and Truth; not in the Pomp and Oftenation, EJS? 
which affects to be ſeen and admired of Men. The re- 
pofing our Hope and Truſt in God aloſje is the moſt et- 
tectual Prevention of Vanity and Inſolence; and aſeribing 
to Him all our Virtues and Attain ments is inconiſiſtent 
with coveting the Praiſe of Men. For ſuch Perſons are 
concerned to approve their Actions to God N and 
labour to advance his Glory, as the chief anchonſy thing, 
which ought to be magnified in all that is pious and 
commendable, in themſelves and every good Man. 
Receive then a little with due Senſe of Gratitude, thus 
thou Thalr obtain more. The Gifts, which others eſteem 


meaneſt and moit contemptible, conſider as the Gifts of 


God, and let this raiſe their Value in thy Eſteem. For 
indeed every thing ought to be eſteemed, Which is a 
Mark of his Favour, who is the ſupreme Lord of all: 


Even Stripes and Puniſhments from his Hands ſhould 


be, not only ſob mitted to with Patience, but received 


with humble Thanks; fince his Rod is intended for our 


Good, and no Diſpenfation of his Providence is Without 
its profitable and wiſe Deſign. If then thou value the 
Grace of God, and deſire to keep it, be thankful when 
he gives; be reſigned and patient when he takes away; 
pray fervently and frequently for the Returns of his 

- Favour, and let not thy own Pride or Careleſneſs 
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provoke him to withdraw it. Es 
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Many we find poſſeſt with ſtrongD t's 
Heavenly Kingdom, and eager of reigning with 
him there, bur Few, who are in love with his Crols, 
and content to ſuffer with him upon Earth. The Gra- 
ees and ſweerConſolations of his Spirit charm and draw 
us, but Afflictions drive us e him. When be 
invites Men to fit dom n at his Table, the Gueſts come 
© voting n apace 5 ur K de calls un after him nts fle 
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eſires of Chriſt's 


ed Dejestions and 
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and Fes alone: The Breaking of Bread is what all of us 


. 


1857 the Drinking of his bitter Cup we are ſhame- 


ly averſe to. We read the Hiſtory of bis Life, and 


peruſe his Miracles with Reverenceand Delight, for 


_ theſt were full of Mercy and Relief to wretchedMen ; 


but when we come to the tragicalCircumſtances of h's 
dolorous Paſſion and bitter Death, we either ſhur'our 
Books, or real the Melancholy Story with Coldneſs and 
Indifference; 1 hardly, perſuading our ſelves, that 
in tþi7 n, hath lef us an Example, chat we ſbould 
4 isgteps, 1 Pet. 2. 2 f. Such was the Behaviour, 


Not of the Multicudes only, but his own Diſciples roo, 
heretofore, who rhronged in to his Hoſanna's and his 


reaching ; but when he was apprehended, and treated 
as 2 Malefactor, all forſook him and fled, Math. 21. John 
18 And ſuch is the Behaviour of all thole Chriſtians 
Ml, who ſerve him cheerfully, while things. go well 
With them, and magniſie his Mercy fo long as they taſt 
His Goodneſs; but draw back, When Afflictions approach; 
and if he hide the Brightnefs of his Face, fall into wretch-. 
0 R ene of Mind, and are 
provokedto Imiparience and Murmuring, and fad Com- 
plants © Fs the Pale. 
K Methinks we migh t find Charms and Engagements 
youny apa powerfu | 
Affe ctions to the Bleſſed jeſus. Frem what he is inHim- 
ſelf from hat he is to Us, without any reſpect of our 
own private Intereft, and the preſent Advantages we 


receive from him. This would. confirm and roòt us faſt 
in Love, and Praiſe, and Gratitude; beyond the Power 


of outward Calamities, or inward Anxieties of Mind, 


to ſhake and divert us. Then ſhould we with thoſe 


mal Men, even think it good, and thank God, that 
we have been in Trouble, and though he LT [lay us, 
yet ſhould we Mil] delight and ruſt in him. A 


O! Could we burtonce get above this mercenary Diſ- 


lition of propofing Imereſt and Gain in all we do, and 
love our Bleſſed Lord for his own ſake, how noble 
would be the Fruits of ſo generous a Principle? And in- 


Ured, haw can we pretend to love him, when we only 


love our lelves; and pay Obedience to his Commaads, 


not gut of Regard to Authority and owrObligarions, © 
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Wilderneſs, to Faſt and Pray with him, he calls in van, 


which ſhould unite our Souls and 


- 
25 
3 


nor from a Defire to pleaſe him, bur purely ta promot 
'* eurown Advantage! For where, among the rde. 
Uns Who profeſs to be Zealous Chriſtians, Where is 
the Man that would be content to ſerve God as bis Ma- 
ker and rightful Lord, had he no Expectations of Re- 
ward from him? Nay, Who almoſt is fo ſpiritual, 
reſined as that Poverty of Spirit, recommended ar 
3 by our 7 © 1 we ee be; Lot Is, 
xeſi as to all temporal Knjoyments, aud Welfh-iatii- 
fed ee in 2 not to think our Ma- 
ſter hard, though he ſhould even 8 all thoſe 
Comforts, which are ulually the | 
Piety and Virtue? This is a Temper rarely to be mer 
with; Such a-Generofity and Greatneſs of Spirit, . 
Crowns and Kingdoms, nay the whole Eaſtern Wor 
were wiſely given in Exchange for. For this is theFer- 
fection of Love; a Vutue fo exalted ;tliat ONES pare 
of Religion is to be named with it. A Man may beſtow 
all his Wealth upon the Poor, and be neyer the better: 


He may chaſtiſe and mortifie his Fleſh and ſenſual 


*Appetne, with all the Sevrrities of the molt exem- 

. Penitence, and yet N 2 lo and little 
Excellence in compariſon: He l the highelt 
and cleareſt Knowledge, in the Myſteries of Religion, 


but Kill he is infinitely Ihort. His Virtues may be bright 


and exemplary, his Devotion fervent and conſtant, his 
Meditations e all theſe are valuable 
Gifts, but there is till ane Excellence Behind, more 
valuable, more neceſſary chat all thę let. And that is, 


Being able, aſter hay ing renounced all the Word belles 
d 0o renounce himſelf for the Take of his Lord; to devote 


all he is or can do, ſo entirely to his Service, .as.to. be 
Content with every thing ʒ to ſtudy his Will, his Plea- 
ure, his Glory in all things, and to conſult his on in 
nothing: And when he hath faithfully and diligently 
performed all, which, he know, it became and W, 
expected from him to do, to.cfteemall this of no DN. 
fideration,and account that he hath done nothing. 
Others no doubt will have quite different Notions, of 
him. They will ſee and admire, publiſh and tal his 
Virtues, but {till their Commendations, though : never 
ſo profuſe, never ſo juſt, will not have any Influence 
upon his Judgment; nor tempt him to e 
we! | 1 rom 
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Wiege. chus deſcribes the Condition f gur ing 
, owned:for His, If any Man will be myDPilcip 2 
hi deny himſelf and gabe 1 his Groſs, ana foi lam ve, 
Matth. 2 nee of Men are ag to cr: 1 
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wy cam, ear Ii Jahas, e 
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ee and confounding that Sentenee Will he, hie 
Days 1 7555 Judge wen pronounce inThundergt:the laſt 
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ort Bre Quld yet be weleome to * 
uſe it ane ler neſs in Feen of Tryal; 
tad, by 1 FG ort and tolerable Pains, 
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Why ſhould we then boggle at that-Cyrofs whith leads 


direct to aCrown? Wark 1s Obſtrat our Happineſs, 
by refuſing that, which heals our ſpiritua! Infirthi 
guards us agal our worlt Enemies, fills us with Hea- 
venly Comforts, brightens our Virtues, and ſupports us 
with aſſured Hopes of unconceivable and everlaſtin 
Bliſs ? Remember thy great Maſter and Example, bear- 
ing his Croſs, dying upon his Croſs, that thou hercafter 
 mighteſt not diſdain to bear it for thy own Advantage, 
when he for thy ſake harh'born it before ther. For / 
we dye with him, we ſhall alſo live with him, i 15 
fer with him, we alſo » 
him, 2 Tim. 2. and are aſhamed of his Puniſhment, 
he will allo . be aſhamed of us, and ſhut us our 
of his Glory, Mark 8 LR FE 
Conſider that thy All depends uponSufferingand Dy- 
ing. This is the Sum of thy Duty, This the Source of 
thy Happineſs. God hath ordained no other Pong 7 
1 


bringing us to himſelf, except that one of dying 
and n the 1 — with Affectiont and Lu 
this all the Deſpenſations of Providence con- 


5. 4. In 
ver you turn, how prudently ſoever you gontrive, the 
Croſs is ſure to meet you every-where. And that which 
wingty embraced, would prove your Safety and Vir- 
rue, is ſure to be _ Portion , whether -you wilt or 
not. - Bodily — | 
Loſſes in your 
Heart, Diſcomforts and Deſertions from God; Tojuries 
and Provocations from Men, and, which is worſe than 
all, Diſpleaſure and Diſcontent at your ſelf; One or 
more of theſe will be perpetually exerciſing your Pa- 
tience ; and ſo long as God fees fit to continue you in 
this State of Mortality and Diſcipline, tis vain to hope, 
you ſhall be extempred from them, oo + 
For God, in his great Wiſdom and&Goodneſs,appoints 
us to Tribulation; and damps, or withdraws ourpreſent 
Comforts, that we may learn to love and value Him 
and Heaven the more, to acknowledge our Dependerice 
upon his Bounty. be made ſenſibleof our ownlmporence; 
and grow wiſer and more humble by Afflickion. By 
meſe we are taught to underſtand and value the 'Sut- 
6 * of Chriſt, of which we ſhould have but a port 
WY. co 


eſs and Pain, Diſappeintments and 


ſball alſo reigu with him; but if we 


ſpire: For what courſe ſoeyer you take, whichway ſoe- 


ortunes, Anguiſh a 8 'of 
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| cold and imperfect wag" 2 own Experience 
rey us What it is co ler, A en- Confor- 
1 Im wg Al ryals a k ug upro,the be cleater 
ſe we haue of. his 1 r 
1 Avoid the Croſs then we cannot, becauſe 
22 cannot run away from our ſelves, nor ceaſe to be 
en: And therefore, what we cannat avoid, We muſt 
make it our Endeavour patiently to endure, and render 
that which would ocherwiſe be our Torment, an In- 
ſtrument of Virtue here, and of Glory hereaſter. 
Now/ This is ſtill in our own Power. For They, who | 
ſaltain, their Croſs, ſhall likewiſe be — 47 2 in 
returu, and fry, their Pains lar 
proper timeahd place; But ien is not wo; 4 
1 rel therefore we muſt be content to Labour;now,. 
ene & our Recompence hereafter, But if wg hear © | 
with rmuring and Grudging, What bear we- mult, © 
we do but pall our Shoulders with che Tales and render 
that a 2 unprofitable Load, which might be fru. 
4 ful and meritorious, If we caſt off one ne: we ue 
ear urſued and 5 


| HEAR n 
you ei 
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dhee me on can, one fingle 
talogue of g orified Saints SID this Vale . cars- 
3 his Portion ef rn TERS bim- 

great Lord, though Godas well as Man, 

8 Trouble ; and none was ener ay 
Sorrows, or ſo. intimately 4c 
Grief, Uaiah 53. 3 ae 
him thus 40 ſuffer, and ts rije 


and ſo to.enter ne Bs s Glorg, in 
14 inte bis 7 Jul r ee 


nd if this was the 
We oat far et Tinten u. i Te ,we muſt not meſume 
to hope for a ſmooth and eaſie ehcher, His 
whole Life was little elſe, but one continued Crofs, 4 
e N drawn aut to the len of& many. 
Years. And do We, who profeſs to tread in bis Ste; 
expe x Lite of Saftnefs, and Eaſe. and Pleaſars © No. - 
... > 
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„ Oe the Jmitation' Bol II. 
may ſt depend upon, for it will never diſappoint rhee. - 
It is not only the Condition of thy . as a Chri- 


ſian, but thy certain Settlement and Portion as a Man. 


For Mortality is beſtt on every fide with Croſſes, ane 
exppfed to Suffering every Moment. And though thefe 


be both the Puniſhment and the Remedy for Sin 


may we not imagine that they, who are moſt careful to 
preſerve tfiemſeles from Sinning; are in the ſam Pro- 
portion excuſed from Suffering. For frequently the beſt 

en undergo the ſevereſt Tryals ; and the better they” 
are, the tenderer and more painful Senſe they have of 


them. For the fervent Love and Deſire of a 


8 


tter 

Country, their proper and eternal Homeè, renders the 
age and Beniſhment more tireſome _ 

1 18 Rennie r 


eſent Pil 
— Acting y | 


But yet theſe Culamities'are no juſt Reflection upon 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Almighty God; for, as he 
appoints the Rod in his Mercy, fo does he like wiſe fur- 

in his Servants wirkt mighty Conſolztions and Sup- & 
ports, ſuitable to their Circumſtances. And they, who * 
ſrbmit to the Crois as becomes them, reap large and 


glafious Fruits by fawing in Tears. The Burdett of 
their Mifertes is lighrned, 


m. Atid'the'more the outward Man is weakned, 


* 


and oppreſt, chic greater Strength and Grace they feel 


» 


in the inner Man. Nay, ſuch is their Deſire, ſuch the 


Satisfaction, of being conformed to the Image of Chriſt; 
that good Men oſtentimes would not fo much as wiſn 
to be freed from thoſe Miſeries, in which the leſs di- 
+ fcerning Part of the World are apt to think the very Ex. 


* 


rremity of Unhappinefsto conſiſt. For theſe better in. 
theirDiſtreſfesby this Conſid ade pes tr 8 . 
a 5 | 1 ol ir | | In,” 


endure, the purer and more refine 


purer ane | =p; Ar 
and the more acceptable and dear they 


* 
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come to God. 


Au rrue;, this Confulerarion 4s nor'the Eero ary- 
Strength or Wiſdom meerly Humane, but the Product. 


of Divine Grace; which ſomerimes gains ſo abſdlute 2 


ConqueſtovernaturalTnclination; and exalts Fleſh and 


Seule to ſo high Degree of . and Perfection, 
that What, as Men, we cannot bur dec! 
violent Averffons to, as Chriſtrans, wie contentedly-em-* 
brace; and are entirely ſatisfied with. When 


rcaltifig their Ou and ke. 
or the 


ar decline, and hae 


variet 
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When therefore we feel in our elves, or obſerve in 
Orhers, 4 Zea io. powerful, d noble, as, not onl to 
bear, but even to love and HEX in the Croſs; When 
e vanquiſh and bring into abſolute SubjeQion theſe 4 
Bodies, and their A ppetites, . by a 00g patnful Courſe 


ſtriouſly avoid Honours and Wealch; bear Injuries-and 
Infam contentedly ; deſpiſe our ſelves, and even delight 


to be deſpiſed hy others; en We entertainthe ſharpeſt 

Misfortanes With N and Temper, and are ſo 

Perfectly dead ta the World, as no Jonger ſo much as 
10 deſire thoſe Enjoyments and Advantages, which re. 
. commend and ſweeten Life to Mank ind: do not ſuppoſe 
that this is the Work, or falls within the -compats of 
Man: For They whodepend upon their natural Powers, 
or #heir own moſt e quilite Philoſophy can never riſe fo 
high, nor thus abſt alk 1 


Sehſe. No Principle but that of Holy Truft and Faith 


» 


are and diſpoſe thy Heart, that no Atliftion may over. 
bear thee by ſurpriſe 3 bur conſidering What infinite 
Troubles Ben thee in, and wait thee every - 
Where, let. none have the Advantage of finding thee 
_ vpprovided.. Were there a..pollibility of .eſcaping, we 

mizhtchen be allowed ro contrive Methods ot declining 


ſuffer der it is thy 1 rd's Cup, and that he 
drunk = Dregs of ic ; collider: is He 
Who 455 it; arid that he therefore gives it, that thou 
may It de Partaker of his Sufferings, in order to be made 


* 


6h, 


96 Ot the Nautationn Book II. 
' 2 more worthy Partaket of his Glories, Tis true, he 
Was ſtrengthened in his Agonies by an Angel ſent from 
above; hor ſhalt tho want oppor proper for Oy 
Condition, Luke 22. 44. Bur whar theſe are, or in wha 
| meaſures fit to be im rted, our Lord 'himfelf knows 
| beſt; and to hir wife Difpoſal we muſt leave ir. But 
all we bave to do our ſelves, is to ſecure an humble and 
patient Diſpoſition. And this we ſhould find leſs Diffi- 
culty in, would we but follow the Pattern our jeſus hat 
left, of enduring the Croſs, and dtſpifing the Shame, for 
the Glory ſet before him, Heb, 12. And what can recom- 
mend our Sufferings, What confirm our Patience more, 
than to confider, that gheſe ug afflifiions which are 
but for a Moment ſball work out for us a far mare exceed- 
ing and eternal Weg ht of Glory,2 Cor. 4. That Glory 
in compariſon of which they are not worthy fo much as 
to be named: Glory ſo exceeding, that if all the Tribu- 
lations incident to all Mankind were heaped upon one 
ſingle Perſon, 5 even fo the Recompence is inſinitely 
above what ſuch a Suffering could pretend ro'deſerve ; 
and Heaven would be cheap and wiſely. bought, even 
Eſteem thy ſelf then happy indeed, when thou canſt 
even enjoy thy Sorrows, and find a ſenſible Satisfaction 
Ni Suftering for Chriſt; For this is in a manner to attain 
Heaven upon Earth: A Happineſs, which no Man can 
ever arrive at, ſo long as Ad verſities bring Pain, and 
Dilcontent, and ſad Gppreſſions of Spirit; for the Soli- 
citude, and conſtant Labour to avoid Calamities will 
be {ure to produce perpetual Diſquier. 
Suffering and Dying are not only neceſſary Incum- 
brances upon us, bot the beſt and moſt authentick In- 
ſtances of our Virtue and Obedience. It is the Buſineſs 
and Perfection of a Chriſtian to do thus daily; and 
1 who in good earneſt apply themſelves to it will 
quickly find their Affections raiſed, their Strength in- 
_ creafed, their Comfort and inward Peace wonderfully 


advanced. St. Paul was rept up into the third Heaven, 
yet did not he boaſt ſo much of this as of his Afflictions, 
2 Cor. 12. And wherein the uncommon 4 . ot 

"di 


thiseſpecialFayourireconfilted, we leatn from the No 
of Chriſt mimſelf, when he ſays, 1 will ſhew him 
great things he muſt ſuffer for my Nam?'s ſake, g. 
* | | up- 


, 3 ; 


SY 


2 
* a 
3 
e 
yo 3 e's” = 
x . nm. 1 o 
n . 


F. "9" F 8 s F A ²˙·⸗Am FI OE 


) goVet 
Pain, ani 


** 


et ee 


Would ſcem no e FE” 6 eg a Fayour reſerved 


to hy upor us, that even They. who have 
not the Heart to Imitate, yet will not be able to for- 
bear Commending and Admiring, the Pattern we fer 


them. # 
Would we indeed weigh thwgs in à juſt Batlance, 
tis molt unreaſonable we ſhoul decke Suffering for 


Chriſt, when it is fo very vifible, that we are well con⸗ 


tent to undergo much ſorer Hardſhips for the World, 
than any he thinks fit to call us to. And ſhall Humour, 
or Paſſion, or temporal Intereſt be ſuffered to prevail 
upon us, more powerfully than Duty? Eſpecially, when 
that Duty promotesan infinitely better Intereſt; and the 


more we are mortified to our {elves and the World, the 


nobler Advances we make towards God and Life Eter- 
2: Theſe are refined Privileges, for which no Man 


is qualified, till he be firſt purified in the Furnace of Ad- 
veriity ; nor can the Spiritual and Divine Graces dwell 


in Soul, till the Droſs of Earth, and ſenſual Appetites, 
be firft wrought off. Aſſure your ſelt, that Suffering 
for, and in Obedience to Chriſt, is not only the moſt 
acceptable Thing to God, but really advantagious tor 
your ſelf, and that which — molt to the SouPs 


Health, 
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s: For there is ſa manifeſt a Congruity we 


„ 2 —_ — , wn _ : > 
os nk Rs 9 nee ener” 
* ** TY 8 4 a N 


--98 


Ot the Almitatien | Bock II. 
th, of. un thing that can ha in the Preſent 
"_ , And, * 27 the Ter! and Blood | ye 


under permit us to diſcern. and conſider Matters im- 
partially, this would be firſt in our Wiſhes, and 


red before all the outward Proſperity, or n Sarifs | 


_ factions, this Worid can give. For who would not be 


ambitious of — * ur Lord and his moſt eminent 


Saints? Who is ſo oh 28 not. co . that the thing 
in which they figna lized thei ir Merir, Was not arger 


ee of their 5 the Pleaſurcs”thiey 
jd, but the ber and e 6 454 ir A idions? 
And we may be yery c 8 that, if Chriſt had 
known any better Way to Heaven than Crofles and 
' Patience, he.would boch have choſen, it eit, and 
reſerved it 473 . eſt Sexva deareſt 
Friends. ] conftaot 
Directions declare, That 7 rs 55 Max will aun to him, 
he muſt deny hi melt, ae Take up. his his rule _andful- 
him, Luke 14. it is hut Fol laſt Labour to 
think of any other Method; For when is ere is done, this 
will be the Sum and Coy elt lion ot the Whole Matter 
chat, rh rr 9 15 it * mf RET into 7 
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Pigeſted into Conferences between CHRI 
A and the'SonFof: bis Diſcipfe. 
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Res is the Soul, which hears the Lord ſpeak. 
. ins, and feels the tranſporting Comforts of his gracious - 
Vords. Bleſſed are the Ears, which, with a greedy. 
Attention, drink in the ſoft and gentle Whiſpers of his 
Spirit; while they continue obſtinately deaf to the 
treacherous Inſinuations of this deluding World. And 
doubly bleſſed are . who hear the Sound of Truth, 
not only in the outward Adminiſtrations of the Word, 
but by the inward and familiar Communications and 
Motions of infuſed Grace. Bleſſed thoſe Eyes which are 
ſhut to all the Objects of the World, and conſtantly 
wakeful and open to the Affairs of the Soul, and turned 
inward upon our ſelves. Bleſſed are They; whoſe ſhar- 
per Sight enters deep, 1 into the ſecret ang 
n 8 q | 
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roo Ot the Imitation , Book III. 
fiblime Myferie Te I andpre- 
ared by frites Meditations,” and daily Exerciſe of 
Foly Pries. Bleſſed indeed une inpage 
3 frem ell--Worldiy® meumbrances anch gain 
LIT aria 5 pee Torerteuding *continnally 
od alone? mund nonndck ns n 
Sonder this, m af and dan ect Nadia] Deſires, 
which muſk be firff aandened, before thou canliſten 
with duę Kere and rention; to1rhgle thin 
which the Börg eg will fe Kt Ang; ew + 25 
fortable'Words ar 250 
Salvation, and cdi g 
ry. Come — hor f Ro 1 laden, 


a: thou lt 2 Sou, Marth . Set hy 
Akt. 1 7 2 5 A | „ 
Coloſſ. 31: 


- the things that ave my ven are ye fer 2 Cog "A. What 
are all things here below, but dangerous ande ty De- 
Jlations? And What cold it profit # Man tò gain, though 
It mary all the Creatures, it he be Fafeeha and" eaſt off 
by the Crearor? In Rim alone is Pleaſure, and Bliſtez and 
&!ory ; chefeſbre ler ge thoſe" cheatiug Shadows,” and 
. che enly fabftamttal Goody Bid a final Adieu to 
rhe Deceirs of the Wenlck, and Jaco all hy Love and 
*Ende2 yours pon Thy: Gol, fen in bis Set vice and Ac- 
ceptan cer Kral attain the Endr of ch Wifhtcs, 
"The Fru of hs. L2bours, lid een en 4 abe 
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*R ati upon the tender Herb,” and Hill gently, THe Dew 

51 the Gras, Deut. 32, The Hraehter Aae er Sught 
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*Eur ber of Ode pen 70 ns, len we che, Exöd. 20. 19. 

ex it got bet done unto The, my God. | Trather 
de to ä Humble Petition in the * 
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Samuel's Form, Speak, oo on thy Servant heareth - 
Let not Moſes, nor any of the Prophets be my Inſtructor, 
but do thou thy ſelf vouchſafe to teach me ths ch — 85 
For thou art the Source of all their Light and 
ledge. They could nor utter Truth without thy 2 2 
ration and heavenly Guidance; but Thou art Effential . 
Wiſdom and Truthy andcanſt, without their Miniſtry. 
communicate thyſelf effeually to my Soul. 4 
Their Words, alas! are Air and empty Sound, but 
Thine alone are dpirit and Life. Their 7 oo may 
be proper, their Arguments moving, but unlefs thou 
break Silence, my Soul will ſtill continue deaf and In- 
ſenſible. They deliver the n thou art the in- 
terpeter, and letteſt me into the true and hidden Senſe: 
of their abttruſe Oracles. Their Books are. ſcaled, and 
only Thy Hand can- open and explain them. From 
Them wi't receive the a t only from thee 
the Diipoſition to Obey, and the whole Power of per- 
forming it. They ſhew the Way, but thou imparteſt 
the Strength to walk in it ; All They can do, is ſtill re- 
mote and without us, Thou only entereſt into the Soul, 
and by a ſeeret Conveyance putiſt Truth in the in ward 
Parts. Paul mag plant and Apollo mater, 1 Cor. 2 
but except tha be pleaſed to give the Increaſe, the 
Word will ret un unto thee uoid, and accomplifh no part 
of the Eud, whereti thou ſenteſt it, Lai, 75 he voice 
oftheir Cry pictces our Ears; but the Knowing what 
they 32 the Imprethon' upon our Hearts, is * 
unar 3 | 
Therefore I cannot but im plore again thy Grace and 
Merey, — that Mo ay of og as peak to me, but 
and Eternal Trurh, 
17 2 Not . the Terrors of Sy i 
but by ao effeQual Communications of thy 
i be inſtructed and admoniſhed by the outward Mi- 
on only. 3 be not e == Aipded and Zea - 
wy affected to Obedience, the - Advantages of In- 
2 ion will but e my Condemnztioa. For 
$.is tho diſmal Canſequence of the Word preached not 
ba firing, wh when it 15 not mixed with Faith in them that 
ar it; Heb. 4. And mixed with Faith thou knoweſt 
er iteannot be, except ſeconded and eder the Voice 
et ofebySpiris, except thou 5 to loye ah * 


* a. os wo W 
S E 


3 
4 


108: Ot the: Imitation „ Book HI. 
know; and enable me e me ſaichfully could, the. Dang. ** 
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2 thy conn TR OMe, to my 
Affections, that thy Werds ma ay. bring Comfort and 
Peace ʒ Reformation and Holineſs to thy i Ser- 
vant, , undo to thy ſelf immortal. Honour and Praiſe. #90; 
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12 05 1 80 reſt to hear my Voice, Incline now thine 
Ears to m Words Words, which Well deſcrye; and, 
Will abundantly reward, thy moſt S ee 8 
For they ure wa and charming, ia the en- 
SEN Arts of Human/Elequence;:: Uſetul: wad abr 
5 beyond the maſk aboured Sylterrs.atuPhilok ; 
"Phe Wiſdom of this World not invent, on, © 
nor Un it comprehend: them. The mylterious I 
they declare are roo ſtrong for HumanSenle to behold, 
nor canſt thou enter imo their Secrets, N e by. 
chat Light from whencethey: flow. My, Pregepts are. 
Pure and ſpiritual, ſuch as a-iearnal.: and impure Heart 
can find nd Reliſh” ia. My: very Word, of welghts 
and ſpokenytiot to entertain the Curicug, and, ti 
ching Ears, but to ſubdue the Heart, and — 
Henk Dbeditnde;": = Hear. ſtan gh hehr as hegarne 
dhe, wirty ręſpectrul Silence, and-entixes $ubmilben. 
with profsund and awful Humility; wir an earneſt De- 
Are to be ravghy, anch ſincere ad vigorous: Relelutions 
err doin ys thou art {by ght. 5 
Diſci 2. J own" the 1 6 
2 with thy holy 
Bu an 5 2 5 
woo tat ook that 7 Wir 
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the. Eflects of it may be leſs viſible, For I; wha taught 


em then, contique teaching ſtill; N I direct | 
open _ All, But Al will A it. For there _ 


deaf. to all my Charms, | cheteforn , 
cauletheyopeheirBnns hatemy Inſtrufion, ani 
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And art thou notaſhamed, hazy, inſenſible, j- 
bling Wretch, that the Chi of this World ſhould 
Purſue Death and Ruin, wich 4 more vigorous Induftry 
and Zeal, than thou canſt find in thy Heart to beſtow 
upon Life and Happineſs? Shall Toys and Vanities win 
more Their Affections, than ſolid and true Good 
can upon Thine ? Nay, even thoſe Vanities whoſe very 
Enjoyment is l do often mock their Hopes, and 
are never enjoyed at all; Their Friends promiſe. and de- 
celye; They labour but cannot attaing But My Promiſes 
are without Repetmance ;'None taxeth Me with Breach 
of Faith, or can Complain, that his Dependance upon 
My Word hach at any time difappointed Him. For I 
require only Love and Perſeverance; And if theſe be 
not wanting, I anſwer to the full, nay, I far exceed, my 
n Wiſhes and longing Expectations. Vet 
ae and fickle Men can eaſily perſuade; and the God, 
ocennct Tye, calls and promiſes in vain. I am the 
ure Rewarder of all that diligemtiy ſcek me; and if 
ſuck meer wirh Sufferings and 15 temptations, theſe 
are not Marks of my Diſpleaſure, but Wiſely ordered, 
and kindly intended, to prove the Sincerity of my Ser- 
vants Zeal, and to illuſtrate their Virtue. 
Write then my Words in thy Heart; Grave them in 
cepand laſting Characters; Ponder them diligently, 
r thou ſhalt find them a ſeaſonable Relief and neceſſ 
Support in the Day of Tryal and Ad verſity. What Read - 
wg poly bath not taught thee, Affliction will interpret 
and make plain. For I do not always viſit my Choſen 
alike. Sometimes the Comforts of my Grate nd war nal 
at Others, the withdrawing thoſe Comforts, and bring 
ing their Patience and Conſtancy to he Touch, by out- 
ward Calamities, or in ward Auguiſh of Spirit. Thus 
Idaih tram them op in Goodn is, by chaſtiſing and 
making them hate their Sing, and cuivating and ꝭncou- 
ragihg their. Advancement in Virtue The one — — 
fation engages their Love of Me; the Other abates their 
ondnels for the World. Bur foſt and wretehed is that 
ſtupid Creature, upon whom theſe Methods make no 
Impreffion, For He that rejecteth Me, and rectiveth not 
*y Words, hath One that judges him inthe laft Day, 
ccc 27 156 ERP es 
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1 — * Is 
t to 0 reat, 10 
7 Poor finfol-Duſt and . 
Wortry leſs than the leaſt of all * * axerched/ 
leſs, much vilerand'moredeſpicable,thanbdarets think 
or amablets « e3 rettror conceive. Aud this very Vilew 


— ary aan who — 5 18, m — 
dau do; amp thing, without Thee. For Thou ond af 
Goddg' and e ee + and mar df Pow 
bonndlef 2 Morey. diffave, that than 1e ono ; 
22 rv thy*Goodneſs; and none bur.thoſegyi = 
. eee eee thy Grace; aredburourr, 


"irs kinthyInflvences: Be : Id. me then hungri 94 
and rhirfting af y Ri | Sand ler monot be. 
| up V Bowels, auchn mi — 


ain a 1 dy and Lene Ground. 
naw and do thy W. | 
with deere — aud indefatigahle able 
me ro perſevero in: my Obedience. For . my. 
Wiſdom; and my Riphwouſnck, - my Iafiptities are 
not hid from Thee. Thou knoweſt me Yo Hy, and 
underſtoodeſt all my Defęcts, not only beforeT was Tomy, 
but eyen long babes the as it felt was made. 
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Walk humbly with thy God, and Worſhip Him in Truth. 

Wh OY » I ? # 


ori Do indeed, my Son, know rhy-Eytilties, ana 


thy Dangers; but let not rheſediſcourage thy 
Endeavours. Seek and love che Truth, and wy 
Hearr be right with mey and all ſhall be well at laſt. 
For Truth and Sinceriry will be thy Protection, and de- 
tend thee from the Aſſaults of the Devil, and the At- 
tempts of wicked and deceitful Men. Thoſe vvho are 
thasſet free, ſhall be frce indeed, John 8. nor ſhall the 
Seducements or the Diſcouragements | of Enemies to 
_ Truth be able to enſnare or drrert them from their 
u * f | . $2 £4 ' * 
- Diſciple] True, Lord. And this Perſwaſion makes: 
me more earneſtlꝝ implore chy Aſſiſtance. That thou, 
who art Truth it ſelf vouldſt in much Mexey-condeſcend 
to inſtruct and direct me; to preſerve and protect me; 
to break the Snares of the Ungodly to pieces, to deliver 
my Soul, and eſtabliſh me unto the: End; To purge me 
om all corrupt and inordinate Affections, that my own 
_ Happy Experience ma convince mn · of what Lalready 
believe, and render thy Service perfect Freedom— 
brit.] My Children cannot be more zealouſly di- 
poſed to ask theſt Bleſſings; than I am ready and plea- 
d to grant them. Hear therefore the Truth, and how 
chou mayeſt recommend thay: ſelf to my Favour and Ac- 
ceptance. Reflect wich {a 
fences ; let the Remembrance of theſerendertheevile 
m thy own Eyes; and take heed, tliat no Confidenee'in 
thy beſt A ions well thee with va in Conceits of thy 
own Deſerts. For ſure it is, chou art a Sinner, laden 
with Guilt and many grievous Infirmities; prone in thy 
. own Nature to Vanity, eaſily ſeduced, quickly diverted 
from good Reſolutions, and overcome by very ſlight 
— In ſhort, No Excellence to thee, 
which can in any Degree juſtiſie thy Pride or Boaſting ; 
but Infinite Occaſions there are to exerciſe thy Humility 
and Lamentation, inſinitely more in truth than t hou 
canſt be duly ſenſible or. | 
Let not then the miſtaken Value: of any thing hon 
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1 Let not thy Affections be ſeduced to 


lou / vain and Wretghed Objects, or think any Advan- 
P deſerve tb; Praiſe or Admiration, thyLeveand 
al 


ns.z except ſuch only as are fix d and eternal. Let 
Truth be thy chief Delight, for this is uncharigeable; 
Lot) thy own/Unworthineſs. be the chief Object of thy 
Hatred and Contempt, for this is the vileſt, the 
thing, upon which thy Diſpleaſure can diſcharge ir elf. 
Fear and decline no Calamity comparably to Sin, Fer 
no Loſs, no:Worldly Diſappointment or Dilalter, ' can 
haveſo fatal Conſequences; as che Loſt of a good Con- 
eee - Yann auen oy tranſgxellng his rightcons 
Comma 0 
Some Men are more e cor Subritry of Know 
| ledge i in Religion, than for an humble and GincereObe- 
dience; »They.are acted by. a Spirit of Pride and Cu- 
rioſity, and affeti to penetrates the Myſteries of Faith ; 
and value chemſel (et much more tor being able learned- 
'ro_di{pure for Truth than ior toying it by their 
ives, and renũt ing that Kabwile 5 — eſtectuaſ to Salve- 
dien. Theſe So 4 y fall into? ous Snares © 
Tſet my againff their Arrogance, * ſüßfer em 
| ro perith chrou 1 2 nate Pg . own IT 
But de Thou employ thy Naind upon ack {ons of 
Inquiries; and account it greater Wildon!, to get per. 
fect knowledge of thy oπ¼πn Works, than tha AE 
might God. Hir Ways 3 ama paſt fe 
7ug Rom. 1. but thy own arc neccflary tabe 
examined. And the Cenſideration ef che e i thou he 
done and tha Good thou haſt left inndlore; w turn ro 
bettet account, than thy Scholzſtick- Speculations, con- 
cerning the Livin · Nature ant a Some Ts 
vheirReligiar: im Images, forme in good Books, fe iR 
an ward Show aud Fomp of Devotion, meaſufi 
the = 5 epresthey lay, the Sermons the y 
; they abitain from ;* Others honsdr 
n talk familiarby of nie, whole Heufts 
am as ater a ſtraug de, as rhelyallowihe me no 
ace in their Thougbes and Affections gat —— 
atfome again, without ſuch format Pretenecg, are 
Men of 17 ſpiritaal Wiſdom, aud inward Purity; their 
nd Lem ae in Heaven, * Fey 
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Ho of F 8 and A inſpires them with a true Chri- 


Js Thee, O.Fath KI Wi ich Bay, only. Þ i Fes 
t orter, 


And my 5 | imperfect 


13 Ot the Imitation 36 aer fl. 
Entertainments are no longer welcome to them; they 


570 grudge thoſe Hours, which the neceſfary Cares 


ring theſe Bodies cut off from the greater Con- 


for ſupp 
- cerns of their Souls. And theſe are the Men, that lend 


2 willing Ear, and bring a Temper truly teachable to 
the one * ay 11 In Them he reigns and 
anquiſhed the corrupt Incli- 


rayery. 0 fSoul. they deſpiſe the treacherous Va- 


nities of this World, and lay cut all their Love and La- 


bour upon the joys of thar better World, Which till 
God thinks fit to admit them into, they ſtrivets an 


225 * n their Minds N WE 1 die — 


* } * 
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288355 Laud magnifie thy rious Name, 0 
| 1 Fath Lg, Renz thy. Po of our Lord je- 
Gas. Chriſt, for allthe Goodneſs oy tender Compaltions, 

with which thou er been plealed to remember and 
. — my Miſery ato thy loving Kindneſs alone, 
O Father of Mercies and Bod of all Comfort, are owing 


allthe Supports, with which the Soul of thy unworthy 


Servant hath been at any time refreſhed. in the midſt of 
my Trouble. Ald. pgs to Thee RYE WES £8 


the Bleſſed Spirit the wh ender, H . 
and Thankſgiving, Gf evermore, Delcend We bet 
God, into that Soul, for which thou haſt ex 

great a Tenderneſs, and let chy Pr eſence Frans me 75 
Sladneſs. For . art my Health, my Joy and 
Glory, my Ho my BOMBER in che Day of Diels 

AI muſt confeſs 19 Orot. that, my, Love. is, We: 

4 BOO: a jag Ons be | 
without th. N nag f 155 er e ch 
thou fan 1 9 2 Fed it 1 
Comforts. © BOY. vilit me then; wit 
make me to improve under thy oly BH Jeli 
and purifie Jeart from allCorrupt AﬀeStions,. 
irregular Paſſions ; Heal my ſpiritual. Diſcaſ 1 225 
away that DroG and Filth, which obſtruds my 1 
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Book III. of JESUS CHRIST: . 129 


Delights of Divine Love, diſcompoſes my Patience, and 


ſhakes my Intentions of Perſeverance /1 llc nh, 

Fox Love is great and powerful, an excellent Virtue, 

and mighty Ad qe ng Well doing. It dightens the 
ma 


heavieſt burdens, 
the rugged Ways of Duty; Takes out the Bitterneſs ot 
Sufferings, E them a delightful Reliſh. This is 
the Principle, which fires us with a vigorous and active 
Zeal, inſpires brave and noble Attempts, and ſpurs us on 
with an impatient Deſire of ſtill higher Degrees of Per- 
fection. Eor love ever labours to be uppermoſt, and 
diſdains. to take up with low and vulgar Attainments. 
It hates Confinement, and would fain get loſe from all 
worldly Affections; that ſo its inward and ſpiritual Pro. 
ſpects may not be intercepted by any temporal Good or 


Difficulties caſie, and ſ{mooths 


Exil, which darken and block it up. In Love is the Per- 


fection of Pleaſure, and Strength; it is higher than Hea- 
ven, broader than the Sea; it fills the ſpacious Univerſe, . 
for it is born of God; The firſt and beſt of all his Crea · 
rures, and, as it came from Him, ſo it never reſts till it 
have got above all finite Beings, and center again in that 
a Infinite Good, from whence. it originally 
fprung. ont ii Se rofl WAY Oe Cat LO NTT 
, The Perſon acted by it flyes with cager Haſt, does eve- 
ry thing with Cheertulneſs and Pleaſure, and ſuffers nd 
impediments to ſtop him in his Courſe: He gives all 
things liberally, and yet poſſeſſes All, becauſe his Soul is 


united to that n ood, in and from whom is all 
Pertection, He 


ooks not ſo much at the Gift as the 
Giver, and be the Quality of that, what it will, it only 
ſerves to render him more grateful to its Author. Love 
knows no Bounds, no Meaſure; but thinks it can never 


do enough; and attempts things even above its Strength, 


Not conſidering ſo much hat it is able, as what it is 
deſirous and di pee to effect; The Vehemence of Ve- 
ſire takes off all Senſe of Difficulty, and thinks nothing 


ſo great, but that it may and ought to aim at it. And 


hence proceed thoſe mighty, and aſtoniſhing Atchieve- 
ments, which Love does daily bring to paſs, where the 
Fire continues ſtrong, and is not damped by Sloth and 
Faint heartedneſse. SP as 
Love is eternally awake, never tired with Labour, nor, 
oppreſſed with Allien, * diſcomaged by Fear *. | 
cnc 1 


— 
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like a clear and ſtrong Flame, is ever mounting N : 

and makes its way through all ſition. It cries 
cContinually in the Ears, ( for fervent Love is that Cry 
which pierces the Ears) of the moſt n 
Language of devout Souls inflamed: with it; is to 5 
Effect: Ny God, my Love, tou art ny All, and all 
mine; and I aw entirely Thine. Enlarge my Heart, and 
make me capable of yet more Love, that I may feel and 
feaſt upon the Sweetneſs ok the delight ful Affection, and 
even melt away and loſe my ſelf in the Extaſies and 
Charms of this longs Diſpoſition. Increaſe and blow 

up this divine Flame, t 

I may daily excel my ſelf. Teach me the Song of Love, 


at, not content to encel others, 


and receive me up on high, to Him in whom my Soul 


delighteth, and fill me with ſuch Raptures of Joy and 
Praiſe, that even Senſe and Life may be ſwallowed 
2 in Bliſs. Let me love Thee much more than ty 
-felr 


; nay, love my felt and all good Men, ro whom 
thou art dear, only in and for Thee; For ſo haſt thou 


cCommanded in that Law of Love, which is but ss it 


' 


were a Beam and Efflux of thy own Glorious and Divine 


Excellence. 


The love of God is nimble in its Mot ions, ſincere in its 
Intentions, ardent and zealous in Devotion, {weet to 
the Soul, brave in Attempting, patient in Induring, 


faithful in Executing, prudent in Action, {low in Reſent- 


ment, generous and manly, and ſeeks not to pleaſe the 
Perſon's ſelf, but the Perſon beloved. For, where a 


Man ſeeks his own Advantage only, there Iatereſt, not 


Love, is the Principle upon which he moves. Love is 


cCautious and circumſpect, upright. and humble, not 


ſoft and effeminate, nor fickle and fanciful; not fond 
of Vanities; but ſober and grave, chaſt and refined, 
conſtant and ſedate, ſevere and reſerved. This diſpaſes 


us to Submiſſion and Reſpect towards our Superious ; 


to a mean and modeſt Opinion of our ſelves; to Grati- 
tude and Devotion towards God; It inſpires Hope and 
holy Truſt, even in Times of Calamity, and Diſcomfort; 
And neceſſary it is that it ſhould do ſo, fince no Mon is 
ſo happy as to love withour Pa in, or always to live un- 
der the Light of God's Countenance, fo as that no 


Clouds ſhoild ever intercept the cheering Warmth of 


kis Favour, and create ſome dark Intervals, 
| That 


Book III. of JESUS CHRIST. ur 
That Mantherefore does not deſerve the Character of 
One that loves God, who is not diſpoſed and content to 
ſuſfer any Afflicttons, which the Divine Providence ſees 

fit to infl. ; ur thinks much to do Whatever his Will 
declares tic to he pertormed. In a Word, The hardeſt 
and mit unpalatable Proofs of our Virtue, beſt declare 
the Ferveacy and Sincerity of it; And, if Diſaſters or 
calamitous Accidents cool or draw off our Affections, this 

is an Ar gument, that a Man is not yet, what the Apoſtle 
requires we ſhould all be, Rooted and grounded in Love, 
Epheſ. 3. 17. ET EO Es FONT one: 


ue Tal of true Love. © | ; 
Chriſt JF Hare obſerved, my Son, thy Notions of Di- f 

1 vine Love: but Thou, alas / art not yet ar- 3 
rived to t hat reſolute Bravery and Prudence theie de · * 


ſeribed. 1 P 
Diſciple. ] Lord make me ſenſible wherein I fail, and 
teach me how to mend it. f 5: +68 


* 


Chri ſt.] A mall Tęmptation ſhocks thy Obedience.” 4 
Thou bog gleſt ar Difficulties, and falleſt from thy own : 4 
Stedtaſtneſs, if I feem to withdraw, my Favour. The 
Comtorts and Aſſiſtances of Grace are to be with'd with 
Zeal, but not with Impatience; Nor mayeſt tliou ſo ſet 
thy Heart upon them, as preſently to recoil, if ſuch Sup- 
plies do not at all times anſwer thy Expectation. I hide 
my Face to try thy Courage. For true Qhriſtian Magna - 
nimity is moſt emigeutly ſeen in Troubles and Diſtrefles; 
in turning the deaf Ear to all thoſe eraſty Inſinuations 
ofrhe Enemy hich take the Ad van ot melancholy 

and deep perplexity of Heart, to ruin and ſeduce un- | 
ſtable Souis by temptiug them to Deſpair. This Vir- - 5 
tue rejoyces in Proſperity, but does it with ſuch Tempeer. 
as not to be offended and fall away by reaſon of Ad- | 


Verity... 


— nN c 
8 7 „ 22 . 5 7. 2 


"4 He that loves prudently; keeps his Eyes upon the 
"A Giver 1 the Kindneſs and Diſpoſition of his 
5 Friend, and values the Gift by chat, not by its own BW 
of Quality andiintriakck Worth; He finds more real Sa- = 
tistact ion in my Affection, than in the moſt profuſe and = 
at delirable Benefits, which _ from it. Not that I would = 
2 | | 
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condemn all Doubts and fad Miſgivings, for thoſe are 
ineident to the beſt Men; And the Infirmities of Nature 
do not admit ſuch perfect Evenneſs of Mind, as is al- 
ways affected alike with the Love and Delights of Ho- 
- lineſs. Thoſe ſenſible Pleaſures that good Men ſome- 
rimes feel themſelves tranſported with, ate the Effect of 
Bounty and Favour, and great Indulpence ; not neceſſary 
and inſeparable Conſequences of Virtue. The ſweet 
Forctaſts of heavenly Joys, ſuch as you cannot depend 
upon, till brought to the Fruition of that Land of Pro- 
miſe; And therefore no juſt Concluſions can be dran 
from thence; to the prejudice of thoſe who Want them, 
becauſe in this Life they are given at Diſcretion, and 
frequently make way for a feverer and more ſeaſonable 
Diſcipline. And when that Diſcipline takes place, then 
ro per fiſt in doing Well, to ſtrive manfully againſt all 
the Reluctances of frail Fleſh and Blood, and hold out 
in deſpight of all the Importunities and diſcouraging. 
Suggeſtions of the Tempter, This is a' Proof of true 
Spiritual Bravery, and entitles ſuch valiant Combarants 
tò a noble Reward and exceeding bright Crown. 


Let Reaſon theretore, and well- grounded Faith, not 


Fancy and Imagination, govern thy Behaviour: And, 


after what manner ſoever thy Soul is affected, let rhy 
Purpoſes of Obedience be ſtill the ſame, . Perſe- 


t 
verance unbroken. Sometimes Perhaps thou art all 
Rapture and Joy, and theſe Extaſies are not what the 
prophane World ſuppoſes, mere Dreams and Deluſions, 


ſometimes again thou wilt relapſe into Weakneſs, an 


Wandrings. Theſe are not thy Choice, but thy Misfor- 


tune; Nor doſt thou create them to thy ſelf, bur ſuffer 
them with much Regret. Now what is not the Man's 
wn Act, ſhall never be imputed to him as a Fault; and 
what is thus by God's Permiſſion, or the Frai ity 
ure, if rightly managed, will tend to thy 
and rather improve, than endanger, thy Virtue. 

This indeed you muſt know and conſtantly remember, 
That the inveterate Enemy of Souls, is ever labouring 
by all means to cool your Zeal. He watches and greedi - 


ly takes hold of all Occafions to ſlacken your Devotion, 


to prevail with you to neglect, or abate of your Prayers 


and other holy Exerciſes; to divert your Thoughts of 
Chriſt and his Sufferings, and fix them upon Objects ot 
a 8 ; G 4 22 2 
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« Aer — 3 to or oe from that — Geary, 
When ought always to n your and to 
Ki Lane — — repeated Reſo- 
lutions, H& conveys many looſe and wicked Tues. 
into your Heart, uſes a thoufand Slights and Art 
to repreſent Religion à tireſom, tedions, and unneceſſary 
Thing. and to draw off your Attendance upon God in 
Prayers, in hearing his Word, in reading the holy _ 
tures, And happy he thinks himſelf, if by degrees h 
can draw you to a Diſuſe of theſe _— ; For nothing 
more provokes his Malice, and croſs his Deſigns, than 
to fee Men 1 their Knees, zealous in dif- 
covering and conteffing their Sins; devour andattentive 
Comers to Church; and conſtant Receivers'of the Lord's 
Supper. When therefore he would perſuade you to be 
cold and remiſs in any Matter ofthis Nature, be ſure to 
give no Credit to his talſe and wheedling Inſinuations, 
tor they are ſo many Snares laid ro captivate and deſtroy 
you. Turn ſmartly back upon him, with a Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan: Bluſh, if thou canft, unclean Spirit, 
* at thy own treacherous. Villany; I am well aware of 
© thy deadly Baits; and ſenfible, that Hell and Death 
are upon the Hook; thy. ily deceitsare loſt upon Me, 
* tor- I am reſolved already, and my ſeſus, Who van- 
qui ſhed thee upon the Cxoſs, will alſiſt my Weakneſs, 
and enable me to ofereome thy Temptations. Think 
not to. terrifie- me with Difficulties, for Death and 
** Sufferings are light C a in compariſon of 
©* Guilt and Sin; and theſe I infinitely- rather chooſe 
than once to comply with thy wicked Motions. Be 
gon then, and for ever hold thy Peace; for I will 
yp 508 my Ears; and am from this Minute inflexibly deaf 
to thy moſt troubleſom Sollicitations. Thou thinkeſt 
to run down a poor weak Mortal, but even that Mortal 
is a Match f or. thee, through Chriſt that _ ſtrengthens 
8 yo And ſtrengrhen me he will, for zþe Lord is my 
" Light and Salvation, . whom then ſhall I fear? The 
Lord is the Strength of my Life, ef whomthen ſhall I be 
** afraid, Pal. 27. Thouzh an Hoft were banded together 


* againſt me, yer will I not be diſmayed, for the Lord is © Þ 


„ Helper, and my God is t he Rock of my Confidence. 
Fight therefore the 1 N Fighr, and follow the Cap- 

tam of thy Salvation, ke 7 ſtokt Soidier, And, if at 

3 aT 
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any time thou loſe ground, through Humane Infirmi- 
ries, rally thy Forces again quickly, and enter upon a 
ſecond Engagement with redoubled Vigour; not doubt- 
ing ſeaſonable Recruits from Me. But, it at any time 
thou prove Victorious, let not this Succeſs exalt thee 
beyond meaſure. For Pride and Arrogance are of fatal 
. conſequence, they often end in dangerous Errors, and 
are juſtly puniſhed with almoſt incurable Blindneſs: 


Let the frequent Examples of vain Men, undone by their 


on Folly and my © juſt Indignation, be ſet before thy 

Eyes, as ſo many Sea-marks, to warn thee from ſteer- 

ing the ſame dangerous Courſe; And the greater Con- 
gueſts thou obtaineſt over theDevil and thy own Frailty, 
t 


e more humble and cautious let theſe Advantages 


make thee in thy Conduct; and the more juſt to God, 
in aſcribing the whole Succeſs and Glory to the power- 
al Aſliſtances of his Grace. | & 55 


in lee W | bes 
Brace muſt be received without  Oftentation.. . 


Shriſt.] M Son when thou feeleſt thy Soul warmed 

with Devotion and holy Zeal for my Ser- 
vice, it will be advifabletodecline all thoſe Methods of 
publiſhing it to the World, which vain Men are ſo in- 
duſtrious to take, and content thy {elf with its being 
known to God and thy own' Conſcience. Rather en- 
deavour to moderate and ſuppreſs thoſe pompous Ex- 
preſſions of it, in which Somè place the very Perfection 
of Zeal. Think meanly of thy own Virtues. ' Bqaſt 
not of that Grace, whereby thou art capable of differ ing 
from another. But let the remembrance of thy 'own 
Unworthineſs make thee fear the loſs of Gifts, which 
thou didſt not deſerve ever to have. But this is not 
only as undeſer ved, it is alſoaæ very ſhort and uncertain, 
Privilege; for the brighreft and warmeſt Zeal is apt to 
languilh and wax coſd; and unleſs Men could affure 
themſelves of ſuck a Degree of Grace, as would alter 
and fix theſe variable Natures of theirs, the Fervours 
of t een and Holy Deſires can never be conſtant and 
equal. 855 FP 
While therefore thou enjoyeſt theſe pleaſing pious 
Comforts, humble thy Soul with Reflections upon WY 


re SB 22822 —B SS 


Book III. of JESUS CHRIST. 75 


Impotence, and Miſery, thy Coldneſs and Peadneſs, 
when thou haſt them not. And confider withal, tliat 
the Improvement and Commendation ofa Chriſtian's 
Virtue, conſiſts, not uy in the thanktul Uſe of Grace, 
but in a. modeſt, humble and reſigned Temper, which 
can bear its being taken away without Murmuring or 
Deſpondency; ſtill exciting and encouraging it ſelß, 
ſt ill continuing the ſame Diligence in holy Duties; and 
never ſuffer Sloth, or Deſpair, or Diſcontent, to abate 
one Whit of a Man'sbeſt Endeavours, to do the utmoſt 
his Condition is capable of. „ 
T bis is an Excellence which very few come up. to, 
Idleneſs and Impatience are the uſual: Effects of Spir ĩ- 
tual Dilappointments; Which yet is moſt unreaſonable, 
if we think at all, in whoſe diſpoſal Theſe, as well as 
all other, Succeſſes are. For Man cannot command E- 
vents; God is fole Maſter of his own Favours. He 
gives to whom he pleaſes; Nor will he be limited, o- 
therwiſe than by his own Wiſdom, What, or how much, 
or in what time or manner, he. ſhall give. And even, 
when he is moſt liberal, Men may convert his beſt Gifts 
into Occaſions of their own Deſtruction. Thus ſome 
Men of a bold ungoverned Zeal aſpire at things beyond 
their Strength, and expreſs more Vehemence than Con- 
duct in their Actions. THE are perfectly carried aut 
of themſelves with Eagerneſs; forget 15 are ſtill poor 
Inlects upon Earth, and think of nothing leſs than build- 
ing their Neſt in Heaven. Now Theſe are often left ro 
themſelves, and taught, by ſad Experience, that the 
faint Flutterings of Man are weak and ineffectual, and 
that none ſoars ro Heaven, except I aſſiſt his Flight, and 
mount him upon my own Wings. 1 
It is therefore highly expedient, that Perſons of more 
Zeal than Experience, {hould not proceed upon their 
own falſe Meaſures of themſelves, bur refer their Pro- 
ceedings to the Guidance and better Judgment of ſome 
. Perſons, whom long Time and much Obſervation hath 
taught to temper thoſe vainConceits they are apt to en- 
terrain of their on Strength, and to proportion their 
Undertakings to their Circumſtances. But this is a 
Submiſſion which Humility muſt qualifie them for. For 
He who is wiſe in his own Eyes, ſeldom endures. to be 
directed by another. And this Conſideration makes a 
| very 
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very moderate Degree of Knowledge, attended with 2 


modeſt and governable Mind, much more fafe and 
| eligible, than the higheſt Artainments with Pride and 
elt- 


conceit. The mighty Tranſports and great Satiſ- 
faction Men frequently feel from their own Improve- 
ment in Goodneſs, are of dangerous conſequence, if they 
be ſuffered to deſtroy the Remembrance of a Man's for- 
mer Weakneſs and his Fears of Relapſing into Sin again. 
And, on the other Hand; theſe Fears may run into Ex- 
ceſs, if Difficulties tempt Men to Defpair and beget me- 
lancholy Diſtruſts of God's Ability and Readineſs to 
relieve and reſcue them, by the Succours of that Grace 
which knows how to ſcatter and defeat the ſtrongeſt 
Temptations.  _. CF 
The ſame Diſpoſition of Soul, which leads to Security 
in Times of Proſperity. and Peace, inclines to Fearfulneſs 
and Dejection of Mind in the Day of Adverlity and Con- 
flict. For would a Man but guard himſelf againſt vain 
Confidences, and proceed always with Caution and Pru- 


dence, when his Graces and his Hopes are at the higheſt; 


This would preferve him from thoſe Dangers, Which 
unwary Heat and too Sanguine Hopes are apt to involve 
him in. And therefore, when you form to your ſelf 
the faireſt and moſt promiſing Expectations; it will be 
ſeaſonable to conſider, what may become of you, if God 
ſhould hide his Face, and abate or wholly withdraw 
thoſe cheering Comtorts, which now {6 much exalt you. 
And fo again, when theſe are interrupted, ſupport your 


Spirits in thoſe dark Intervals, with the Hope, that Da 


8 upon you again, and that this Night of At- 
fliction is prolonged, to make you more advued, and 
get the greater Honour. RL: 
For ſuch Tryals as theſe are more for the Advantage 
of my faithful Servants, than a conſtant Succeſſion of 
Proſperity and Conſolatioa could poſſibly be. They 
muſt needs be ſo; fince Virtue does not confilt in Abun- 
dance of Illumination and Knowledge; but in Lowlineſs 
of Mind, in Meeknefs and Charity, in a Mind -. entire! 
reſigned to God, and ſincerely diſpoſed to ſerve and pleaſe 
him; ina juſt Senſe of a Man's own Vilenefs, And not 
only thinking very meanly of One's ſelf, but being well 
content to be {0 thought of by Others. 1 
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„ nA. IX. SEW | 
Of Acknowledging our Unwort hineſs before God. 


Diſciple.] NEhold, now I take upon me to ſpeak unto my 
| 1 IB Lord, who am but Duft and 72 Gen. 18. 
vile and finful Duſt and Aſhes; For, ſhould Lentertain: 
any better Opinion ot My ſelf, I make myGod my Enemy, 
and ſtand convicted by the undeniable Teſtimony, and 
juſt Reproaches, of my own- guilty Conſcience. Bur 
if I humble my Soul, caſt off all vain Imaginations of 
Merit, and think my ſelf that wretched thing I really 
am, thy Grace exalts me, thy Light cheers and ſupports 
me, and all that groundleſs Arrogance, to which my 
corrupt Heart is naturally diſpoſed, vanifhes into no- 
thing. O! give me then a right Underſtanding of my 
ſelf; Help me truly to diſcern; what I am now, what 
F was Aigen, and whence I come. That Iam no- 
thing, and proceeded our of nothing, and if deſtitute of 
thy. Grace, have nothing left but what I had much ber- 
ter be without, even Sin and Infirmity. And yet as vile, 
as ſinful, as dejgcted, as I am of my ſelf, as ſoon as thy 
bright Beams of Favour are caſt upon me, my Weak- 
neſs is made ſtrong, and my Heavineſs turned into Joy: 
I cannot obſerve the ſudden wondrous Change without 
Aſtoniſhment, and am not able to account for the happy 
Exaltation of my Nature, which, though by its own. 
weight inclined” to ſink peroneal „and, by 2 fatal 
tendency to Sin and Hell, preſs'd down with a load of; 
Fleſh and Frailty, is yet, by the mighty Operations of 
Grace, enabled to aſpire to ſpiritual and refined Objects, 
and take noble Flights ro Thee and Heaven. | © 
This I am duly ſenſible is the ſtrange Effect of thy free 
Grace alone Np, my Deſires, inſpiring noble. 
Thoughts affi ing my Weakneſſes, ſupplying my Wants, 
reſcuing me from Dangers innumerable ;. —— with- 
out theſe powerful Succours, muſt unavoidably deſtroy 
and ſwallow. me up. For an inordinate Love of my ſelf 
was formerly my ruin, but a ſincere Love of Thee, and 
entire Dependence upon thy Goodneſs, recovers and re. 
ſtores me; And, the more I love and truſt in Thee, the 
leſs reaſon I find to value and have any confidence in any 
thing of my own. For Thou, O deareſt Redeemer, art 


3 * 


* — 5 r 17 
7 et —— n 3 * 
y N * O FR XS . 


Fwy * * 3 1 
3 i — a 4 : p ; 
* > os 223 „ — 2 : 
a a - „ W nn 1 - Wy 
* F N. 


. Dr Sa 
_—— 
l 
: * 
k * 
4 4 
* : 
234 Bs 
» = 
#9 =_ = 
$A. 2 7 
24 4 
731 
1 
'”_ 4 
17 3 
1 1 
2. : 
14 

1 N 
1 -4 F 

4 i} „ 

. 9 
I i 4 
ue : 
l 3-8 
_ 
Y 
1 
© x27 

— * 
5 $7 1 
N 1 

| F ö 
* "MF, 
r 
7 ; * 
$* +T 

Po + 
— 5 7 be 

\ * 

1 * 
1 
25 4 

8 2 

PE 5 

$7 bo 

07 T 
. 
a . 

1 
i 4 1 
14 74 
1 

1 

Var 
> © 
326 12 
** 2 
6 8 
ag 
„ . 

£4 . 

8 = 

1 

N * 

13 N 

989 
y 4 

$, 

3 
13 * 
1 

\ . 

1 

5 

? 24 . 

* * 
2 * 
for [ 
1 
1 ; 
a 
T4 
3 7 
« + 
4 
#* 
1 


3 


=— * 
*» -. a+ 


8 - 
2 ax +48 bx A 
2 1, 44 
N * 
Aw tes 
C O_ 0 
ä >| 


4 * 
— * 22 


— 


its Pt the Juntation Book III. 
bountiful and kind, far beyond my Deſerts: My De- 
ſerts! Alas, They ate none at all, or worſe than none: 
But Thou exceedeſt even my largeſt Deſires, and giveſt 
more, infinitely more, than I either dare preſume to asl, 
or am able to expreſs. n 
Eternal Thanks and Praiſe be therefore rendred to 
my God, for that unſpeakable Goodneſs, Which does 
not diſdam to beſtowꝭ the precious Gifts of his Grace 
and Spirit, upon a Wretch unworthy the leaſt of all his 
Mercies. Vea, Bleſſed and Adored be that Liberality 
and Long ſuffering, which, in deſpight of all our Pro- 
vocations, continues to engage thofe b Kindneſs, who, 
by their former Ingratitude and Abule of it, had juſtly 
forfeired all future Favours; And, by many excellent 
Arts and holy Importunities, invites and draws Men to 
himſelf and their own Happineſs, who have an Averſion 
to both. Even fo, ſweet. Jeſus, extend thy Compaſſion, 
and continue thy Care of Us, who are too prone to neg- 
lect Thee, and ruin our ſelves. Oh! bring us to th 
{elf by thankful, humble, pious Diſpoſitions; for We 
our ſelves are Nothing, and Thou our Holineſs and 
Health, our only Strength and Salvation. 
Of doing all ti the Glory of GOD; -- 


Chrift.] T He fure and only Way to Happineſs, is, to 
O if IT make Me, My Son. es chief and ultimate 
End of all thy Actions and Defires, By This oy Sin- 
cerity will beſt be proved; by This thy Mind refined 
aad purified, from all thoſe fordid Intereſts and Partial 5 
Reſpects, which are apt to debauch Humane Nature, 
too much of it felf addicted ro private Gain and Selfiſh- 
neſs, and rhoſe falſe Proſpects of Happineſs, which the 
Love of this World 2 propoſes. For, as ſoon as 
any Man deſcends to theſe, and ſeeks 74 in all he 
does, he finds his own Inabiliry to compats his Intentions, 
d grows barren and unprofitable, Keep Me then con-. 
ntly in view, and aim at nothing but the Advance- 
ment of my Honour: Which is indeed but reaſonable 
and l juſt, fince I am the Firſt and Perfect Good; the 
Source from whence all things flow, ang therefore all : 
of Right return to, and ſhould center at laſt in Me * 
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1 ask but of my own, the Tribute and Acknowledg- 
ment of the Succeſſes given by my Providence, of the 


Actions per formed by virtue of my Concurrence, of rhe 


very Faculties and Powers originally inſpired by my 

The High and Honourable, as well as Mean and Low, 
the Rich and Poor, all drink of this common Fountain, 
and the moſt Powerful of the Sons of Men can do no- 
thing, till furniſhed with Ability trom hence. This 
Spring is inexhauſtible, and They who receive moſt, 
and are gratetul in their Returns, I water with more 
liberal Meaſurcs of Grace. Them that honour me, 1 


never fail to honour, and bleſs in a viſible and eminent 


manner; But, if Men glory in any thing but the Lord, 
] blaſt their Devices, diſappoint their Hopes, make 
them aſhamed of their vain Boaſtings. For ſo have 1 
ordered Matters by Providence, that no true laſt ing Sa- 
tisfaction ſhall ever fill that Heart, which ſets irs Af- 
tections upon private and paltry Advantages. © Croſſes 
from without, and Perplexity from within, are the cer- 
tain Conſequence of Worldly Deſires, and ſeltiſh Prin- 


ciples. 3 | | 
Tf therefore thou haſt received or done any good thing, 
take care of miſplacing the Honour and Thanks due 
for it, upon thy El, or any other Pei ſon. For This is 
robbing God of his Due, from whom Men receive 
whatever they have, or are; and ſtand in Duty ank 
Equity bound, to pay him their . 
Since therefore the Whole is my Gitt, when I demand 
the Whole Thanks and Praiſe, demand but the Product 
of my own; and this is What, as I injure no Man in re- 
quiring, fo I refolre never to d-part from. 5 
This is the true Principle of Juftice. Neceſſary ro be 
conſidered, and throughly ſubmitted to, becauſe ir 
checks and utterly confounds that other moſt pernicious 
Principle of Pride and Vain: glory, to which Mankind 
are ſo exceeding prone. Nor is it leſs conducive to their 
Happineſs, than their Duty; tor, where this generous 
Love and Regard of Me takes place, it does nor only en. 
gage my Favour, but ſecures the Man from Envy, and 
Ditconrent, Partiality, and every other Paſſion, that uſes 
to rorment Httle and worldly- minded People. For this 
teſpectful Deference, and fer veut Love ot God N 


* 
* * a 
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the Soil, and fills it wirh great and truly noble Thoughts. 
And therefore this is a certain Mark of true and heavenly 
Wiſdom to make me its only Joy, and Hope; For, how 
Tan He be wife, who does not ſee, that God is the Per- 
fection and Original of all Good, and that the necefſa- 
7 8 of his being ſo, is, chat He is to be 
raiſed, Honoured, Admired ; in, and for, and abave 
all. Since all the Good which Men pretend to eſteem, 
is by Communication from him; an Emanation from his 


fulneſs, an Effect of that Sole, chat Univerſal Cauſe, 


, BG on wo 
God's Service is perfect Freedom, . 


Diſciple. ] Will again take the confidence to ſpeak un · 
tcdo the Lord; nor ought I indeed to hold 
my Peace, but addreſs my ſelf to Thee, my Lord, and 
God, wy heavenly 10S, that ſitteſt on thy Throne far 
above tlie Skies, and thus will I proclaim thy Mercies 
and my own Happineſs. How pure, O Lord, how 
{ſweet, how exquilite are the Pleaſures thou reſerveſt for 
them that fear thee, that delight themſelves in thy Love, 
that are entirely devoted to thy Service? No Tongue 

+ can worthily expreſs the wondrous FF, 

and raviſhing Exſtaſies, which fill theſe pious Souls, 
enflamed withthe Love, and employed in the Contem- 
plation, of Thee, For This is a Subject, boundſeſs as thy 
Goodneſs; That Goedneſs which exerted ir ſelfin com- 
manding me out of Nothing, and, when that Being 
which thou gaveſt was rendred liable to Eternal Miſery, 
a freſh, and yet more valuable Inſtance of thy Mercy, 
was that of beſtow ing upon me a new and better Lite, 
when I was worſe than nothing. For thou hadſt Com- 
paſſion on my Weakneſs, and my Wandrings. Thou 
ſoughteſt, and with tender Care broughteſt back thy 
loft Sheep, taughteſt me the right Way, helpedit me 
to walk in it, and didſt inſtruct and guide me in thy 

Love. 5 . . 

O Thou overflowing Spring of endleſs Love, how 
ſhall I worthily magnihe thee, how can! forget thee; 
Thee, who in my loweſt Ebb of Miſery, didſt condeſcend 
ſo graciouſly, ſo effectually to remember Me? Whole 

| Kindneſs reſcued me from Death, and far exceeded — 
| m 
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my Hopes; reſtored me to thatFavour, which n Sins 
had forfeited, and fſhewed itſelf a Friendto that Wretch, 
who was become thine, and kis own, -Enemy. - bat 
ſhall 1 render to the Lord for all the Benefits h \ath dine 


unte me? Plal. 116. If I reſolve to ſerve thee, fe ho- 


Dor a Tribute is that, to Him whom all created Nature 
i bound to (ſerve? This is ſo far from a ſufficientReturn, 
that I ought rather to admire thy Mercy, and eſteem it 
an Honour to my ſelf, when thou vouchſafeſt to accept 
the Service of ſo poor, ſo worthleſs a Creature, and doſt 
not difdain to reckon me among thoſe, whom thou ſuf. 
tereſt to do thee Homage. | ee tw 

For even in this 1 Pay thee but thy own, ſince I and 
all I have are thine. But why do I ſpeak of Serving thee, 
when by a moſt aſtoniſhing Condeſcenſion, even Thon. 
the mighty God, art pleaſed to ſerve me? For this isthe 
Effect of that excellently good Providence, which hat!: 
contrived and ordered Heaven and Earth, and all the 
Creatures, in ſuch a manner, that they ſhould be uſetul 
and beneficial to Mankind; Which hath appointed ble. 
{cd Spirits above, for Guards and Minifters to the Heirs 
of Salvation; And, which is moſt ſurpriſing, when Thou 
thy elf, for my ſake, haſt taken upon thee the For n of. 
2 Servant, and wert made a frail, and afflicted Man. 
When thou didſt give thy Lite for undone Sinners, aad 
{til} doſt give thy ſelf in Grace, and haſt engaged to 
give thy {elf, even the full and eternal Fruition of thy 
glorious God-head, to every fincere Believer. 

O! thar it were in my Power to make a ſuirable Re- 
turn, for Love which paſſes, not my Thanks oaly, but 
even my Knowledge! O] that my Ways were made 4c 
direct that my whole Lite might be one continued Act 
of Gratitude and Obedience! Nay, ſuch is m b y. 
that I mult be content to wiſh, that any one Day of that 
Lite might be employed as it ought in thy Service.  _ 
know, O Lord, that Thou art worthy to receive all 
Duty, and Honour and Praiſe for ever. I am ſeritible, 
that Thou art my rightful Lord, and I thy poor Servant. 
That the utmoſt I can do is thy juſt Due, and that Log 
o take unſpeakable Delight in Thanking ard Obey ing 
Thee, That nothing * this ſhould give me aux 
Satisfaction, and that, when I have laidmy ſelt out entirety 
upon it, I ſtill have done n is the real Per- 
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ſWaſion, this is the earneſt Defire of my Soul, and where 
my Power falls ſhort of my Inclination, there do Thou, 
T beſgech- thee, - ſtrengrhen and ſupply what is want- 
ing by#hy Grace; that my Deeds and Deportment may 
bear Teſtimony and Proportion to my pious Diſpoſi- 
cok 5209726300550 ron tage ts Soy oand 11 70 
Tuo be the meaneſt of thy Servants is the higheſt Ad- 
vancement; to deſpiſe and forſake all for Thee, is true 
Riches and Honour. They who thus enter themſelves 
into thy Family, and cheertully undertake this Task, 
{hall have a ee Reward; and will feel the Pleiſures 
of this World, infinitely paid, infinitely outdone, by the 
better and larger Amends of Grace and Divine Com- 
forts in exchange. They who thus bend themſelves to 
thee, that abandon Worldly Cares, and attend to the 
One thing neceſſary, attain to true and generous Free- 


dom of Soul; And the ſtrait Way of thy Command- 


ments, is the only 1 — Law of Liberty. Oh happy 

A Confinement! which ſets Men at large from the Slavery 
of Sin, from worldly Cares and Incumbrances, from the 
inſupportable Tyranny of unruly Appetites and domi- 
neering Paſſions O bleſſed Dependence ! which makes 
us of the moſt high God's Retinue, raiſes us up to a Le- 
vel with the Angels, renders us Dear to the Almighty, 
2 Terror to evil Spirits, Conquerors over our greateſt and 
fierceit Enemy, and recommends us to the Love, the 


. Praiſe; the Imitation of all good Men. Who would not 


greedily embrace ſuch a Service, Where the very Work 
15 pleaſant, the Encouragements paid down in hand no- 
dle and great, and the Wages promiſed in Recompence 
tor our Labours, Happineſs exquiſite, unſpeakable, and 
% d ĩ reg ES. 7, 


11 1 - G * XI. 1 4, 

Hz: its Of Regnlating aur Deſire. 

Chriſt.] V Eteſtill, my Son; there are many things, in 
1 which thou art not ſufficiently Iaſtruded. 


CY 


D *ſcip e.] Lord, be thou pleaſed 10 lerme know, and 


enable me to receive, and do, them. 7 
Chriſt.] hy Deſires muttbe reduced into Subjection, 

and my Wiil teke place in every thing; Ner muſt thy 

own private Intexett hut he Zeal and Regaid ter my Ho- 
8 | 15 8 our, 
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nour, and the Obedience due to my Commands. be the 

overning Principle of al thy Act ons. You feel De- 
— like inward Springs, put you into mot ion, and 
very eager ſometimes you are of doing What you are F 
verily perſwaded is good. But even, when the thing =— 
it ſelt is commendable, the Intention and Motive Men © "= 


go upon, ought to be nicely conſidered. For it makes If 
a mighty Difference, whether I, or Themſelves; be prin- = 
cipally in their Thoughts. Now this diſcovery is not hard 4 | 


to make. For, If, my Honour be their great Concern; 
howſoever my Providence diſpoſes their Affairs, they 
will conclude what I do beſt, and will be contented with 
it; But if under this Diſguiſe of Holineſs, there be a 
lurking Corruption of private and by Reſpects, if Gain, 
makes Men frugal, or Ambition virtuous; or the Praiſe 
ol the World, charitable ; or the Conſiderat ion et their 
own Health, temperate; theſe are Principles, upon 
which no dependance can ſafely be had. Their Con- 
duct will be unequal, and vary as Events do; and e- 
very Diſappointment of their Expettations will produce 
Trouble and Imparience. e 
Do not therefore be too confident of every fort of In- 
clination to do well, but firſt adviſe with Me, and rake . 
care to build upon a good Foundation: For Men, who Co 
act upon indirect Ends, very often repent, - when it is = 
too late; And That Which at firſt they propoſed great 
Satis faction and Advantage from, proves at long run 
their Torment and Loſs. Nay, I muſt give you this 
farther Caution yet, That even good Inclinations are 
not to be taken at firſt fight, nor raſhly purſued with - 
out a diligent and prudent Obfervarion. For it may be 
convenient ſometimes, to put ſome Reſtraints upon the 
very beſt Intentions. They who neglect this and give 
free ſcope to their Zeal by too great Eagerneſs often e- 
ceed the Bounds of Moderation and Decency; ſometimes 
ive Offence to their Brethren by their extravagant 
in cat, and impetuous Sallies; and ſometimes, upon any. 
7 Reiftance or Difficulty, which obſtructs thoſe precipitate 
nd Fervours, loſe all their inward Pexce, deſiſt from their 
i; good Defigns, and fall from the Height of Rapture, to 
mn, the Extremities of Melancholy and Deſpair. So that to 
hy make thy Zeal in Well. doing, in all Points What it 
io- ought to be, it is by 10e ufficient that it be honeit 
75 5 | 4 TY * 
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and well. diſpoſed, unleſs it be alſo fober, and regulars | 


and diſcreet. vp | SS | 
Again, There are ſome Occaſions and Circumſtances, 
uh ch rendec a fort of holy Violence neceſſary, and o- 
blige Men to act quite contrary to their Inclination. T6 
bear no manner of Regard to Fleſh and Senſe, or what 
W ill be moſt agreeable, any farther, than may ſerye to 
Fet the Mind in array againſt them, and reſolutely engage 
in a formal. War, for the reducing, or keeping them 
in Obedience, to the ſuperiour Faculties of the Soul. 
For, by thus frequently controling, and counter- work- 
ing all that Humane Nature hath a tendency to, the 
ont ward Man is by degrees qualified for Duty; and ac- 
quires a great Readinels of doing, or ſuffermg, what- 
ever ſhaſſ be impoſed upon it. And in theſe Exerciſes 
the Er Foundations are laid of Contentedneſs with a 
Little, of Satisfaction in a private and neglected Stare, 
a mean and narrow Fortune; and of Patience under 
any Croſſes or Calamities, without thoſe murmuring 
Thoughts, which are apt to beget hard and irreve- 
rent Reflections, and too often, break out in wicked 
Complaints, and ſawcy Expoſtulations, againſt the Ju- 


ſtiee, and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, of God, and Provi- 


eee. Cn av. XIII. e 
I )be Neceſſity and Reaſonablenaſs of Patience. 


Diſciple.] V all the Collections I am able to make from 
my dear Lord's inſtructions, and the little 
Experience Thave of the World, Patience ſeems to me a 
moſt neceſſary Virtue; For the Condition of Man in this 
Lite is ſo expoſed to Calamities and Sorrows, that, in de- 
ſpight af all his Endeavours after Peace, Troubles await 
him every where, and his State is that of Warfare and 
continual Suffering. PP WL = | 
- . Chriff.] It is ſo, my Son; Nor is it fit, it ſhould be 
otherwiſe. For thaſe Men have a wrong Notion of 
Peace, who make it to oonſiſt in freedom from Saffer- 
ing; and, either having no Troubles, or being inſenſi- 
ble of any. This is a State, neither attainable by a Man 
nor convenient for a Chriſtian, The Peace, I would 


| hare thee aſpire after, is ſuch as conſiſts very well with 
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Afflictions: And this is gained, hen a Man hath. brought 


himſelf to that equal Compoſure, and feſigned Temper 
of Soul, as firmly to perſiſt in his Duty, and to reſt ſatiſ· 
fed in the Diſpenlations of God, when he thinks fit to 
try his Virtue, by very great and grievous Adyerſitie: 
175 This appear a hard Saying, think how much harder 
will be to endure the Torments of Hell, and the impla 
cable Vengeance of an angry God. Nature, as we 2 
Religion, reaches Men, of Two Evils to chooſe the leſo, 
And This is done, when they ſer themſelves ſubmiſſive- 
ly to undergo Tribulation here, for the {ke of God 


and a good Conſcience, that they may, by ſuch” pa- 


tient Suffering, deliver themſelves from the dire Et 
fects of his Wrath, and never-ceaſing Puni.hments here- 


Naw Tribulation is a Portion diſtributed in common 
to all the Sons of Men; diſtributed in large Meaſures, 
eren to thoſe Children of this Generation, Which thou 


perhaps vainly imagineſt to be moſt exempted from ix. 


For eventhe gayeſt and moſt N de them all, are 
not without their many and fore Evi 


Inclinations Without controul, and ſo their Miſery makes 
a leſs ſeuſible Impreſſion oo their Spirits; bur Miſe. 
ries they have. Or, put the very beſt of their Cale. 
and {uppoſe their Joys to be without any Interruption,” 


their Wiſhes Without any Diſappointment; Yer, even 


thus, how Jong would their happineſs laſt? Alas! they 
vaniſh like a Dream, and all their Proſperity loon ſcat- 
ters like Smoak; Nay, not only their Enjoy ments them- 
lelves, but the very Remembrances of them, r 
a Momenr. Their Life is but a Vapour; and Death 
will be ſure to ſwallow up Them and their Gayeties, in 
ipeedy and perpetual Oblwion. ee 

But this is putting the Caſe more favourably than ic 
ever happens in reality. For, even in this Lite, their 
Plenty and Pleaſures are checquered with Misfortunes;; 
and all their Sweets allayed with a bitter Mistue ot 
Cares and Fears, and inward Perplexities of Hearre 


The very Objects, that miniſter Plealure, bi ing Pam 


along with them too. And this is one great Arguments 
how wiſe a Providence the World is governed by. that 
:ne very inordinseꝝ of thoſe Affections, Which pal tdie 


vils. „Tis true in- 
deed, They take a great deal of Pleaſure, indulge their 


n 


—— — — * 
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the Pleaſures of Senſe fo eagerly, ſhould prove a Tor- 
ment to the guilry Mind, and embaſe thoſe very Plea- 
wures they indulge. Theſe very pleaſures too are ſhort 
and fleeting, treacherous and deceitful, irregular and ex- 
orbitant, a ſhame and blemiſh to Humane Nature; And 
it Men be not ſenſible of this, That Ignotartce proceeds 
from their on Inadvertency. Their Reaſon is intoxica- 
red with preſent Delights, and their Minds blinded by 
vicious Habits, by which they degenerate into Brutes, 


nM | 
i idly abandon theroſclves tothe tranſitory Pleaſures a 
ll of Sin and Luft, at the Expence of everlaſting Pains 1 1 
"i and conſult the preſent Gratification of a vile mort a 
I | Body, with the Ruin of a precious and immortal Soul. : 
_ Go not thoucherefore after their Exceſſes, nor place 2 
19 1 thy Happineſs in ferving, but rather m commanding, p 
. fabduing, denying, mortifying, thy own Inelinat ions. F 
| Deli g he thou in the Lord, and he ſhall grant thee thy 5 
1.0 Heart's aeſire, Pal. 37. For this Delight will teach thee, a 
10 that the Happineſs of Man conſiſts in in ward and ſpiri- u 
1 rat Satisfactions, in the Contempt of this World and its t 
| ebe Gayeties. And, the leſs Theſe are eſteemed and at- in 
ed, the greater and more raviſningly ſweet ſhall thoſe o1 
generous and noble Pleaſures prove, which reſult from at 

the Experience of God's Favour, and the ſubſtantial al 

Comtorts of a good Conſcience, | ; 9⁰ 

But ſtill theſe Comtorts are not to be had, without 

much Labour, many Conflicts, and ſharp 1 on 

For the corrupt Inelinations of Fieſh and Blood, and the WI 

confirmed Habits of Vice, create great Difficulties; and In 

ask time and Pains to conquer. And conquered they of. 

may be, by introducing the contrary Habits of Virtue. W. 

The Fleſh indeed will recoil, and think it ſelf ill uſed; Sul 

=. but Reaſon and Religion will filence thoſe Grumblings, anc 
= and ieſolute Perſeverance in good Works vanquiſh all thy An 

—_— Reluctancies. The ſubtle did Serpent will ſeduce and tol 
importune thee, but none and good Thoughts drive Les 

the evil Spirit away; and Faſting and holy Exerciſe, or thai 


gcnftant lawful Buſireſs will Keep him out. For he ne- 
ver enters ſo calily; ſo ſucceſstully, as when Idleneſs ſets 

open the Dovr, and anempty Heart makes room tor his 
een 16) op oy Rue: 
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e ee id NS or: 2its robe 
Obedience to Superiours ; enforced by Chriſt's Example. 
4 F * 164 * be? , 1 


Chriſt, ] K Now, my Son, that the Man who. refales 
A Obedience, rejects the Grace, and excludes 
himſelf from the Favour, of God; And, by ſecking his 
own private Advantage inordinately, breaks the Order 

and obſtrut᷑ts rhe Good of the Publick, - Ditreſpect and 
Contumacy to Superiours is an infallible Markof rebel. 
lious Appetites, and Paſſions not reduced to the Gover- 
nance of Reaſon and Religion. Submiſſion theretont 
is of great uſe, for ſubduing the Fleſh and its Luſts ani 


- a 4 


2 good Preſervative againſt Temptations. For the fo- 


reign Enemy will be more ſuccesfull oppoſed, when 
thy domeſtick one is firſt vanquiſhed, and All quiet wal» 
in. And Man himſelf is his own worſt Enemy. Nor 
are his Circumſtances ever more full of Danger, than 
when the ſenſitive raiſes Inſurrections, and Would de- 


throne the rational Soul. And, in order to this bring- 


ing the inferiour Faculties to Reaſon, an humble Opint- 
on ef your ſelf is neceſſary: For Partiality and Pride are 
at the bottom of all the Biſorders in thy own Breaſt, and 
all the Diſturbance given by unruly Men to Society, and 
good Government, of all kinds. inn 
And what ſuch mighty Merit is there in this Submiſſi 
on? What Diſparagement can it be thought to Thee, 
who art Duſt and Vileneſs, when thou remembreſt, That 
I my ſelt, the Almighty Majeſty of Heaven, and Lord 
of all rhe Univerſe; 1, who created Thee, and ithe Whole 
World, out of Nothing, did yet condeſcend to a State ot 
Subjection, and appeared inthe vety loweſt, moſt feryile, 
and deſpicable Form, ſor thy ſake, Who art nothing ? 
And why, but that ſo thy Pride might have no Pretence 
to ſupport ir; after ſo emiuent a Pattera of Humilty ? 
Learn then, thou Wretch, to humble thy ſeif, and, lke 


that Earth of which thou art, be even content o be 


trampled upon, and trodea under Foot; Lay tay * 
like the Streets, to the Feet of inſulting Men who: Walk 
over thee, and never reſt, till thou haſt broken thy own 
Perverſeneſs, and art in a conſtant Readineſs to e 
with every j iſt Command of All who bave Authority 


Till 


ore rthee. 
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Till this be done, purſue thy Paſſions with remorſeleſs 
Indignation ; 2nd ſpare them not, till the very laſt Re- 
mains of Pride be abſolutely ſuppreſſed and killed in thy 


Heart. And, if thou ſometimes find ill Uſage and ty- 
rannical Barbarity, yet ſtill confider, thou art but a Man, 


and oughteſt not to complain; Nay, rather conſider, that 


thou art a Sinner; in Juſtice conſigned over to Hell and 
eternal Fire;and ler the Anger of an offended God,which 
ſtrictly is thy Portion and Deſert, check thy Reſent- 
ments of the Inſolence and Injuries, the reproachful 
Treatment, and unjuſtifiable Hardſhips, which Men may 
ſometimes offer to thee. This Wrath of God thou had 
provoked, but I in Mercy ſpared thee ; I had Compaſh- 
on on thy Soul, and ranſomed it from Death by my own 
Blood. And canſt thou think, that no return is due for 
ſuch Mercy? Yes, know, that I require thou ouldſt 
be ſenſible of the aſtoniſhing Greatneſs of . and 
ſhew that Senſe by Gratitude and Humility; by a modeſt 


and reſpectful Obſervance of my Repreſentatives here be. 


low; and by not diſdaining to ſuffer any Shame and 
Contempt, any Injuſtice and Barbarity, when Providence 
and Duty call thee to it, which I, thy Maſter, thy God, 
did not grudge to undergo for thy fake, whileſt conver- 
ſing in Humane Fleſh upon Earth. | 


5 | CHAN. XV. 
God's Judgments are to be conſidered for aur Humili ation. 


Diſciple. ] W Hen thou, Lord, uttereſt thy Voice in 


FRETS fan anos my Joynts are looſed, m 
Limbs quake for tear, my very Soul is confounded, an 
trembles at thy Thunder. In the midſt of theſe Hor- 


rours I begin to reflect, that the Heavens themſelves are 


not Pure in thy gh. and that even the Angels thou bal 
charged with Folly, Job 25. If then thoſe exalted inte 
leQual Spirits were not able to ſtand before thee, and 
kept not their firſt Eſtate, what muft become of ſuch a 
wretch as Iam? If even the Stars fell from the Firma- 
ment, how can Duſt and Aſhes hope to eſcape ? They 
who did eat Angels Food, degenerated from their primi- 
tive Excellence, and fed on Husks with Swine, bow 
then ſhould a Creature preſerve its Innocence, whoſe 


very Original is-Impure ? . Thi 
wo 1s, 


/ 


Beok III. of JESUS CHRIS T. 129 
This, Lord, convinces me, that there is no Holineſs» 
bit what is derived from Thee alone; No Wiſdom wich- 
out tliy Governance; No Strength a ſufficient Defence 
if thou withdraw ny graciow rorertpny no Continence 
or Abſtemiouſneſs effectual, except thou guard it; No 
Watchfulneſs againſt the Enemy, unleſs thy wakefal / 

Eyes keep all our Approaches, and repulſe the Aſſaults - 
of the Tempter. It thou ceaſe to ſupport us with. ay | 
mighty Hand, the Waves ſwallow us up; we fink and 
riſh without thee, and with thee walk upon the Sea ii 
afery : Weak and unſtable are our Reſolutions, but thy 
Grace gives Srrength and Perſeverance ; Cold and timo- 
rous are our Hearts, but thou warmeſt them with Zeal, 
and inſpireſt them with 5 Lift np then, Tord. 
eur Hands that hang down and our feeble 5 that we 


faint not in this SpiritualWarfare and enable thoſe who 
| can do nothing without thee, ro conquer all Difficulties 
| thraugh thy Strength. . 5 
I know, O Lord, that if any good thing ſeem to be 
: in me, yet even this deſerves my meaneſt Opinion, and 
: will in no degree juſtifie my thinking otherwiſe of 
4 my ſelf than as à moſt vile and worthleſs Wretch. And | 
therefore, when thy angry Juſtice afflicts me, it is m 
Duty, with the profoundeſt Humility to lay my Mouth 
in the Duſt, and meekly ſubmit to thy correcting Hand. 4 
| For, tliough I cannot diſcover all the Reaſons of thy my 
* {terious Judgments, yet this I find no Difficulry to dif Bi 
. cern, that I my ſelf am nothing, and that I proceeded | | 
n out ot nothing. Oh the dark Abyfs, in which I can 1 
4 find nothing relating to my ſelf but Vanity and Nothing, | 
| Where theñ is the preſumption, where the Pride, the lot- F 
F ty Conceit of my Worth and Virtue ? Whither are all F 
Fe... my vain Confidences, and rowring Imaginations fled? | | 
f Thy Judgments, Lord, have ſwept them away like a h 
Torrent; and all are ſunk in thoſe unſearchable Depths. | | 
id Theſe ſhew me to my ſelf and juſtifie the Prophets Re- | 
A buke, Shall the Clay exalt it ſelf againſt the Potter that | 
a- jaſbioned it? Beheld, as the Clay is in the Hands of the S 
bY Potter, ſo is every mortal Man in thy Hand, O Lord, | 
M- Iſai. 14. Jer. 18. | TYM MZ: 
wW And is it poſſible for that Soul to ſwell with Inſolence 
fe and yain Conceit, which is duly ſenſible of thy Majeſty, 
3 and ſubmits to ir, with that Lowlineſs and * a 
Py miſſioa 
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miſſion which thy Truth directs? No, no; Not all the 


Voices of Mankind conſpiring unanimouſly in his Praiſe, 
can blow him up to fond Conceits of hison Excellence, 
when once his Hopes and Heart are fixed on God. For 
he conſiders, that all theſe are but ſo many Copies of 
himſelf ; frail and feeble, deceivable and periſhing,emp- 
rineſs and nothing. That ay hc well as their Words, 
are only Air and Sound, and both will quickly vaniſh 
together; but God and his Truth remain for ever more, 
Ceaſe therefore from Man, for wherein is he to be account - 
ed of, Iſai. 2. and endeavour to have Praiſe of Him, who 
reſiſteth the Proud, but in his own due time ex r{teth 
Ts who humble themſelves. under his mighty Hand, 


10. 4; Þ-..XVH. 
With what Reſerves we ought fo Pray. 


Chrift.]ſ ET this, my Son, be the Language and Style 
| of all thy Prayers: Lord, if it be thy Plea- 


fare, grant me this Requeſt ; If what I atk conduce to thy 


Glory, do thou be pleaſed to give and proſper.it ; Lord, if 
Thou, to whom all Things and their Gonſequences are per. 
Fecti known, ſeeſt that This will be for my true Advan- 
tage, no: anly beſtowit, but with it Grace to uſe it to thy 
Glory: But if thou ſeeſt it may prove hurtful to me, do not 
only deny my Petitions which proceed from Ignorance and 
Miſtake ; but remove far from me the very Deſire of that, 
which cannot be obtained without my Prejudice. 

This laſt is a very reaſonable and expedient Requeſt; 
becauſe many Defires, which ſeem, not innocent only, 


but even virtuous and wiſe,profitable and pratſe-worthy, 


ina Man's own Eyes, are yet neither inſpired by God, 
nor agreeable to his Will:? Nor is it eaſie to diſcern, 
whether one be acted by a good or evil Spirit; or whe- 
ther in the Matter of his Prayers his own Inclination and 
private Reſpects do not determine him. And many 2 
one, who hath fancied the Impulſe of Divine Grace, and 
pres himſelf, that he hath been directed and acted 
y it all along; finds the Deluſion our at laſt; and what 
he impured to the Spirit of God, proves in the End a 
Suggeſtion of the Devil, or the eager Longiags of his 
own vain Mind. rat" 59 = 
1 | he 


Book IH. of ] ESUS CHRIST. i31 
The ſureſt way then never to offend God in thy De- 
fires, and to be accepted in thy Addreſſes to him, will be, 
ro temper all thy Inclinations with his Fear, and not ſo 
much as: mdolge'a ſecret Wiſh, without fuch Reſerva» 
tions as may teſtifie an entire Submiſſion to the Divine, . 
Diſpoſal. And, when thoſe Wiſhes break out inte 
Words, Men fhall do well to conceive and preſent them 
in ſuch Forms, as may expreſs ſome Check upon them. 
ſelves, and mighty Caution in reſtraining their Tongues, 
from asking any thing in a Peremptory Manner; bur 
leaving the Matter entirely to God's better Choice. As. 
| thus; “ Lora, t hon nome ſi, whether the hawing,or the be- 
| ing denied the Matter of my Petition, be moſt con deni ent; 
and therefore all T beg is, that what thou ſeeft mo ſt e- 
4 1 may be done. I ak indeed, as is my Duty, but 
**I preſame not to preſeribe to thy Heaven y Wiſdom ; 
Give therefore, Lord, fuch Things. and in ſuch Mea» 
** {ures, and at ſuch Times, as thou ſeeſt fir. Deal with 
me as thou knoweſt is neceſſary. For That Tam well 
aſſured is beſt for Me, which is moſt agrecable ro thy 
Wil, and moſt conducive to thy Glory. Appoint me 
* any Poſt, and uſe me as thy on; turn and change 
Me and my Fortune ar pleaſure; 1 only beg to be qua- 
* lified for thy-Dilpenlai ions, to uſe them rightly; and 
* greatly to improve under them. For Fam thy Servant, 
devoted to thee without the leaſt Reſerve: I defire 
* rot to live to my ſelf but to Thee; O that I might 
be enabled fairhfully and worthily to perform that 
Homage and Duty, to all which my Heart is moſt 
freely and Aae Gier W 


, Cue. XVII. | 
A Prayer for Grace to do the Will of God. 


Diſciple. ]. E Ear me moſt merciful” Saviour, I hum- 
bly beſeech thee, and let thy Grace be 
ever preſent with thy weak unworthy Servant. I 
am not of my ſe lf able to do, or think any thing that 
is good -O let thy Spirit affift my poor Eudesvours, 
* vanquiſh rhe Temptations that ſo thick be ſet me, fix 
* my. inconſtant Mind, and follow me all the Days of 
* my Lite, chat I may perſevere in good Works unto 
the End. Regulate my Affections and Deſites, and 
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132 - Me the Imitation Book III. 
* confine them to ſuch Objects only as are Ne 
in thy fight. Let thy Will be the Guide and Meaſure 
of mine, and let mine ſteadily conform to thy Plea- 
* ſure. Remove far from me all Inclinations and Aver- 
© ſions, but ſuch as agree with thoſe of the Bleſſed Jeſus. 
Help me to dye daily to the World, and the things of 
« the World, and mortifſie my Vanity to that degree, 


that even Shame and Contempt, for thy fake, may 


© be, not only ſupportable but welcome to me. Let all 
my Hopes and Wiſhes center in Thee alone; and no- 
* thing appear delirable, in compariſon of a pure Heart 
te and a peaceful Conſcience. For Thou, O Lord, art 
* my Peace, Thou my only Reſt ; in Thee alone is f N 
* fare and true Satisfaction, and All without thee is Mi- 
t ſery and Torment. Oh! grant me this bleſt Retreat, 
this happy. Security; that I may abandon all the falſe 
* Appearances of Happineſs here below, and find fott 
* Eaſe and {ſweet Repoſe in thy Love and Favour, Thou 
** True, thou Chiet, Thou Eternal Good of Pious Souls. 


Cn ar, XVIII. 
God is our only Comfort in Troubla, 


Diſciple. Hatever Comforts and Happineſs I pro- 
. Meth. poſe, This is not the Time and Place ot 
enjoying them, but I expect that bleſſed Fruition in an- 
other State. For, what would it avail, could I attain 
he utmoſt Delights the World can afford, when a very 
{hore ſpace — of neceſſity put a Period to them? Do 
not then miſtake thy Happineſs, my Soul, for theſe 
things are not, cannot be, by Reſt: The Fulneſs of Joy 
and undiſturbed Pleaſure is no where to be found, ſave 
in God only; He is the Comforter of the Afflicted, He 
the Wealth of the Poor, He the Support and Strength 
ot the Weak, He the Glory and great Reward of the 
Humble. | 5th BY nels 
Nor let it diſtwib thy Peace, or diſcourage thy Hope, 
that thou canſt not yer aſpire to thy 8 Felicity; 
tor God is faithful and cannot lie: Only Wair his own 
Time patiently, and thou ſhalt not fail ot his n 
an abundant Recompence of thy Faith and patient T ruſt 
in due Seaſon. But, if this Delay draw off thy Aﬀecti- 


ons to preſent. Comforts, and abate thy Zeal for e 
15 ; eats | Key 4 * an- 
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Book III. of | ESuS OH AIs T. 133 
ind diſt ant Rewards, thou ſhalt deſire earthly Bleſſings 


3 anf not be filled; and at the ſame time loſt thoſe hea- 


venly and eternal loys, which alone canfatighe, and 
make thee happy. Uſe then theſe Temporal things, but 
love none but the things that are Frei nal. The preſent 
were not deſigned for Enjoyment; bat for Neceſſity and 
Convenience. Thy Nature is not cut out for them, nor 
is it in their Power to make thee perfect, though all, this 
mortal State is capable of, were united together for that 
purpoſe. For God alone is a Good; large enongh to fill 
the Deſires ot an immortal Soul; He only is proportioned 
to thy Wants and noble Faculties: And the Happineſs 


. Thing, which the Children ot-rhis Generation fondly 

s covet and admire, but that exquiſite, that infinite and 

e inward Delight, of which the Pure in Heart, and*Spiri- 

t tual Pexfons, receive ſome ſweet Foretaſts, and Pledges; 

u by having their Converſation in Heaven, while they 

themſelves are upon Earth. For Man is vain, and all his 
Comforts like him; Empty and unſatisf actory, falſe and 
ficering, ſwift in decay, and of ſhort continuance; But 
Thoſe from God reſemble the Perfections of their Au- 
thor, ſpiritual and true, immutable and eternal. A tru - 

e- | ly pious Soul can never be deſtitute, becauſe he conſtant- 

of ly bears his Happineſs about him; eventhe Bleſſed ſeſus, 

n- the Divine Comtorter ; and, hen bereft of all betides, 

ain can thus converſe with Him in the profoundeſt Solitude. 

ery Bleſſed bethy Mercy, O Deareft Jeſus ! Bleſſed be thy. 

Do cheering Preſence! O let me never be deprived of this © 

heſc meſtimable Bliſs; Whi'e T have this Conſolation within, 

- feel no want of 


. Enjoy ments: For this ſupplies, 
excceds them all. Oh? let me thanktully rejoyce in thy 
Favour and the Light of thy Countenance lifted up upon 
me: Or, if at any time thou withdraw thoſe bright 
Beams, and interpole a Cloud of Sorrow! yet᷑ even then 
pi elerve me from fad Diſtruſt, and let the Conſideration 


not caſt away my Hope and Confidence, 'becauſe thou 
hideſt thy Face tor a Seaſon; but help me to diſcern the 


and to ſupport my Faith with the Proſpect of that Re- 


Pa- 


to be met with in Him, is not that tranſitory, imperfect 


of thy Will, Which is always beſt; be my Support in ] 
blackeſt and moſt melancholy Circumſtances. Let me 


great Wiſdom and Benefit of ſuch trying Diſpenſations, | be 
ward, which is laid up in W thoſe, upon whom 
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134 Ot the Imitation 


gracious and merciful, and though we perpetually of- 


tend and 8 yet wilt thou not always be chi- 
ding, nor | 
tur again and in much Compaſſion quicken thy ſuffer- 


ep thy anger for ever, Pal. 103. but wilt 


ing Servants, that they may rejoyce in thee and triumph 
aver their Calamities. corp 
4 Cu Ar. XIX. 
Of Caſting our Care upon God. 


briſt.] M Son, be content, that I ſhould diſpoſe of 


LOU Thee and all thy Affairs, as my Divine 
Wiſdom ſees fit; for 1 beſt know what is convenient for 


 +hee. Thou judgeſt raſhly, and art liable to Humane 


Frailties. Senſe and preſent Satisfactions blind thy Eyes, 


and byaſs thy Reaſon; but Chriſt ians, who ſhould walk 


by Faith, and not by Sight, mutt not be governed by 
the ſame Meaſures which common Men make ule of in 
zdiftinguiſhing Good and Evil Accidents. 
To Diſciple. Mord acknowledge my Infirmity; and am 
;Fenfible, that thy Care and Concern tor me is more pru- 
dent, more tender, than that I have for my own ſclt. 
And He hath made bur ſmall Progreſs in the Scheo! ot 
Chriſt, whoſe weak Faith is ſtill to learn that Leſſon, 
of being ſatisfied with allthy Diſpenlations, and calling 


- {His Care upon Thee. All therefore that I beg, is the 


eſtabliſhing my Heart in the Way of thy Command. 
ments; and, ſo long as I ſwerve not from Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, ſecure my Soul, and, for the reſt; do th 
"Pleaſure: For thou art Wiſe, and Juſt, and Good; and 


ſuch, I am ſure, are all the Methods of thy Providence, 


«though Humane Underſtandings may not diſtinctly per- 
ecive, nor be able to account tor the Reaſons of them. 


At therefore thou condemn me toDarkncſsandAfiiction, 
A will praiſe and thank thee for thy defer ved Correction 


even in the midſt of my Trouble; Or, it thou ſpare the 
Rod, and make my Darkneſs to be Light, 1 Will then 
-thanktully receive the Bleſſing, and magaifie the Favour 
Wie cannot deer. ot fo PS, 
brit.] This is ind, my Son, the Diſpoſition ard 
Deportment befitting the (Character of my fauhful Chil- 
Aren: And all who profeſs to Walk with me in. Pity 
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Book III. 
Patience hath-its perfect Work. For thou, O Lord, art 
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Bock III. of JESUS CHRIST, 135 
and Virtue, muſt bring themſelves to a Soul ſo even, ſo 
reſigned, that Suffering and Joy, Poverty or Riches, may 
be cnrerrained alike. The One, N Murmuring or 
Complaint, the Other without the leaſt Pride or Change „ 
of Temper. For both are equally the Appointment 4 ©. 
My Providence, and, as ſuch, ſhould be met, with” =_ 
Cheerfulneſs and perfect Content. # £45pptt # 
Dy ple.] Lord, I am willing to endure whatever thou 
art pleaſed to lay upon me. And do deſire to receive 1 
Good and Evil, the Sweers and Bitter, the Comforts. >; 
and the Croſſes of this Life, with the very {ame Reſent- " 
ments of Mind. Nay, not only to receive, but to be 
thankful for both, ſince both come from thy own Hang, 
which cannot err in ordaining all my Events, This 
only I emplore, that, in all Changes of Condition, thou 
wouldſt in thy Mercy preſerve me from Sin; For, While 
keep my Innocence, and continue in thy Love, not 
Calamity, nor Death, nor Hell it ſelf ſhall make me 
afraid. However thou may'ſt exerciſe my Patience, or 
frown upon me at preſent, yet ſo long as thou doſt rot. 
caſt me off for ever, nor blot my Name out of thy Book : 
of Lite, Lam above all Danger, and the utmoſt Powers 
and Malice of Fortune, and Enemies, and Devils com- 
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bined together, can never hurt me. 


Py. ein, 7 4p. + uf 15 
Chriſt eur Pattern of Patience in Aflictimt. 


Chriſt. I AY Son, remember I came down from Hea- 
ven for thy Salvation; I bore the Puniſnm- 
ment due to Thee, and all the Miſęries to which k HñHu - 
mane Nature is expoſed. I bore them not by Conftraiat, . © 
but Choice; and urged by no Necellity, but that which. 
powerful Love impoſed upon me. And one great End, 
tor which I condeſcended to do ſo, was to reach thee . 
Patience by this Example; and that my willing Suffer- 
ings might diſpole thee to ſubmit to the neceſſaryIncum- 
brances of thy preſent Condition, without Reluctance 
and Murmuring. Sorrow became familiar to me; Mx 
conſtant attendãnce from the Manger to the Croſ; For 
every Hour produced ſome freſh Inſtance of it, My Cir- 
cumſtances were low, and I contented my ſelf with ti 
want or even the of Life; My Innocence Peng 8 
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1365 Ot the Imitation Book III. 
Handered and daily Complaints and Reproaches were 
founding in my Ears; Shame and Conteinpt Lentertain- 
ed without Return or angry Reſentment; my good 
Deeds were repaid with Malice and Ingratitude, my 


Miracles blaſphemed, and my Doctrine traduced and 


vilely, miſrepreſented.” _ | 
Dijcipte. | Yes, Lord, T read the Story of thy invinci- 
ble Meekneis, with wonder and 1 : and can- 
not but infer from thence, that, ſince thou wert pleaſed 
ro give ſuch amazing Proofs of an entire Obedience to 
thy heavenly Father's Will; I, who am a wretched Sin- 
ner, and not only ſubject ro theſe Miſeries by the Con- 
dition of my Nature, but one who have deſerved them 
as Chaſtiſe ments for my Tranſgreſſions, am much more 
obliged, with a moſt pertect Submiſſion, to receive what- 
ever thy Providence thinks fit to inflict; and muſt by 
n means grumble at the Weight, or the Continuance, 
"of any Burden thou ſhalt lay upon me in the preſent 
World. If any thing here ſeem heavy, yet it is rendred 
much eaſier and more ſupportable, by the Aſſiſtance of 
thy Grace, by the Contemplation of thy Example, and 
by the Many Patterns of Conſtancy and Virtue, which 
thy now glorious Saints, but once afflicted Servants, 
who travelled the ſame rugged Journey of Life, have in 


all Ages ſet for my Imĩtation and Encouragement. I 


plainſy ſee under this Goſpel- ſtate, a mighty Support, 
which even thy own peculiar People waated under the 
old Law. For then the Way to Heaven was dark, and 
the Prolpect at their Journey's end leſs glorious and in- 
viting. Few then applied themſelves with 'Zeal to ſeck 
a future and ſpiritual Kingdom; nor could they do ſo 
with equal Enconragement, till thy meritorious Death 
had opened an Entrance into the High and Holy Place. 
But, How conrentedly;how thankfully, ought I to tread 
in thy bleſſed Steps, ſuſtained by the Aſſurance of Eter- 
nal Rewards, and directe d in the right Way by the 
Light ofthy Doctrine? For thou art the Way the Truth, 
* and the Lifs, John 14, Thy Afflictions have taught Me 
and all Believers, that Tribulation is the Paſſage to thy 
Heavenly Ringdom, and that the proper Method of at- 
- raining thy Crown, is being made a Partaker ot thy 
roſs. Hadſt thou not 177 before us, who would have 
the Heart to follow ? 
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of Suffering? Nay, though thou haſt thus ſhewed us 


the W yet por loath, how backward: are we to fol- 
low ſtill? And, if neither thy Miracles, nor ty Precepts, 

thy wondrous Humiliation, nor thy 1 | 

can warm us into greater Zealand Reſolution, than by 

lamentable Experience we daily ſee and feel theꝝ do; 

How wretchcdiy flothful, alas! how cold, and motion- 

leſs ſhould we have ſtood, had not thy Grace and mar- 

velous Condeſcen{ion-youchſafed to grant us the Advan- 

tage of fo clear a Light, and the powerful Motive ot fo 

bright an Exampie ? tk e ee e 


| n 
Of bearing Injuries; and how we 


3h 


* > M 


Chriſt] Caſe thy Complaints, my Son, and, When 


bers T Alfflictions threaten or attack thee,call to 
remembrance, what I endured tor thy ſake: Nay, not 
hat I endured for rhine only, but what fo mapy braye 
and generous Saints have ſince couragiouſly endured for 
mine. Alas! thy Tryals yet are ſmall, nor haſt thou 
reſiſted unto Blood, as I and They have done. Their 
Difficulties were greater, their Temptations ſharper, 
their Sorrows more piercing, their Exerciſes more levers, 
and yet in all Theſethey wete more than Conquerours, 
It will therefore be of great Service to the 'confirming 
thy Hope and Patience, ii thou dilizently compare thy 
very light, with their much heavier, Burden; and fe- 
proach thy ſelf for finking under a Weight, Which 


would ſcarce have felt. But, if thy own Load ſeem ; 


inſupportable, and thou canit hardly be brought to 
think the Caſe of others ſo much more deplorable, Can» 
tider, whether this falſe Eſtimate do nom proceed "from 
partial Affection, Tenderneſz to thy ſelf and a ſretfuſ im. 
patience, rather than from the true Nature aud Reaſon ot 
the Thing. For Theſe corrupt Mens judgments and 
make them ſee. their on and other Fcoples Cireum- 
ſtances with very different Eyes. But be thy Idea's true 
or miſtaken, yet it ill the greater and the leſs 'Calamirics 


call equally for Submiſſion. and r Aud ir is 
not the Degree or Meaſure, but the Author and Cons 


lequence of duffering, Nag rhe proper Motive to 
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Nou the better thou art compoſed under any. Trou- 
ble, the more commendable is thy Wiſdom, and the lar- 
ger will be thy Recompence. Nay, not only ſo, but the 
eaſier will be thy Lot too. For Conſideration will re- 
concile thee to it, and Time and Experience make the 


thing familiar. Nor matters it much, who are the im- 


- mediate Inſtruments, or from what next Hand thy Af- 


fictions come. For thoſe are very idle Pretences,which 


Mea uſually labour to cover their want of Temper wtth- 
al: Had this been done by an Enemy or a Stranger, I 
& could have born it; but from a Friend, a Relation, 
* One whom I have highly obliged, and have a Right 
© ro expect better Uſage from, what Fleſh can brook 
« ſich Baſeneſs and Ingratitude? Had I given any juſt 
.*-Occalion for that diſparaging Report, it would never 
* have vexed me, but to be ſlandered and abuſed; with- 
* out any Ground, without the leaſt Fault or Provoca- 
at tion of mine, methinks tis very hard; The thing it 
& ſelt I could away with, but the Perſon, or the particu- 
ar Circumſtances put me out of all Patience. Alas! 
Theſe are nice and frivolous Diſtinctions; Such as are 
altogether foreign and impertinent to the Matter in 
Hand ;and what the Virtue of Patience is no way con- 
cerned in. For this takes Injuries and Affronts by the 
Great, without entring into any pecultar Examination 
of their Nature, and Quality, and particular Ageravati- 
ons ; nor does it at all regard the Perſon, by whom it 
is exerciſed, but conſiders that Perſon only, by whom it 
% %%ͤ;ͤ ũ!Nʃ uu Hg, ene 
No Man hath yet arrived to a due Perfection in this 


| 2 who is not content with any kind of Tryal, 


om any Hand whatſoever. The Differences of Friend 
or Foe, of Super iour, Inferiour, or Equal; of 2 good- 
natured and conſcientious, or 2 Wicke - peryerſe, vex: 
atious Man, are of no conſideration at all; But, let the 
Provocation be what it will, and come from whom it 
Will, let it be offered but once, or repeated never fo 
often, tis all alike; becauſe in Allthe over-ruling Hand 
of God ĩs attended ro and every thing received as Or. 
dained and originally inflicted by him: and What pro- 
__eceds from Him is always good, and ſure to tur to ag: 
edunt. And, as nothing he appoints, though ſcemingly 


never ſo grie vous, ſhall be to good Mens Maca 
e t ts bi. 
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{fo nothing, though never fo ſlight and deſpicable in it 
ſelf, when dutifully and decentſy entextained, ſhall be 
paſſed over unrewarded. Arm thy: ſelf therefore. for 
Combat, and decline no occaſion of Engagin that 
offers, if thou deſire the Glory of the Conquelt. With- 
out Fighting chy Way through, there is no coming 
the Crown. And they who refuſe to Suffer with Clit, 
do in effect, and by neceſſiry conſequence, refuſe. to 
Reign with him. Stand up then bravely to Afflictions, 
and quit thyſelf like a Man; Repoſe and Happineſs is 
what thou coveteſt; but theſe are only to be obtained by 
Labour: Victory and Triumph are the things tic 
aimeſt at; But who Was ever yet ſo abſurd as to thin 
of Triumphs without Enemies and Hardfhips, * or of 
Conquering without a Battle: 
Diſciple. | I acquieſce, dear Lord in all thou fayeſt,; 
nor will indulge ſuch vain Imaginations. But ince, 
even where the Spirit is moſt willing, the Fleſh. is. mi 
ſerably weak, aſſiſt me, befeech thee, that by thy Pow- 
er and Strength I may be able to do, What by my ou 
Icannot accompliſh, and Nature is averſe from {6 80 
as attempting. Thou knoweſt full well, how little 1 
can bear; how every Shock makes my feeble Heart give 
ground; Lord, do thou ſo ſupport and confirm ne, 
that Tribulation may appear not only tolerable, but even 
deſirable, in compliance with thy Will and my Dux 
For, What Regret ſoe ver Humanity may betray in liel 
Caſcs, When Dangers approach; In my own. bette 
Judgment, which conſiders Things in the Chriſtian and 
Spiritual Senſe; I am abundantly fatisfied, how much 
the harſher Diſpenſations cf thy Providence conduce 


to my Soub's Advantage. And, though no Ghaſtiſe- 


ment for the preſent ſeems joyous but grievous, yet my 
detter Senſe, when Lthink treely, conviaces me of thy* 
Wiſdom and Mercy, and that it is ee good for me #0 be. 
F077 age tion, 
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bim, Pſal. 32. For every trivial Accident caſts me * 
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Diſciple.) I Mill confeſs my unrighteeuſneſs unto the | 

Lord. and Bewail my Intirmities. before, 
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140 Pkt the Junitation Book III. 
and I am often overwhelmed with Sorrow, upon Oc- 
caſions, which my calmer Thoughts abundantly con- 
vince me, deſerve rather my Contempt, than my ſerious 
Concern. Sometimes I ſee and condemn my own Folly, 
and mighty Reſolutions I make, how bravely I will be- 
have my ſelf tor the Time to come; and, yer upon the 
next Aſfault of ſome flight Misfortune, this imaginar 
Hero is beaten from his Poſt, and cannot ſtaud the 
Shock of a very common Difficulty, The pooreſt and 
moſt deſpicable Things are, I find, capable of becom- 
ing ee and dangerous Te tions; And I, Who at 
a diſtance deſie them, yet, when brought to the Tryal, 
_ fd Experience, upon how flippery Ground 1 
This is indeed the wretched Condition of thy poor 
unſtable Servant: But, Lord, do Thou, in much Com- 
paſſion, look upon my Frailty, for thou knoweſt it 
more perfectly than I my Fc can. Stretch forth thy 
Hand and draw me out of rhefe deep Waters, and out 
of this Mire of Sin and Weakneſs, that] fink not in my 
Corruption, Pſal. 69. I cannot eaſily expreſs the melan · 
choly Reflections, the Shame and Confulton, the Tndig. 
nation and fad Perplexity of Heart, which the Conſei- 
oulgeſs of my own Inability to reſiſt Temptations and 
the Inconſtancy of my beſt and moſt vigorous Purpoſes 
create; and though my Will be not al Ways vanquiſhed, 
nor do I (bleſſed be God) yield to every wicked Sug- 
geſtion, yet the repeated Allaalts of the Enemy diftorb 
my Quiet, and I am weary of a Life, Which conſiſts 
of perpetual Hazard, and painful Conflicts with my 
ſelt. The Wretchedneſs of my Condition is but too 
manifeſt: I need no other Argument to prove it, than 
that eaſie Acceſs evil Thoughts find ro my Breaſt ; 
which, in deſpight of all my watchful Care, and mo 
manfulScruggles, are much ſooner inſinuated, and re- 
ceived, than either driven out again, or prevented from 
entring. 3 5 + ods 
Look down then, thou Almighty Rock of //rael, and 
Lover of Souls, and interpoſe thy Power and Protection; 
Give ſeaſonable Succour, and happy Succeſs to my too 
fruitleſs Endeavours. Arm and Guard me with Strength 
from above; and ſuffer not the Old Man, the corrupt 
lnchnations ot my Fleſh, which refuſes to es diff 
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tubdued and broughrto Reaſon, to uſurp the Dominion 
over my better Part. For this obſtinate Rebel renews 
its Inſurrections daily, and bids me Battel; calls me to 
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„„ 


Combats and hazardous Engagements, which muſt ne- 


ver, never end in Perfect Peacè and Safety, ſo ng a 
© s 


this miſerable State of Mortality endures. - Moit mijera- 
ble indeed; ſince every Action and Accident of my Life 
involves me in freſh Dangers ;- fince every Step take is 
upon Snares and P1ecipices; ſince every Time and Place 
is thick beſet, with Troubles and Toils, with Treachery 
and Temptation, and a numerous Hoſt of Enemies ready 
to devour and ſwallow me up. For a fatal uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of Tryals are every Moment renewing their 


- 


Attacks, and when I have happily vanquiſhed many, 


and fondly promiſe my ſelf a Truce; as many more im- 


mediately draw don upon me, and make fiercer and 


more furious Attempts upon ſome other Quarter, which, 


T hoped, had been ſufficient ly covered from their Ap- 


proaches. 2 


And can a Life ſubject to ſuch Surprizes and Hazards, 
embittered with ſo many Troubles and ſevere Tryals, 


encumbred with ſo much Frailty. and Corruption, be 
valued and mightily covered? Nay, can That deſerve 


the Name of Life, which naturally breeds Plagues-* 
eaſes, and expoſes us to ſuch variety of Deaths-? - 
Yet ſtupid Man hugs, and embraces, and eſteems it his 


and Di 


purſues Joys in a Valley of Tears, and vainly ſets up for 
the boaſted Perfection of Pleaſure, in a Condition of ine. 
vitable Miſery, and lingring, certain, Pain. Sometimes 


only e expects eaſe in the midit of Diſtraction, 


indeed the tender Senſe of ſome Afffiction cuts us to the 
e ; and, in our melancholy Moods, we give the 


orld hard Words; call it Deceitful, Treacherous, and 
Vain; but even They, who rail at it moſt liberally,and 
profeſs to hate and deſpiſe it, cannot be prevailed with, 
to be content to leave it. The Fleſh and irs Affectious 


have ſtill a powerſul Influence, and ſpur Men on to che 


Purſuit and Love of thoſe very Enjoyments, which, 


Reaſonand their own Experience have taught Them 


cannot be worth their Pains, nor in any degree anſer 


their deluded Expectat ions. For we muſt obſerve, that 


our Love and Hatred of this World proceed from verx 


different Cauſes and Principles. The Luſ? of the , 
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Luft of the Eye, aud the Pride of Life, 1 John 3. en- 
_ our Al dene 5 and The are ever preſent, and 
ever vehement with us. The Calamities, and Grief, 
and Pains we feel, provoke our Hatred and Contempt, 
and repreſent Life a Burden and 2 and theſe have 
their Intervals, and work upon us feebly and by Fits. 
The former too ſtrike in with Inclination, and are 
aſſiſted by Nature; the Latter have no influence upon 
us, but what their own Weight gives; All their Im- 
preſſions are forcible and violent, heavy and painful, 
| _ ſuch as we ſubmit to, only becauſe we cannot 

elp it. | | 

Thus Senſe and ſinful Pleaſure get within us, and, 
which is very lamentable, debauch our Reaſon. The 
preſent Ticklings of the Body cheat the Mind, and vi- 
tiate our Palates to that 22 that, being prepoſſeſs d 
with a falſe Taſt of worldly Sweets, we have no Reliſh 
left for that delicious Entertaiament, with which God 
and Religion, feed and feaſt the pure and heavenly- 
minded Soul. For, Oh! Thoſe happy Men, who have 
learnt to deſpiſe and abandon earthly Things, and con- 
ſecrated themſelves entirely to God, by Maxtification, 
Self-denial, and a ſteady Courſe of ſevere Virtue; 
theſe exalted Spirits know and feel the Truth of God 
and his Promiſes; They find unſpeakable Charms and 
ſenſible. Delights in the voluntary Refuſal of thoſe 
Toys and Baits, which-cannot'be had with Satisfaction, 
nor coveted with Safety. They ſee, and deſpiſe, and 
pity the Folly of abuſed Mankind, diſcover the lurk- 
ing Frauds of the Tempter; and, that the imagined 
Happineſs and boaſted Pleaſures of ſenſual and earthly 
Men, are only Snares and Dangers, Vanity and Cheat. 


55 C nay. XXIII LY; . 
Of Placing all our Hope aud Hapbineſs in 0D. 


Diſciple.] R Epoſe thy ſelf, my Soul, in God, upon all 

Occaſions; and above all orher Depen- 
dences; for he is the only ſure Refuge, the eternal Reſt 
ofthe Saints. Grant me thy Grace, O ſweeteſt, kindeſt 
Saviour, to value, and love, and Truſt in Thee above all 
things. Make me to prize thee far before Health and 
Beauty, to deſire thee more than Honour and Advanee-- 
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ment, more than Riches aud Power, more than Wit and 
Learning; To rejoice in thee more than in Pleaſure and 
Proſperity, more than in Reputation and Praiſe, more 
than in the largeſt Promiſes, the higheſt Deſerts, the 

moſt exalted Gifts, the molt tranſporting Joys, which 


thou eanſt impart, or my Heart, when moſt enlarged, 


is able to receive. Let me admire thee above Angels 


and:Arch- Angels, and all the Hoſt of Heaven ; above all 
Things viſible and inviſible, more than all that is, or can 


be, which is not thy own ſelf. 


For Thou, my God, art the beſt and moſt excellent 


Being; In Thee alone is Plenty and Fulueſs, ſweet Re- 
 freſhment, peaceful Comfort, and raviſhing Delights; 


the Perfection of Beauty and charming Graces; true 
Honour and adorable Greatneſs: In Thee, as in its pro- 
per Center, all Good meets, and dwells, and hath, and 


doth, and will continue to abide, from and to all E. 
ternity. Give then thy ſelf, my deareſt ſeſus; for all 
thou giveſt, and all thou promiſeſt to give beſides, is poor, 


and little, hen compared with the dight and Fruition of 


Thee. And I have found, by long Experience, that all 
thy other Favours, nay, all Nature is too (hort and nar- 


row to fatisfie my Soul; Whoſe unbounded Deſires ex- 
alt and ſtretch themſelves far beyond all preſent Enjoy - 
ments, and can be filled, can reſt contented, with no- 


thing leſs than Thee. 


O my beloved Lord, King of the Univerſe, knit me 
to thee with the Bands of an entire and holy Affection. 


Set me at liberty-from-this Clog of Earth, and give me 
Wings of ardent Zeal and pure Devotion, that I may 


ſoar aloft, and take my flight higher than Heaven it ſelt; 
and find my reſt in Thee. Oh. When will that happy 


Time come, when I ſhall be ſet at liberty from Sin aud 


Corruption, from the Body and the World, and with+ 


ont Interruption; without Allay, taſt and feaſt upon the 
5weetneſs of my God? When will the neceſſary Cares 


of this Life ceaſe to diſtract me, and leave me Power 
and Leiſure to indulge choſe Longings and Pleaſures, 
which refined and unbodied Spirits fcel, when {wallow.- 


ed up inthe Contemplation of thy Divine Excellencies ; 


and even raiſed above themſelves, they know and love 


and retire wholly into Thee? At preſent I am oppetT- 
with a Load of Infirmities and Cori uptions, and often 


groan 


"By 
- ; 


144 Ot the Imitation Book III. 
groan under the Senſe of my heavy Burden. The in. 
ward Joys, with Which thy Grace ſupports me, are 
mingled and embaſed with Pains and Tears; which 
cloud, and darken, and deject my Mind; diſtract my 
Thoughts, obſtruct my cagereſt Wiſhes and Endeavours, 
and faſten me down to Earth and Miſery, when I would 
Hy to thy Embraces. I cannot in this Vale of Sorrow, 
enjoy my Lord, my Love ; but wait with hope, and 
long fore tor that happy Change, which {hall tranſlate 
me to the Spirits of ll Men made Perfect, and render 
me Partaker of their Blifs. But let not, Lord, my Suf- 
Yerings, and Tears, be loft; Remember and compaſ- 
ſionate my preſent Wrerchedneſs, and grant my Sighs 
an caſic 4 effectual Acceſs into thy bleſſed Pretence. 
Thou, Lord, art the brightneſs of thy Father's Glory; 
dart thy reviving Beams into my Soul; enlighten its 
dark Places and ſcatter its Diſcomforts; To Thee the 
very Thoughts and inmoſt Deſires of every Heart are 
known; By Thee the moſt ſecret and ſilent Wiſhes are 
throughly underſtood. O hear me, when I ſpeak in 
this Language, and pour out my Supplications in Sighs 
and 1 5 which Words cannct utter. Even when 


my Tongue lies ſtill, my Thoughts are in motion; 


and my Heart within my Breaſt burns with inarticulate 
Ejaculations. © How long, ( {ay I to my ſelf ) how long 
 willmy Lord, my Bridegroom, delay his coming 
„O that he would youchtafe to enter under the Root 
© of his unworthy and afflicted Servant! O that he would 
e ſtretch forth his Almighty Hand, and deliver this 
ce Wretch, juſt ready to link, out of all the Miſery and 
* Trouble, which ſurround, oppreſs, and are ready to 
t devour him! Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. For 
0 without thee, no Day, no Hour is eaſie or comfortable; 
* for thou art my Hope, my Joy, and all my worldly 
& Plenty; but Without thee is the very Extremity ot 
© Poverty and Want. | 5 | 

See how I lye in this Priſon ofthe Fleſh, fettered and 
bound up with the Chain of my Sin, till the Pititulneſs 
ot thy great Mercy looſe me, and the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance, breaking into this darkſume Dungeon, aſſure 
me of thy Fayour and Friendſhip. Let others covet 
* and fer their Affections upon ſuch wretched Objects, 


* as deluded Senſe thinks valuable; but as for Me, 1 


WW. 
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ill love and long for Nothing, but Thee, my God 
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« alone; For Thou, my God, alone art my Hope and Hap- 
e 


<« pineſs; the only Stay of my preſent, and the only Bliſs 
of my future and eternal State. Such is, and ſuch ſhall 
ever be my Addreſs, and fervent Prayer. Nor will Her 
thee go, until thou bleſs me; till thou inſpire new Life 
with thy Eavour; and dwell in, and converſe familiarly 


with my Soul, by thy Spirit and gracious Preſence. 


Chriſt.] Behold me here, my Son, always attentive 
to thy Prayers, always ready to extend the Comfort 
and Reliet thou ſo zealoufly imploreft. Thy Tears 
and fervent Deſires, the Sorrows of =; rplexed Heart, 
and the ſtrong Cries of a wounde Eaſtzonce have 
pierced the Skies, and brought me down to thy ſpeedy 
Succour and Comfort; For I am ever nigh to ſuch as 
be of an humble and contrire Spirit, and my Ears are 
always open to the Prayers of my Suffering Servants. _ 

Diſhip e.] I did indeed preſume, in the Anguiſh of 
my Soul, to beg what I am ſenſible I cannor deſerve, 
and flee to thee, my God, for help. And lo! I am fin- 
cerely diſpoſed to forſake all and follow thee. Nor will 
I aſcribe to my ſelf the Glory of ſo zealous, fo reſigned 
2a Temper ; For Thou, Lord, didſt work this good 
Thing in me, and by thy own preventing Grace, kindle 
and excite my very firſt Defires. I prayed, but Thou 
prepared{t my Heart; I ſought thee, but it was by thy 
impulſe and Direction. And for this firſt Diſpolitien, 


return thee my moſt humble and unfeigned Thanks; 


acknowledging it thy beſt, thy ſole Gitt, that I have 
been able fo much as to think or intend any good Thing. 
Since then the whole of what I do or deſirè Wellis Thine, 
my part ſhalt be to cheriſh every holy Motion, to im- 
prove the early and happy Aſſiſtances of thy Grace, to 
lubmit my ſelf without any reſerve torhy holy Guidance, 
and, in the midſt of the very beſt Performances rhiou 
qualifieſt me for, conftantly and humbly to remember 
my own: Vileneſs and Impotence.” For Who, O Lord; 
's ike unto thee ? Or what in Heaven and Earth, which 
hath or boaſts of any Excellence, can be compꝛred unt 
my God and Saviour? Thy Works are juſt and true, 
hy Precepts right and equitable, Thy Providence 
great and glorious, and all things are governed by it, 
ater a molt wiſe, and Py, and good, and WY - 
| 2 E 
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ful Manner. All er and. Glory and Pral R, be 

therefore aſcribed to Thee; Eternal Wiſdom of thy Etę r- 
nal Father; May Heaven and Earth, and all the Crea- 
- tures, ſer forth thy Excellence ies, and in this general Con. 
bort Iwill join; my Mouth ſhall ſing thy aſtoniſhing 
Werks, thy great Glories; and I will never ceaſe to 
| Praiſe and Adore my God, while 1 have any Being 


15 ee neee bas 

4 Thankſgiving for Gods Mercies. 
- Diſciple.]J/)Pen thou the Eyes of my Underſtanding; O 
139 175 0 Lord, that L may 5 e e 
- Arous Things of thy Law, Pfal. 119. Give me the per- 
te& Knowledge of thy Will, and poſſeſs me with a re- 
verent and thankful Senſe of all thy Goodneſs and 
Loving kindueſs to Me and to all Men; that I may ſhew 
. torth thy Praiſe, and publiſh thy Mercics. I know Theſc 
are -{p numerous, and great, that I can never magnifie 
them werthily: The leaſt of them exceeds my Power 
ro expreſs; and when I conſider them, I am ſo tar from 
any vain Pretence of Merit, that all my Thoughts are 
overpowered, and loſt in wonder. For all our Advan- 
tages of Mind and Body, of Perſon and Fortune, thoſe 
which are Endowments and Ornaments of Nature, and 
- thoſe which exalt and ſupply the Defects of Nature, all 
are the Effects of thy Bounty and Beneficence; from 

hn every good and per ſect Gift cometh, Jam. x. 17. 

I bou art the common Source, the Univerſal Repoſi- 
tory, from whence our Benefits are drawn down. Not 
to All in equal Proportions, tis true; but, be the Mea- 
Aure leſs or more, tis ſtill thy Diſtribution. He & ho re- 
- ccives moſt, is indebted for the whole to thy Liberality ; 

and He Who hath leaſt, could not have had that little, 
dut from Thee. He, to whom thou haſt dealt thy 

Zleſſings moſt plentifully, is nat from that Diſpenſation 

do take an Eſtimate of Himſelf; His Plenty will not 
jultiſſe an Confidence or Boaſt of bis own Merit, nor 
may he inſult over his Brethren, or behave himſelf un- 
comſy, and diſeſteem or deſpiſe thoſe, . from whom 
hy- Mercies have diftingniſhed him. For the Great- 
neſe o Mens Deſerts, is moſt eminently diſcovered by 
A Modeſt and Mean Opinion of chemſelves, 3 
| f a 


| 

2 
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and Condeſcenſion to others, Gratitude and Devotion 
towards God. And the more they are ſenſible of their 


own Wants and unworthinels, the better they qualifie 


themſelves for ' freſh and greater Demonſtrations of 


"to whom * 
thou haſt diſtributed more ſparingly, muſt not repine 


thy Love and Liberality. Again, The M. 


and be diſcoutaged, nor fret and grudge the large 
Porst his wealthier Neibbeur; dum Feen his Eyes 
and Mind wholly intent —— Thee, and admire the 
Freedom of thy Grace, which, as it cannot be obliged 
to any, ſo gives to all largely, and without partial Re- 
ipect of Perſons; | | 

For thoù art to be praiſed in all thy Gifts by every 
Man,becatfe all comes from Thee: And Thou art Ma- 
ſter of thy own Favours; Thou giveſt without upbraid- 
ing, and witholdeſt without Injuſtice: Thy Wddom 
knows WhatMezſures are proper and expedient foreach 


Perſoit and the Reaſons, why one Man differs from an 


other, Tye not within the compaſs of our Knowledge, 
but muſt be left entirely to thy judgment, to determine 
the fitneſs of them. 


in this Perſuafion, Lord; I readily-acknowledgeand © - 


adore thy Mercy, in luffering me to wantmanyotrhoſe 
Advatirzges, "wh enerslity of 
mighty Value upon. Nay, Iam ſarisfied, that Men 


* * 
x | 


s, Which the Generality of Mankind ſet a 


onghr to be affſicted, and humble their Souls, Withthe 


Confiderations of their own Wants and Unworthineſs, 
yet ſo, as not only not to give way to ſad Deſpoadencies 
and Biſtruſt of thy Mercy; but, even from this very Sub- 


ject to draw Matter of Comfort and Joy; becauſe thou 


haſt ſo particularly declared oy A par ng 
em Marksof more than 


and humble Souls, and given t 


- 


Such were thoſe Apoſtles, ſo mean in their own and 


the World's Eſteem, whom thou madeſt choice of for 
Witneſſes of thy Truth, and Attendants upon thy Per- 


ſon. Theſe very Heroes in the Chriſtian Story; whom 


thou haſt appointed Judges and Rulers of the Whole 


World in Matters of Religion, were recommended to 
hat High Promotion, by being Meek and Poop in Spi- 
rit, void of Guile, and mortified te the World; patient 
in Suffering, content with laſdleuee, and barbarous 


Treatment; and proud of 9 but being thought 
he of £24 
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worthy to endure Shame and Pain for the Name of 
ar So diſtant from common Men, ſo ſingular were 
he ir Notions, which diſpolſed them ĩth ſoy and Eager. 
nels to embrace, what others dread and. detelt, and 
than with all their Induſtry and Might. The never- 
failing Spring of Joy and Comtorry which They who 
truly love, and fear rhee, and are thankful for thy infi- 


ſignation of their, Minds to thy Diſpoſals, and the Re- 
fleclions upon thy wife eternal Purpoſes, - which check 
their Proneneſs to Partiality and Diſcontent, and make 
every Diſpenfation of thy Providence welcome rothem , 
They are abaſed with equal Satisfaction, as Others are 
exalted: And regard not High or Low, Honourable or 
Deſpiſed, according to common ee sg but con- 
tiger, that their Station and Circumſtances in the World 
are choſen and ordained by Thee; and cannot therefore 
but he good, nay, better than any other, becauſe the 
Extect ot thy Divine Appointment, which always knows 
and chooſes the beſt. Could we but once arrive at this 
conſiderate Temper of Mind, the Different Accidents of 
IL. ie would ceaſe to be either uncafily, or extravagantly 
xlleaſant. The violent Shocks upon our Paſſions would 
de effectually prevented; becauſe Thy Honour would 
take place above our own Appetites and miſtaken Inte- 
reſts. Poverty and Shame would be acceptable, as coming 
trom the ſame Hand with Riches and Honour. And 
even thoſe things, which are moſt agreeable to the Re · 
liſh and Inclinations of Humane Nature, would pleaſe 
and comfort us more, with the Conſideration of their 
being beſtowed by Thee, the Author of all our Happi- 


8 nel; than upon the account of any Advantages to be 
had from the things theraſelves. The Zeal for thy Ho- 


* 


nour in the extremity of Diſtreſs, ſhould ſupport good 
Men more, and find greater regard from them than all 


thou at any time doſt or canſt confer, upon the moſt 
proſperous of the Sons of Men in this World. So ſmall 
is the Conſideration of the greateſt Gift, in compariſon 
of the Wiſe, the Good, the Almighty Giver and Diſ- 
oſer of our Fortunes; Who orders all things for the 
beſt, and is in all our kindeſt Friend, and conſtant Benc- 
factor. TIER 2 | | 


4 


nite Goodneſs find within ; Rows from the conſtant Re- 


the Wealth or Glory, or other external Bleſſings, which 
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The Things which make fon Peace. 


Chit HyEarken'to me, my Son, and I will e 
i 


1 in the right Way to true Peace and 
n | £9] {4 


Diſciple.] Be pleaſed, Lord, fo to do; for ſuch” In- 
ſtruction wilkprove both acceptable and profit able to me. 
Chriſt.] Make it thy Bulinefs, rather to comply With 
the Deſires and Commands of others, than to indulge thy 
own Inclinations. Chooſe a moderate; nay, a low For - 


tune, rather than Greatneſs and Abundance. - Be hum- 


ble, obedient, and condeſcending in all thy ment. 
Let this be thy conſtant Wiſh and Prayet᷑, God 
would perform his Pleaſure, and diſpoſe of Thee and all 
thy Affairs as to him ſeems moſt convenient. The Man 
that hath brought himſelf to this Temper and Spirit, he 
aſſuredly ĩs in the ready Way to Peace of Mind and true 
3 1 The Words muy Lor hath: ebe ariiine 

Diſciple. e Words my Lord hath ſpoken are iew 
in Number, but full of Senſe, and of ve comprehen- 
ive Extent; and I can eaſily diſceri in this little Space 
the Grounds of Great Perfection in Virtue. Did I but 
diligently obſerve theſe Rules, how happily would all 
exceſſive Concern, and violent Diſorder at any Accidents 
of Humane Life be ſuppreſs d, or quite prevented ? And 
it at any time hereaſter I find my felt oppreſſed with 
immoderate Cares or Reſentments, Thy Wiſdom” hath 
aught me to diſcover the true Cauſe of my Trouble; 
and, that I ſuffer for neglecting to comply with this 
Doctrine. Bur ſuch Compliance, Lord, thou knoweſt 
is not the Work of Nature and mere Reaſon : And there- 
fore I implore the mighty Aſſiſtances of thy Grace, to 
which nothing is hard, for making thoſe Improxe- 


ments, which in the preſent State of Corruption, are ta 


Fleſh and Blood impracticable. Nothing is more accep- 
table in thy fight, than the Conqueſt ofourlnfirmities, 
and bold Advances in Goodneſs; put forth thy Hand 
then, and what thou haſt taught me to know, enable 


me to perform, That I mzy both approre my own” O- 


dedience, and ( whit without the I cannet do ) ſuccels- 
tally purſue wy own Happiness and Salvation 
2 en. 
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5 C. H A P. XXVI. vo 
A Prayer againſt Evil Thoughts. tu 
| i an 
Diſciple. O net far from me, O Lord, my God,make the 
POOP 'G haft to help me, Pfal. 70. For corrupt ma 
Imaginations are perpetually riſing in my Breaſt, and Ma 
imumerahle Fears and Horrours cloſe my Soul in on tha 
every ſide. The Senſe of my hazardous Condition be 
overwhelms me with Torment and 5 Diſtreſs, while [thy 
I ſee the greatnefs of my Danger, and the multitude of Me 
my Enemies, but know not how to declins the One, Pot 
or to fight my Way through the Other. me 
Chriſt.) Remember, Son, my Promiſe; I wil go be- She 
Tore thee, and make the crooked Places ſtreight ; I will ena 
break in pieces the Gates of Braſs, and cut tn ſunder the day 
Bars of Iron: And I will give thee the Treaſures of Darke Dre 
eſs and hidden Riches of ſecret Places, Wa. 47. to! 
Diſciple.] Lord, fince thou eee thoſe myſti- of t 
cal Words to my Comfort, let me, I beſeech thee, ex- 70 2 
| perimentally find the gracious Accompliſhment of rhem rat 
| in my own Perſors And ſcatter all my dark and diſmal, = the 
1 my vain and ſinful Thoughts, by ſhedding the Light ot Thi 
| thy Grace abroad into my Hearr. For in the extremity can 
ot Grief and Anguifh, this is my Hope and only Sup- ”. mi 
port to take Sanctuary in thy Goodneſs, 10 repoſe all (hal 
my Confidence, and caſt the Burden ot my Cares, upon an 
thee, to pour out my whole Sou] before thee, and wait triff 


with Patience thy own gocd Time, tor ſuccouring 
me in, and giving me a happy Iſſue out of, all my At- 
tlictions. [ur ; 


CHAT. XXVII. 
A Prayer for Spiritual Illumination. 


Diſciple. ] © Hoot forth, O Bleſſed Jeſus, rhe bright 
| Beams of thy Heavenly and Eternal Light, 
that it may enlighten the dark Corners of my Heart, 
and effectually ſcatter every Cloud of Ignorance and 
Errour, which now hang ſo thick over me. Call home 
my wandring Thoughts, aud repulſe the Temptations, 
ben tur ouſly aflault me. Fight thou my Battles, and 
ſubdue rhoſe ficree wild Beaſts, thoſe brutiſh _ 
. Gs WHIC 
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which range in this Deſert, and are ever ſtriving to de- 
vour me; that by thy Powerthe Wilderneſs may be 
turned into a Palace, and inſtead of the violent Cries 
and Howlings of raging Paſſions, no Sound may be heard 
there, but Songs ot Praiſe. . Thou, Lord, who com- 
mandeſt the Minds and the Waves and they obey thee, 
Mark 1, ſilence the. Storms within my. Breaſt ; Say to 
that troubled Sea, Be ſtill, and immediately there ſhall 
be Peace, and a profound Calm. Send out thy Light and 
thy Trush, and warm this barren Soil, for ſuch am I, till 
Mellowed and Impregnated by the Sun of Righteouſneſs; 
Pour down thy Grace upon me plentifully, and water 
me with thy refreſhing Moiſture, which, ike ſeaſonable 
Showers. and gentle Dew, miy fatten my Soul, and 
enable ĩt ro bring forth generous Fruit in great Abun- 
dauce. Raiſe and refine my Mind, preſt down with the 
D roſs of earthly. Deſires; and draw. my Affections up 
to Heaven and heavenly: Objects; that the ſweet reliſh 
of that Bliſs above, may ive me a diſguſt and loathing 
o all the nauſeous Pleaſures here below. Deliver or 
rather ſnatch me away with a holy Violence, from all 
che periſhing Comforts of this mortal State: For my 
Thirit of Happineſs, I find, is greater than any Creature 
can either quench, or in a good Degree allwage, Unite 
me to thy Gif with inviolable Bands of holy Love, ſo 
{hall my Soul be ſatisfied ; For thou alone canſt anſwer © 
ill my Longings; and the whole World without thee is 
trifle, and emptineſs, and nothing. 8 


"Ca ae. XA} 
Azninfht a buſis inquiſitive Temper. 


Chriſt.] WW Son, have a care of indulging a curious 
Humour; and do not create to thy ſelf 
unneceſſary Troubles, by medling with Matters, or 
Pexſons, which are no part of thy Concern, For what 
is This or That to Thee? -Follaw thun me. What have 
you to do With the Virtues or Vices, the Conduct or the 
Indiſerctions of Others: how they behave themſelves, 
what Company they keep, or with & hat Diſcourſe they 
entertain one another? Why all this eager and intem- 
perate Zeal to vindicate or to accuſe them? You ſhall 
not aunſwer tor the MAiicarriages, nor be one * the 
ö | better 
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better for their Excellencies. Your own Words and 
Actions are the only thing you will be called to account 
for; look well to them, and beware leſt this buſie and 
malicious Impertinence do not enflame that Reckoning. 
Trouble not your ſelf to turn Informer, and take not 
upon you to be a judge. Leave that to me; I know 
every Man throughly, and nothing which is done under 
the Sun can eſcape my Obſervation. I am perfectly ap- 
priſed of each Perſon's Condition, ſee every Action, nay, 
n Deſign, and not oniy what they 
do, but what they drive at. Theſe things are far re- 
moved out of your Sight, and therefore you cannot 


judge truly, if you might attempt ic innocently. But 


w, once more, that Judgment is My Prerogative; 


and therefore it were Impudence and Uſurpation in you 


to attempt it, if you were qualified to Judge others. Stu- 
dy rather to be Quiet, contain your {elf within your own 

ufineſs; and let the prying, cenſorious, the vain and 
_—_— World follow their own Devices : 
which, they ſhall aſſuredly be one Day ſummoned to a 
ſevere Account; for all their Arts and ſpecious Colours 
cannot impoſe upon Me. Engage not with them in the 
fame Deſigns, nor let the empty Phantome of a great 
Reputation, the Pride of numerous and honourable Re- 
lations or Acquaintaace, or the particular Intimacies 
and Friendſhips of celebrated . your Time 
and Thoughts. Theſe only ſerve to diſtract and perplex 
the Mind, and cheat you at laſt with fond Expectations; 


they lead you into a Miſt, and there they leave you, loſt 


and bewildred. But I would ſhew thee the true Way, 

and communicate my Inſtructions freely, wert thou bur 

at leiſure to receive my Secrets, and careful to obſerve 

my Motions; by opening the Door when I knock, and 

N all Opportunities of entertaining me in thy 
art. 


Cu a Þ. XXX. 
Of Laſting Peace, and true Goodneſss 
Cr... T His was my Promiſe to my Diſciples hereto- 
| fore, Peace ] leave with you, my Peace 1 
give unto you, not as the World giveth, give 1 unto you, 


John 14.27. But, though Peace be in every Man's 
Wiſhes, 


For al! 
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Wiſhes, yet the Qualifications and Prediſpoſitions, ne- 
ceſſary for procuring and preſerving it, are the Care of 
very few, My Peace takes up its dwelling with the 
Meek and Humble. And the Peace of my Servants con- 
fiſts in ſteady Patience; in attending diligently. to my 
Words, and following my Directions. Therefore, upon 


every Occaſion, be ſure to make a Conſcience of What 


you Do or Say; Let the pleaſing Me, be your chief, your 
only Concern, and the Fruition of Me your ultimate, 
your only End and Defire. Paſs noraſh Cenſure upon 
other Peoples Words cr Actions, and do not affect to be 
a Man of Bulinefs or Secrets; for this will be the beft 
Expedient to make your Troubles few and light. I fay, 


Few and Light; tor to eſcape Trouble altogether,” and 


have no Affiction at all in Mind, Body, or Eſtate, is not 
conſiſtent with the Nature of your preſent Condition, 
but one of the Privileges reſerved for Heaven aud Im- 
mortality. 58 | | 

Do not therefore imagine, that you are then in per- 
fect Peace, when you are ſenſible of no Calamity-or Di- 
ſturbance; Or, that a preſent Frecdom from Aſſaults, 
is an Argument that you have no Enemy, and all is ſafe 
and well with you ; Nor, when things ſucceed accord- 
ing to your Heart's Deſire, that this is a Proof of your 
extraordinary Virtue and Perfection; Nor, if your Zeal 
and Piety be fervent, and your Contemplations full of 
Delight, conclude your ſelf a particular Favourite of 
God. For Theſe are forreign and deceitful Inferences, 


ſuch as neither prove the Sincerity, nor the Degree and 


Perfection of any Man's Virtue. This is diſcovered by 
quite different Marks. The devoting and refigning 
your ſelf entirely to the Will of God; not ſee king your 
own but his Glory ia every thing you do; confiderin 

all Events wiſely, and receiving 4. . and Ad- 


verſity with evenneſs of Temper ; and ſuch a brave un- 


ſhaken Perſeverance in Goodneſs, as, even when the 
Aſſiſtances and Encouragements of Grace are withdrawn 
for a ſeaſon, can reſolutely go on, and harden it ſelf to 
undergo yet ſharper Tryals with Conſtaney; Such Low- 
lineſs of Mind as never puffs a Man up with an Opinion 
of his own Merit, but in the ſoreſt Diſtreſſes can find 
Matter of Praiſe and Thanks, for that Mercy which 
eyen then infficts much leſs than he deſerves to _ 4 


—— — 
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And a firm Hope, that God will not forſake his Servants; 


This is the Way of Peace, the Way that leads to ſure 
Conſolation, and Favour with God. And, If to not 


thinking highly of your own Performances, you can 
add that other Excellenc: of deſpiſing your Selt, and ab- 


horring your own Vileneſs, then be aſſured your Peace 
is built upon ſo ſolid, ſo impregnable a Foundation, that 


mortal Man here on Earth is not capable of attaining to 
It in greater Perfection. + py 


CAN. XXX. 
True Freedom of Mind. 


Diſciple.) IT His is indeed the utmoſt Perfection Mor. 

tality can aſpire after, to abandon all 
Worldly Thoughts, and without Interruption keep the 
Mind upon the Buſineſs of the Soul, and heavenly Con- 
8 To paſs through a Life thick ſet with Cares 
and Troubles, yet free and unconcerned: Provided ſtill 
this Unconcernedneſs proceed not from Stupidity, heavi- 


. 


neſs of Apprehenſion, or ſlothful Neglect, but from a 


enerous liberty of Soul, by which the Man gets looſe 

om all immoderate Deſires, and too tender Love of 
earthly Enjoyments. This Faculty I earneſtly cover, 
and beg thee, O my God, to protect me againſt the 
Cares of the World, leſt the Neceſſities of my Body em- 
ploy me too anxiouſly, and, under that Pretence, my 
Affections be inſnared, and ſo I entangled in Multiplicity 
of Buſineſs, to the Prejudice and Neglect ot better and 
weightier Concerns; Or leſt I be enticed to Sin by the 


Pleaſures of Senſe, or diſcouraged from the ſteady Pur- 


ſuit of Virtue and Heaven, by too tender and affficting 
Reſentments ofany Calamities, which may happen to me. 

I ſpeak not now of thoſe vain Superfluities, which the 
deluded World ſo vehemently contend for; but beg to 
be preſerved in thoſe Miſeries and Dangers. For Mitc- 
ries and Dangers I cannot but eſteem the common and 
unavoidable Incumbrances of Life; ſince theſe lye hea- 
vy, and cling cloſe about the Soul, and put ir under ſuch 
a ſtrait Confinement, that it cannot freely obey rhe Pi- 
2 it feels within, of getting above Concern for 
the World, and fixing its Deſires and Endeavours upon 
Spiritual Objects. 


ou, O my God, art Sweetgeſs in- 
expreſſible 


8. 
he 


ca- 


ich 


for 
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expreſſible. But, that my Soul may truly reliſh thee, 
turn, I beſcech thee, all my worldly Comĩorts into Bit- 


terneſs, leſt they vitiatè my Palate, and 5 a Diſguft 


to heavenly Things, by ſome delvdin arm of pre- 
ſent pretended Good. Oh ! let not Fleſh and Blood pre- 
vail in their Conflict with the Spirit; let not the World 
and its fading Glories cheat me into Ruin ; let not the 
ſubtle Enemy of Souls ſupplant me with his tempting 
Wiles. Give me Courage to reſiſt, when called to the 
Combat; Patience to endure, when called to Suffering; 
Firmneſs of Mind to perſiſt immovable in my Duty, 


when Temptations and evil Suggeſt ions labour to ſeduce 


me. Exchange, if it be thy Will, the tranſitory and 
talſe Comforrs of this World, for the Oy] of true 
Gladneſs, the Aſſiſtances and ſweet Satisfactions of 
thy bleſſed Spirit; and, inſtead of carnal Love, and ſen- 
ſual Inclination, fer the Love and Defire of Thee be 
ERR through my whole Heart, and reign unrivall'd 
there, | 

Even Food, and Raimentand the Neceffaries by which 
Life is ſuſtained, are a Grievance and Obſtruction to 
zcalous and refined Souls: But what muſt be a Boi den, 
let me not make an Occation of Sin; by uſing thy Crea- 
tures intemperately, by a luxurious Indulgence, or inor- 
dmate Appetire. Nature, I know, it is my Duty to 


| 1 and therefore, entirely to refuſe and negle& 
theſe 


Proviſions, were Sin and foul Ingratitude. But to 
enlarge our Deſires beyond the proper Uſes of theſe 
Things, and let them looſe upon Superfluity and Vanity, 
Delicacy and Delight; This the Law of God harh moſt 
wiſely forbidden becaule it were in effect ro connive at 
all Licentiouſneſs, by cheriſhing the Fleſh, and anima- 
ting and ſupporting it in Inſolence and Rebellion againſt 
the Spirit. . theſe two Extremes there lies a ſafe 
middle Way, in which I humbly implore the Guidance 
of thy Hand; left I decline from Virrue on either fide 
and going aſtray after my own Inclinarion, or unadviſe 
7cal, forſake my Path, and fly out beyond the Meafures 


Chou haſt preſcribed tor me. 


CuaAP. 


. 
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Cnar. XXXI. 1 
Self-love the greateſtObſtruction to Virtue and Happineſs. 


Chriſt. }$On, if thou aim at Purchaſing All, know 

that it is not to be bought at any Price leſs 
than thy All: Earth mult be bartered for Heaven, and 
where | give my ſelt, I expect the whole Man in ex- 
chavge. Think not therefore of any private Reſerves 


of Intercſt or Pleaſure, in Bar to my entire Pofſeſſion; 


for allthe World cannot do thee greater Prejudice than 
ſuch Self love. This ſticks more cloſe, While other 
things are looſe and at a diſtance, and all things faſten 
upon thee, only according as the Degree ot your own 
Love and Inclination foi them gives opportunity and 
advantage. If your Mind and its Affections be pure, 
and ſincere, and moderate, nothing ſhall have the 
power to enſlave you. | 

And what Pretence can you have for ſuffering them 
to be etherwiſe ? For who would ſet his Love upon 
Things, which cannot be obtained wirhout Difficulty, 
oftentimes not with it; or, if they be, cannot be en- 
joyed without Danger? Who would court Bonds and 
Captivity, and be fond of having that, which will ob- 
ſtruct his weightieſt Concern, and rob him of his Li- 
berry ? Were theſe Conſiderations duly attended to, it 
muſt appear prodigious Folly, for any Man not to reſign 
himſelt up entirely to me; to waſt his Strength with 
unproftable Vexations, and labour in the Fire for Vani- 
ty, and create Troubles which it is in his power to avoid. 
Obey my Will chen, and ſubmit all to my Diſpoſal and 
then thou art out of the Reach of the World, and its 


Temptations. But, if Intereſt and private ReſpeRs ſtill 


govern in thy Heart, all thy Application will be in vain. 
Thou runneſt away from Troubles in one place to meet 
them in another; Seeking Reſt but finding none, be- 


cauſe thou always carrieſt thy Torment about thee. For, 


even in thy moſt ſucceſsful Attemprs, there will be ſome- 
what wanting to give thee complete Satisfaction; and 
in thy moſt private Retirements thou wilt be dogged 
and haunted by ſome Croſſes. The world and its Ad- 
vantages can do thee no Service by being enjoyed, but 
by being lighted, and deſpiſed. This is che Gaſe, 955 
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ef Riches only, but of Honour and Reputation too, for 
They «lſo-make themſelves —.— fly away; and 
thou canſt never be ſafe or happy but by mortify ing thy 
Ambition and Vain. glory. 92 
How many People pleaſe themſelves with fond Ima- 
ginations of Eaſe and Leiſure to be good, ina Country, 
or a College-Life? But Cloiſters and Deſerts ſignifie no- 
thing, without the Zeal and Diſpoſition of a Hermit. 
The Convenience of Place is very little; and all its boaſt- 
ed Expectations vaniſh, except the Man be changed, as 
well as his Reſidence and manner of Living. And this 
Change is not, cannot be effected, unleſs his Mind be 
tixed in Me alone, as the proper, the only Centre of 
all its Aﬀections and Defires. The Liberty Men enjoy 
otherwiſe is very ſhort and unfaithful ; for freſh Oc- 
caſions of Sin and Trouble will quickly offer themſelves; 
and then, not only the old Inconvenjences will return a- 
gain, but new and greater, and ſuch as are peculiar to 
mat new State of Life upon which they have entred; 
And thus their very Refuge becomes a freſh Temptation. 


nba Com A NIL 345 
A Prayer for Purity of Heart, and Heavenly Wiſdom. 


Diſciple. ] kx Stablifh me, Lord, with thy free Spirit, Plal. 
8 JE 51. 11. that being . in the In- 
ner Man, I may purge my Soul from all vaia Anxiety, and 
baniſh idle Fears, and get over the Diſcouragements 
and diſtracting Troubles of the World. Let not the wild 
and impatient Deſires of any thing here, though never 
io alluring and ſeemingly valuable, perplex myThoughrs 
and draw me off from Thee. Give me Grace to coni- 
der my ſelf and all below, as things full of Vanity, and 
of very ſhort Continuance. For ſuch indeed are all 
Things under the Sun, vexation of Spirit, and altoge- 
ther lighter than Vanity it ſelf. And He who conſtant- 
TI upon them as ſuch, is the truly, the only, wiſe 
Impart to me then, O my God, : Ibeſeech thee, that 
heavenly Wiſdom, Which may diſpoſe me to ſeek thy 
Kingdom and thy Righteouſaeſs; to Sell all for this one 
Pearl of great Price, Matth. 13. and to eſteem my ſelt 
rich in no Treaſure but Thee ; to love and delight = 
- | P ä the 
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thee alone; to take Satisfaction in all Things elſe; in 
ſuch Degre, and in Subordination to ſuch. Purpoſes 
only, as thou haſt appointed; and to receive every Di- 
ſpenſation of Providence, with ſuch a Spirit and Tem 
per, as becomes my Duty, and may render it ſervice- 
able to the Ends, for which thou ſenteſt. it. Grant me 
ſuch Prudence and Conduct in all my Converſation, that 
I may decline and deſpite the Iaſinuations of Flatterers, 
and meekly receive the Contradiction and Reproachesof 
. Gain-ſayers and Slanderers. For this is Wiſdom indeed, 
- when a Man is not carried about with every blaſt of 
Air, but ftops his Ears againſt rhe Siren's Charms ; and 
. reſolutely proceeds in a itreight ſteady Courſe of Virtue, 
in deſpight of all the Subtlety of thoſe, who labour to 
_ entice, or the Malice of Them who. would terrific and 
drive him from it. | „„ SIO: Bran 


Cn a p. XXXI. . 


How Chri - an ought to behave himſelf when Men ſpeak 
_ Evil of him. | HY VVV 


Shriſt. ] MX Son, it Detractors and Slanderers ſpeak 
or think ill of thee, let nat this much di- 

=  -ftnrb.thee. The Provocations to Impatience and angry 
EReſentments, which ſuch ill Treatment 2. 101- 
=_ - . ters, will be much better employed againſt thy ſelf, 
Take then this Hint of improving thy Humility, by re- 

_ _ Hefting how many Things which lye concealed from 
Humane Sight, thy own Mind is Conſcious of; and the 
more their wicked Malice labours to leſſen thy Repu- 
tion, ſo much rhe leſs do thou appear in thy on Eſteem. 

If all be well within, and thy Heart right wich Me, the 
impertinent Cenſures of buſig enviqus Men will make 

no very deep Impreſſion. And when theſe reach thy 
Ears, inſtead of Recriminating and Indignazion, it will 

be wiſely done, to look up to Me, and not to be difor- 
dered at any judgment, Which Men ſhall take upon 
them to pronounce concerning thee. For why ſhould 

thy Satistaction de placed upon à thing, Which makes 
thee not one whit the better or the worſe? If they 

_ commend ęnd cry thee up, thy rcal Merit is not the 
Zreater; And it they revile ee 
lndocence 1s not the leis. Seek then true e 
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Satisfaction from Me, from Me alone; whoſe Sentence 
never {werves from Equity and Truth.: And great ſhall 
thy Content and thy Quiet be, if thou -neither ſollici- 
touſly court the Favour of Men, nor - ſervilely fear their 
Cenſure and Diſpleaſure. For, after allthe Complaints 
of outward Accidents, the true original Ground of all 
Diſquiet is within; For inordinate Affections and vain 
Fears are the polluted Fountain, from whence thoſe 
bitter Streams of Diſcontent, and perplexed Thoughts, 
2 every Confuſion and Diſorder of a troubled Mind 


3 £©*% 


er eee 
How God ought to be audreſsd to in Time of Adverſity. 
N e N * ; - 


Chriſt.] I He Lord giveth, and the Lord takith away, 
a2 and bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, Job 1. 
21. Yea, bleſſed be thy Name, for this very Calzmiry; © 
with which thy Fatherly Wiſdom and Affection hath 
now thought fit to chattife and try me. I cannot flee 
from the Scourge of thy Rod, bur I will fly to thee tor 
Succour ; and beg rhat tom wouldit aſſiſt me with Pa. 
tience, and turn all my Sufferings to my Soul's Advan- 
tage. I am indeed in Trouble; and cannot but confeſs 
the preſent Diforder, which this Misfortune gives me. 
But this is my own Infirmity; and I nom rot what' to 
Pray for as 1 ought, Rom. 8. 26: For what ſhallI ſay ? 
Lord ſave me from this Hour, John 12. No, deareſt Fa- 
ther; Thou haſt not brought me to this Hour, had ir 


not been for thy Glory, and my own Good. And there- 


tore I will rather beg, that my AffliQion may continue, 
till thy ne gb — are accompliſhed in me; and 
when thou feeſt me ſafficiently humbled, that then aud 
not before, thou wouldit refreſh, and raiſe, and deliver - 
me out of it. TH, 3 
For my Deliverance, I am duly ſenſigle, can come 
from no ather Hand; fince I my ſelf am Mak, and poor, 
and blind, and know not hat is beſt, or whar to do. 
Grant me then, bleſſed Lord, a Reſcue in thy on due 
time; and in the mean while, ſtrengthen me with Pa- 
tience, thar 5 = powertul Aid I may bear up againſt | 
the ſharpeſt Tribulations, without Di pondency or Di- 
traction. Nur wy Mill, Fr thine be dene, * 
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be the conſtant Language of my Heart; My ſinful 
Heart; which acknowledges thy Mercy in the midſt 
of Wrath; and ſadly reflects, that thou haſt puniſhed 
me much leſs than my Offences deſerve. O that this 
hu. nble Senſe of my ava Guilt may work in me ſuch 
Quiet and contente 
neither unduly decline, nor unthankfully murmur at 
the weight or the length of my Sufferings, till thou ſee 
ft to compoſe this Storm, and reſtore to-me. the Com- 
tarts of thy Favour and indulgent Providence. 
For, it the Tempeſt ſtill rage, this is not the Effect 
of want of Power in thee to quiet it; but becauſe a per- 
tet Calm is not yet ſeaſonable for me. Thy mighty 
Hand can lay it in a moment; Thou canſt abate its Fury, 
or thou canſt protect and ſupport me under its Violence 
and Extremity. I know thou canſt; for thou haſt 
taught me by my on Experience; and the Remem- 
brance of 1 former Mercies will not ſuffer me to 
doubt the Efficacy of thy Power. But, in proportion 


as my Grief and Burden 1s greater, ſo much the {weeter 


and more refreſhing let thy healing Virtue, and ſpiri- 
tual Conſolations be; and let me feel thy gracious Pro- 


| mu That thou wilt not ſuffer thy Servants to be tempt - 


ed above that they are able, but wilt with the Temptati- 
en alſo make a Way to eſcape, that they may be able to 
bear it, 1 Cor. 10, 13 oy 5 


. 1 XXXV. 5 | 

How the Divine Aſiftance ſhould be fought, and depended 

Chriſ.]j Am that Lord, my Son, who-is the Strong- 
hold of afflited Men in the Time of Trou - 


ble; and in whom thou doſt well to take Sanctuary, in 
all thy Diſtreſſes, Nahum 1. But if thy Comforts make 


i 


- not haſt,thou doſt _ ſelf Ravens obſtru& and diſap- 
ta y dete 


point thy owfPExpettations, rring thy Prayers, 
and by Slowneſs to ask Relief. For Men generally tr 
all other Comforts and Remedies firſt, and Reſerve Me 


for their laſt Refuge, in Times of ſuch-Extremity that 


nothing will do them Service; and then my Honour is 


concerned, not only to defeat thoſe Humane Contri- 
vances, in which they vainly truſted; but to defer — 
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| Submiſſion to thy Will, that I may 
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own Succours; and by making them ſmart for their im · 
pious Neglect, compel them to acknowledge, that I am 
the Delivercrof Them har truſt in Me; and that, with- 
out me; no Succours are ſtrong, no Councils wiſe,” no 
Remedies ſuecesful; And if their Sufferings find fone 
preſent Abatement, this only Skeins the Wound, but is 
— Cure, and the Pain it aſſwages will return 

| 5 n With'doubled Anguiſh and Rage. For I alone, 
V 


10 gave the Stroke; can heal it; and; as there is no 
il, whith the Lord harh not done, O neither is there 
any Deliverance which the Lord hath not wrought. 
ut now thy OR are come up into my Ears, 
and thou haſt caſt thy ſelf upon my Mercy, I will revive 
thy drooping Spirits, and thou ſhalt, atter this dark 
diſmal Storm, rejoice again in the Light ot my Counte- 
nance. For Lam ready nor only to reſtore thy former 
Happineſs, but alſo to recompence thy paſt Pains and 
Patience, by plentiful Additions of more and greater 
Bleſſings. And let not any Adverſity, though never ſo 
* — Ju upon thy Frailty to diſtruſt my doing 
0; For, Can'there any thing be hard for me? Or am 
11tke deceitful Men, Who footh their Dependants — 
with Promiſes which they never deſign to perform ? 
Have I at any time broken my Word? Where then is 
thy Faith, Where thy Courage? Bear bravely up and di- 
charge thy Duty. For, if thou fail not to qualitie” th 
ſelf tor receiving them, Grace and Conſolation-ſha 
certainly 9 — in due time. I the Lord tarry, ger 
wait fer bim, for he will ſurely come and heal thee; Haba. 
The Load which now oppreſſes thee, is only laid there, 
do try thy Strength and Virtue; nor would it weigh thee 
down ſo low, if thy on Folly did not make it heavier, 
by beaping on anxious Cares for the future upon thy 
t Sufferings, But this is to conſpire againſt thy 
elf and turnthy own Tormenter, Sufficient to each Day 
16 the Emil thereof, Matth. 6. 34. Without charging ie 


with additional Troubles which no way 'belong de it. 


ſe are indeed impertinent and ſenſleſsat al Times; 

For how abſurd is it to exalt or deſect one's ſelf by Ho 
and Fears, and fond Repreſentations of diſtant Good 
and Evil, which have not any being in Nature, and pro- 
bably may never be at all? Diſmiſs theſe empty, but 
painful Follies; the mere Creatures of thy own Hicks 
= 73 Faney 3 
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Fancy: For ſuch Deluſions are a great Reproaah u 
Reaſon, and a greater yet u an — 
mean timorous Soul is mocked by ſuch airy. Phantemes, 
and fo very eaſily led Captive by the Enemy 's Sug- 
7 And ſuch are theſe deſponding or Sanguine 
oughts of what will be hereatter. Whether it be or 
not, he matters not; for his, Buſineſs is to deceide and 
undo Men. And true or falſe Hopes and Terrours-con- 
tribute equally to this Deſign. The Love of preſent 
Good, and Dread of approaching Evils, are Inſtrumencs 
of Ruin employed by him, with wonderful Addreis; 
and, ſo Ruin be but the Conſequence, the Methods and 
Management of it are altogether indifferent to him. 
Do not therefore ſuffer Fear to- deject thee, but ſtill 
maintain thy Chriſtian Courage, and repoſe thy Con- 
adence in my Mercy. Lam often ready at hand, when 
thou ſuppoſeſt me at a diſtance; and at thoſe times, 
when all is given for gon, things are ſo far from de- 
ſperate, that proſperous Events and moſt ſurpriſing Com: 
torts are breaking in upon thee, like a glorious Sun from 
an aſtoniſhing Eclipſe. Lis Raſhneſs therefore to con- 
clude Affairs in a loft Condition, becauſe ſome Croſſes 
have balked your Expectations: Nor can either your 
own Reſentment or Misfortunes within, or the Violence 
of any Calamiry. without, give you ſufficient Grounds, 
from the terrible Face your preſent Circumſtances wear, 
to pronounce, That all Hope of Eſcape and better Day 
is paſt, Nay, which is the moſt ſenſibſe and moſt de- 
plorable Caſe. of any, if at the ſame time that I Scourge. 
thee with out ward. Calamities, thou feel the inward 
Supports of my Grace withdrawn, Which ſhould en- 
able to bear the Rod; Vet even ſo, think not thy ſelf 
forſaken, or that I have utterly caſt thee from my 
Preſence, The Way te Heaven is ſet with Briars and 
Thoras, and they who arrive at that Kingdom, travel 
over cragged Rocks and comfortleſs Deſerts: And more 
it is for their ad antage 78 have their Virtue awaken- 
ed, and brighined, and brought to rhe Teſt, by the 
Smart of Ad verſuy; than that all things ſhould- go 
ſmoorhly on, without any manner. of Let or Moleſtaricn. 
. The Heart of Mau is deceitful, who can know it Thy. 
very ſelt art often under very dangerous Miſtakes a: 
bout thy own Condition. Thou art ignorant . 
3 | | thou“ 
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thou art, and much more ignorant what is fit for the. 


But I, who have a perfect Underſtanding of both, ſee: 
lainiys that it is proper and beneficial ſometimes to be 
eft to thy ſelf -that'rhus ſtruggling ro fo little purpoſe 

with che Calamities that bear thee down, thou may ſt 

be brought to a juſt and humble Senſe of thy Infirmities, 
that this Senſe may check thy Vanity, and ſhe that all 
thy Attempts which prove ſuccesful, are owing entire- 
ly to another Hand, and Thou in truth nope lels 

—— mighty Man thou art apt to take * f for. 

This makes my' 1 thee of thy uſual Vomforts 

convenient, but ſtill tis n my Power to reſtore and 

augment them to thee, when I ſee That convenient 

00. * 28112 | : a OOH e 5 

Nor think me hard and unjuſt in theſe Diſpenſations; 
for who ſhall forbid me to do what T will with my 

own ? I gave thee what thou couldꝭſt not clatm; and T 

take away what thou haſt no right ro Keep. For every 

jou ana perfect Gift is mine, Iames 1. i. and not 2 

ebt, but a Favour. I then Affliction comes, remember 

'tis of my ſending; and l, who laid the Croſs, can both” © 

remove and recompence it: I kill and make alive, L 
bring aown to the Grave, and raiſe up from it, 1 Sam. 2. 

And in the inſtant that! wy my Thunder by, and 
Se REN, thy Heayineſs all be changed into o; 

In all my dealings I am juſt, in all am wiſe, and good; 
and deſerve, not only thy Admiration, but even thy 

Thanks and Praiſe. Coul#f thou but rightly compre- - 
hend my Methods and the ſecret Reaſons of them, thou 
would'ſt di ink vp rhe bitter Potion with -Toy ; With 
joy, upon this very Conſideration, that I do not fpare 
thee to thy hurt, bur ſend Afffictions in pure kindneſs to 
thee, when foreſee they will be for thy adyantage. 
Obſerve the Tenure of my gracious Promiſe to my beſt 
beloved Diſciples: 5 my Fat her loved me, eben fo haue 
{ loved you, John 16. But both my. Father's Love to Me, 

' and Mine to Them wasexpreſs'd, not by falſe and tranſi- 

tory Joys, but by ſharp and long Conflicts; by being 

8 calied, not to Honours, but to Contumelies and Dit- 
hs. grace; not by:indulging them in Eaſe and Sloth, ' but 

dy inuring them tu Try als and Diheulties; by- calling 

them, got to Reſt and Peace, bit to bring forth wo 
"DIY ; ieee und 


cover, and left behind in this Flight 
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and generous Fruit with Patience. Remember well 
theſe Words, my Son, and then thou cantit not think 
much, to drin of the Cup that I axanł of ſo deeply, and 
to be baptized with the Bapei ſin that I was baptized 
with. Thou canſt not then defpair,or-think/that God, 
inaMidting thee, hach abandoned all Care and Con- 
cern for thy Benefit, ſince even chat tender, that unpa- 
rallePd, that unconceivable Affection, with which he 
loved his own dear Son, hindred not his making that 
very Captain of thy Salvation perfett through Suſfer- 
rings, Heb. 2. And what art thou? What is the 


of Men in compariſon ot Him? What are thy Agonies 
and Tryals, the very worſt of thine, in compariſon 


of His? 
Of ſeeking Goa alone. 


Diſciple) Hy Merey, Lord, is grear'which' hath thus 
ele fr aſſiſted — bar ſtill 1 feel Iwant 2 


Barger Portion ofthy Grace, which may conduct me to 
ſuch a State of Perfection, as may ſecure and ſet me at 
liberty, from all the Obſtructions, which the Creatures 
hy in my way. For fo long as 1 retain an Affection or 
Concern for any thing in this World, I find my Soul 
checkt and reſtrained in her Mountings to Thee and Hea- 
ven. How often do I make the Prophet's Wiſh my own, 
Oh that I had Wings like a Dove, for then would '1 fly 
away and. be at 24 Lo t hen would 7 me away far 
VE and remain at a diftance from the World, Pfalm 55. 
Jo what is more at eaſe, more abſtracted from the 
World, than a true fingle-hearred Honeſty? What can 
ſt of Freedom equal to His, who covets nothing up- 

on Earth? All created Beings ſhould indeed be paſſed 

t, and a Man mult 
make a Stretch even beyond himſelf and abandon his 
own natural Inclinations and Defects, in order to get 2 
diſtinct View of the Creator, and thoſe Perfections in 
Him, to which no Creature bears any reſemblance. 
Now this is the very Reaſon, why fo few employ their 
Thoughts in heavenlyConremplations with any fenftble 
Delight; . becauſe when they attempt ir, they do it 
unskalfully ; and bring thoſe worldly- Akectien sen f 
* r 
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—— them, that damp and diſguſt them in the Under- 
It — confeſs, an eaſie Matter, nay, tis not poffſ- 


ble to Fleſh and Blood, by its own. Stiength, thus to 


purge the Affections; Nothing leſs than a liberal and 
very powerful Inſpiration of Divine Grace can thus ex- 
alt the Mind, and as it Were carry the Man out of him. 
ſelf: But till ſueh Fraltation of the Soul have diſen- 
paged one from all temporal Intereſts, and fixt down 
is Defires to that one Object worthy of them, God 
himſelf; all his Knowledge and imag ned Excelſencies 
are very little worth. For whatever falſe Notions of 
Honour and Greatneſs Men may delude themſelves with, 
yet ſtill all They have poor and lirtle Souls and dote upon 
that which ought to be diſdained, who allow any thing, 
beſides rhe Infinite and Eternal God, a very hono 2 
Place in their Affections and Eſteem. For All which is 
not God, is Vanity and Nothing, and ought to be no- 
thing —— o vaſt a difference there is, between 
the Wiſdom of a mort iſied pious Man, enlightned from 
above; and the 7 wing Learning of à profound and 
ſtudious Divine ? That Knowledge, which deſcends 
from above, - ſpeaks . by marvel- 
lous and noble Effects; and works a greater Change in 


the Man; a greater Improvement in profitable Know= 


ledge; than all that Comprehenfion, which the beſf 
Capacities, and the moſt indefatigable Induſtry can e- 
ver att , g ;. 1 TALE I 
We often hear very glorious Characters of Divine Con- 
templation, and the wonderful Delights and Tranſports 
attending it; and Theſe a great many appear very fond 
of, but then they have no regard to the neeeſſary Prepa- 
rations for it; Their Minds are full of ſenſible Ides's, 
and poſfeſsd with the Things of this preſent World, 
and the ſubduing and mortifying th eir Deſires and Pal 
ſions is a Matter they take no care about: And while 
their Affairs continue in this Poſture, they are in no de- 
gree qualify d for thoſe Exerciſes of the Mind. Methinks 
it is a moſt unaccountable 12 , and argues, that Men 
forget what Spirit they are of, when they call them 


3 


felves Chriſtians, 7. 4. Spiritual Perſons, that have ſo- 
lemnly renounced the World with its Vanities, andthe 
Ficſh with irs finful Luſts ; who profeſs” to believe and 
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to ſeek Happineſs in a future State, and to place that 
Happineſs in the Perfection of their Souls; and yet, in 
Reproach and Contradiftion to theſe Profeſſions, ſuffer 
Body and Senſe to runaway with them: Lay out them- 


ſelves entirely upon periſhing and paltry Advantages, 


while the ſubſtantial and everl l wretchedly neg. 
lected, and their Souls ſo poly orgotten, that they 
ſcarce afford one ſerious ghr to their moſt impor- 
rant Concerns: Or, if at any time we {et our ſelves to 
think, ſome Trifle preſently interrupts and draws us off 


from any profitable Recollections. Nay, we our ſelves 


fly out, and are glad to be diverted from a ſevere Ex- 
amination into our own State, Which is ſure, if dili- 
2 purſued, to preſent us with Objects of Shame and 
rrow, ſuch as will wound our Sight, and ſoon make 
us — of this neceſſary Work. Thus we never trou- 
ble our ſelves, to obſerve, which way our Inclinations 
are diſpoſed, or whither they tend; nor do we Aden 
bewail the abominable Impurity of our Hearts, though 
there be nothing but Impurity there. The way of all 
Heſh is corrupt upon the Earth, Gen. 6. and that uni. 
verſal Corruption, fays the Scripture, brought a Flood 
to deſtroy Mankind andevery Creature. But whence, 
do-we think, proceeds ſuch Corruption of Manners ? 
From the corrupt Affections of Men, no doubt. For, 
if this Fountain be not ſweet, the Action, Which is but 
a Stream and Etnanation from it, muſt of neceſſity be 
flat — — — or a Pore Heart is the Ground wark of. 
a.holy Li 87 as natu ings from it, as the Fruit 
trom the Tree. Nr. the fg i | IF 
And herein we are much to blame, chat fo littleNegard 
is had to the Diſpoſitions of the Heart; wirhout which 
no true judgment can ever be matlt either of our ſelves 
or others. But this, whichis in truth of greateſt Conſe- 
uenee; The very Point, upon which a Man's whole 
haracter turns, ſeems to be laid aſide, as a thing too 


nice and ſpeculative to be very curious in. We fix our 
Eyes upon the outward Action, conſider What. or How 
much a Man harh done; but with what Sincerity, with 


what Zeal, with what honeſt Intention he did it, or 
whether with none of all theſe Qualifications, we xx0it- 
ble not our felves to enquire, So again, for the Etti: 
mate we make of Perſons, they are all forreign from 5 
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true and proper Foundation of Merit and Reſpect: The 
ö Riches, * Beauty, udgment, Wit, uence, 

2 good Style, or a ſweet Voice, or a Knack of Manage- 
ment in Town or Country · bufi 
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CuAx. XXXVII. 
O Self-denial. 


Chriſt.] J Hou canſt net, Son be entirely free, till 
| thou have firſt attained to ſuch a Maſtery, 

as entirely ro ſubdue, and deny thy ſelf. For coverons 

perſons, and Lovers of Themſelves, the luſtful and 
buſie, and unſettled Men, the Lovers of Pleaſure more 

than Lovers of God, are all Slaves, Vile and unprofi- 

table Slaves; condemned to fruitleſs endlefs Toil ; ſeek- 
ing what they cannot find, and contriving what they 

cannot compaſs; Or if they could, what they cannot 

long enjoy. For every thing which is not of God, is 

ſoon brought to nonght. Obſerve this ſhort, but cer- 


4410, Aphoriſm : For ſate ail, aud th Salt find all; 
let go Defare, and tho! ld. on Feace. Con. 
ider this Rule diſigently, and tranſcribe it into thy 


Practice, for Practice will explain and prove it to thee. - 

Diſciple.] This, Lord, is not the Work of a tingle 
Day, a Maxim not fitted for weak Capacities, but ſuch 
3s 11 ont ſhort Sentence contains the utmaſt Perfection 


of 2 piaus and reſigned Chriſtian o 
| | 1 
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Chriſt.] And why, 1 Son, ſhould that Perfection 
aftright or diſcourage thee? Call up thy Zeal, aſpire to 
true Greatneſs of Soul, and the nobler the Virtue is, the 
more eager and generous Reſolution do thou expreſs of 
attaining to it. O! that thou wert ot. 2 
ſpolition, which utterly diſcards all narrqw and ſelſiſh 
onſiderations, and ſubmits it ſelf r Obe- 
dience of my Commands, andthe Diſpoſals of my Pro- 
vidence ! So ſhould thy Perſon andthy Behaviour be ac- 
ceptable to thy God; So ſhould*ſt thou enjoy great Sa- 
tisfaction, and Peace in thy own-Breaft.-: Alas! there 
are {till many things which muſt be abandoned, Many, 
which till thou halt ſacrificed to me, the Happineſs 
thou aĩmeſt at can never be obtained. Buy therefore 
of me the pure refined Gald of a heavenly. and refigned 
Diſpoſition:; for That ſhall. make thee. rich, above all 
the Treaſures ot this World. Caſt off the Wiſdom o: 
this Generation, and do not ſooth oy ſelf. with their 
fooliſh4maginations : For they purſue Shadows, and 
take delight in Vanity and Nothing. Remember i 
have told thee, that thethings which are lightly eſteem- 
ed mult be purchaſed at the expence of thoſe, ; which 
this World efteems moſt precious. For what is more 
deſpiſed and mean in common Reputation, what more 
veglected and forgotten, than that true heavenly Wiſ⸗ 
dom, which renounces all Merit ot its on, and is con- 
tent co be diſregarded by the Men of this World? This 
mortified and humble State of Mind, is What indeed 
ſome People profeſs, and in Words commend; but 
their Practice plainly condemns it, and 18 the lye 
to all their diſſembled Praiſes. And yet this Wiſdom, 
poor and deſpicable as it appears to common Eyes, is 


that Pearl of Great Price, for which all other Po- 


ſeſſions are wiſely given in exchange, Matth. 13. That 
hidden Treaſure, which is always like to continue 

| _ ſince it lyes low; and few either do, or care to, 
It. ; f 


Cu AP. XXX VII. 
The Changeableneſs of our Temper, and how to fix it. 


Chriſt. O not, my Son, depend upon any preſers 
15 D Diſpotition of Mind, with WIG nog 
| | | ee le 
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feeleſt thy ſelf affected, for This is fickle and of ſhort 
Duration. Variety and Change is what Men muſt be 


Subject to, fo long as they carry the Frailties of Ffeſn 9 
and Blood about them; and all their Endeavours cannot G 
ſo fix their Hearts, as to keep them conſtantly the fame. | 
Sometimes they find themſelves diſpoſed to Mirch, 
ſometimes to h now they are Even and So- 
rene, by and by all over Diſorder and Confuſion; this 
Heur Fer vent und Devout, the next Lukewarm and 
Cold; Studious and Tnduftrious to Day, Slochful and 
- Unfit for Buſineſs to Morrow; Serious and . Grave and | 
Thoughtful now, and anon again Gay and Trifling aud F 
; Light as Air, But the truly wife Man, Who is acted by i} 
: the Spirit of God, gets above this changeable Region po 
ofthe Lower World; He ſuffers not himſelf ro be carried bo 
1 about with every Blaft and impulſe of Inconftancy, bur . 
1 Settles upon the Baſis of the One excellent End, which | 
IT is always firft and moſt in his Thoughts, the Port to V 
a which he makes, and the Compais by which he ſteers 4 
1 all his Deſigns and Actions. For by this Method it is | 
_ very poſſible for a Man to continue unſhaken, and un- N 
h moved, by any Guſt of Inclination from withymn,.,- or | 
re Accident from without, The natural Changeableneſs - 
10 of Humane Affections being yet more improved, by- 
11 Mens own voluntary Uncertainty, and propokng ne 
n- conſtant End or Rule to themſelves; - Now that Inten- 
his tion, which fixes pan God as its only End, will: keep. 
ed Men ſteady in their Purpoſes; and deliver them from - 
but veing the ſel and Scorn of Fortune; and this in Scrip- 
Dye ture is ſtyled a Single Eye, becauſe it ever looks and aims 
2M, but at one Object. ::: 1 he a RE EY 
8 The more intent then that Eye is in this Proſpect, 
Pol- the leſs diverted from its Mark, the firmerand more con. 
"hat ſiſtent Men are with themſelves; and lefs Impreſlion 
nue daes any Change of Wind or Weather make upon ſuch 


diligent and wiſe Pilots. But ſtil] Infirmity prevails in 


moſt, and if ſome Pleaſure or Profit come betwixt, they 


retain ſo much Tenderneſs for themſelves, and cheir 


temporal Advantages, as to be diverted: from the fame 


vigorous Purſuit of their firſt Prize, and allow this freſh 


one a part at leaſt of their Endeayours and Delires, 


They love God, but they would love the World too 


and in this State of dividedAﬀeQions ſomewhatreſcmble | 


dhe 
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Mart ha and Mary at Bethany, John 12, g 
they might ſee and hear Jeſus, but t! 
9 Curioſity in gazing upob Lazarus 

he had raiſed from the Dead. It multe] 
reat Care and'Bufineſs' to compole this Dif 
hought, to fix your Heart to he Ph 

- Good, one End, ſo zealoutly,:” that 


farisfie 
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the Jews; whio as the Evangelift obſerves came to viſit 


not only that 
at they might 
zarus, Whom 
therefore, be your 
ion of 
rpole, toleck, one 


ce, may 


come into Competition or Partnerſhiꝑ with it; to loc 
upon every thing Which diverts you from, or cools you 
in this Purſuit, with an Eye © Contempt; ; od con» 


| ſtantly to keep your Hope and Defire and | 
are the Spring and Guide of all your Act 


8 


alone. N 


. 


The Happineſs of chem who love 


me is All ;T need add no more; the ae n- 


3 


Praiſe to me; without Thee ße it ſelf is nauſeous, 
or nothing here below 
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moſt defective in the true and heavenly Wiſdom, The 
carnal Wiſdom ends in Guilt and Death, and the world - 


ly Wiſdom purſues Vanity and empty, Pomp. But they 
who are Wiſe indeed conform themſelves to thy Exam- 
ple, by 4 Contempt of all earthly Greatneſs, and. a vi- 


orous Mortification of their ſenſual Appetites and Paſ- 
Pods 8 They aan the Shadow, and lay hold on the 
Falſhaed to 1 N and from Bo- 

WO 
in God, and find no Satisfaction in the Creatures, far- 
ther than as they promote the Honour, and ſerve the Pur- 
poſes of the great Creator. The ſoys they miniſter are 


ſubordinate and limited: Not inherent and natural, but 


by reflection only ; and every thing is eſteemed, in pra- 


portion as it rends to its Maker's Uſe and Praife. 80 


very unlike, ſo infiaitely different is the Pleaſure we 


fee] from the Creator and the Creature, from the hound 
leſs Ocean of Eternity, and the narrow Traftof Time; 


from the WW: 7s ſelt-exiſtent Light, and thoſe faint 
Beams ſhot down on things here below. _ 5 
Shine chen, O LE everlaſting ; in compariſon 


whereof all created Lights are bur à leſs degree of 


Darkneſs: Conyey thy {elf into my benighted Soul, 


purge antl diſpel the Clouds of Error there, puriſie my 


b Affections, cheer my Sadneſs, enliven my ftopid 


ind and all its Faculties; that I may rejoyce, and tri- 


umph, and bask ig thy bright Beams. Gh when will 


that happy, that long - Wiſh'd for Hour approach, when 
I ſhall be | p 5 


till that bleſs'd Time, my Joys mult be imperfect. I feel, 
alaſs! Tfeel and lament in my ſelf ſome Remains of the 
od Man ſtil: Scourged he is, but not entirely” cruci- 
hed; wounded and bruiſed, but not quite dead. My 
Fleſh, in Jelpt ht ot all my painful Labo | 

to luſt againſt the Spirit; and a domeſtick War diftratts 
and breaks the Peace and good .Goyernment of my 
Mind: This cannot exerciſe its juſt Dominion without 
perpetual Broils and tumultuous Iuſurrections. But, O 
thou who ruleſt the Raging of the Sea, and ſlilleft the 
Waves thereof, when they ariſe, come ſpeedily to my Aſ- 


liſtance, and quell the Storm. Scatter my Enemies that 


delight in Blood, and beat them down, O Lord, my De- 


ted with thy Luftre, and ſatisfied with thy = 
Preſence, and my (200 be my All in all! For fareT amy, 
1 


urs, continues. 
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fence, Palm 66. Exert thy mighty Power, and get thee 


Honour by this Conqueſt, for thon, O Lord, my God, 


nt my only pe wen Helper) eee 


_ This Life @ State ef cont ir. ual Temp. tp n. 5 
cin Do not ſuppoſe; my Son, rhatin;this World 
tbou ever can'ſt be in a condition of abſo- 
Fite Safety ; Dangers and Enemies await thee every- 
 Whete ; Violence and Stratagems are perpetually. em- 


ployed tor thy Ruit; and therefore the Weapons of 


thy Spiritual Warfare mult nor be laid alide, for uſeful 
they are, and always neceflary, during this State of 
Mortality. Cover thy fl then with the Shield of Wil⸗ 
dom, and Faith; for if thou expoſe thy Perſon without 
this Defence, the fiery Dai ts of the Wicked will quickly 
all and wound'thee., And if Dexterity, and Diligence 
in the Ule of thy Arms, be not animated by a Mind fix- 
ed entirely upon me, anda vigorous Reſolution of En- 
during the worſt that can happen for my Sake; the En- 
gagement will be found too Hot, and that Crown of the 
Bleſled, which is the Reward of Perſeverance,” can ne- 
ver belong to thee, Call up thy Courage then, and ex- 
ert thy utmoſt Strength, as occaſions of Combat (hall 
offer. For to Him that overrometh will I gipe the hid- 
den Mana, Rev. 2. but Miſery and utter Peſtruction 
is the Portion of faint- hearted and feeble, flothful and 
lleepy Soldiers. n 
- If then theſe are the Conditions of thy Obedience and 
Reward, think how abfurd it is for Them, 1 
their EKaſe here, to expect Peace and Happineſs hereat- 
ter. In one of the to States Enduring muſt be thy 
Lot; and therefbre tough Patience, and not ſoft Repoſe, 
is what thou ſhould'ſt labour for at preſent: For Reſt 
and undiſturbed Content have now no place on Earth, 
nor can the greateſt Affluence of worldly Good procure 
them; but their dwelling is in Heaven only, and 2 
are peculiar to the Love and Fruition of God alone. In 
obedience to his Will, you ſhould contentedly undergo 
Labour and Toil, Tryals and Troubles, Diſtreſsand An- 


guiſh of Heart, Poverty and Want, Infirmities and 
Diſeaſes, Injuries and Affronts, Scandal and 9 k 
C- L : p 
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Diſparagement and Diſgrace, Puniſhment and Torture. 
Theſe. whet and brighten. + Chriſtian's Virtue, exerciſe 
and diſtingniſh him. Theſe: Thorns. are woven into 
Wreaths of Glory; and to ſuch faithful Servants I repay 
for the ir ſnort Hardſhip and endleſs Recompence, and 
for the Shams Wien is preſently, forgotten, Laurels 
that never fade, Crowns always biight, and Honours 
firm and immortal as mj oðrn- i 
Theſe are thz Difficultics of the preſent State, which 
Men are to he upon their Guard againſt from without. 
But, alas! they mult not hope always to enjoy Peace 
and Satisfaction within. No, Even dhe Saints of old, 
whoſe purer Innocence and eminent Virtues. might bet. 
ter entitle them to this Tranquility, yet often found 
ogeaſion to complain, That their Heart was di ſquieteu, 
their Sp . olate, aud an horrible Dread overwhelm- 
ed them, Plalm'5 5. 143. Doubts and Scruples, Tempta - 
tions and Fears, and cutting Perplexities of Heart are 
frequently the Lot of the molt excellent Perſons.” But in 
all 1 the Good behave themſelves wich 
Meekneſs and Patience; repoſing their Confidence in 
God, and humbly diftruſting, themſelves, but ſupport- 
ed, with the Hopes of Divine Grace and Favour, to 
comfort and aſſiſt them; and with the Cogſideration, 
that the Sufferings #f this preſent time ane not wort hy to 
be compared wii h the Glory, that ſhall be revealed. in 
them. This was the Caſe ot thole gloriſied Saints Who 
are thy Patterns; and what pretencs canſt thou have, to 
hope for that Joy in preſent, which they Waited l 
for, and purchaſed at the Expence of fore Paigs and 
many Tears, and Great Difficulties and thought them- 
ſelres well paid even thus? Wait then thy Maſter's lei- 
ſure, quit thy {cif Fee Impatience and Di- 


are eee e Works 5. eee 
* 2 out Perſon, ife, All, for the Service. and Glory 


; and douht not but I Will one Day abundantly 
reward, and ig the mean time wik ſtand by rhee, to 
ſuſtain and deliver*chee! in every Danger aud Cala- 
r 50 gy NOS | 
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thy onl b to approve thy felf ro Him 
this. is done, a Man ſhouldnot' much ve T egard vi What the 
World thinks of him, nor fear the Cen of others, 
While. his own Conſdience bears N of his 29 55 
and Iunecence. To be ill thought of is ſometimes for 
thy Good; it confirms thee to the Image of thy Saviour, 
and if thy Souf like His be meek and 13 ＋7 if chou 
ſeek not thy own. Glory, but His that 4 55 n Wo. 
AﬀiiZtion, will not be very grievous to 
Opinions of Men are as many and'as different Archer gy 
Perſons ; The greateſt Diligence and moſt 'pruderit Con- 
duct can er leaſe them all. And therefore even 
St. Paul Büchl, 1 Cor. 9. than whom none ever Ja- 
doured more to recommend his Actions to the good Ac- 
cap Fane of the World, He who became all things t all 
yet touud it neceſſar 1 to appeal to a hi met, Courr, 
declared it a mall t ing with him'to he judged 105 | 
Mons Jadgenent, 1 Cor. 4 He did his urmoſt: 10 promote 
the Intereſt and Salvation of Others, but even the utmoſt 
he could do was not ſufficient to sKreen' him from the 
wrongful Cenſures, and perverſe Miſconltruttions” of 
Men. And therefore he removed his Cauſe, an efcr- 
red the whole Matter to that God who Knew his Inre 
gr ity ; anddetended himſelf againſt the Cahinh 885 
e of licentious Tongucs, with great 5 
invincible Patience. Sonictimes he Deu and 
heir Slanders by; in ſrlence; At other times he . 
ted his own Innocence, and feproyed the unreaſonable 
Malice of his Accuſers; not ſo much in tenderneſs to 
Bis own Honour, as to prevent any Offence which might 
de taken from his tor bearing to do ſo;-andileſt the Weak 
and Ignorant ſhould conclude, that to obſrinate a Si- 
lence Was an Argument gf his Guilr. | 
But M hat is there ſo terrible in the Condemnation of 
Man? For what indeed is Man? He lives and fiou- 
niſhese9: Day, but, to Merrow he is gon, and his Place 
ball know tim no mere. Ftar God then, Jag bis 
22 
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Book III. of | ESUSCHRIST. 199. 
judgment; for this is Omniſcient and Everlaſting; and 
the more thou feareſt him, the leſs chou wilt be afraid 
of any but Him. Conſider well, what Hurt can come 

to thee by injurious and reproachfub Treatment. Alas! 
they whoaccuſe and blackenthee wrongfully, are much 
the greateſt Sufferers hy their own Malice and Injuſtice. 
Their Sander and Dettaction can have no influence, can 
make no impreſſion, upon the Righteous Judge above. 

None to thy Prejudice, but a fad and fatal one to their 
own ; for they, e een Who hath 
declared that they who judge ſhall be judged, that they 

ball have 77 wg without Mercy who ſbem 10 Merch, 
Matth. 7. and that t he ſame Meaſure they meet to Others . 

he will meaſure-to them again, 1 Pet. 4. Keep God 
then always in thy Mind, and let go Quarrel and Con- 
tention, nor embroil thy ſelf in Troubles and Differen- 
ces, by being over ſollicitous in thy own Defence. 
thou at pre 1 N 4 oppreſs d with Difgrace and 

il Reports, Which thouhaſt not deſerved; bear thy 

Burden, contented]y + Blemiſh not thy Innocence by tod 

deep Reſemment; nar take off from the Brightneſs of 

thy Crown hy Anger and Impatience, and Eagerneſß to 

Right thy felt. Reflect on Me, who once endured ſuch 

Conrradiction of obftinate and implacable Sinners; and 

am now ſet down at the right Hand of the Throne of 

God, Heb. 12. 1,00k. up to Heaven, and remember, there 

is One, Who can make thy Innocence 2 clear as the 

Light, and thy Rightecuſneſs | ſhine like the Sun at 

Noon day, fal. 33. One, who. will confider, nor only 

thy Intemy and Wioag, but thy Manner of Hearing it; 

and the mor mee k, more injured thou haſt been, the 
kinder and more bountitul e thou ſhalt be ſure 
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4 Chriſtin wuſl devote himſelf entirely ta. God before. 
he tare be happy.. : 5 


5755 


brit.] I. Ofe thy Life and thou ſhalt find it, forſake 

I EL : 22 thou ſhalt pottets Me; eſteem 
and haue nothing, and thou ſhalt enjoy all things. For 1 
wilt xecon pence thee with greater Freafures, and infi- 
nirely increaſe thy Store, when thou haſt made er in- 
to m Hands all that thou haſt and art. Diſ⸗ 
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1796 Ot the Juutation Book III. 
Diſciple,] How often, Lord, muſt I repeat chis Gift, 


and what are the, Inſtances, wherein I mult forſake my 
G l All Times, my Ses, are falotable ; and 
every every Accident af thy Life, furniſhes a 
2 1 — Drone Ln art [ 4215 r it 
no Reſerves, but expect thee. ſtript and no- 
thing left which I have not a Title 0 25 | 


thou be mine, and I thine, except thy own Will be re. 


the more full and expreſs, the more frank and ſincere 


cho art init, the more favourable will be my Aecey- 


tance, and the more valuable Conſideration-ſhale thou 
regeie. Some indeed there are who pretend to give 
themſelves ; but the Conveyance is fo. clogged. with 
Proyiſo's, and Limitations, that the Title they make is 


Worth nothing. They truſt thernſelves to God by halves, 


and are for making their beſt of the World at the ſame 
time. Others again do this without Exceptions, but 
then in Difficulties and Temptations they repent. of their 
Bargain, and revoke the Grant. Theſe Men make no 
conſiderable Improvement in Virtue, nor do they tate 
the e Piety; which conſiſt. in a Mind at large 
fromthe World, and the Friendſhip and familiar Con- 
verlation with God. But ſuch Spiritual Advantages can- 
not in the nature of the thing be imparted to any, whoſe 

ſections are not entirely agrecable and infeparably u- 
nited to mine; and this requires the total Reſignation 
of a Man's ſelf, and the daily Offering of his whole Spi- 
vit and Soul and Body, a boly lively and reaſonable Sa- 
erifice unto me. I have often ſaid it, and now repeat it 
once more; That He who, would receive All;muſy it ex- 
change, give All. Do not then expeR, or call in, any 
thing again, but give freely and cheerfully, and depend 
foley upon Me, without Doubts or Demurrs. Me. thou 
ſhalt have in return, and with me perfect Freedom and 
fayving Knowledge. Prevail with thy ſelf to "as ap all 
without Intent ox Power of Reyocation; and pray ear. 


neſtly, that thou may'ſt gladly follow Chritt, in all, Eis 


Sufferings and loweſt State; and thou may'ſt renounce 
all Property, and throw thy ſelf naked into his Embra- 


ces 
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ces: That thou may*ft tis to the World at preſent, ar 
by lo doing live to Me for ever. When rhisis done, | 
vain Imagiparions : will be baniſhed; Luſt will differb ; 
thee no more, nor. Paffions 5 755 nor anxious Cates per 

plex thee; Exceffive Fears will run and Ride their Head: | 


ſnordinateDefires will ficken at d die; Sorrow and Bil- 


* et find no place; 1985 1 e try, pet can 
ee 1 ti r , e 


How beide, 9 5 in be l PE q 


Chyt Gre, my Son, to take good eed,. chat Bu 
65 BE Gneſs and Care never get Wichin thee, but 
whatever, den they my lay upon by eds, 
and outward, Attendance, yet keep: thy Mind always at 
its oN eh Do bulineſs, bur be not a Slavesoit 1 
and remember t y Prerogative is to govern; and not te 
ſerve, the things of the World: Thou art a Hebrew 


the Spiritual Seed of Abraham, aſſert thy native Liberty: g 


But why do I call 1 2 Freeborn Son of 1 e 
Thov art a great dęal more, tran a ated out of Bondage 
into the zlortous Liberty of the Sons of 7 God, partake 0 
we 6 with the Saints in Light, Goloſt 1. Such 
{ich Hopes, ſuch « Condition ſhould'raiſe an 
enable thy- Se tlample upen the preſeut, and graſp 
at nothing Teſs than Eternity; Caſt only now and then 
a nu | Glance upon this World, 2s a thin pg. by ths 
12 but keep thy Eye immovably and direMy 565. 
eaven, as hy ure Proſpect, thy main Concern, It 
will ill become thy Quality to dwell.opon T. ifles, or 
ſubje& thy ſelf. to things temporal: "Theſe thou mult 
make bend to thy Pleaſure, ſubmir and ſerve thy Occa- 
ſions. For ſo cheir great Creator intended they ſhould, 
who is the Author and Lover of Order, and would hay 
ny Work of his contained within its proper Poſt 7 
tion. 

If thou at any time art intangled in Difficulties, BY 
not upon Humane Prudence, nor truſt the falfe Repre- 
ſentations, N 7 Which thy Senſes,” and worldly Affe 
ions, or the miſtaken judgment of others ſo * 
would impoſe upon thee. But remember 2 I id 
with Him into the Tabermcte to ask Counſel of t we 


178 Mek the Imitation Bock III. 
God, Exod. 33. There thou ſhalt. often meet a proper 
Anſwer, have many Thoughts ſeaſonably ſuggeſted to 
thy Mind, and return wiſer, both for this and the next 
World, than thou wert before. For Mgſes atways took 
_ this Courſe in doubtful Caſes and important Exigences, 

He made Prayer his Weapon und Refuge,” by it Re van. 
quiſhed many Dangers, the Malie of Eugmies and 
wicked Men, eſcaped and derected their deviliſhDeſigns, 
and retorted the Miſchiefs they intended, back upon 
their own Heads. Now what that Tabernacle was to 
Him, thy Cloſet and thy Conſcience are to Thee. Neg. 
le not then by any means to conſult this Oracle, and 
implore the Directions and Aſſiſtances of Divine Grace. 
For the ill eonſequences of acting upon thy own Head, 
without theſe Precautions; / are intimated to thee by 
that Iaſtance of Joſbum and the Hyaelites, Joſh: 9. Who 
are expreſly ſaid to have been deceived by theG7heon7t er, 
to their great Prejudice; becauſe they gave too calic 
Credit to their flatrering fair Pretences, and engaged in 
a League without firit enquiring of the Lord, 


en 
Againſt too great Eagerneſs in Buſineſ s. 
Chrift.] M Son, commit thy Affairs to my Care, 
| and 1 will in due time bleſs them with a 
proper, and probtable Iſſue. But wait with Patience 
till that appointed Time of mine, and do not anticipate 
the Methods of my Providence, for I know ho to con- 
vert every Delay to thy Advantagmmeee. 
Diſciple.] Lord, I moſt willingly commit my Con- 
cerns to thy Management, for All that little I am ca 
able of is very inſigniſieant. And therefore I c inngt 
ut wiſh, that this Senſe to how little Purpoſe all my 
own Pains and Contrivances are, might tree me from 
anxious Thoughts concerning future Contingencies, and 
diſpoſe me calmly to acquieſce in thy wiſe and good 
Pleaſure. = | 
 Chrip.] Alas ! my Son, 95 


er and greedy Men covet 
they know not What. An Object at a diſtance engages 
the ir Deſires, While they ſee only the fair and glittering 
Side; but upon cloſer and more diſtinct View, Enjoy- 
ment undeceives them: And they grow ck, wo 0 


their own Deſires; for their Deſires are various and mu- 
table, and ever veering about to ſome freſh' Object. 
It is thereſoę of ſome conſequence ſor a Man to foregs 

his own Anelination, even in Matters of no great Im por - 
tance; But he who hach attained to the Faculty of doing 


| this in any Caſes whatſoever, is truly free, and prear,- 
above the Reach and Enyy of Fortune, and at the high- 
eſt pitch of Humane Perlection. Yet even xhis Man 
; will find his Vixtue called to the Teſt. Fer the old Enemy 
1 of Souls is ver framing ſome Stratagem, to undo goed 
? len; and ſies in Ambuſh Night and Day, to careh an 


Opportunity of enſnariug unwary Souls, Let then his 
. D Yours, and be not leis aſſidueus to 
5 ſave, thanche is to deſtroy, you. For this is the Purport 
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+ of thy Lord's Command; Match and Pra), that ye em. 

1 ter not iutoſdamptation, Matth. 20606. 
, : . 3 8 54 4 

» . 5% Er 175649 $74. It 2 — 134 6 1 n 

1e . e, BEL gd VERT A Wed 

0 oh bog la rg Pies e PHD 


* . Net's * N 
i | ler 1 g . ; 


Diſciple. Lora, what i Man, t hat thou art mindful 
im, or ibe Son of Man, that thou wviſs- 

teſt him? Pfal. 8. How can he deſerve to be aſſiſted 
by thy Grace; or ſucceeded by thy Favour? What Right 


8 have I, ſo vile a Wietch, much more, to complain unto 
ner my God, if he withdraw his Preſence, and leave :e to 
va my ſelf? Or if I beg and pray for Comforts, hat have 
wh to alledge in my own behalf, how? can 1 take it ill if 
i ne. reject my Petitions? This lam ſenſible is all 1ought” 
1 to think, or can pretend to fay, That I have Nothing, 
WR and am, Nothing, and in my own Nature tend to and” 
nor purſue after Vanity and Nothing. A miſerable Crea“ 
my ture, faint and "feeble, incapable ſo much as of dne 


rom god Deſire, till animated and ſtretigthned by Thee. 


and Fickle and mutable, Subject to Infirmiries innumerabſe, 
00d and perpetual Decays ; But thou, m God, art the ſame © 


T:/terday, and to Day and for ever, Heb. 13. ever happy, 
vet and juſt, and wiſe, and good, and ordering all things, 
ages tor the beſt, aſter the Counſel. of yo Divine Will. 
ering ell were it, if 1 were but equally diſpoſed ro Good 
njoy- and Evil, but the Corruption of my Nature, alas! pre- 
en of ponderates ſtrongly; to Vanity and Vice; Leafily fall 

their rom my own Stedfaſtneſs, and am carried about with 

| every 


ke 041 
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180, Oft the Jmitation - ++, Boole III. 
every-ſhifring Wind of Time; and Chance and Paſſion, 

And yet, thus weak, and veering as I am, thy help- 
ing Hand can comfort and confirm ine. Thy powertul 
Grace, without any Humane Aids, can Work Wonders 


in me ; ſtrengthen my Reſolutions, ſcatter w Fears, 
13 


and fill my Soul with Reſt and ſweet Content. If, when 
Ithirt after ry ory Degrees of Virtue and Devorion, or 
If I fly to thee for Suceour in Diſtreſs, when all other 
Succours fail me, (and all bur thine will and muſt prove 
ineffectual) if then I could but abandon all other Hopes, 
and repoſe my whole Confidenee in thee alone; then 
might F.eotertain ſome Expectations of thy Favour, and 
wait with Joy for the cheerful returns of Grace and 
Comfort from above. For all my Succeſſes are thy free 
Gift, and I my ſelf a deſpicable Wretch, not able to 
effect any good, not in a condition to merit the leaſt of 
all thy Mercies. 158 6 os ; 
Whattherefore can-Ihave to. boaſt of, who till I de- 
ſpiſe and go out of my ſelf, am not fo much as quali- 
ed to receive Aſſiſtance from Thee ? Or how can I de- 
fire the Applauſe and Admiration of Men ? What-? Shall 


I err glory of Weakneſs, and Inconſtancy, and 


othing his were a vanity beyond Example, an 
Extravagance beyond Imagination. How fooliſh and 
' abſurd, nay how hurttul and deſtructive a Vice is Am- 
bition, which, by undue Purſuit of Honour, robs us of 
true Honour, and, affecting Favour with Men, incurs 
Puniſhment and Diſpleaſure from God? For He who 
labours to pleaſehinaſelf, is ſure at the ſame time to 
offend Thee; and loſes true ſubſtantial Virtue by covet- 
ing empty Praiſe. For true Honour and Virtue conſiſts 


in Glorying, not in ourſelves, hut in Thee, O Lord; | 


in Magnitying, not our own Attainments of Pertor- 
mances, but thy free Grace; and in loving and delight- 
ing in nothing, but ſo far only as may ad Vance thy Ho- 
nour. ch a” © 
Not unto me, therefore, not unt o me, but unto thy Name 
be the Praiſe, Pſal. 115, May Men commend and extol, 
not my Works, but Thy Power, which inſpired, pro- 
duced, and perfefted them: And may this Commen- 
dation devolve fo entirely upon thy Grace, that not the 
leaſt part of it may fall upon my Concurrence with it. 
Far be it from me to arrogate any thing tomy 2 
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for while 1 rejoyce im thee, I find nothing in my ſelf to 
glory in, but Hung — And in them Lvvilf gladly 
glory, becauſe the greater my Wealtneſs is, the more 
viſible and eminent is thy Strength, which is fo conſpi- 
cuouſly perfected init. Let unbelieving Fews ſeeſ Honour 
one of another, bur I, who profeſs my ſelf one of the 
Faithful, well ſcek the Honowr which cometh from God 
only, John g. For What is all the Fame, and Reſpect, 
and Greatneſs; of this World, if ꝓut into the Balance 
with thy eternal Glory, but exquiſite Folly, deceitful 
Bubble, and altogether lighter than Vanity it ſelf? All! 
Honour therefore, and Praiſe, all Might and Majeſty be 
aſcribed to thee; O bleſſed pero my God, in Light, 
my Truth, my Succour and Defence, my Refuge and 
Comfort, for xver and ever, Amen. 

Fes: th 1 W 
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Chriſt.] IF thou ſeeſt Others grow great in Reputa- 
 _ - +”: iow” and Preferment, while Thou art over- 
looked and deſpiſed, let this, my Son, be no Concern 
to thee. Lock up to Me, and ſet thy Affections and 
Hopes in Heaven, and then the Neglect and Contempt 
ot Men will give thee little Troubſũſe. 
Diſciple.] Were it not, Lord, for the Blindneſs and 
Corruption of Nature, Which makes me fond of Va- 
nities and Joys, 1 ſhiould have juſter Norions of theſe 
Matters. For he, who rightly. underftands himſelf, can- 
not but diſcern, that it is not in the Power of any thing 
without to do him real Prejudice; and conſequently, 
that he can have no reaſonable Ground to complain, ot 
thy Providence, however it thinks fit to diſpoſe of fuck 
Matters. The Conſciouineſs of my own Sins convinces 
me, I have deſerved, that all the Creatures ſhould con- 
ſpire and make War againſt me. To Me belongs Shame 
and Confuſion, but to Thee only Honour and Praiſe is 
due. And thou haſt taught me, that to bear Contempt, 
and Hatred, and barbarous Treatment with Humility 
and Patience, is the only Method of attaining inward 
Peace, and true Satisfaction; The Virtue which muſt 
recommend me to thy Favour; the beſt Prediſpoſition 
for Light and Grace; and the ſureſt, cloſeſt Band orf 
Union with thy (elf, | CHAP. 
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Wp is not to be Had, by the Tauiur or Friendſbip 


7 


Chrift.] NE that purpoſes to be happy, by the Aﬀe- 
© © Aion or Acquaintance of the belt, the 
greateſt Man alive, will always find his Mind unſettſed 
and perplexed. For even the. L 
Mortals; and the effectual Remedy againſt immoderate 


Concern for their being taken away from thee, will be 


to court the Favour of an Eternal and Immortal Friend. 
Now the leſs Confidence any Manrepoſes in any earth] 
=omfort, ſo much the more he ingratiates himſelf with 


he riſes ia God's Eſteem. - But they Who vainly 
any thing that is good or meritorious in rhemlelves,put 
an effettual Bar to Divine Grace. For 


» 


Heart for the place of his peculiar Reſidence. Would'ſt 


Hon abandon Selt-conceir, and wean thy. Heart from all 


Tondneſs for the Creatures, it is not to be imagined What 


Comtorts, what, overflowing Joys I would infuſe into 


thy Soul. But while theſe employ thy Thoughts and 


Deſires, thou art diverted from all higher Objects, and 
dy being too intent upon his Works, loſeſt 51d forget- 
teſt the Almighty, Maker. Learn they tg ſu 


_ own Will, that thou may'ſt clearly underſtand, and rea- 


daily comply with mine. For any other Object, tho? ne- 


ver ſo trifling and inconfiderable in its own nature, yet, 


. 


» 
— 
— 


it unduly prized, and immoderately loved, corrupts the 

2 er checks its Aſpirings after the Chief, the Only 
ie EYRE. 2. 

_ Againſt vain and pompous Learning: 


. Chriſt.) DO nor, my Son, ſuppoſe, that the Excel- 


ence of a Man conſiſts in Subtilty ot Wit, 


or Quaintneſs of Expreſſion: For the Kingdom of God 

daes not lye in Elegance of Speech, or Fineneſs of Parts, 

ut in Innocence of Life end Good Works. hes mY 
| Word 


ſt and Greateſt are but 


50d. And, the better he acquaints himſelf with his 
own Vileneſs, the lefs he is in his own Eyes, the bigher 
ancy 


| This is given to 
the Humble, and the Spirit of God chuſes the contrite 


bdue thy. 
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Words be thy principal Study; for theſe awaken At* 
tention, enlighten the Underſtanding;' kindle a hol 
Teal, provoke true Contrition, and heal the Wounds 
they make, with the Spiritual Balm of Grace and Solid 
Comfort, Let not the growing Wiſer and more Learn 
ed be the End thou propoſeff to thy ſelf in Reading; 
but read, that thou 97 i be qualified to practiſe, and 
let thy Knowledge be {cen by ſubduing thy Vices and 
Paſſions. For this is Improvement indeed, and will turn 

to better Account, than the niceſt and moſt diſtinguiſh· 
io Skill, Bay the 8 1125 A 1 
that ever employed the Tongues and Pens of Wrangling 
Logicians Philoſopbers \T Divices. And-when Te a 
bal run through the Whole Compaſs of Learning, yet 
all will tüfn at laſt upon one ſingle Point ; and the Whole 
Profit of thy Pains lyes in a narrow room. 

If chou wilt ge knowing indeed, learn of Me; for I 
am the only Maſter that teach Men Knowledge; I give 
more perfect, more ſublime Underſtanding to Babes, ro 


the Humble and Sincere, than all the celebrated Sons of, | 


Art have ever been able to do: And.thoſe whom I in 
ſtruct grow truly wiſe, are preſently enlightned and re- 
fined, and by an aſtoniſhing Proficience in Virtue, out- 
ſtrip all the admired Schemes ot Morality. Moſt wretch= 
ed are thoſe va in Men, who with infinite Toil and Time, 
lay themſelyes out upon the unprofitable Curioſities of 
Humane Wiſdom, and take no Pains to inform them 
_ ſelves in their Duty to Me. The Hour, alas draws on 
apace, When their Maſter Cliriſt ſhall come with ter- 
rible Pomp, and call each Man to ſtrict Account, and 
ſound every Conſcience to the bottom. Then Hall Je- 
ruſalem be ſearched with Candles, Zeph. 1. then ſhall 
the hidden things of Darkneſs be brought to light; and © 
no Man's 9 2 or Subtlety of Arguing ſhall do him 
any Service before that Aliſeeing Judge. I raiſethe 
Meek, and Man of mean Senſe, in an inſtant, and reach. 
him at once the Grounds of Eternal Truths, better than 
a Courſe of many Years oy in laborious Study, and 
the moſt exquiſite Methods of Schools and Univerſities. 
I bring Men to right Apprehenſions of Things without 
any Noiſe of Words, without the Formality of Syſtems, 
or vain Oſtentations of .cavilling Sophiſtry, or regular” 
Diſputing. Of Me alone Men learn to deſpiſe the - 
W R 2 8 
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World, to think things preſent below their Pains and 
Care, to-love and ſeek thoſe that are heavenly and eter. 
nal; to decline Honours, to bear Injuries and Affronts, 
to truft and hope in me alone, and ro wiſh for nothing 
but my Favour, and to YET all things hut Droſs and 
Dung, ſo : hey may win wk e 
Some Diſciples of mine have made ſuch wonderful 
Inprovements under me, as even to ſpeak things above 
Humane Comprehenſion; and grow wifer in Solitude 
and Cloyſters, than any Converſation of learned Men, 
or Volumes and Libraries never fo carefully peruſed, 
could have made them. But this is not every Man's 
caſe; for I do not communicate to all alike. Some I 
inſtruct in common Matters, others in abſtruſe and pe- 
culiar Notions; And as the Meaſure and Quality of 
the Matter. ſo the Manner of Imparting it, is very diffe- 
rent. To ſome I ſhew my ſelf in Figures and Parables, 
Dreams and myſtick Repreſentations; to Others I re- 
veal the moſt * 3 1 Secrets in the moſt clear intelli- 
gible Method. Books 1757 alike to all, but all are not 
ge 8 to be taught ad o 
ead Letters preſeſted to the out ward Senſes, perform 
my Buſineſs within. I fill the Mind with Truth, fute 
my ſelf to each Man's Genius and Capacity, ſearch 
every Corner of the Heart, underſtand their moſt re- 
tired Thoughts, inſpire good Deſires, promote and finiſh 
thoſe Deſires by bringing them to Afton, and deal 
to every one the various Gifts of my Spirit, in ſuch 
RAR and proportions, as I ſee moſt uſeful and ſeaſon 
able. „ 


- 


of Meaaling with the World, as little as may be. 


Chriſt, IN many. things, my Son, content thy {elf 
9 1 with r chooſe 3 as 
a Man dead, while among the Living; One, whoſe 
Thouahts and Affections are crucified to all the World ; 
and all the World to Them. Many things are to be 
overlook d, as if you ſaw them not: Thy Mind drawn 
off from the diſtracting Variety of Objects, and faſten- 
2d cloſe down to the things that make for thy Peace 
and Salvation. In controverted Points,, tis generally 


y them alike. But I, inſtead of 
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much better to content oneꝰs ſelf with avoiding errone- 
ous Opinions and their yiciousConſequences, and leave 
others to abound in their own Senſe, (Where their 
Difference from thee does not apparently hazard their 
ö Souls, ) than to engage in hot Diſputes, and ſpend thy 
precious Hours in Wrangling and fierce Contention. 
And even in Diſputes, not to be Hot and Pertinacious ; 
for if God ' arid Truth be on thy fide, and thou cant 
with Comfort and appeal to thy Judge above, thy Con- 
ie e ee e 
W. | r a 
© D:ſtiple.] Alas! Lord, what à wretched Caſe is this 
World in? How diſtant from this meek, and abſtracted 
Temper of Mind! Trifling Loſs is ſeriouſly lamented. 
A lende fordid Gain engages Mens Time, and Labour, 
and Thoughts. The Day is too ſhort for their vigo- 
rous Purſuits, and anxious Cares break their Sleep ; 
while all their Spiritual Concerns lye neglected and for 
gotten. Their Diligence and Study is determined to 
Matters of ſmall or no Importance; and the One thing 
Necefſary is laid afide, as it it were not worth a angle 
Thought, So vain is Man, ſo totally immers'd in ſen- 
ible Objects and worldly Cares; and fo contentedly 
does he periſh in Vanity and Vexation, unleſs rhyGrace ' 
make him wiſer, and raiſe his Mind to better and cerer- © 
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Diciple.] Tort, be thou my Help in Trouble, for vain * 
he helpof Man, Pal. 108, How often 
have T faiPd of Suceour, and true Friendſhip where 1 
had moſt Reaſon to expect it? How often found ir, whers 
I entertained no ſuch ExpeCtations ?>"So vain atid un- 
certain is all Truſt in Man, ſo entirely does the Safety 
of Good Men depend upon thee alone. Bleſſed theres 
fore, and for ever admired, be that good Probidengs 
W bra, and diſpoſes any Evens, 25 thy, Irpageng | 
Hekle, thy ignorant and" filly, thy deceictut add de: 
erke Grchlufes eren 8 Sh n 
_ Whoamongall the Sons of Men ever behaved himſelf 
v1h ſo prudent Care, and * Circumipettion, as net 
25 \ 3 | me- 


abrlety, s in 
Meh” Honely.and a good Conſcience, is leſs r to 
uing Men: 


18 
| n, yet is his De- 
ane generally more ſpeedy and effectual, and his 


ing; for thou, Lord; never forſakeſt rhoſe uttèrly, WhO 
put their Truſt in Thee. A faithful Friend, and ſuch 
as will ſtand by us in Adverſity and Want, is exceeding 
hard to be found; but Thou art always the ſame, and 
no Change of Circumſtances can change Thee, or abate 
thy Affection. . the Soul that is built upon the 
Rock, Chriſt; Were this my Caſe, the Fear of che Ma- 
licious would not diſtract, nor the Calumnies of the En- 
vious diſturb me. e ee eee 
But who can forefee all future Inconveniences, or pre- 
vent all that he may foreſee? And if the Ills we are a- 
ware of, and provide againſt, are ſo grievous to be born; 
how much more heavy will be thoſe Wounds, whole 
Smart and Terrour are doubled by Surprife ? We often- 
blame our ſelves for not being wiſer, and have reaſon to 
condemn our too eaſie Credulity; that eſpecially, Which 
1 the Flatteries and Commendations ot 
Men, and relies upon their mighty Profeſſions of Friend- 
{hip and Eſteem. For, rhoygh they call and think us 
2 yet we 3 con 9 to —.— 
at we are got berter than Men rail and wretched Men. 
om rere ſhah bes Fr indeed'bur Thee 
Þ Lord?For thou art Truth it ſelf, incapable of deeciving 
or of being deceived, But as for Nen, they are all 
Lyars, weak and inconſtant, frail . treacheraus, 
Pſal. 116. Efpecially in What they f Y ſo exceeding 
fabulous and vain, that it is a Point of, Prudence to ſu- 
end our Faith, and thou | W taught 85 to be- 
Ware of their falſe Inſinuations, Thou haſt: forewarn- 
eckus of their Treackery and Malice, told us, that 2 
Man's Enemies ſhell be thoſe of his own Nindrea and 
Mouftiould , and that when Men Jay, Lo, Chriſt is here; 
n La, he ia there, we ought net tobelievethem, W 
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The Truth of theſe Predictions I have learnt by fad 


N . Diane . 4 nee 
* fare, (ſays one ) ou keep this private Whichitell 
you; and yet that very Man in the next Company di- 
vulges what he had imparted juſt before, under the 
Seal of Secreſie. From ſuch unſincere Dealers aa theſe 
beg to be delievered, and from their treacherous Ways, 
that I may nei ther come within their power: of betray- 
ing and abuſing my Confidence; nor injure any who 
repoſe the like in me. Make me then, Lord, a rigid 
Obſerver of Truth, and xeligiouſly firm to my Ward, 
for hat Lcanno t but reſent, when done to Me, ĩt neuer 
can become me to put upon any other Perſon. Silenee 
indeed, and forbearing to concern oneꝭs ſelf in the At- 
fairs of our Neighbours, 1s nor only 2 Virtue, but 2 
Convenience and Benefit. Caution in Crediting,. Re- 
ſerve in Speaking, and Revealing onels ſelf to ve ew, | 
are the beſt Securities both of Peace and a gaod Hader = 
| ſtanding with-the World, and of the inward Peage:of * 
| our own Minds. Endeavourigg to a ppreot nor glue es F 
; to the Knower and-Searcher of-Hearis,and.,not-{uffering 
erery Blaſt of idle Ræport or empty Proſfeſſion to carry 
us about, but guarding our Converſation caceſully. ana 
labouring to conform every Thaught, Word, and Adios, 
to the Divine Will; Theſe ase a gaod Mans Safery, 
and Satisfaction, and: Wiſdom. How fure and galm 2 
Retreat doss chat Man make, ho chooles to preſerve 
thy Favohr, by making en Eſcape from Pomp and 
Noiſe; preferring thy Approbation before the loadeſt 
Fame and Applahſe ;, and wt ingly Mandoning theſa 
painted Follies; Whoſe glittering Outhges. impoſe upon 
our Senſes? Who prefers contrite Sorrow, ſevere Vir- 
tue, and ſolitary Devotion, betont the Mowy Pleaſures 


TT ot the World; or that empty ;& miration which Am- 
98 bition and Vain- glory affect. Praiſe is indeed che Conſe- 
I quence and Encouragement ot Virtue, but it is ſome- 
e. times ſo unſeaſonably applied, as to become its Bane. 
4 and Corruption g. For the whole,Lite of Man: is one 


continted Temptation, and we have a ſubtle Adverſary . 
to deal with, who-flips no Denman of undoing : us. 
Our Praiſes he impreves to his own, Parpoſes, — — Y 
ing us up With:them-into-Pcide and Self-conceic., And 

| many 
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many Souls have periſhed by that Virtue, publiſhed and 3 
celebrated, which, if unknown and unobſerved, had ſe 
come to mighty Perfection, and been infinitely Happy C 
by the advantage of Secrecy aud Silence. |, + 1 

N fie 37 W T te | 4 2 "7 
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Of Truſting in God, when Men ſpeak Ill of ur. = 
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_ Ehrift.] STand faſt, my Sen, and be not terrified wich are 

iet the Shock of Calumny and Reproach, but Go 
let me be thy Refuge and ſure Confidence. Alas! What Go 
are Words but empty Sounds, that break and ſcatter in is 4 

the Air, and make no real Impreſſion ? If net Report lay 
alone, but thy own Conſcience too reproack thee; be- No 
wail thy Guiit, and reform what hath been amiſs. But and 
if upon Examination thou find no Ground of accuſing Car 
thy ſelf, ſtrengthen thy Mind in Innocence: Look upon ier 
this wrongful Judgment, as a Suffering for God's fake, ] 
and bear it accordingly with Patience and Contented- thin 
neſs. He expects that thou ſbonid ſt ewen reſiſt unto Blooa, Wre 
when called to it, Heb. 12. But how will the Man be Wre 
able to endure Wounds and Blows; Who is not yet a Mea 

Match for Words and Affronts? Enquire à little into Iſh; 

the true Grounds of ſuch Impatience, and thou ſhalt the 
find ita Symptom of a Soul fick and indiſpoſed. For here 

how can it be otherwiſe accounted for, than, that thou mea 
art yet Carnal, and retaineſt a greater Regard for the ſent 
Opinion of Men, than can be well conſiſtent with a And 
Perſon, who hath renounced the World, and profeſſes men 
to dedicate himſelf entirely to God? 'Whence is Reproof Sente 
ſo grating, and uneaſie? Whence that ſolieitous Care Few 
to contrive Excuſes? Whence that forward Zeal in thy Proy: 
own Vindication, if not from a Dread and Abhorrence ot and t 


that Contempt, to whichthyſuppoſedMiſcarriages would WWF thing 
expole thee? Fondneſs of Honour and Reputation lyes at be, m 


the bottom, and an inordinate Deſire to recommend thy hehe 
ſelf ro Man's Eſteem. Which ſhews thou art not yet them 
fo humble, ſo reſigned, but that a Principle of Vanity A 
lurks {till within ; nor is the World yet dead to Thee, and |; 

or Thou ro the World m dran diſreg 


Attend diligently to my Toſtrudtions and the Cenſures in for 
of ten thouſand Men will not be able to diſturb thee, ing tl 


Let them procoed in their Envy and Malice; and _— 1 
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hs Name after the moſt ſpightful manner, that Hell it 
ſelf can practiſe or invent, yet what art thou theworſe ? 
Can all this change thy Perſon ? Or hath thy Head one 
Hair the leſs for it? Do but compoſe thy Mind; and re- 
ſolve to deſpiſe it, and all blows over. Theſe Scandals 
vaniſn and fly —— ge the Sun, and are 
neither more nor leſs than what Reſentment — 
them. To be provoked with every ſſanderous Word 
argues a littlenefs of Soul, a want of due R for 
God ; But the brave generous Mind, whoſe All is in 
God, and who refers himſelf entirely to his judgment 
is above the Ferrours and — — of Men, and 
lays no ſtreſs upon their Notions of Things. For their 
Notions are frequently Raſh and falſe, they ſeldom do; 
and ſometiĩmes cannot, enter into the real Merits ot the 
Cauſe; but to Me all Hearts are open, and from my 
iercing Eyes no Secrets are hid. I know diſtinctly, 
h in what Manner, and with What Intention every 
thiog is done. The Perſon who receives, and does; the 
Wrong, are both under my Cognizance; and even the 
Wrong it ſelf is done by my Permiſſion; that by this 


Means the Thoughts of many Hearts may be revealed. 


I ſhall not fail to make a juſt and clear Peciſion between 
the Guilty and the Innocent; and calh both to account 
hereafter; However I may think fir to try them in the 


mean Ne thoſe things in the dark at pre- 


{ent which then fhall be notorious to all the World. 
And what Miſtakes ſoever may prevail now, my Judg- 
ment will be according to Equity and Truth, and my 
Sentence, once pronounced, can never be revers'd. 
Few indeed are capable of diſcerning the Juſtice of 4 : 
Providence, in ſuffering Innocent Men to be traduced, 
and their honeſt Actions miſunderſtood, But I do no- 
thing without wiſe Reaſons, and neither am, nor can 


be, miſtaken in my Methods, how-much-ſoeverſhort- 
— and — derate Men are confounded about 
them. | | 


Appeal then in alltheſe Caſes to My Determination, 
and let thy Matters reſt ſo fully there, as not only to 
diſregard what others think — thee, but even 
in ſome meaſure to diſtruſt thy own Judgment concern- 
ng thy ſelf. Conſider that I think many things fit ſor 
my Servants, which they can by no means imagine 
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convenient for themſelves, TRHis very Reflection pre- 
ſerves a Good Man's Temper, in every Accident of Life; 
becauſe he knows that every Accident falls out thus by 
my Direction. This buoys his Spirits up, againſt the 
Inſults and Injuries of Calumny and Detraction; and 
keeps them from ſwelling into Pride and · immodłrate 
Joy, when his Innocence is cleared, and his V irtue com- 
mended. He knows, that God ſees not as Man fees, 
for Man judges accord ing to outward and fallible Ap- 
pearances, but God ſearches the Reins and the Heart, 
and judges righteous judgment. 
_ Diſciple. ] G Lord, theu righteous Fudge, ſtrang and 
patient, who underſtandeſt the Frailty, and the Wicked- 
neſs of Men, be thou my ſtrong Rock, my Fruſt and 
Defence, Pſalm). For even in my on Conſcience 
I dare not he too conſident; ſince many things, hicl 
to me are either unknown or - forgotten, tliou haſta 
perfect Knowledge and exact Remembrance of. 1 
onght therefore in all Repoofs and Reproaches to ſub- 
mit with Patience, even though wy Heart, condemn me 
not, becauſe thou, who permitteſt theſe things, art 
8 than my Heart, and ſnomeſt all things, 1 John 3. 
hus Reaſon and Religion both convince me I ought 
to behave my ſelf; but if at any time Paſſion and Frail- 
have exceeded in too nice and tender adenſe of theſe 
hings, pardon, I beſeech thee, what is paſt, and en- 
able me to be more reſignedꝭ for the time to come. 
Thy Mercy alone will availl me more than all my la- 
boured Excuſesy and Pardon is What Irather chooſe, 
than the moſt confident Teſtimony of my own Con- 
ſeience. For though I ſbould know: not hing by my ſelf, 
yet am 1 not hereby juſti ſied; For he that judgeth me. 
is the Lord, 1 Cor. 4. The Lord, who will one Dry 
bring to light the hidden things of Diſbuneſty, even thoſe 
which have eſcaped the Commitrer's: own. Obſer vation. 
And therefore if thou, Lord, ſhould” ſt be extream to marſ 
what is done amiſs, Palm 130. 3. 70 Fleſh living could 


be juſtified in thy fight, Palm 143. 2. 
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Chriſt.] LET not, my Son, thy Labours or Sufferings 
for Me, and thy Duty, or any other ſort of 
Hardſhip or Tribulation in this World, fo far damp 
thy Courage; but that my Promiſe till ſhould be a 
ſure Anchor. hold of Hope, and this Refſection ever 
miniſter Comfort, that I am able to recompence thee, 
not only beyond what is reaſonable to expect, but even 
poſſible for thee to wiſh or imagine. Thy Foils will not 
continue very long, nor will thy Pain and Trouble al- 
ways torment thee. Wait but a little longer, and look 
forward, and ſee how glorious a Proſpect opens it felt; 
How ſwiftly: the End of all thy Sufferings approaches; 
and how ſuddenly Sorrow) and Tumult vaniſh ' away. 
Even Timeir ſelf is not of everlaſting continuance ; but 
that which is bounded within ſo very nat row a Space, as 
this ſhort: Span of Life, cannot in any fair Computation 
de counted long, or great. Proceed then in thy Duty 
with Vigour and undaunted Reſolution; ply thy Work © 
hard in my Vineyard, and fill the Station I have ap- 
pointed thee to; Thy Wages are certain and valu- 
able, for I my (elf will be thy exceeding great Reward, 

Gen- 1963730 METRE 5 84 I . 


bperliſdin Writing, in Reading, in Singing my Praj-! 


ſes, in Lamenting thy on Sins, in ſilent Meditation, 
in devout Prayer, in Fortitude and Patience: For the 
things prepared tor them that love God are rich 
worth theſe and greater Conflicts; All thou muſt do, 
all thou canſt ſuffer, are in no degree worthy to be 
compared to them. The Day is coming, and fix d in 
my unalterable Deeree, adorned with the Triumphs of 
ſoy and Peace; That mighty Revolution, when theſe 
a;tervate Sneceſſions of Day and Night {hall ceaſe; and 
cverlaſting uninterrupted Light fhall ſhine for ever; 
there (hall be Luſtre infinite, Satisfactions unbroken, 


unconceivable, Reſt crernal, and above the Power of” 


any future Danger. There ſhall be then no place leit 
tor that melancholy Wiſh; O that t hau would ſt deli mer 
ne from the Body of this Death, Rom. 7. no occaon 
lor that Complaint, Wo is me, that 1 am * » 
| wel 
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Awell with Meſech, and io dave my Habitation in this 
barren Wilderneſs, Pfal. 120. For even the laſt Enemy 
ſhall be ſabducd, and Death it ſolf deftroyed, 1 Cor. ix. 
Salvation then and Life ſhall reign for ever; Sorrow 
and Anguiſh, Sighs and Tears fall flee away; a Crown 


of Rejoyecing put upon every Head, and thou fiaſt be 


happy in the ſweet Society f Saints and els; t he 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, and the Aſſembly of 
» M26 ># | 


- 


1 erde — — M LF 
O] could thou no but ſes the Heavens open 
with the ken of mortal Eye behoſd the bright and ever- 


laſting Crowns of my Choſen! Were thy Heart large 


enough to admit à juſt Idea of Their Trophies and 
Glories, Whom once the World deſpiied, and thought 
not worthy to live upon the Earth.; chou then uld ſt 
gladly embrace their Suffer ings and Reproaches aban- 
don all thy vain Deſires of Woridly Greatneſs ; and diſ- 
dain the periſhing Pleaſures: of the preſent Life. Hu- 
mility and Patience would then appear in all their 
native Beauties; and even Affliction and Ignominy 
diſplay ſuch Charms, as muſt attract thy Love, and 
make thee eſteem the Reproaches of Chriſt greater 
Treaſures and Gain, than all the Majeſty and Honour 
and "ou eee Reputation that a Mortal State is 
Tapable OT, 714 tn! 4b #5 1 n 
trend then ſeriouſly.to theſe important Truths, for 
They, it conſidered and believedin good earneſt, will 
flop thy Mouth, and effectually ſilence all thy Com- 
plaints. For ſure the Sufferingsof a Moment rannot be 
thought too dear a Price for 15 
change. Surely the Kingdom ot God is no trifling Con- 
cern; And when the Joh 
thee, Nothing can be too much to prevent that Loſs; 
Nothing a hard Bargain for that infinite Advantage. 
Grovel then upon the Earth no longer, but ſtand erect, 
and lift thy Eyes and Heart to Heaven. See there the 
bleſſed Effects, the migtity Succeſs of all rhoſe ſharp 
Conflicts, which my Saints, while in the Body under- 
went; the End of, all their Tryals, and Adverſities, 
their painful Severities and pious — Theſe mor- 


tified, afflicted Men, once reputed the Filth of the Morla, 
and the Off ſcouring of all Things, 1 Cor. 4. the com · 
mon Mark of Inſolence and Malice, are now in per 
| | \ Toy; 
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y; their Sorrows ſwallowed up [ig tranſporting Bli 
10 25 5 their Dangers — 1 — N 
their Labours into Eaſe and ſweer Repoſe; their Perſe- 
cutions, and wrongful. Accufarions Key re the Bar of 

Men, into Thrones of Glory, where they fit and dale 
the World, and live, and rejoyce, and reign with me 
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The Joys of Eternit), and Miſeries of this preſent Life. 


Diſci ple.}O Bleſſed Manſions of the heavenly City * 
. O bright and glorious Day of eternal 
Light and Bliſs! A Day that never declines, a Sun that 
never ſets, nor is obſcured by any ſucceeding Night; 
but a State always chearful, always fix d, and ſecured 
from. Change and Sorrow, from Danger and Decay. 
How do I pant and thirſt after mi Hour, When 
this bleſſed Morning ſhall dawn and ſhed its Beams, 
and with a wondrous Luſtre put an end to all theDark- 
neſs and Miſeries of Mortality ? It does indeed already 
ſhine in the Hearts and Hopes of thoſe good Men, 
whoſe Converſation is even now in Heaven; But even 
Theirs is but à diſtant Proſpect, and ſuch as, While 
they Sojourn here, preſents t ings only in a Glaſs. The 
Citizens and the Inhabitants of thoſe bleis'd Regions 
ſee it with their naked Eye, they feel and enjoy its 
Sweetnels, and are all enlig raed With its Rays; while 
the diſtreſſed Sons of Eye endure and groan under their 
Exile, and cannot but lament the Bitrerneſs of this im- 
perfect gloomy Day, which Men on Earth call Evil. A 
Day but ſhort, wx which is worſe, difmal and un- 
comfortable. For who can worthily expreſs the Pains, 
the Perplexities of Body and Soul,which are the neceſſa, 
ry, the inſeparable Incumbrances of Man's preſent Con- 
[tion ?- A Condition wherein he is polluted with ſo 
many Sins, entangled in ſo many Difficulties, beſet with 
ſo many Misfortunes, oppreſs'd with ſo many Fears, 
diſtracted with ſo many Cares, diſturbed and diverted 
trom his main Concern by ſo many Impertinences, de- 
luded with ſo many Vanities, confounded with fo many 
Errors, waſted and worn out with ſo much Labour 
and Trouble; aſſaulted by 3 9 
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Pleaſures and tormented; with great vaticty of Neceſſi. 
- ties and Wants? „„ IO Aa IE as Ars 

O! when will there be an End of this 6 complicated 
Miſery 2 When may 1 4 N be enlarged and relcaſed 

chi 18 ts 


from this Bondage of Sin? When hall my Though 
and Defires center, and be for ever fix d, in Thee, my 
God alone? When 9 attain true ſoy in The, 
without any Allay ofibodily Suffering, without any Di. 
traction of Mind? When ſhall I reſt in firm untroubled 
Peace; Peace from Accidents and Temptations Without, 
Peace from Guilt and Miſgiving, from the Sollicitatioi 
of Luſt, and the Violence of Paffion within? When ſha 
: I ſee my Jeſus Face to Face, and contemplate * Beau- 
ties of his Kingdom and glorious Godhead? When will 
my deareſt Saviour be my All in All, and receive me 
to thoſe blisful Habĩtations, prepared for them that 
love him,” and that are loved by him, before the Foun- 
dation of the Werl! 
"Behold! Lam here Deſolate and Poor, a Stranger and 
Alone in an Enemies Country; Where Wats rage and 
never ceaſe, and terrible Diltrefſes come thick and 
: trong upon me every Day and Hour. Be thou my 
Comfort in this exiled and deſolate Condition; Aſſwage 
my Pain, and incline thy Favour to thy Servant, whole 
. parched and languiſhing Soul gaſpeth unto thee as 4 
#Þirſty Land, P{al. 143. Thou only art able to-do this; 
For, What the miſtaken World calls Comforts, are 
but ſo many freſh. Additions to my Burden, I; long 


$.4 
* 


moſt earneſtly to enjoy, but cannot yet. attain, my 
Wiſh; Fain would ['gralp, ind cling to _heayenly 
things, but am detained and faſtened down to Earth, 
by Yanities below, and unmertified Aſffections. May 
Mind Jabours to get above theſe, but even, When the 
Spirit is willing, I find the Fleſh'extreamly weak, and 
my ſenſual, prevails over my better and heavenly Incli- 
nations. x „„ IT} Hl 
Thus am I wretched Man, involved in à perpetual 
War, and live in Contradiction to my ſelf; my own 
Hindrance and Torment, moving different Ways, and 

1 Para different Ends and Pro pp at one and the 
ame time. How great is my Concern and Conflict, 
when I. ſet my Mind to Meditate and Pray, and, in the 
Alidſt of this Exerciſe, am interrupted by a Clutter 5 

| h world- 
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Go not far from ne O Ser Or neither eaſt away thy 
Servant in Dil leaſure. Scatter theſe dark and 2 * 
Clouds, which idtercept my Vim of 1 by the 
Brichtneſ f "thy Lightning; der pe then front | 
Hens Aft ont thine "rr 1 them, 
ME: eco Hett i 2 and Kater ughts 

15 me tb forget the Things 166i this: World, to 40 755 

, ama delpiſe. : and effedially drive away, all ſinful 
Imaginations. Affiſt me, b e rurh, and 
root me faſt, that no / blaſt of Vanity ey. 1h ſhake 6 0 
unſettle my; Heart. Diffuſe thy 3 y Sweetnels 
through m nd Soul, © andichafe away all nauſeous,; unſa - 
2 75 impure Affeckions, for theſe cannot land 


4 wth: Gedreft Lord, Ang 7e thy Compatii ion 
upon thy ene and im'thy⸗ Mercy impute Yee 5 
me, my man ing £ Thoughts in * Prayer. | 
there, I muſt 16-5 my Diſtractions are great AN” 
ircquenny and T'am often leaft of all in that Place, 
N here T- tand 6 or kneel: Thus, while my Bod * is before 
now not 
ither? And This is a very bx rr n 
ſuch as 1995 we occaſion to ſulpe&, and deep PRE 2 
my Sete where my Thoughts are, 
perly ard f 5 a and — Thong r ey 
dent, and: deRght te dwell,” there without doubt is 
the Odject of my Affection and Concern: And that 
which either narural Diſpoſition or long Cuſtom ren- 
ders moſt delighitful that to be ſure is molt familiar, 
and comes continually: up oft. ' All this I gather 
tro that Obſervation, whic thou, Eternal Truth, 
haſt left 68, that hexe dur Tregfire 2s," May wed ur, 
Hearts be #1/o;'Matth. 8 
This then is the Rule, by which I rey and! Bund che 
Bent of my Heart. 1f11ove Heaven, the Thon hrsdf * 
it will be frequent and plæaſant to me. But Ef I love 
the World, the Effect of this will be, that I ſhall fee] 
Exceſs of joy! in proſperous Events, and be as immode- 
rate in my Griet for thoſe that are otherwiſe, If I love 
the Fleſh, wanton and carnal Imaginations will often 
return upon me, and be entertained with Satisfaction; 
but if love che Spirit 8 k ſhall Ian in 5085 f 
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Objects > graceful Reliſh, and dwell upon them with 


nue Delight. Fer this my own Senſes and Experience 

aſſure me, that what I log moſt Lam beſf pleaſed. to 

be enterrain's with, greedicſt ro Reif, and range 

to talk of, moſt a re | Treſery 
p 


remember, and\co preſerye 
deep and laſting Impreſiongef vpon 170 Mind.” And 
therefore though 1 u it lo Wirten 
and ſtrive, yet T.can plaioly perceive, and dotruly value 
and admirethe N of Them, who can abandon 
all, and ſtick to Thee alone; that commit à boly 
Violence upon their natural tr clinati 8 crucifie the 
Pleſh, and, With a pure bright Zeal, 5 a clear Con- 
ſrience, can offer holy, fervent Prayers, a lpiritpal and | 
unblemiſhed Sacrifice : Where All Without are forbidden 
entrance, and all within is compoſed, Theſe Mei ſo firm- 
Jy intent upon Thee and their Devotions, are fit to 
praiſe thee with thoſe Angels, whoſe refined Excellencies 
they ſo happily aſpire after, and ro whoſe bleſſed Society 


thou wilt one Day exalt and admit them 
Of the Defire of Eternal Life, he Happzneſs of Them 

.. who ſtrive harry 5 7 955 ee in 2697 
een eee LID. ee 
i MY Son, hen thou feeleſt i 
med with an eager Deſirę of Eternal Hap- 
pipes, and thinkeſt long to be releſed from this Priſon 
ef the beg that thou may ſt be bleſſed with a nearer 
and 957 iſt inet View, a perfect, full, and uninter- 
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rupte 
0 = a the Avenues of thy. Soul, and greedily receive 
e holy Inſpiration. Expreſs thy humble Thanks to 
God, and be duly ſenſible of his dneſs, who, deals 
fo bountifully with thee, viſits thee, with his Mercy, 
ſapportsand ftrengrhens thee with his Grace, and raiſcs 
thoſe AﬀeRiotis up to Heaven, which have a fatal innate 
Tendency to immerſe thy Soul in Earth, and Fleſh, 
and Senfe; For do not miſtake the Matter, nb Reaſon- 
ings or Endeavours of thy own have power to effect ſo 
ood a Work, or to create thoſe Spiritual Inclinations; 
he Finger; of God is in them, and they are owing to 
nd leſs noble a Cauſe, than the free and bountiful Dona- 
tion of Divine Grace and Favour: The deſigu of which 


fuition, of my Br hrnelſs and Majeſty ; itt 


is 10 150 140 
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8 in mon, Fire 8 Wi Ways be St 
1 Seh n SE: | 
gs, Who yet cannot quite: deveſt 
le}Yes 180 al ARE ns, nor, be abſolutely free from, 
Tempratios. And therefore ſome other. Profpet 8 W 
offen. paſe, 9s Well as that of promot cing 


act 607 „ 2 for which AF. L 2 
ace e race are ſought and earneſtij implored. 
5 th e e D e thee, 1 ſundry. 73 
ſtances, i Which nick 99. reaſon, to. ſulpect.z 
own Integrity per will at be condemned at᷑ t 5 
laſt Day, which was attempted with a mixture of ſome: 
delire ro promote thy own Advantage, Only take care, 
that this Peſire prevail not ſo far, as to ineline thee to 
prefer what may contribute to thy Profit or Delight, be- 
tore thoſe Things en will pg ure my Fayour and 
ACCEPTANCE, an be for mine and for Religions Honour. 
For, with, wiſe. conſiderate Chriltian, my Will takes 
Places above. wn own Defires, or an the. moſt inviting 
Object; ang If it reign 12 in his t alone, yet it 
always firs pen, and dyer-rules t ro, I know all. 
9D FONG thy - Groaney s gre not hid from "Me, 
1 Thowwould'# this E be Vine, in 
5 orio! B Liberty of the Sons of The bliftul 
and Eterna ned thy-heavenly ache s Houſe are 
thy longing and-delight; and at Fe Hart panteth 22 
the Water [Frings. a dot h thy Soul pant and thirſt 
me, Plal.. 4 But as yet thou art not lie for t 4 
Lede That happy; Þ Hour bot vet come; for this Life 
is the timeot Warfare, and Action, and Tryal, and rot 
of Relt, ald Joy, and Triumph. And thou mult; be con. 
rent to walt wih Fatienee, till the Kingdom or God 
l come in der 7 PAY | 
The Conditian af Martel pan Bart 1 dhe Keef. 
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Thou perhaps; thouzh equally patient, equally fervent 
r 


Others cafrelt d, prefer d, trufted inMarters/of Conſe- 
quence,  and4ook”d upon as uſeful: and neeeſlary; While 


lerice © For K are the very Methods; by Which GOd 


brings the Fidelity of His Ser vants to the Pouch; tis 
thus that ke diſcovers, ee 
queſt over Nature and Themſelves. And no ſort oi 
Mortification is of happier Conſequence, than chat, 
which expoſes Men tothe Sight and Suffer ing of things, 
to M hich their own Minds are moſt violently averſe; 
tiſpecially, when what they cannot but conce ive moſt 
umfit, molt abfurd and odd, conſtrains them to go ugainſt 
tkeir own Senſe, and ſubmit to a higher Power with- 
out any Reſerve to the private judgment of their own 
Reaſon in the Caſe. This is indeed hard, and a Per- 
tection of Submiſſion not eaſie to be compaſs d; but did 
Men but conſider, how vaſt the Atvumages of 4 Tem: 
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pero are at preſent, how glorious the Reward 
" inbegeaſie ter, and how quit ye 2 expoſes 


them to nd other Re — Comtorts of. ſuch 


2 NEE _ end ans}; oy would 
even E their em ons, luſtained 
achte deer deer Eel eras, aighey; the 


N ee e 13: n 4+; $1118 us 
or this * ure, cow chouchuſels' 
for my ſake $« 2 {hall be compenſated with ſo. 


lic and — 9 — tinggoy in Heaven: And there thy largeſt 
Widhes ſhall be grazitied:; there ſhall be plenty of every 

thing —_ goody Ernition perfect and ſecure, free: 

from the leaſt Allay e Fear Or Poſſibily of — 
Loſſes ; Betyrgen chy Will and mine ſhall then be -per-+ 

fect Harmany ay Ne: Qppotition-ithere,.Ne Obſtruction: 
Burgvery ſhall . — to fulfil all thy- Heart's: 

— and er hy Happineſs as exquiſite, as ag finite 
Nature is Capable of. Thy preſent Ignominy born With 
Patience; (hall — with; ä Lighe l 
Mourning Weeds exchanged tor Robes ef. 7 

Joy; and He whe fits . in the Joweſſ — 

there be ated ona Eternal, Th by: Levi: _— 
de grievous-£0 thee, x9! (bymbls and ſubmit thy ſelt co 
the capricious Humours of Men, wir e gon- 

verſeſt in this World: But rather to compoſe thy Mind, 


and ortler alkthy:Adtions, as readily and; d meekly to co 


ply with the Commands of thy, Superior, the Dehres 
of thy, Equals, # be Requeſts of thy en 0 do for 
All whatJawtully 222 ſt, and to endure pati- 
cntly whatever- they bell, bus ought not to, do, to 
thee. Let vain Men purlye Vanity ; leave them to their 
own Methods; let Them place their Glory; and; Happi- 
nck inſuch Objects, as rbeir-own” miſtaken judgments 
ſhall-determine-them: d g let Them admue, -.and.above. 
all thinꝑs covet a. gele hr peg Name and popular Applauſe; 
but do Thou place thy Excellence and Honour, in the. 
Contempt of thy felt, thy Diligence in diſcharging my 
Commands, thy Leal in ſecking and advancing my Ho- 
nour and Kingdom and let this be firſt and chiei in thy 
Delires, That 3 thou lie, thou may ſt live unto 
the Lord, or met ner thou dye, than may ſi dye unto the 
Lord, Rom. 14 iat whether by Life = earth the Lora 
ſus may „ ee fed in thy ch Phil, 3. 85 | 
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Diſciple. ] RLeſſed be th) No Inefs,O ho- 
og 1 B Farber nch erf h Win; 
for what thy Will decrees cannot de otherwile than 
gbod and wiſe: Give ine Grace, I beſeech thee, to re- 
Joyce, not in my ſelf, or any other, but in Thee None ; 
For thou only art my Hope and Crown, my e an 
Glory: All I have is received: at thy bount ift 
bounriful to a moſt unworthy Cxeature, ho neirher 
could procure; nor deſerve, the leaſt of all thy Mercies: 
And Thou, by giving and compleating, 1 loſt 
thy Property and Right, in all, Which by thy; ticans' I, 
enjoy or do. For what am I, alas! but à weak helpleſs. 
Wretch? acquainted with Miſery from my very Cradle, 
and waſted with Trouble and Vexation; my Face grown 
old with Tears, and my Heart perplexed aud broken 
with Doubrs and Sorrows, and vehement Paſtions. I beg 
atidlong molt earneſtly for the Bleſſing of Peace, that 
Peace and inward "Conſolation, which thy Chile 
feed and feaſt opon. If thou ſhalt: fl my Soul wich 


it will overflow with Joy and Praife, and continu- 


ally b Teath.out voly Hyman ro the Honour ofchy Name; 
Bit if thou turn away thy. Face, as ſometimes thou ſec 


lit to do, I find my ſelf unable to run in the Way af thy. 


” 


Commandments; And proſtrating my ſelf in the An- 


Fang of my Soul, Ibeat my Breaſt; and Wripg my 


ands, for the lols of that Light and Cortforr, that 
Strength and Protection, which I enjoyed, while under 
the Shadow ofthy Wings, and defended from rhe AL 
faults of Sorrow and Adverfity. ©; oo Goo 

Righteous Father, (then Gy I) the Time is come when 
thou art pleaſed to try me; bur even at this time, and at 
all others, praiſed be thy Name. Deareſt Father, it is 
very meet, that, now thoù call'ſt me to it, I ſhould ſuf - 
fer in obedience to thy Will. Moſt honoured Father, 
This is thy Hour, even that important Hour, Which 
thou from all Eternity haſt ordained, to be the Seaſon 
of my outwardOppreſſion and Diſcomfort becoming the 
Inſtrumeut of endleſs Life and Joy to me: But, though 


- this Heavineſs may endure for a Night, yet Light, i 
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Hand, 
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Spirit 
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| wil contribute moſt to my Improvement in Goodneſs ; 
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Glory will r in the Rand uche This, holy Father, 
is thy owe, n and nt, thou willeſt thou 
— 11 left in Mak 7580 even oY ne in 1 
reſent Life. isa of thy Favour and Fr üp; the 
Paas 115 ae the eames the; Continuance 
< my Af AA lo 5 e 540 Dong 
0 Without. Provi A ire 1 2 
with hout ene done and excellent D Beben. ven I my 
ſcif am ſenſible, how good it is for me N have been af- 
fea that I might learn thy Statutes, and utterly dil-- 
feet all Pride ifs carnal Confidences, W e 119. The 
Shame and Selt-reproach I laboured under, hath. Wo 
me 91 8 Sele tm God, and not 5 71 


all m u ontem ating » 
a Pepth e eee WR Run 4 * 


Temper ofJuſtice and Equity Jay ing theſeBurdens 
upon BA u ach and Good e nice or Wen a 
rks 3 f:Love or 5 5 in this 115 reſent W 1 
I will therefore render molt un 1755 Tharkitt ſpiving 
to my God, for that in marvellous Kindneſs he harh.noe ; 
ſpared the Rod. hen it was N for me: Lac 
knowledge hi: Mercy, e en in the Pains, and dice 
and Sorrows. have end ed, Whether 'of Miad, or 
dy, or Eſtate; and yet much more for thoſe Refr 7 5 | 
ments and.Remedies, Which thou alone haſt aflo ded 
me. For Vain is all the Help of Man, _ but Thou art the 
true, che powerful Phyſician of Souls, thou 7 and. 
hcaleſt ; tho bringeſt down to the Gates of Hell, 
raiſe 1 45m Deut. 32. Thy Chaſtiſement ſhall teach. 
thou ſhalt beat me wig the Rod, and 1 
al nor die. Behold me, Lord, mott willingly hs, 
mitting to thy Diſcipline; 0 ſtrike, and ſpare. At, * 
thou bend my ſtubborn Heart, and brin ing down T3 
Spirit; and make me tractable and obe Feet Won 72 
and Mine are at thy diſpoſal, put Forth thy Hand and G 
touch them as thou pleaſeſt. For this I know, that how 
grievous ſoe ver theſe temporal Croſſes may be, yer bet- 
ter is it to feel the weight of thy Hand here, than here- 
after. All things are naked and open to thee, eyen the 
inmoſt Receſſes of our Hearts. Thou knoweſt the a 
thatwill be before they are, and needſt not that A ons 
inform thee. what is done upon Earth. Thou ſee wid | 


how 
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how great and good effe& Diſtreſſes have, to ſcour the 
Ruſt from our unactive Minds, and brighten all our 
Virtues; Take then, my God) thy own Meaſures. 1 
only beg, that Thou would'ſt nat difdgin- and giverme 
over, and think me unworthy thy Care, for thoſe Ble- 
miſhes and Miſdemeanours of my Life, Which none 
are better acquainted with; Which none indeed are tho- 
roughly acquainted with, but Thou the Searcher of 


M 
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Hearts aloneee. 0119/4 PIO nr. 
Workin me, I intreat, a true Amendment: Inſtruct 
me in all things fit for me to know: Diſpoſe me to love 
all things worthy my Affection; to think, that exery 
> 9 e my Praiſe my done as it pleaſes thee; 
toeſteem nothing highly, but what is precious and ho- 
nourable in thy fight; to look with'a generdus Diſdain 
upon all that thou thinkeſt vile, and never be reconciled; 
to what thou hateſt. Let me not, I beſeechi theę, judge 
by outward Appearances, the ſeeing of the Eye, or the 
hearing of the Ear, which are ſubje& to infinite Delu-- 
ſions and Miſtakes, but give me a fight Judgment in all 
things, whether they relate to this or another State; to 


the outward, or the inner Man; and, above all, let it 

be my ſpecial Care to. inform my ſelf in thy Wilk con- 

cerning me. Men, who form their Judgment, upon 
upon 


Senſe, often err; Men, 'who fer their Afféctions upc 
the ſenſible Objects of this World, are frequently diſap- 
pointed and miſerable : For is a Man, for inſtance, one 
whit the better, becauſe he is grown greater in other 
Mens eſteem ? Is common Opinion the Standard of Me- 
rib? Nothing leſs, For hexe every Man abuſes his Fel - 


low; the Cheat impoſes upon another as great a Cheat; 
the Vain puffs up the Vain; the Blind miſleads the 
Blind; the Weak ſupports the Weak ; and all the while, 


by empty undeſerved Commendations, each brings a 


true Reproach upon the other, while he Extels him a- 
ainſt Senſe and Reaſon. For after all, theſe Praiſes are 


ut Words wirhout any Significance; nothing more than 
Air and empty Sound; For every Mari is juſt ſo much, 
ſo good, and neitker more nor leſs, chan he is in Thy 
eſteem only. e , of 
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AMan muſt be enttent with meaner Ad, of Virtue when 
be is ndiſpeſed"'for greater KEN 


always be equally or thy ca- 
pable of Tranſport and intent Contemplation upon hea- 


ſeparable, Incumbrance upon a Rational and Religious 
Soul. While Men are in the Body, there is no — | 


on as much as may be, by: oſe 
— . a good Temper ot Funda 


of thy Soul, till L ſend my refretbiog Dews, and infuſe 
a Principleof Fruitfulneſs for a Produ 


with the Glory which ſhall be revealed in us, Rom. 8. 


CHAP, 
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| TE. En 4 r. LVII. 5 1 : Sf 
A Man ſhould thin Corretim not Comfort, his due. 
; a 1 4 * e Wr 


2 ELITE e e FM : . 
Di ſciple.] J Ord, I muſt needs with-ſhame conſeſa my 
e elt altogether unworthy thy Comforts or 
any part of that Care thou art pleaſed to rake. of my Soul 
and therefore L have no Pretence to complain of hard 
Uſage, or Injuſtice, when thou withdraweſt thy Grace, 
and leaveſt me to my ſelf. Whole Seas of Tears could 
not ſo cleanſe my polluted Soul, as to render it pure e- 
ꝛough to merit the bleſſed Iufluences of thy Spirit. Scour- 
ges and Vengeance are the Portion of a Wretchzwho by 
10 many and ſo grievous: Tranſgreſſions hath offended 


chy Majeſty. The more therefore J reflect upon my ovyn 
Sintulneſs, the clearer and juſter Notions I have of thy 
tree undeſerved Mercy. For merciful thou art even to 


Aſtoniſnment, whoſe Bowels thus yearn over che Work 


ot thy own Hands, who thus to all the World haſt ma- 


nifeſted the Riches of thy Grace in the Veſſels of Mercy, 
and extendeſt thy Liberality to thoſe ho have norigiit 


to challenge, no recommendation to induce thee t it. 


- But, if we could pretend to Comforts, yet how could 
we expect ſuch Divine, ſuch incomparably ſweet and 
noble Marks of thy Favour? Sa very unlike, ſo much a- 


bove, any Humane Helps, or Encouragements:#For how 


could I expect the Bread of Lite from Heaven? Good 
Works I know: of none — to plead ; but the ſlight 
£it Recollection even amazes and contounds-me with 
Sins innumerable. brought to my remembrance. My ve- 
hement Proneneſs to Evil, and ſhameful Sloth and Hack- 
wardneſs to Retormation and Goodneſs, are of them · 
{elves ſo evident, that ſhould I labour tu cloak them, the 
Attempt mult needs be vain: For Thou, the Searcher of 
Hearts, art privy to them; Thou canſt diſprove me, and 
no Advocate is to be found, who could offer an; thing in 
my Vindication. What then can I juſtly lay claim, ta, 
but Hell and everlaſting Flames ?I own with Griet and 
Shame, — — Contempt are my due, and 
that am unworthy to be named among thy Sons, or 


eæventhy nieaneſt Servants. Nature indeed ſtarts back, 

and cannot without Reluctancy acknowledge its own 

Vilenets and Guilt; but 1 will offer Violence to my cod 
fl 
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tive Pride, and freely con that. thou may ſt 


ſhew thy ſuſtice and e Sink in , in afall and, free! ar- 
don of Nabe Faults I'fo Ay Ser ag 
But where ry I find: — 1 5 for ks miſrablex 
Condition, ar H/ hall ſo ſcandalous a Creatu 
to thee for Pardon? 1 K no ther Terms — t - 
that com; — — W » Lord, I have ſinned, 1 
* have done wick Mercy, thou Judge of Quick and 
« Dead; Mercy or I 2 Reſpit thy Sentence yet a 
5 Fa n and grant me ome time at leaſt to bewail 
dbefche be ſwallowed upin fie aud 
e a Land black with the Terrourey he Shadows, 
* of Death, Fob to. What other Reparation doſt than 
expect, what other can indeed-be had, from Men la: 
een Guile and Infirmiry, than that they ſhould 
ſeriouſſy be wail and humble themſelves for their migh- 
* ty and — — Provocations? - Hence all our Hopes 
of Remiſſion” ſpring, wh the firtt Seeds of Reconei 
< lation-take 0 the Joy of a peaceſul Conſcience is 
Kr in Ter 27 — acknowle ment of our Weak- 
3 is the ep towards Repairing our Loſs, 
te the firſt Defence, Ph the Wra 5 come; and in 
* rheſe melancholy Solitudes che gracious God and peni- 
tent Sdul meet aid embrace .cach other. A broken 
* and a contrite Heart is reputed a Sacrifice, Palm 51. 
* and Thou; in marvellous condeſcenſion pre ferreſt it be- 
fore the Odours of the ſweeteſt Ilncenſe, or whole He- 
© carombs.of Burnt· offer ings. Of this that precious 
* Ointment, whole Perfumes, when itandinted thy * 
© Feet, filled che Whole Houle; FR, an Emblem; f 
„Thon, Lord, fever didſt or wilt de . a Soul alice 
with à ſetiſeg of Sin. Contrition and Humility are our 
Sanctuary againſt the Rage and Malice 1 our Spiriengl 
a Adverfary; and Tears of Penitence,. that puritying 
5 „Stream, Which waſhes off es Stains and Bae minen 0 
our detiled * 5 a 


AX. 


The Grace OY 60 elt nor wich world a nad Mew. 


Chriſt, * THe Tokens ofm Elbe are of a noblex Line. 
than that they Thould ſubmit to be r ivalled 
by the Bleſlings of this World, and heavenly Comtorts 


dit- 


De. th mitarion,. bean ll. 
Aer dener eee 723 4 
ou deſire to fülllof my Betzedictiqn and Grace to 
eee Foro te : 
ually diſcarged,” CovetRetrement; an 
vate 983 w thrchy Go befge th 
fions'of Humade 8 177 ſtekrn ne C un 
lightful as thy Cloſer and thy Devorions, an Me 
ervent Prayers, pour out thy Soul alone, that hy-? | 
may be quickned, and thy Peace of Conſcience, ſecured, 


can confer. For, be affirred,' thy Soul tannot sd ol 
two ſuch different Affeckiqns, as the Loy eo Me "and 
tranfirory Pleaſures. The moſt intimate Actguaimtance 


. 2 diſtance to be kept from all external Objects, 


os fer each Man is his on worſt Enemz, age 
e that 


this is a complete Victory iudeed. And when the Sen- 
ſual Appetite ſubmits readily to the Rational Powers, and 


and Sin, which is neceſſary to be hen down in order 


of 
[- e hot 1850 FIG 9 
es 


A 3 


"The po e pg 0 many mine Rt en- 
ed in ſenſtial ions, and find themſelves unable 
2 oarabove;theinſelyes and the Incumbrances here be- 
low, js, that ver few have attained to the Skill of dy- 
ing, to. their pwn Iipations, and deveſting themſelves 
mrrdw and ſelfſh Deſigns; For he Who affects t 
converſe free ely with God, muſt firſt abandon all 2 
1 We and get looſe from ſthoſe in- 
Fat nts,*Which clog ang tafters downthe Soul to 
ny Rl retain à fondneſs.of any created Being, 
205 by mining eke en den Things, ſhew / that they are 
conte te ſet-up mort of Heaven and God 
himſelf.” ST 15 efore Fhy Fby Afetions on" things above, 
and 1 45 J be Ear, Coloſſ. 3. 2. or no Man i; 
& Serfvite-of tao Maſters; nor OF: tas 

5 a Ja ene och, 1 lo. 24. Fes 
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its ſupreme and only End. Nature declines Death. and 
Suffer ings, hates Trouble and Sorrow, Subſection and 
Obediepce. Grace i6everellophſoparimradd fortification 
and Self.denial 3 chocſeg td be def Auled, ro ſubmit; 
nay reſtrains even laxvigl and Innocent Libertiet; does 
not affect Dominion and Superiority; but choeſes do live 
in a State of Humility and Suhjection, and eſteems no 
Hard:hip, no Compliance uneaſie, tor thelſake of God 
and a good Conſcience. Nature is ſelfiſn, aud alw: yo 

s 


compures what Profit evety Attion.'may bring 10 . 
Perfon that does it; Grace ovet-lodksall private Gain, 
and labours chiefly to promote the Fublick Good!) Na- 
rure delights in Honours and Prefer ments, ing-olebra- 
red Name, and the CommendationsGf beg Grice 2. 
Kribes all the Honour and Praiſe to God, and thinks, 
that Things done well are well rewarded by hit Accep- 
rance and Approbation. Nature dreads Ignomin and 
Contempt, but Grace accounts it Matter of grear Joy 
to be expoſed and vilified in a good Cauſmea. 
Nature is pleaſed with Eaſe and Indulg enee, and bo- 
dily Reft : Grace is ever active, and undertakes Buſi - 
nes and Toil with Cheetfulneſs. Nature is charined 
with Beauty and Curioſity, and diſdains things that are 
mean, and vulgar. and common; Grace is delighted 
with ſuch as are plain and low in the Eſteem of the 
World, diſdains not thoſe that are unpalatable nor thinks 
her ſelf the worſe, for the want of out ward Gayeties and 
Ornaments. Nature aims at tranſitory Enjoymen's is 
fond of Wealth and Increaſe, 'renderly z ffected with 
Loſſes and Dilappointments, and provoked to the laſt 
regree with Inſolence and Reproachz/Grace Keeps eter- 
ne Aden es in View, neglects the fading and periſh- 
mg, bear Loſſes with ee, Nopers zendurez 
Contempt aud Scandal patiently.” For theſe e con- 
ders are things of no mighty concein, tu One whoſe 
Heart and Treaſure are in Heaven; a Place where they 
are fafe, and no Misfortune can reach them. Nature is 
niggardly and griping, and chooſes rather to receive 
than give ; Grace, D deſpiſing ſordid 
Gzin and Parſimon , content with a little, diſtributes 
liberally and cheertully, and eſteems it nere bleſſed 1 
give than to receive, Act 20. 
Ware inclineyto Crearure-comfobrs, ts fleſhy De- 


© 


1 


 BookoHI. ess Ona IST. 269 


liga ta mevidly Vanities and Pommps; to Wandring 
eee P race fixes ch 28 0 Cod 

ant:Qotidoejcooncerhetetfelt with the World as little 
; checks and adde ro- 


and Solitude. 


— affe cis Pri 
Nature — ſenſual | 


„Narur i omeProſpetof- Lntereſt, 
n anpecti as good o better Returns, 
Kiter inder at least of Tarot and Ap- 
1 d'Gcherofity/and Ters a very high 
Value upon al theiObligarions'it lays; Grace Coder 


1 — grid, but look s upon God 


e cool £8 


»h 


4 
— 
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— 


* 
ö, ' henReward; nor are the Supplies — ofvente nces of 
» Lite anyfarrheroiContidera ton Wich Her, than aa come 
d tortable: Subſiſtener in this World may be ſerviceabſe in 
y 3 promotibgandtaciicativgthe Endes vours afer another. 
Naur values her:(e!f UD a diffuſive Intereſt, and 
9 _ wuſtirnde otaRalations and Friends; Quality = Noble 
fi - loo hand bherciare fans upon, or "taygurs, Men in 
ed Foyer cchrts: and oareſles the Rich, commends and is 
re -partial — of che ſame Condition or Opinion, or 
ed Party: Grace ãs charitable and kind even to Enemies; 
he is not excalted by: great or numerous Friendſhi and 
ks thinks the Deſrent and Family of a Man a 95k deſpi- 
nd cable ching unleſs his V irtues be as much more eminent 
2 ihan thaſe gt his Laferiours, as his Biftli and Rank is 
ith dove bens Grace ſavcurs thel poor rather than 11; 


— and is more concerned for the hard Fortune of 225 
e of A great One; Pays its Reſpecis 
r 


iſh- to true in th not to the mere 8 and 
es — ie, wbich often only ſhew Where ought 
ofi- to be, not where it — 1 —— dae 8868 in 
jose —— af ſtattering and:ſoothingi the Mighty 
hey ja the Wickedneſs and Fol! PL andlaboins:ndefitigably 
e 18 to eonter in thoſe who'proteſs theme Ve God's Chil- 
eive 1 Eikeneſs of their heavenly Father's Excel- 
rdid lencies,by propagating all manner of Pier 22 85 and Goodneſs, 
utes Nature js eatily provoked to Diſc ont hard Ci 

{ to comſtances; Grace bears Want and dere With Mee k- 

5 naß and much. Patience. Natare's Ends and Deligns 
De- 2 center in her ſelf; but Grate coder; 


2 hte, T 3 Cr> 
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˖ „ HS, and thinks, that all ſhoaldibiwandiches from 
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4 firſt it came; arrogates nothing to it ſelf, is 


18 + not 
| Rn 29] judgment 
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Nature e 
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25 einen to be then 

© and;woul auld be Tg . 
| © or Written, or done: G 


| ay out our Time an TT Hales nas. new of 
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5 hough 


mung Foes, * contend. tor Praiſe ur Preference; 

matical and peremtor j iñ her n Opinions, 
af ſearches. — Tenth ſubmits her own 'Rea- 

henſibhle Wiſdom of 
2 to timderſtand and 
— — 
3 8 
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ney 


it or 


Curioſities; but conſidert, hat the Ruin of 
1 oe to thar bate.Defire ot Knowing —.— God 
t to conceal 2 them; that: this i — 
Oo. © 


retending Temper. is a Sprout. from that old 
k 55 chat ee 


upon. 


doner entert; 


ded a 


4 2 may be 
t new and fanciful. Notions ate -almoſti no 
ained, than _ are; pam age and explo- 
ain. That Men ſhould therefore chech that vain 


Pleaſure, which tickles their itching Minds upon theſe 


' Occaſions; ; abandon yain-glory, la 


bour rather to con- 


ceal than 10 NN rheir Advantages; and make Uſe- 


ulneſs, and Vi ue, and God's Honour, on End of 
, 155 5 9 77 kno —— Studies. For to —— all 
Thanks an opleds mult of neceſſity be due, who gives 


Men all they es of hi . mere lotion au, tree 


Mercy. 
And ach is 
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. A Light fuperiour to. Nature, 


which ſhould direct and prelide over. itʒ the-pecdliar 


Sh of „the diſtinguiſhin 
c e pled; 9000 = 7 


+: > Au 7 


alles a Man' 8. Affe 
11885 Hint from Fleſh, to Spirit. And, becauſe theſe 
4 Pri 798 les are acted by ſuch different Morives 


ceeq in ſu 


of his Cho- 
everlaſting; Salvstionz ſor it 
zone from Earth cot Hsauen and 


- | 


different Methods, and purſue ſuch 


ing Ends; therefore; in proportion as Nature i weak- 


ned and labdued, 


ihe larger Meaſures of Grace are 


imparted, the more Mens Virtues are improved. andthe 
giorions Image ot God renewed in thee Nee by holy: 


and heaveny Diſpoſitions. 
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is ble iſhed, And 0E ed“ Pd arrending to it impar- 
tially. Hentè it cms to 'pals, that tho', ſomerimes 1 
am delighted with thy Law in the inner Nan, xnd fully 
| convinced that the Commandment is holy, and f ufs, wan þ | 


good 5 


a Okiche Judtatton 7; HagkelII. 
— Wickedneſs, and warning me of the 
ocks and n 10 —. my Courſe 
the W aves of this * | 
Was ul to 


—— - + << n 
hag * 


_ 5 — —— — FEY 
E * bs ** 
— K n wr Is. . 


. CNN 
— — 


re 


* 
— — —— 
— „„ I» 
— ERC 5474 


: 
: 
j 
þ 


8, Diſc 

32:54 | | che 

And endeavour to . my ene e Worl nds Diſp 

Temptations, a fatal janate Weight draws me down a- riſhe 
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LLord, but Thou, who art in. me, engtheneſt 50 

e. G Gift truly Divine without pe a9. Deſexpot alwa 

no Endoyrnienrs o pal pe of Nature, are me 
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Soul, and fill every dark Corner there irh. Li and 
Comfars ; ; 'rouze and ſhake off 1 * len che 


dr) Soil, 45 command. 
3 Ys 

dens ebe 1 00 t for me, tho?! 
CER paw alle bet Nature can 
ſt o 40 8 Give N this 1 


no Trriptat ion ſha confound; me no ——.— dis. 
— on make me afraid. For this alone is Strength and 
22 iſdom and Protection; Stronger than all: 2 | 


ies, and wifer.than All Humane Counſels and Con- 
crivanges. che Lese eacher: of Teh, the the. Miſtreſs of holy: 


n the L . „the Solace of Tr 
che Reſolver of Balm of my Wonads; the 
Pape bo Mela ch holy, che Eaniſher of 9 Che- 


riſher of Devationythe. arent of Contrition, the ein 


of holy Fears, and 1. thoſe Streams, that waſn and 
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Chrig.] Tia mere. my Son, thow forlakelt why ſel ta 
the-nearer approaches thou makeſt cowards 
Me : As the Defires and intemperate Love of- Things 
without, muſt be diſcarded in order to the Peace of 
one's own Breaſt; o even the Love of one's on, Self 
muſt, be laid afide in order to a pertect Union Wich God. 
Learn therefore abſoſutely to deny thy oun Will for 
* without contradiction or n. Follew Me.; 
Im the Ways e and the Le, Wihout be 
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Way canbe-no Walking wither the Tr Trath no Know- 
ledge; without the-Life:no.Riying': Keep then in t js 
Way, for it is unalterahle; believe In thisTrarh, for 

infa ible; Hope for arid af} rero this Life; - ar 4 


happy and eternal Life.” ''Conrinue ir 
fhalr know the Truth, am che 8 
free, that thou may ibhertereckaltin 


wilt enter into Life, keep the Commandments 


"Math 9. 
If thou yyilt know the Truth, believe 7 fords. 


thou wilt be perfect, {ell that thou-h & thou wit 
love thy Lite Perelfter defpile ir he , 
be ęxalted in heaven, abaſe thy ſelf RN cen 
deſire to Rei 9 per up che Cros 3 gn 
For none bur beret cy my 'Croſs'are 
ghet Way Fr Hay Flory, ae 
0 9585 J This 8 Lord, is "and rug 
orld des ne and cannot endure to Tl 15 
oh The oe Tbeg, thy Grace would enable mne to de- 
ſpiſe the World, and diſſent from the geber Opinion 
of Men, in compliance with thy Cormmatid and Exam: 
ple. For the Seruane i, net E Ern, yo 
be Diſciple. above his Maſter, John 18. thy” Van 
then be guided in thy Steps; for with Ther ts Life a 
2 3 And all * E or bear from wy Heber 
no Refreſhment e 
TIF Nine knoweft theſe enge , hay) a2) 
"Jab 1 thoy do them, John 13. on Proc 
ps leg ſhall inherit the Bleffng! fe os 
keepeth my Gommunament s — 'be bs 2 
lover h me, and I will love him in return, und mas 
my elf to him, John 24. and ſet him ypona'T T robe with 
me 0 WA end. s Kingdom. gd ; 
Di ſcipie.]. make me a partaker\ofihi 8 C on 
Pre The Croſs which 11 recelved fro 
Hand I will bear with Conſtancy even unto Wear 
Life of a true Chriſtiaa is indeed — = ot Grok ; 
but ſince this is the Way that leads to Paradiſe, it is by 
no means fir, that Tſhould depart from it 20 repent 
of my holy Reſolutions and good Beginnings, Ro 2970 
Come then, my Chriſtiam Brethren, geeies ad vanee 
— 1 Courage, for Ghriſtäs wich us Tie dges not 
u on, bn will enable us te follow bim. For 
2 hays taken upon the Gioſs * higſake 
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we muſt perſevere in bearing; ĩt. Bchold, the King and 
85 rin of on Sten, cken arkatr/Hcad, read | 
to tight; ur Battles. Ler Us, like gallant Soldiers fol. 
| our Rems; antt'menfully prepare to 

od not ſtain our:Honom! and ſoſe 


Dtup and our Glory. 


Sw ©, 40 
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with an eager Zeal, and the moſt exalted Ads of an ea- 
ſie and 1 — And whence is it, doſt thou 
thinkathat everylirle Scandal which detracts from thy 
Reputation, ſa ſeafiblyraffocts thee? Were it yet more 
tothy Diſparagementi yet could it not be Worth thy 
Concern. This is not the ee this kind, nor 
is it like ta beſthe laſt, it thom live longer 1 Men; 
Nt and what is not new or ſtrange ought not to urpriſe 
| tee, I know] thy Courage and pretended Bravery, 
'f while Danger keeps its diſtance; Thou canſt Diſcourie 
like 2 Philoſopher und a Chriftian, and give excellent 
Advice to thy Friends, when they labour under any Di- 
ſtrels; ,purawhen. their Caſe happens to be thy own, 
and ſome unexpected Calamity comes home to thee 
thy Prudence and [Reſolutions for ſake thee quite, 
thou ſtandeſt no leſs in neecł ot the Couuſel and Support, 
deer ae e wont / ſo frecly ro impart to ötters 
rr i po OS _ : 
Let l own Frailty, 
which byſuch. Inſtances appeats not ro be Proof apainſt 
the {lighteſt Misfortime. For even Theſe luſlancès are 
. tor ti ad vantage: and bring ther to a right and 
perfect underſtanding ot thy oαn Conditiom Grow wi- 
ler at leaſt ati thy dn expente; and as thy calmer 
Reaſon ſhews they ought to be, {fo let thy Behaviour 
maniteſt, that/\ theſe» tender Reſentments of _ 
By 
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Evils are, baniſned bout of thy Mind. If thou canſt 
entertain Adverſity with abſolute Indifference, yet let 
it not drive thet᷑ t Deſpondency and wicked Diſtruſti 
and, however the firſt Onſet may diſturb 2 rallyß 
quickly, and let it not long overpower thee; and thoug 
perhaps thou art not arrived to that Perfection, of conn;- 
ing it all Joy, hen thou falleſt into di vers Temptations, 
James 1. thou canſt not be excuſed from undergoing 
them with Meekneſs, and Refignarion, and Patience. It 
thou art not yet got even thus far, but ſome indecent 
Reflections riſe _ thy Mind, yet let not this fecret 
Indignation break out into irreverent: Expreſſions; but 
ſet a Watch upon thy Tongue, and keep the Door of thy 
Lips, reſolve at leaſt that thy Mout h ſhall' not offend, 
Pfal. 141, and 39. and though thy Heart be hot within 
thee, yet let not any paſſionate Complaints burſt out 
which — caſt Imputations upon the Honour of God, 
impeach the Juſtice and Goodneſs of Providence, or 
give Offence to thy "weaker Brethren For by thus 
manaing and guarding well the Ourwor ks, thy inward 
Commotions will in time be compoſed; thy Sorrow by 
degrees ſhall turn into Joy. and the Favour, and Mercy 
or that God, be inclin'd to relieve and comfort thee, in 
recompence for thy Re verence andSubmiſſion to his good 
Pleaſure. | At oe 
Alive, ſaith the Lord, I will help thee ſpeedily, and 
comfort them who earxeſily [eek me; who put their truſi . 
in my Salvation. Call up thy Chriſtian Forritude, and 1 
ſink not under thy Burden, but prepare for greater Try- 1 
als. If thy ſormer Troubles have overwhelmed thy Clirifs. 
Spirits and prevatiedover thy Temper and thy Virtue, TY 


let not the Remembrance of thy former Tryals diſcou- F 
rage thee.. Ihe Lord knoweth whereof thou art made, he thof&y 
remembretiz that thou art but Duſt, Pſal. 103. A Man poſely 
and not God; Flefh and not Angel, or unbodied Spirit; the ag 

How canſt thou then expect to continue in an undiſturb- why O 
ed State of Goodneſt?- How: ſhould thy Virtue be above Anothe 
the ſhocks and ſhakings ot Temptation, when even ccerciſe 
the Angels kept not their firſt Eftate ;and Man in Para- dealt w 
diſe, ſo ſoon fell from Innocence? 1 am thy {ole Pro- out of 
rection, who raiſe the Souls dejected with Sorrow, the act 
preſerve | thoſe who acknowledge and bewail their are mu 
own Weakneſs, and glorifie with my ſelf che _ ot the 

* : d 1 
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Chriſtians,” who aue aſhamed of ; their, Follies and Miſ⸗ 


carriages. 
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8 8 i | ; Kat: p_ht rr I * . 

Di ſciple.] Bleſſed be thy Mercy, for the gracious 
Wa at drop from thy Mouth, ſoſt as the gentle 
Dew, and ſweeter than the Honey and Honey-comb. 
What would become ot me in the extremity of my Di- 
treſs and Auguiſh of my Soul, did not thy Promiſes and 
ſeaſonable Inſtructions refreſh” and comfort me? But 
be it as thou wilt; For cannot think it any great mat- 
ter, how long or boiſterous my Voyage is, ſo thou at 
lat conduct me ſafe, to that peaceful Haven, Where. 


good Men are at reſt: Let my Afflictions be never ſo 


great, fo thou grant a happy Iſſue, and turn my Suf- 
ferings to g Effect. Be my Condition inthis Life 
adverſe or proſperous, no Proſperity will profit, no Ad- 
verſity harm me, but in proportion to the State in vhich 
dye. And if I go well out of the World, my contina- 
ance in it cannot beſo troubleſome, that I ſhonld have 
cauſe to repent or complain. Order my Affairs then as 
thou pleaſeſt; but always, O my God, remember me, 
for good; lead me in the right and ready Way to thy 
Kingdom; diſpoſe my every Action toward the attain- 
ment of Salvation, and let me ſo paſs through things 
Te»mporal,that I finally loſe not the things Eternal. Amen. 


| 1 H AP. LXIII. 55 
Azainſt Prying into Things tos high for us, and pre- 
tending to Fat hom the Depths of God and Providence. 


Crift.] NO not, my Son, take upon thee to diſpute, 
5 Don determine any thing concerning abſtruſe 
and diffſcult Points; nor too cufiouſſy enquire into 
thote myſterious Diſpenſations, which God hath pur- 
poſely concealed from thee. Concern not thy {elf about 
the amazing Diſtributions of Grace or Providence; 
way One Man is forſaken and in disfavour with God; 
another ſo ſurprizingly indulged by him; This Perſon 
ccerciled with Afffictions and Sorrows,'or That ſo gently 
dcalt with, ſo unaccountably exalted. Theſe are things 
out of thy Sphere; and all the Parts and Penetration, 
the acuteſt Wit, and acquired Improvements of Man, 
e much too ſhort and feeble to enter into theReaſons 
o ne Divine Counſels. . therefore ſuch Curioſities 
X return 


. Ky Book THi. 
return upon thee,” look upon them as the Suggeſtions 
of rhe Devil, by which he labours to diſquiet and un- 


218 Oft the Imitation 


ſettle thee. If Men, impertinently buſie, require a So- 


lution of ſuch Difficulties, content” thy ſelf with that 
general Anſwer of the Prophet; Righteaus art t hen, 
O Lord, and Juſt are thy F Ter; T2; 1; de 
Pſal. 19.8. His Righteouſneſs fflanderh like the ſtrong 
Mountains, fixt and immovable; eminent and conſpi- 
cuous; and his Juagments are like the Great Deep, 
Pſal. 36. 7. Avaſt and dark Abyſs, ſuch as we cannot 
{ee to the bottom of, nor fathom with the ſhort Line 
ot a finite Underſtauding. 
M/ Methods and Dealings are to be Admired and 
had in Reverence, not fawcily Criticized upon by my 
own Creatures: For no Creature can have a Capacity 
IN a to them; and what Men cannot compre- 
nend, they ſhould nor preſume to take into Examination. 

As little ought they to enquire and difpute concern- 
big the Merits or the Preterence of Good Men; Which 


ot the Saints excels in Virtue, or is greateſt in the Ring - 


dom of Heaven. For thefe are Queſtions, in which 
Men are no way concerned; ſuch as ingender Strife and 
Debate, and rarn to no good Account; they cheriſh 
Arrogance and Pride, Envy and Faction, while Men 
breaE into Parties, and each contends tor the Præemi- 
Hence of Him, whoſe Order and Patronageke is devo- 
led fo, or whom his own vain Imagination inclines him 
moſt to honour. The Effect of this is very viſible, and 
the Miſchiefs that ſpring from ſuch an impertinent Zeal, 
exceeding numerous and lamentable; The Controverſie 
neither poſhidle to be decided, nor worth deciding, it 
it Were. And, if thoſe Saints have any knowledge 
Hat paſſes here below, this indiſcrett and partial Zeal, 
cannor but be highly diſpleaſing to them. For I am 
ot a Goc of Contention and Faction, but of Order and 
Peace and Love ; And theſt are che genuine Products of 


true ModefFy and Humility, ſuch as eſteems others better 


than it ſelf; bur iaconſiſtent with that bold aſſuming 
Temper, Which is reſtleſs, and diſcontented, it any 
other be pieferred before it. It may be, Affection and 
honeſt Z. eal may diſpoſe ſome Men to be more liberal in 
ft! eir Refpects on this or that fide of the differing Parties 

bs! 


F of the Lord are tiue and righteous altoget her, 
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but do not ſuch conſider, that ſuch Affection is not the 


Effect of Grace or Religion, but meerly of Humane In- 


firmity? Theſe are ſuch Prepoſſeſſions, as I can never 


be capable of; for all the Saints are equally mine. My 


Hand made them Men, my Aſfiſting Grace made them 


Saints; T enriched them with Virtues, and crowned them 
all with Glory. I know what each have done, whar 


Occaſions they had, hat Improvements they made, 1 


foreknew them before Time was; They choſe not Me, 


but I Them; and ſingled them out of the common Croud; 
I drew them with the Cords of Love and Mercy, con- 
ducted them through great variety of Tryals and Afflicti- 


ons; ſuſtained them with uncommon Comforts, and 


Recruits ; enabled them to Perſevere, and rewarded the 


Conſtancy my ſelf had given: I know the firſt and laſt, 


and my Fatherly, my ine xpreſſible Affection extends to 
them All; For All are Inftfumenrsof myPraiſe and Glory , 
ſo many Monuments and eternal Trophies of my Good- 


neſs; freely advanced ro V bat they are by my Bounty, 


and Favour, without any Right or antecedent Merit of 
their own. He therefore who deſpiſes the leaſt of theſe 
is guilty of Diſrelpect to the greateſt; for this Contempt 
Rellects at laſt on Me, the Author of their Virtues and 
their Happineſs ; and therefore in me alone ſhould all 


tae Honour pretended to be paid to Them center. Their 


Intereſts and Properties are no longer ſeparate, for Cha- 
rity hath made them One, knit them into the fame my 


{tical Body, whoſe Hazordts and Advantages and Incli- 
nations and Joys, are inſeparably the ſame. Nay, Which 
is the utmoſt Perfection uf Charity, they all conſpire in 
loving me more than themſelves, or any Merits or Re- 


{ects of their own ; For, being in that happy State ex- 


2lted above themſelves, they are entirely taken up with 
the Love and Honour of God. This is their Happineſs, 


- 


and utmoſt End, Nothing can divert them to meaner 
broſpects, no mixture of Seſf comes in betwixt, to damp 


the pure Flames of this everlaſting Love. 


Away then with thefe vam Curioſities, theſe eager 
Viſpures concerning the Condition of the Bleſſed, wich 
betray a Prevalence of carnal and ſenſual Appetites ; © 


ſuch as have no Notions higher than particular Gains 

and {-perate Intereſts. Nature and Parrtiality inclines 

ſuch Diſpoſitions to Act — Defire, and Love and Hate, 
i $8 Ws 4, - 4 S*45 + 
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upon private and per ſonal Conſiderat ions; and then they 
fondly transfer the ſamè Idea's and the ſame Behaviour 
from earthly to heavenly Objects. Alas! The difference is 
the wideſt in the World, and nothing in nature ſo diſtant 
as the filly Imaginations of ſuch Nov ices in Matters of a- 
not her World; from thoſe juſter Apprehenſions, which 


Minds enligbtned from above entertain ũpon theſe Oc- 
caſions. Be not too curious then, my Son, in Matters a 


bove thy Capacity, but rather let it be thy care and con- 
ſtant thought, how thou may ſt be found, tho? it be but 
the leaſt, in the Kingdom of Heaven. For could'ft thou un- 
derſtand all Myſteries and all Knowledge, could'ſt thou 
diſtinclly view the ſeveral Orders and Places of each An. 
gel and Spirit above, yet what would this avail, farther 
than as it excited in thee leſs for thy Own, and greater 
Zeal for My, Honour? The Man whoſerioully reflects up- 
on the Multttude of his own. Sins, and the Defects and 


Worthleſneſs of his own Virtues, how few, how poor, 


how far ſhort they are of the Perfection of thoſe bright 
Examples heretofore, employs his Mind upon a Subject, 
which God likes much better, than ſuch empty Specula- 
tions as concern the Præeminence or the Subordination 
of Them, who have ſet thoſe Examples. 

This is a Controverſie, which they themſelves never 
trouble themſelyes about. For they aſcribe nothing to 
any Deſerts of their on, but acknowledge the Whole 
of What they have and are, to be the ſole Effect of my 
infinite Liberality and Love. And their Happineſs and 
Honour is complete by the Joy they take in 46 Fruition 
of God and his Glory. The more exalted any of theſe 
are, the more modeſt they are, the more dear, and the 
more like to me. Thus much is intimated by that Vi- 
Hon, where they are ſaid to caſt their , Crowns, at the 
Feet of God, aud falling down upon t heir Faces before the 
Throne and before the Laub, to worſbip him that liveth 
for ever and ever. Rev. 10. VVV 

How abſard- is it to ſee Men zealouſly contending, 
who is greateſt in the Kingdom of God, who are not ſo- 
licitous in the mean while to know, what much more 
nearly concerns them, whether they {hall have any 
place at all there themſelves? And yet to be leaſt there 
isto be great, for even the leaſt are Sons and Heirs of 


God, A &*tle one ſhall become a Thouſaud, Ilai. * 


Book III. | 


alcenc 
lea ſon 
ceſlitie 
ſectua 


Oh 


Book III. of JESUS CHRIST. 221 


aud the Child ſhall die an hundrbi Years old, theSin- 
ner of a hunarcd Tears old ſha'l be aceurſed, "Wai. 65. 20 
When the Diſciples enquired who ſhould be the greateſt 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, this was the Anſwer made 
to that demand: Except ye be converted, and become As 
little Children, ye ſhall in nb wiſe enter in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Therefove whoſoever ſpall humble himſelf 95 
this little Child, the ſame ſbull be greateſt iu the kingdom 
of Heaven, Matth. 18. Wo to Them, who diſdain to 
imitate the Humility and Meekneſs of little Children; 
tor {trait and low is the Gate of Heaven, ſuch as the 
ö :owrings ot Ambition, and ſwellings of bloated Vanity 
| can never ſtoop to, or enter at, Wo to the Rich, who 
a ave their Conſolation r this World; for while the Poor 


y are admitted into Paradiſe; they ſhall” ſtand Weeping 
and Wailing without But Rejoyce ye Meek and Hum- 
- ble and Poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God, if je 
1 heartily embrace and obey the Truth, and be rich in 
a Patience and good Diſpefitions. © N15 | 
I Cm apo EMV... 
4 God is All the Good Man' Hope and Confidente, ob 
Diſciple.] IN whom, O Lord, is my Hope while here 
* CP! below, or what; of all ine Things under 
0 Heaven, can Miniſter Peace and Comfort to my Soul? 
le ſruly my Hope is even in thee, aud my Joy and Truſt in 
* thy Mercy alone. When were my affairs in ill Condi- 
jd tion with thee, ? or What can prevent my being exqui- 
on litely miſerable without thee * kor thy fake is 
le infinitely rather to be choſen, than all the Riches" and 
he Greatneſs in the World in exchange for thy Favour; and 
i. Farth and Exile with that Favour more bliſsful than 
he Heaven without the Fruition of Thee. For Heayen' is 
on Heayen by thy bleſſed Preſence,and where that does not 


reſide, all is Death, and the Grave, and Hell. Thou art 
my Deſire and my Portion, and therefore to thee my 
ons and Groans, and Cries and Prayers continually 
alcend,'I have no other Stay or Refuge, who can ſend 
lealonable and ſuitable Relief to allmy Dangers and Ne- 
celſities; bur thou alone art my Hope and Truſt, my ef. 
tectual Comforter, and faithful Friend. "4 
Ojhers purſue cheir own private Ends and Advanta- 
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ges, but thou ſeekeſt my Improvement and Happineſs, 


and orderelt all things for my Good. Even my Temp. 


tations and Afflictions are appointed to do me ſervice; 
Theſe are the Methods, by Which the Fidelity of thy 
Choſen is brought to the Teſt; and even theſe harſher 
Diſpenſations ought as much to engage my Affections, 
and excite my Gratitude and Praiſe; as the brigliteſt 
Comforts, and moſt defired Proſperity. In thee there- 
fore O my God, I reſt my Soul; Thou art my San- 
_—_ where I depoſit the Burden of all my Griefs and 
Troubles. For there alone can They and I be ſafe; 
4ince all things elſe are feeble and uncertain, neither 
able, nor always diſpoſed, to comfort or protect me. 
Friends cannot do what they wiſh, Great Men will not, 
or cannot help; The Wiſe without thee miſtake their 
Meaſures; Books are but inſigniſicant Diverſion, and 
yeild no ſolid Conſolation; Wealth cannot buy Eaſe and 
Peace of Mind; Fortreſſes and Covyerts cannot hide me 
from Calamity; unleſs thou be with thoſe Friends and 
ſtrengthen thoſe great Men, and direct thoſe Counſe- 
lors, and Inſtruct me by thoſe Books, and aſſiſt me in the 
uſe of Wealth, and guard that ſtrong retreat. For Peace 
and Happineſs areentirely in Thee. Thou art the End, 
the Sum, the Source, of all Good; The Perfection of 
Life, the Depth of Wiſdom and Knowledge : And Hope 
in Thee is the ſureſt, the moſt ſenſible Support, thy Ser- 
vants can have in the Miſcries of this mortal Life. 

To Thee therefore lift L up my Eyes, O Father of 


Mercies and Loves of Men: Comfort my Soul in Trou. 


bie, and puxifie it With,.thy Grace, that, it may be a 
clean and hol Habitatiga, ſuch as thy glorioas Majeſty 
does not diſda in. co dein, Let no lmpuarity be left in 
this Temple; but purgs it roughly from every thing 
Which may offend thoſe Eyes, that cannot behold Iniqu- 
ty or Uncleaneſs. Look upon me in thy great Goodneſs, 
and after the multitude oſthy Mercies, hear the Prayer 
of thy poor Servant, now wandring in a far and deſo- 
late n my Soul and deliver me, lead 
me ſafe through this Vale of Sorrow and Danger, and 
conduct me by the Way of Peace and Holineſs, to my. 
own Home, even my heavenly Country, the; Land 01 
Promiſe, the Preſence and eternal Fruition of my God. 


; The End of the Third Book 
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The Reverence due to this Holy Sacrament. 
The IN VITAT IO N. | 


Chriſt.]æ A ome unto me, all ye that labour and 
; | #1 0 Lare heavy laden, and I Will refreſh 
vou, Matth. I f. 28. The Bread that 
| * I will give, is my Fleſh, Which Iwill give for the Life 
x of the World, Fohn 6. 51. Take, eat, this is my Body 
a vhich is given for youz This do in remembrance of 
me, 1 Cor. 11. 24. He that eateth my Fleſh, and 
i * drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in Him, 
a * 70h 6. 56. The Words which ] ſpeak unto you, they 
| *are Spirit and they are Life, John . (33. 
1 Diſciple. ] Theſe, bleſſed Jeſus, are thy Words, on Which 
2 my Soul {ecurely reſts its felt, becauſe my Saviour, who 
N is Eternal Truth, hath ſpoken them. Thele the .gracious 
and condeſcending Invitarions, which &; find ſcattered in 
Holy Scripture, as gecaſions offered for: making 1 775 
EY | cle 


5 3 "6 * 


i} 
1 
b 
» 
4 * 
. „ 
4 
2 
U 4 . 
11 
N b # 
[TY | * 
41S 
STE. 
4 * 3 
' | 
5 
} 43 
þ 
= 
1 I 
ne 
»F 
N 7 . 
} 
1 14 
1 1 
n ; 
[4 
' 
' 
CE iS 
. "FAY 
1 
, 7 
& 1. 
4 = 
. 
. 
+ .-B 
_- 
3% 
. — 
ES 
£ 
os '-* 
_ 
_ 
— 
1 * 
x * 
8 
158 
q 1. 
4 
:& 
LN 
> 
, 0 
* 5 4 
| 1 
d A 
$ 
Ul 
_——— 
"i J 
3 
5 
. 
. 
bs . 
1 
# 
* % 
_ £2 
TY 
31 
144 
is 
4 
+ 
. 1 
1 
: 8 
— 7 
. 
'# 14 
MM 


\ ——— 
— ED 
— a 2 2 
2 wow —— 
— 
— I hl my 
2 3 


* ö * 5 —_ No * 1 
— ” ag = I 
* * Ca * * 


224 Df the Imitation Book IV. 


Theſe therefore I will receive with holy Gratitude; with 


humble but entire Confidence; and grave them upon my 


Soul in deep and indelible Characters. For though they be 


Thine, as the Author; yet do I claim a Property in them, 
and juſtly call them Mine too, as a Perſon, for whoſe Be- 
neft and Salvation thou wert pleaſed to utter them. 
Moſt gladly therefore will I receive them at thy Mouth, 
that the Authority of the Divine Speaker may make the 
more effectual Impreſſion. And Stupid J muſt be beyond 


imagination, if Encouragements ſo ſweet, ſo kind, do not 


awaken, and very ſenſibly affect me. But, alas! at the 


ſame time, that thy Call inclines me to come, my own 


grievous Tranſgreſſions fly in my Face, and the Terrors 
of a guilty Conſcience keep me away. Thy Goodneſs, 
I own imps my Wings, and bids me boldly attempt the 
railing my Soul to Heaven and Happineſs; but I feel the 
bitter Remembrance of my Sins, checking thoſe Flights, 
laying me {ph upon Earth, reproaching my better 
Hopes, and nobler Intentions with Preſumption; and e- 
ver weighingdown myMind with tlie intolerableBurden 
of hainous numberleſs Offences, which render me un. 
worthy the leaſt. of all thy Mercies. "2m 

In this Perplexity of Thought thou haſt moſt ſeaſona- 
bly interpoſed with thy reviving Comforts; haſt made 
that Faith andTruſt a Virtue and aDuty, which I ſhould 
have ſhunned as a Crime, and, conſcious of my own 
Vileneſs, durſt not have entertained. Thou bidſt me 
raiſe my dejected Looks, and direct my Steps to Heaven; 
and I ſeriouſly defire,(as who indeed can but deſire?) “Life 
and Glory. Thou exhorteſt me to begin to live immedi 
ately, by taking the ſweet Foretaſts of Immortality, in 
thar Bread which is the Food of Souls. Thy kind Invi- 
tation therefore I greedily attend to, Come unto Me, a/! 


Je that labour and are heavy laden, and Iwill refreſb you. 


O charming Sound in the Ears of a Sinner! How joytul 


is the News, to a poor, loſt, impotent Wretch ! One, 


who in a due Senſe of his own Vileneſs, thinks even the 
meanelt of thy Gifts which conduce to his bodily Suſte- 
nance too good for him; To be invited to eat of thy moſt 
bleſſed Body, and admitted to partake of the lively Fi- 
ures of thy Divine Blood; The Comemorations of thy 
eath, and ſure Pledges of Salvation! Lord! what am 
I, chart ſhouldrhus be ſuffered to approgch thee? nay, 
. | r 
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rather, that thou ſhould come to Me, and dwell under 
my Roof? O unſpeakable Condeſcenſion O unexampled 
Kindneſs! Behold the Heaven, and Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain thee, and yet thou vouchſafeſt to take up 
thy abode with Man, that is a Worm! The Angels are 
not pure in thy ſight, and yet thou fayeſt to wretched Sin- 
ners, Come unto me, ve that travel, and are heavy laden. 
I find my ſelt at a loſs, whence ſuch aſtoniſhing Kind- 
neſs ſhould proceed, or what may be the meaning of fo 
friendly an Invitation. My Miſdeeds teſtific againſt me, 
1 no Merit of mine could in- 
duce my Lord to make it. So far from that, that, even 
now it is made, I know not with what Face, I can either 
approach my God and Saviour, or bring him to Me, or 
hope to keep him there; Him, whom J have fo often, 
{o grievoully proyoked, ſo juſtly made my Enemy for E- 
ver. Bur, were there no Demerits of my own to diſcou- 
rage this Attemp:, yet, Who am I, that the Majeſty of 
Heaven and Earch ſhould ftoop ſo low, as to enter under 
my Roof? Behold Angels and Archangels, Principalities 


and Powers fall down and worſhip thee: Behold, the 
brighteft Saints and Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, 


tremble at thy Preſence, and yet thou ſayſt. Come unto 
Me, all ye that labour and are heauy laden. Had this been 
ſpoke by any Mouth but thine, Men could not have be- 
lie ved it; Had not thy own Command inſpired this Con- 
fidence, Sinners durſt not have attempted to move to- 
wards thee, but would have rather uſed their utmoſt Ia- 
duſtry, to flee from the Preſence of their Maſter andJudge. 
But be it ſo; We are commanded to come to Thee, and 
Thou vouchſafeſt to come to Us. Yet what Solemnity, 
what Preparation can be ſufficient for thy Reception? 
Noah, that righteous Perfon,employed a Hundred Years, . 
in building an Ark by God's Direction, for the faving 
himſelf and a very few Souls beſides ; and how ſhallI 
be qualified, by the Application of an Hour or two only, 
to entertain the Maker of the Univerſe, and meet him 
with that humble Reverence, which is due to ſo terrible, 
lo glorious a Creator, from the vileſt and moſt unworthy 
of all his Creatures? Thy Servant Moſes, admitted into 
familiar Converſation with thee, by a Privilege not im- 
parted to the reſt of Mankind, framed an Ark of Cedar- 
wood, and overlaid it with pure Gold, to be a fit pas ie 
| _ hirory 
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ſitory for the Tables of the Law ;- and -ſhall I, wretched 
rotten Trunk, take upon me without Ceremony to re- 
ceive the Almighty Maker and Giver of that Law? So- 
lomon, the wiſeſt of Princes, ſpent ſeven Years in build. 
ing a magnificent Temple to the Honour of thy Name; 
Eight Days were taken up in the Dedication ot it; a 
Thouſand Peace-offerings were then ſacrificed upon the 
new crected Altars; and; the Ark of the Covenant with 
Sound of Trumpet, and much other holy Pomp, was 
conducted into the Place appointed to receive it; And 
how unlike to theſe great Saints am I, Duſt and Aſhes, 
Chief of Sinners and Meaneſt of Men? How ſhall I pre- 
tend to invite thee my God into my Houſe, who am ſo 
far from ſpending a number of Years or Days, that I can 
very hardly afford on poor Half. hour? Nay, would to 
God that wretched Remnant of one poor Half-hour 


ought to be, to provide thee a clean and acceptable A- 
partment in this homeiy Cottage of my Heart. How 


thoſe ancient Worthies ? How cold, how ſhort is mine, 
when I ſet my {elf to prepare for meeting and receiving 
Thee? My Thoughts, alas! are very rarely conſiſtent, 


immediate Addreſſes to thee. Tam not unmindful of 
thy Preſence then, more peculiar than at other times; I 
reflect upon the Indecency and Sin of ſuffering my Heart 
to divide it ſelt; I know, that when an Honour fo great 
is intended me, as that of Receiving the Lord of Men and 


city to thee; and yet I cannot fix and fill it with ghisone. 
Object; but in deſpight of all my Endeavours, and 
Self-reproacites, Frailty will prevail. 

Fay, the ſame Care and Reverence were much too 
little, where the Dignity ot the Thing is ſo much great 


Ark with its Ceremonial Symbols, and the Myſtical Body 
of my Bleſſed Saviour, with all the wondrous Effects ot 


Sacrifices, whoſe greateſt Excellence and Commendation 


were but employed, as attentively, as devoutly as it 


eager, O my God, how perſevering was the Zeal of 


but thouſand Wandrings and impertinent Diſtractions - 
intrude upon me; And hardly can I collect the Powers 
of mySou! into ſo compoſed aFrame,as becomes our more 


Angels, it ought to enlarge and devote its whole Capa- 


er. For wha? Compariſon can there be, Between an 


his Paſſion? How poor and deſpicable were thoſe Legal 


was, that they typified and foretold That One only Pere 
3, 6 | . 
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fect and ſufficient Sacrifice upon the Croſs, which in 
this Sacrament we at once commemorate and apply the 
Virtue ot to our ſelves ? If then the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets heretofore expreſt their Zeal and Devotion, by 
all the Marks of Reverence and profound Reſpect, to 
thoſe Figures of the Divine Preſence, and Shadows of 
Good Things tocome; ſhall I be negligent in my Pre- 
parations to meet my God himſelf? Shall I not indeed, 
as much exceed their greatSolicitude and pious Affection, 
which Kings arid Peaſants, Rich and Poor, univerſally 
expreſt, as the ſpiritual Participation of my Lord's Body 
and Blood, and the moſt precious Pledges of his Love 
and my Salvation excel the carnal Diſpenſation of a 


figurative Tabernacle, and the very diſtant and dark 


Signitications of future Bleſſings? They adored the Re. 
preſentation, and ſhall 1 diſregard the Subſtance, the 
End, the Perfection of all the Levitical Iuſtitution, the 


Sum of all God's Mercies, and Man's Hopes? If even 


Dawid thought it no Diſparagement to his Royal Cha. 
racter, to lay out his Time, His Study, his Strength, in 
tne Service of the Tabernacle; to compote Pſalms for 
the Worſhip of God, to ſtring his own Harp, and him- 
felt jayn and preſide in the C nſort; Nay even to Dance 
before the Ark, when brought up to irs place, and b 

his own Example teach his Subjects to exeit their utmo 

Might, and employ every Fair of Body and Soul, in 
expreſling their Zeal and Joy: What holy Gladneſs 
then is due, what enflamed Devotion, to Him, whom 
David in Spirit called Lord? What Songs of Praiſe, 
and Thanks ſhould adorn that ſolemn Feaſt, where 
Chriſt exhibits to us the Heavenly Manna, the Food of 


Souls? How ſhould we labour to omit no Teſtimony of 


our Reverence, no Sign of a hearty Welcome, and an 
humble Senſe of the unſpeakable Honourthis King ot 
Heaven does us, when he vouckſates w come Home,and 
dwell in our Hearts; and, by the conſecrated Elements, 
verily and indeed to give aud unite himſelf to every 
faithful Soul? FW | | 
Sce with what eager Zeal vain Men make long Pilgri- 
mages, and fly to the rgmotett Corners of the World, only 
£0 gin a Sight of the boattedReliques of ſome celebrated 
SUN ; to beentertained with long Accounts of Miracles, 
tO kiisa tilken Rag, or Froſtrate themſelves before a 
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Bone ſet in Gold ! But, alas! were all the Legends theſe 
fond Men give credit to, moſt true; yet What is here, 
that can deſerve their mighty Pains, or tedious Jour- 
neys? What Shrine can pretend to Sanctifie, or com- 
mand Veneration, in any degree comparable, to that 
ſaving and myſtical Preſence of God himſelf upon the 
Altar? The poor Effects of ſuch miitaken Zeal are but 
too manifeſt. Men generally g for Curipſity, and Di- 
verſion, not for the Improvement of their Minds; and 
they return accordingly. Better in no reſpect, except 
in having ſeen a thing much talkt of, which they had 
never ſeen before. Tis to be hoped, but few are ſo 
blind, fo wretchedly deluded, to imagine, that ſuch 
Penanccs and painful Travels can do them ſervice With- 
out true Contrition, and ſerious Reformation of Lite, 
And where Theſe are, much more ſubſtantial Advan- 
tages may be had a great deal nearer home. For lo] the 
King of Saints invites us, He gives the ſure and bleſſed 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs and Salvation, to all who wor- 
thily receive him: An Invitation, in compliance with 


which, Levity and Senſuality, a roving Head, or a gad- 


ding Humour have no part; but all is done by the wiſe 
and well-weighed Grace of a ſtedfaſt Faith; the com- 
tortable Aſſurance of a devout Hope; and the affectio- 
Nate Zcal of a ſincere and holy Love. | 
Oh! mighty Maker of the World ! whom, though we 
. plaialy {ce in all thy Works of Wonder, yet Thou thy 
FIeremaineſt inviſible; how aſtoniſhing are thy Diſpen- 
ations to the Sons of Men? How ſweet, how comtort- 
able, how full of efficacy, yer {till how unaccountable 
to Senſe and Reaſon, are the Methods by which thou art 
3 to communicate thy {elf to the Faithful in this 
Bleſled Sacrament? Where thy choſen and worthy Ser- 
vants partake of that heavenly Food, which nouriſhes 
their Souls to Life immortal; whileReprobates and bold 
Jatruders take empty Elements, void of Spiritual Sub- 
ſtance, and Saving Power. This is a Myſtery above our 


Comprehenſion. This kindles in us holy Zeal, and en- 


gagcs our devouteſt Affections. And by receiving Crea- 
tures, in themſelves of mean and common Efficacy, we 
find our Weakneſles ſtrengthned, our Decays recruited, 
and our Love of Thee and Virtue R heightned 


and confirmed. Who can expreſs, who can ern 


ons; 
nvig 
di 01 


arttain 


gener 
alten 
and St 


Pienty 


For 
holy Sg 
one {hr 
par th 
tor; 
every 


Book IV. of [JESUS CHETST,. 20 
that hidden, that amazing Diſtinction made in th Holy 
Supper; Whoſe Graces and good Effects are ſo liberaliy 
diſt ributed to the Faithful; and yet Unbelievers, and 
impenitent Men, have no Portion, no Experience at 
all of them? Who can diſcover thoſe myitical Me- 
thods, by which Spiritual Grace is conveyed with 
Bodily Suſtenance? How Bread and Wine ſhould be 
made Inſtruments of ſtrengthening the Soul; of pur- 
Bing away the Blemiſhes and Reproaches of Nature; 
icaling her Deformir ies and Diſcaſes; taking out the 

Stains of Sin and vicious Habits, contracted by con- 
verſing with a naughty World; ſubduing furious Paſſi- 
ons; rectifying and moderating irregular Deſires; and 
invigorating both the Body and Mind of teble Sinners 
at once? | 2 3909; 
Such is the new Life, and Heairh, and ſprightip : Vi. 
zour, which good and godiy Men experimenrally ind 
pon theſe Occaſions, And Who then can ſufficiently 


zament the general Lukewarmneſs, the cold Neglect, 


ne ſenſleſs Stupidity of Mankind upon this Occaſion ? 
5 How — are They of Chriit? How hardly pre- 
> vailed upon, to accept their own. Mercy, their Sanctift- 
; cation, their Redemption, in the Ways preſcribed by 
- himſelf tor imparting theſe. glorious Advantages £ 

How rudely do they turn their Backs upon that Featt, 
© WH whichcreates Joy in Heaven, and preſerves Earth and 
y us [nhabirantsfrom Mifery and Ruin? Oh the wreteh- 
* ed Blindnefs, the inflexible Obſtiriacy and Hardnets of 
t- Mens Hearts, which will not ſee, or ſeeing will nor 
le alue ſo ineſtimable Bencfits; but turn their very Hap- 
it pneſs into an Occaiion of Deſtruction, by ſuffering 
11 the frequent Opportunities, and the very eatinefs of 
r- attaining theſe precious Privileges, to bring them into 
ES general Diſeſteem; which make the Greatneſs uf their 
1d vaiter's Love, the abundant Proviſion tor their Healtii 
b- and Support, a Pretence tor ſtarving ii the midſt of 
uy Plenty | | | 
- 


For I can ſcarce perſuade my ſelt, but that, if this * 
oly Sacrament could be had in one Place, and from 

ne ſingle Hand only, Men wonld with eager Zeal re- | | 
par thither, and vaſt Crouds ot People ſtrive to parrake | 
„lo rare a Bleiſing. But now, when every Church and 
every Feſtival, When every Prieſt, and almoſt every 

1 8 | Lord's 
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Lord's Day, exhibits this delicious Food, brings it home 
to our Doors, and offers it to as many as are religiouſly 
and devoutly diſpoſed to accept the gracious Tenders; 
when every Sermon exhorts, entreats, conjures us to 
be thus happy; we turn our Backs, and {light the 
cheap, the eaſie Favour. Vet manifeſt it is, that the 
Kindneſs of our Lord is not the leſs, but much the 
greater, for putting the Terms ot our Salvation within 
Hur own Power; and leaving the whole Blame and 
Condemnation at our own Doors, it we retuſe to take 
what without onr Fault we can never want. And ſhall 
we then proceed to nauſeate and diſdain our greatett 
Bleſſings? To think them leſs valuable for being more 
common? No, bleſſed Jeſus ! We will acknowledge thy 
unſpeakable Bounty; We will moſt thankfully conteſs 
thee the good Shepherd, who haſt provided ſuch rich 
Suſtenance for thy Sheep, and leadeſt them out into tat 
Paſtures. Bleſted be thy Eternal Mercy, who vouchſa- 


felt to give thy Body, not only for, but to, thy poor Ser- 


vants, in this diſconſolate State: Who, not content to 
ſacrifice it once upon the croſs, offereſt it daily in the 


Sacrament; and haſt ſilenced all the Fears, and melan- 


choly Miſgivings of our own Guilt and Unworthinels, 

2 | | 

by that moſt tender, and compalſſionate, that molt exten - 

five, and univerſal Invitation; Come unto me, all ye that 

labour and are heavy laden, with the burden of your 
Sins, and 1 will refreſh you.. © a 


The Love of God tothe Soul manifeſted in this Sacrament. 


Diſciple | BEhold, Lord, thus encouraged, thus invi- 
ted, I come; but I do not preſume to do 

ſo, truſting in my own Rizhteouſneſs, but in thy mani fold 
and great Mercies. Iftecl, alas! my Weaknefles and 
Wants; and berake my ſelf to Thee for Relief: Sick 
and diſeaſed I fiy to the lhyſician of Souls; Hungry and 
Thirſty, to this Fountain of Living Water, and Bread of 
Life; Poor and needy to the Bountiful King of Heaven; 
a S:rvant to his kind Maſter ; a Creature to his com- 
paſſionate Creator, who hateth nothing that he hath 
made, and a forlorn diſconſolate Wretch, ro Thee, the 
Holy, rhe Eternal, the oniy Comiorter. But whence 
15 
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is this to Me, that my God ſhould vouchſafe to come un- 
to me? Or Who am l, that thou ſhould'ſt communi- 
cate to me thy own felt. £ How ſhall a wicked Sinner 
dare to apprar before thee? Or how canſt Thou, who 
art of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity,endure to make 
ſuch condeſcend ing Approaches, to a Soul polluted with 
Sin and & ith Uncleanneſs ? Thou ſeeſt my very inward 
Parts, and kngweſt Ihavennothing in me that is good, 
nothing to invite ſuch Mercy, nothing fit for the recep- 
tion of ſo pure, ſo glorious a Majeſty; I will therefore 
mo {;mbly canfeſs my own Vijenets,and thy unſpeak- 
ab Scodneſs; I will moſt thankfully praife, and ad- 
min. and adore thy marvellous Love, and exceeding a- 
| bund ent Grace. Fer this is purely thy own Act. No- 
| thing on my part cou deſerve, nothing could move thee 
to it. The more unworthy I am, the more conſpicuous 
is thy Goodneſ:, the more amazing thy Mercy and Con- 
a de ſcenſion. Since therefore thou art pleaſed to {toop fo” 
N low be it unto me according to thy Word. Since thou 
haſt thought fit to command my Approach, I will mult 
gladly teſtifie my ready Obedience; and only beg, that 
my own Sinfulneſs may not render me od ious in thy 
7 = . * 
: ght, nor fruſtrate theſe ineſtimable Mercies to me. 
n O ſweeteſt, k indeſt Saviour! What humble Reverence, 
5 what devout Thankfulneſs can be great enough? What 
Prue can be ſufficiently expreſſive of that Love, which 
\ 2dmirs ſo poor, ſo miſerable a Wretch, to the Paiticipa- 
tion of thoſe Divine Myſteries, the Dignity whereof no 
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, Tongue of Men or Angels can worthily fer forth? But 

p when I thus addreſs to my Lord, and am allowed ſuch 
i. intimate Familiarities with him, what ſort of Reflecti- 
by ons ought to fill my Breaſt ? To approach thee with all 
Id the profound Reſpect due upon ſuch Occaſions, is im- 
d poſhible ; I will therefore ſupply my want of Ability by 
+ the earneſtneſs of my Zeal; and molt humbly beſeech 
+ thee to accept thole heatty Deſires of the ineſtimable Be- 
75 nefit, by which my Soul and all its Faculties thirſt and 
rg pant moſt impatiently after Thee and thy Righteout- 
. neſs. When thou art 8 of my Meditations, the 
97 Matter is too vaſt for regular Thought; the Idea's to 
Tie dazling bright for a finite Underftanding ; and I quick- 
bh ly teel'my ſelf Joſt in Wonder and Aſtoniſhment. I 


will therefore turn my Eyes in ward, and entertain my 
34 {sit 
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ſelf with the leſs pleaſing indeed, but not leſs profitable, 
Proſpect of my own Unworthineſs; Laying my Soul low 
before thee, and from the ſenſe, how little, how mcer 
a nothing, how much worſe than nothing, I am, wii 
take the meaſure of thy Greatneſs, and torm Idea's of 
thy infinite Goodneſs. Fpraife-thee, O my God, from 
the bottom ot my Heart; and extol thy Name for even- 
more. I deſpiſe and deteſt my ſelf; and with the dee p- 
eit Hemulity put my Soul into thy Hands, that thy Fa- 
vo ur and Grace may exalt me, and make this deſpicable 
bie ſomething, who withoyt thy Mercy is leſs than 
nothing, &* * 
£2 rhe wide Extremes. O the unmeaſurable Diſtance! 
borween God, the Eflence and Perfection of Holincſs, and 
Man, the very Abftract of Filthand Sin. Yet does this 
Gol cxrend Compaſſion, and look down with Pity, on 
Thoſe who are not worchy ſo much as to lift up their 
Eyes to Him, Yet does he come to Us, delight to be with 
Us, promiſe to dwell with Us; call, and entrear, and 
impotme Us, to ſit and eat deliciouſly with Him. In- 
vites the Naked gad Hungry, the Beggars and Vaga- 
bands to his own Table, feeds them with Angels Ford, 
Pial. 78. feaſts them wi h the Bread ef Heaven, even 
that ling Bread which came down from Heaven, on 
pur poſe to give Life unto the World, John 6. 
l uherce could all this mighty Love proceed? 
What account can be given of ſuch wonderſul Conde- 
ſcenſion. ſuch tender Regards to loſt unworthy Crea- 
tures? What Thanks, what Praiſe, what humble Ado- 
ration do thoſe ſo highly obliged, ſo particularly favou- 
red Creatures owe in return for them? How Wiſe, how 
Saving was thy Defign in the firſt Inſtitution of this Ho- 
ly Supper ? How BY how delightful a Banquet haſt 
thou prepared for thy Gueſts, by ordering thy one Bo- 
dy and Blood for the myſtical Entertainment of the 
Faithful? How aſtoniſhing are the Operations of thy 
Grace and Power! How incomprehenſible the Methods 
of fulfilling thy moſt true Promiſe ! Thou ſpakeſt the 
Word in the beginning, and all things were created ; 
and by the ſame Almighty Word, thou commandeſt 
Bread and Wine, and they nouriſh Souls to Life Eter- 
na]. | | We, 
This is indeed a Subject, contrived,” not for the — 
| "SED PEEL 
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erciſe of our Reaſon, but of our Faith. We are not able 
to account for the mighty Efficacy of Elements in their 
own Nature eontemptible and Weak. We know not. 
how that God, whom the Whole Heavens cannot con- 
tain, ſhould dwellin the Hearts of Men; Bur this we 
know, that thou haſt promiſed, by and with this Sa 
crament, to enter into, and abide in, all worthy Re- 
ceivers; and thy Truth is ſufficient to ſilence and van- 
quiſn all choſe” imaginary Difficulties, which cavilling* 
and curious Men form to themſelves about ir. Come 
then and enter; and live, and reign in me for ever; 
Cleanſe and adorn with rhy Grace rhe Place of thy pe- 
culiar Refidence ; Preſerve my Heart and Body free 
trom all Impurity, and remove far away whatever may 
be offenſive to thy Holy Eyes; Let this Veſſel of mine 
be conſtantly poſſeſſed in Sanctification and Honour ; . 
that, with a peaceful and ſpotleſs Conſcience, I may 
frequently approach, and eagerly receive theſe adorable 
Myiteries, which thou haſt appointed, for the Comfort 
and Salvation of thoſe whom the King of Heaven de- 
lights to honour ; and for devout and lively Comme- 
morations of thy own moſt bitter, but moſt meritorious - 
and precious Death. =] | 
And Then, my Soul, rejoyce and be exceeding glad 
for fo noble a Favour, ſo heavenly a Refreſhment, ſo - 
rich a Conſolation, ro ſupport and ſweeten thy Paſ-- 
ſage through this Vale of Tears and Miſery, For, Eve 
- ry time thou attendeſt theſe holy Myſteries, thou off - 
- ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and drink his - Blood; - 
. tnou doſt act as it were over again the Work of thy» 


5 Redemption, and with great Effect partake of thy Sa- 

E viour's Merit and Sufferings; For this Love continues 

ſt al ways the ſame, and the Excellence and Worth of his 

* Propitiation, is an inexhauſtible Spring of Mercy- 

© Come therefore hither with new exalred Zeal, enlarge 

y thy heart and its Deſires, and doubt not, but thou ſhalt 

is at every Approach, return with treſh and plentitul Ac- 

To celſſions of Grace. Let not the Frequency abate thy 

3 Devotion; tor this Favour ſhould always em great; 

|t This Feaſt always honourable, and the Delights of it 

[- always new. And, by the Force of Pious Meditation, 
de Myſtery will affect thy wondring Mind at every Re- 

K. e tition, as it the Son of God were juſt that Momenr 
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' Diſciple.} PEhold,I come to thee, O Lord, deſirous ta 


Book IV. 


born from the Womb of his Immaculate Mother; as if 
tay Suffering Redeemer were in that Inſtant labouring 
under all his Agonies; and thy own Eyes beheld him 
hang ing, and bleeding, and dying on the Croſs. 


freer Cuer. WM. 
| Tae Bencfit of Communicating often. 


partake ot thy Promiſe, to beenrichedwith 
thy Gifts, and feaſted with that Heavenly Banquet, 
which thy Compaſſion hath prepared for hungry and 
drooping Souls. I know, O Lord, in Thee is all I need, 
all I can delire; my Health and Safety, my Hope and 
Strength, my Honour and Glory. Nuicken therefore 
and Cheriſh che Soul of thy Servant, tor unto Thee, O 
bleſſed Jeſus, do I life up my Soul. It is my earneſt Long- 
ing to receive thee with a becoming Reverence and De- 
votion ; the height of my Ambition to bring thee home 
to my Houſe; and, with Zacheus ot old, to be bleſſed 
and reckoned by thee among the true Spiritual Sons of 
Abraham. My Soul deſires to be fed and ſtrengthned 
by thy Body, and my Heart to be entiiely knit, inſepa- 
rably united, ro Thee. 
ive me but thy ſelf, and, whatever elſe thou with- 


holdeſt, I am ſatisfied. For all things beſides are miſe- 


rable Comtorters, and rather aggravate, than abate, my 
Wretchedneſs. Without thy Conſolations I am not 
able to ſubſiſt: And therefore feel an abſolute neceſſiy 
ob coming to thee often for freſn Supplies of Grace and 
Strength. My Spirits languiſh and ſink, and, if I faſt 
too long, I periſh for want of ſeaſonable Recruits from 


this heavenly Suſtenance. Thy Bowels heretotore 


yearned over the Multitudes, who came zrom- far to 
hear thy Saving Doctrine, and be healed of their bedi- 
ly Diſtempers. Thou would'ſt gor ſend them away 
empty, but Wert pleaſed to feed them by a Miracle, 
leſt they Mould feint by the way, Math. 15. Extend 
the ſame Compaſſion towards me, and let this Sacrament 
ſyſtain my fainting: Sou], in this Wilderneſs, barren a 
remote ſrom any true Comfort. For Thou art the. 
ſweet, the reyiving Food of linking and weary Spirits, 
and they who worthy. partake ef this Repaſt, are 
2236 | | | non- 
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nouriſhed unto Life Eternal. I am fadly ſenſihle of my 
Infirmities, and frequent Relapſes into Sin, and how 
urgent my Occafionsare for theſe repgated Refreſh- 
ments; I quickly cool aſter my Warmeſt Reſolutions; 
my e of Goodneſs ſicken and languiſh 7 ; 
and theſe Decays muſt end in-Spiricual Death, did not 
my Prayers, my Self- examinations, my Confeſſions and 
holy Sorrows, preparatory to this holy Feaſt, often return: 
did not this Divine Suſtenanee cleanſe and renew my 
Aſfections, confirm my Purpoſes of doing well, excite 
and enflame my Zeal and Love for God and good 
Works; Obſtinate Faſting would not more certainly 
quench all my vital Heat, and deſtroy my Body, | 
too long Abftinence-from-this Spiritual Food will waſte 
and nee enn the Soul and all its Powers of Li- 
Ving Ell. 4 + WY | 

I tind, and heartily bewail, a fatal Tendency to Evil 
and my Experienee, from my very Cradle, ſhews me, 
how ſtrongly J incline to Sin, and fall from bad to worſe, 
except a Remedy from above check this Indiſpoſit ion, 
and ſuccour and ſupport me from plunging into Hell. 

This Holy Communion is that Remedy; It calls back 
my wandring Steps, prevents my falling by Relapſe or 
ee ſtrengthens me in Grace and Goodneſs. 
And, if, even in my ſtudied and moſt laboured Devoti- 
ons, I am ſo often cold, ſo luke · warm at the beſt; How 
frozen ſhould I be, how inſenſible and dead, were theſe 

Helps laid aſide, and no ſuch Applications uſed to warm 
and quicken me? Though therefore my Life be not ſo 
pertect, that I am always in a fit diſpoſition to communi- 
date, yet it ſhall be my Care, at ſolemn and proper Sea- 
ons, not to loſe the Beneſit of theſe Holy Myſteries, or 
ever to refuſe my own Happineſs. - For this is the Sove- 
rcign Balm of wounded Conſciences; the great Preſer- 
varive of decaying Souls; the cheering Comtort of the 
Faithful, mourning their preſent State of Baniſhment, 
and groaning earneſtly for a Releaſe from the Afflictions 
and Infirmiries.of thoſe mortal Bodies, to which. thy 
Providence hath tor a time confined them. And the of- 
tener they thus remember their God, the greater is that 
Affection, and humble Devotion, with which they court 
and embrace their beloved Spouſe and Lord. ; 

But oh! how amazing is thy Love? and what is Yar, 

| | whom 
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whom thou thus vouchſafeſt to viſit? when the great 
God, the Creator of the World, and Father of the Spi- 
rits of all Fleſh, does not diſdain to deſcend into a poor 
Soul ? and fill the hungry Wretch with all his Fatneſs ? 
Happy that Breaſt, which is thus honoured, and unſpeak- 
able the Joy with which ir overflows! How glorious a 
Maſter, how agreeable a Gueſt, how pleaſant a Compa- 
nion, how faithtul a Friend, how beautiful, how honou- 
rable, how charming a Husband does it entertain and 
embrace? Let Heaven and Earth, and all their boaſted 
Excellencies keep ſilence before him; for if I have my 
Jeſus, I have All; For I have him from whom all other 
things derive their Excellence ; And Their borrowed 
precarious Perfections can miniſter no Joy, can make no 
Happineſs, without this great Original. They in them- 
ſelvesare nothing, they are but what he made them, 
and He alone is more, incomparably more and better, 
than all that ever was, or could be, made. 


C'n-a ps IV; 
The Pleaſures of devout Communion. 


Diſciple.) PRevent me, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
| my Lord and my God, with the Bleſſings 
and Graces of thy Holy Spirit, that thy Servant may 
taſte thy Sweetneſs, and approach this precious Feaſt, 
with ſuch Reverence and Zeal, and fervent Devotion, as 


thou wilt be pleaſed to accept. O viſit me with thy 


Salvation, and awaken me from Spiritual Sloth. and 


Slumber ; that I now may vigorouſty apply my {elf to 


draw and drink the livin Water, contained in this Foun- 
tain opened for Sin and for Uncleanneſs. Inlighten the 


Eyes of my Mind, that I may. ſee the wondrous Things 
of this thy Inſtitution; and ſtrengthen my Faith, that 
I may firmly and without ſcruple believe andexpectthoſe 


Operations, which my Reaſon is not able to account for. 
And why indeed ſhould I make any diffieulty to believe 
whatT cannot comprehend and trace the dark Foor-ſteps 
of, when Iremember, that it is not the Act of finite fer- 
dle Man, but the Work of an Almighty God; not an 
Invention or Project of Humane Reaſon, but the Inſtitu- 
tion and Promiſe of Him, who worketh all things ac- 
:ording to the wiſe and wonderful Counſel of his on 


un- 


8 


* 
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unbounden Will? To fathom theſe Depths to the bottom 
were an Attempt impracticable, even to the refined Un- 
derſtanding of an Angel; Well then may poor ſhort- 
ſighted Man turn giddy at the fight of this Abyſs, and 
confeſs the Well too deep, and the Cordage roo fhort. 
Sach and no better is the Condition of rhe moſt exalted 
Sainte, and what can I, the feebleſt even of Men, vile 
tintal Duſt and Aſhes, hope to diſcover by my molt in- 
duſtrious Search into theſe heavenly Myſteries ? : 

Inſtead therefore of nice Reaſoning and unprofitable 
Diſputes, I will approach with ſingleneſs of Heart, with 
firm and holy Hope, with an undoubted Faith, and pro- 
tbund Reverence; And, whateyer the Vanity of world- 
ly Wiſdom may ſuggeſt to the contrary, will not gueſti- 
on but thou art 9 in the Sacrament, though I can- 
not ſatishe the captious Enquirers after the particular 
manner of that Preſence. Thy Humane and Divine Na- 
ture are inſeparable, thus much I know; and no more 
but this, that thou art ſo preſent as God, as not to con- 
tract thy being Man. Tis upon this account, that 
thou art pleaſed to command my receiving thee, and 


haſt engaged to make me One with thy ſelf, by the ſtrict- 


eſt Union of a Holy Love. Shed therefore, I pray thee, 
thy ſpecial Grace into my Heart, that I may diſſolxe in 
this holy Fire, and become entirely thine ; Purge off my 
Droſs, and let me no more endure the Allay of any ba- 
jer Mixtures. For this Sacrament is the pureſt, the no- 
bleſt Refiner of Souls, the Health of the whole Man, 
the Reſtorative. of Spiritual Decays, the Cure of Vice. 
the Curb of Paſſions, the Antidote againſt Troubles and 
Temptations ; the Conveyance of greater Grace; the 
Increaſe of imperfe& Virtue; the Stay of Hope; the 
Recs of our Faith, and the mighty Incentive of our 

Rarity. | I, 5 

Who can expreſs the manifold, the aſtanihing Bene - 
fits, which thou frequently imparteſt to thy beloved, 
and religious Servants, by communicating in this blet- 
ſed Supper ? Even thou, my God, the Cheriſher of my. 
Soul, the Repairer of my Breaches by Infirmity and 
din, and Reſtorer of my inward Comfort and Peace. 
By This thou ſuſtaineſt them in Sadneſs and Affliction, 
and enableſt them ro walk upon the Waves of a trou- 


bleſom World ; by This chou cheereſt their an 
| « an 
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and Diſtruſt, and raiſeſt up their ſinking Spirits with that 
Aſſurance of thy gracious Protection and Aſſiſtance; by hes” 
This thou reneweſt their Nature, and purifieſt their At- WA 
fe&ions, that They, who came at firſt to this Table, wo 
with great Loathneſs and Dulneſs, tec] a new warmth * 5 
within, and by degrees are brought to frequent it with ; = 
unſpeskable Reliſh and Delight. Theſe happy and "OR 


glorious Effects thou produceſt by ſuch uncommon, 
unlikely Means, that Men may find experimentall 1 their fulfi 
t 


own Infirmities ; how little they are able to do of them- * 
ſelves, and how much, when ſtrengthened by Thee. 71 

That they are cold, inſenſible, ſtupid and dead to all 815 
religious Duties, is from their own Diſpoſition; that W 
they are zealous in good Works, cheerful in thy Ser- E LY 
vice, devout in thy Worſhip, is purely thy Gift. And = BY 
ſure none can come hither with tolerable Attention, but th 
»- he muſt return with {ome Improvement. For who can N c | 
lye at the Fountain-head, and not receive ſome Tincture Cod 
ont the Sweetneſs of the Spring? Who can ſtand cloſe Mano 
to the Fire, and feel no Heat; But thou art a Fountain 1 

ever full, ever overflowing ; Thou art the Fire, whoſe 75 
Flames are conſtantly expanding themſelves, to kindle ; 4. 
holy Affections in all! thoſe, who are careful to approach, : 1B 

and put themſelves in the way of their Activity. — 
It may be, Lam not worthy to drink at the Head of 155 23 
this Spring; or to take my fill of its refreſhing Streams; dleſſe 
but yet at leaſt I will apply my Mouth to ſome of its di- fruirft 
ftant Pipes and ſpreading Ri!ls, to catch a few of the ful : 
Drops, as they ſlide by, that I be not utterly barren, nor of 3 
dye with Drought and Thirſt. I may not be able to 7 
approach this Flame ſo near, that it ſhould refine and e, 0 
brighten me to a degree equal with the Purity of the d 
Cherubim and Seraphim; but yet I will not deſpair of Bleſſhs, 
being ſo far cheriſhed and warmed by it, that my Zeal ch . 
may be exalted ac:ording to the brightneſs of humane ws 
Virtues; And my ealivened Heart ſhall feel ſome glow- mont 
ings, if it do not flame out heavenly clear. Defects and rw L 
Infirmities, I know, I cannot be exempted from ; But 12 
what is 8 Ibeg my merciful Jeſus would fi A Tea 
ply. His Kindneſs will not fail ro make all equitable Soul be 
Allowances, and his Wiſdom knows where they are lick 
e to be made. Forgiven and made up they may or BY: 
, and J, unworthy as Iam, may be accepted. But 4 


that 


refreſh you. | 


MA 
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that Unworthineſs muſt not be made a Pretence for de- 
raining me from this Sacrament ; For ſure the moſt un- 
worthy are comprehended, and They who ſee, and la- 
ment, that they are ſuch, can leaſt of all be excluded, 
when he pronounces rage governs Invitation, Come unto 
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and t will 


The oftner I deſcend into my ſelf, the more I am con- 
vinced, that this Deſcription exactly ſures my State. I 
fulfill the primitive Sentence upon fallen Man, and la- 
bour in the Sweat of my Face, Gen. 3. The Sorrows of 
my Heart perplex and diſtract me, the Burden of my 
Sins preſſes me down, the Multitude of my Temptations 
are 2 perpetual Torment and Vexation, the Variety and 
Exorbitance ot my corrupt AﬀeCtions entangle, and con- 
found, and over- power my Reaſon; And in the midſt 
of theſe Calamities and 9 have no Succour, no 
Defence, no Supporter or Deliverer, but only Thee, my 
God; And therefore into thy Hands, my merciful Ma- 
ker and Saviour, I commit my ſelf, and all my Affairs; 
and beg that thou would*ft keep what is thus depoſited 
with thee, ſafe unto Life Eternal. O take me therefore 
into thy Cuſtody ; and, as thou haſt ordained thy Body 
and Blood to be the Food of Immortality, ſo grant, that 
it may have its proper Efficacy upon my Soul in parti- 
cular, to the Glory of thy Name, and the Honour of fo 
bleſſed an Inſtitution. And, that no Neglect or Un- 
fruitfulneſs of mine may obſtruct its kindly and power- 
tul Operations, Grant, I beſeech thee, my God and Sa- 
viour, that I may never be guilty of ſuch Diſreſpect, as 
wilfully to turn my Back upon thy Table; but may 


carneſtly long for, heartily rejoyce in, and diligently 


comply with,every Opportunity of receiving thismighty 
Bleſſing; and may ſo frequent and ſo improve under, 
thy merciful Diſpenſation that I ma — return, 
with greater Care and Zeal, more ſeetled Reſolutions, 
more irreconcilable Hatred againſt Sin, and more fer- 
vent Love for God and Goodneſs, than betore. So ſhall 


approach nearer to thet indeed, and each Sacrameng. =_—_ 
prove a freſh Advance toward Heaven; So ſhall m 


Soul be filled with the Treaſures of thy Mercy, the De- 
lights ot thy Secret Ones, and the raviſhing Foreraſts or 
tun Bliſs, which ſhall be always growing, till it be con- 

| | | lummaceg 
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ſummated at laſt, in that Eternal Feaſt, above, the Mary 
riage ſupper of the Lamb in thy Kingdom. Amen. 


CHAP. 


- 


Ts Dignity of the Sacrament, and Hendur of the Prieft- 
00d. 5 


Chriſt. IF Thou ſeeſt the Table richly furniſhed, and 
| art defirous to feaſt upon-theſe dainty: Mears, 
let that Deſire be duly rempered with Reyerence and 
holy Fear; for know, that if thou hadſt the Purity of an 
Angel, or the mortified Piety of John the Baptiſt, yet 
even thus thou could*ſt not deſerve ſo Divine a Bleſſing ; 
but ought'itco acknowledge it a mighty. Favour and 
Condeſcenſion, that thou art admitted to receive, and 
taſt, or even to touch, this bleſſed Sacrament. That 
Man ſhould conſecrate thoſe Elements, and by pronoun- 
cing a ſet Form of Words introduce a new Efficacy, and 
give them a myſtical Power, which Nature neither did, 
nor could provide them with before; that the Perſons 
preſent ſnould eat the Bread of Angels, and be filled 
with heavenly Food by virtue of ſuch Conſecration; 
Theſe are not the Effects of any extraordinary Merit in 
them who ſanctiſie, or who receive, thoſe Creatures ot 
Bread of Wine, but the pure and ſole Effect of Mercy 
and Grace. The Greatneſs of the Myſtery does indeed 
magnifie the Prieſtly Office, and Men ought to pay 2 
more than common Ref; to thoſe. Perſons, whom 
God hath honoured with a Privilege, not imparted. to 
the very Angels themſelves. For they whoare regularly 
ordained in the Church, are the only Perſons, by whoſe 
Miniſtry God gives the Body of his Son to us. They 
are the Perſons acting by his Commiſſion, they uſe the 
Form appointed by Chriſt himſelf, and have à conſtant 
mighty Effect attending upon their due Adminiſtrarion. 
But ſtill our Thoughts and Wonder muſt not terminate 
in Them, as it by heir own Power and Holineſs they 
could bring ſuch things to paſs. For They are only In- 
ſtruments; and therefore we muſt carry our Meditations 
farther, upas high as God himſelf, for he is the firſt 
and Principal Cauſe, he the iaviſible Worker ot this 
Miracle of Mercy; It is His Word, which made and 
governs all 'Things, that only can command 4 
| an 
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and common Elements to produce 15 and extra- 
ordinary Effects, and ſtrengthen and refreſh the Souls 
of the Faithful by the Body and Blood of Chriſt; ar 
the fame time, and with, a certain operation, as their 
Bodies are ſtrengthened and refreſhed by the Bread 
and Wige. 3 1 | CW 0 . 
When therefore thou approacheſt the Chriſtian Altar 
reſt not inthe Teſtimony of thy Senſes, nor dwell upon 
he outward and viſible figns ; but let thy Faith carr 
thee on to theinward and ſpiritual Grace, and exerciſe 
it ſelt ja contemplating the Almighty Power of God. 
And Thou, to whom the invoking this Power and its 
efficacious Preſence is committed, ſee that thou do ir 
with awful Reverence and godly Fear. Conſider whoſe 
Servant thou art, and what glorioas Character thou 
2alt received by Impoſit ion of the Biſhop's Hands. For 
thou art ordained a Prieſt for noble and religious Pur- 


poſes; The Excellence of thy Office conſiſts in giving 


thy Maſter's Family their Portion of Meat in due manner 
and ſeaſon: Be faithful therefore in the Execution of this 
weighty Truſt ; Proceed init with a fervent and exem- 
plary Devotion, and let it be thy firſt Care to offer up 
thy ſelf an unreprovable Sacrifice to God. Do nor 
imagine any part of thy Privilege to conſiſt in an Ex- 
emption from the Duties incumbent upon common 
Chriſtians. Alas! thy Burdon is not leſs bat greater, 
my Temptations more and fiercer, thy Danger more 
imminent, for being thus diſtinguiſhed. For it will be 
expected, that the Sanctity of Thy Manners, the Severity 
of Thy Virtue, the Conqueſt of Thy Paſſions, the Per- 
tection of Thy Holineſs, the Fervzncy and Zeal of Thy 
Devotion, {ould diſtinguiſh thee, as vilibly, as mi- 
nently, as thy Garb and thy Profeſſion do. Thar Thou 
ſhould*# be cloathed Key adorned wuh that Righte- 
oulneſs, that Innocence, that Gravity, of Which thy 
Rode is a ſignificant Emblem; and, as thon art be- 
cane a Leader, thou ſhould'it like wiſg be à Pattern to 
dne Flock. For the Converſation ot ſuch berſous thould 
be no longer contormable to the Cuſtons and corrupt 
Examples of the World, bur confined ro the Angels 
= ra 88 or to the Saints that excel in Virtue vpon 
arth. 5 | | 
When thou entreft into the Holy Place, and there 
| 33 " pXY 
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put'ſt on tlie Garmeims of thy Function, conſider what 


thou art going about, and how high a Place thou haſt 
obtaĩhed No 
great Hi#h- Piel in Heaven, and to Miniſter in his ſtead 
unto hiSPedple. Pirſt' therefore, with all Humility, 
bewail thy Own Unworthineſs, and confeſs thy Own 
Sins; then'with'a_ moſt extenſive Charity, and tender 
Coinpalſion, bewail, aud intercede for, the Sins of 
Others. Look ypog thy ſelf as a Mediator between God 
and Tradſgreſſors; to offer up Their Prayers, Con- 
tefſions and Tnankigivings to Him; and to hand down 
HisPardon-and Bleſſings to Them. And be not ſloth- 
ful or unthin king, careſeſs or cold in this Affair; For it 


1 


is molt important, ind requires thy moit diligent Atten- 


tion, thy möſteatneſt Importunity, thy mot. indefati- 


gable Perſeverance i never to be abared till thou have 
gained thy Point, and ptevailed for Mercy and Grace, 
by thoſe refolute Wreſtlings with God. But, hen thou 
cclebratett the Holy Supper, remember, thou art about 
a Work, which all Heaven and Earth are concern'd in; 
A Work, which, when performed as it ought, brings 
Honour to God, [oy to the bleſſed Angels, Edification 
to the Church of Chriſt, Convertion to Sinners;-Peaceto 
wounded Confciences,Comfort ts the affſicted, Strength 
to rae Feeble, and to thy felf Abundance of Grace, and 
an exceeding great Reward. 3 8 
Cn A. VI. 
An AF of Preparation vefore the Sacrament. 


Diſciple. IBB Ehold, Lord, with thy wonted Mercy, the 

Doubts and Confutions of, my rrovbled 
Breaſt! For when T Tok uþ'to Herreng aid confider 
the Ma RY my Great, my Hol, Gdd and from thence 
draw iy Eves back upon my feilt and view: my ben 
Vileneſs and horrible Sinfulneſs T afmaf perple ty and 
Diſtraction, Amd H rodr. Thon diddeſt me come; 
And, if I refuſe'or ſeglect to comply with that gracious 
Invitarion, I forſake my Gn Mercy, and deprive my 
{-1f of Life and Happinels: But it I come unvworthily, 
I am cqually miterable, 'and'fhall be puniſhed for the 


we Tndighity, of bringing ſo polluted a Gueſt, to ſe 


ure and heavenly a Feaſt. What Courſe then (hal! I 


take 


leſs, than to be the Reprefentarive of the 


— 
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take to be ſafe, when Dangen ad Death threaten on 
either hand i will evenſly tathe e, my God, and, inſtead 
of conſultingowith Fleſh and Blood or hear kning to the 
deceitfub Inſinuations of my too raſh, or too tim rous 
Reaſon, will atk Countel.ot. Thee, my infallible and 

onhy Orakleſin Diffieoulties, my neter: failing Help in Ne- 
ceſtitie Sand! NDiGreſlgs. who ph] 14770 % Poe? 3 N 

Teach me, I baſgtein hee the right Way, aud lead 
me i ſochiActhols Holy Preparation, as maybe pro- 
per and ſuirable torſo qx alte an Act ot Religion. j know 
that theſe Apptoaches to thee in the Bleſſed Sacrament 
ar6exceeding beneficial and delightful; but make me 
know withal, in hat manner thou muſt be appcoached, 
to render ithat Which! is. deſirable} in it ſelf and pro- 
fitable to Me in particular. Give me, I beſcech thee, 
2 due Senſe or the Greatneſs of the Myftery, and the Ex- 
cellence of thy Mercy. in it z add, conſequent, to thac, 
fill my Souk with pure anti holy Aſtectiens, with earneſt 
Longings/-with' godly Sorrow, witch ſincere and ſted- 
faſt Reſolutious, with profound Reveren :e, and ardent 
Devotion; that my Heart may be a clean, though homel), 
| Recepracle-for my Saviour, ſuch as, hz will not diſdain ; 
and I ſo well-diſpoſed a Gueſt at this Divine Feaſt, this 


£ 


| Spiritual Sacrifice; that thou-may'{t bid me welcome to 
thy Table, and the Food [receive there may nouriſh me 


| up to Health and Lite Eternal. Amen. 


ry N 1 5 4 | 
Cn Av. VII. i £21k 
of Self examination. 6 


Chriſt.] Bo ve all keepings keep thy Heart, and whe- 
: vi ther Prieſt, or private Chriſtian, rake good 
1 heed, that at thy coming to my Holy Table, thy De- 
r vation conſiſt not in outward Geſture, and Pomp and 
6 new only; Lam not to be impeſed upon with ſuch - 
| empty Formalities, but require an upright, humble and 
4 devout Mind, a Mind dow and proſtrate as thy Body, 4 
ſtedtaſt Faith and pure Intention, and unfeigned Zeal | 
5 tor God's Honour. Therefore, before thou preſume to 
b approach, examine well how thou art qualiſied: Search! 
/ I cicry Corner of thy Conſeience, and do thy utmoſt to 
Ee purge and caſt out all Remains of the old Leaven, Let 
„ va Sin unrepented of E thee; No Luſt gg 2 
| 36 Ul ES Woh and UE, Ge Ro oY YL ed 
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wor! My "Et, car Ws ſtections; every Feubnz Deßire, 
every 3 Lr Red. Paſſion on: Obs 1 how the Motions 
of evi Con api ſcenge abonud and domineer 10 ho n- 
gnarded thoũ art in thy out Ward ne nel he ge- 
nera] Conrſeof thy Convexſation; haw.callly. they art 
| an cd: by Vanity ; how Wee ipod rg the 
Fi, bs Fahy Of Appetite and Senſe; a8 carclels and 
* in ce Concerns of. NBR apt 
et thy ſelf looſè to Laughter and. ertrayagznz Mirt 
and how exceeding loth to mou far, ; thy, Sins; ih. 
tr ue, ſaving and receſlary, Contrition ; how 5 10¹ 
Nadel the Pleaſures and Advantages of, SPAR 
ow heavy abd fonts N art 3 1 
Morrification 8nd godly. Zeal, How mipl Bao hors my 
inquiſitive after News and Trifles, an greedy to, en- 
re: rained with every Pomp and Reaury that. can pleaſe 
thy Sight; but how negligent and 50 ghar how full“ 
of Difr egard and Diſdain, A Things © GE BUY: ppea· 
rance, bur of true inward Warth, and 1 85 ity, le 


8 Ence to A better State How erecd y- 17 7 Res by 
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and how drowſie and lifeleſs in Prayer or holy Duties; 
how-impatient till they are done; and how full of wan- 
by,» impertinent Thoughts, while rheyare in do- 
ing; How 'eatily diverted from thy ſtated Hours of De- 
votion how tuke-warm in receiving the bleſſed Sacra - 
ment, how unfixee in thy Mind at the very time of 
communĩcat ing and how barren and unprofirable atrer- 
wards; How ſoon provoked to Anger 145 every 
ſlight Miſcarriage, and yer how apt to give Offence to 
others; how'prone' ro judge, and ſeverely cenſure, thy 
Bretheren; how ſtiff and politive in thoſe Judgments 
and hard Conſtructions : How inſolent and immoderatc- - 
ly exalted-with good Fortune, and how feeble and de- 
jected under every Crofs or Difappointmenc : How full 
ot good Intentions, and how few of thoſe Intentions 
have any good ' effect. ' 75 25 

Theſe, and many oe Defects, of which each Mans 
own .Confcience can beſtinform him, it is thy Duty to 
enquire into very nicely; to bewail ſeriouſly; ro contels 
with the profoundeſt Humility, and with firm purpoſe 
of amendment for the time ro -come. When this 18 
done, then, without any ſecret Reſerve to thine on · In- 
clinations, reſign ay entirely up to God to be gover- - 
ned by him, and offer ro the glory of his Name, % 
Soul and Boay, a holy, living, and reaſonable ' Sacrifice : - 
Thus ſhale thou come to me worthily, and receive my 
myſtical Body to thy infinite advantage. 

For there is no other Satisfaction in Man's Power to 
make for his great Affronts, and manitold Provocations - 
: againſt the Maieſ on High; No Oblat ion more accep- 

table than that of a broken and contrite, a pure and 
upright Heart, offered to God in this Sacrament. He 
deſires nothing but thy ſelf, and he deſires this, not tor - 
his own, but thy ſake. He who brings it let him not 
doubt Acceptance; for God never deipiſes or rejects a 
true Penirenc, but embraces returning Prodigals, Witti 
the Tenderneſs of a Father; and grants fhem Pardon 
Gun Grace for the fütüte, Is Word, ha 
Oath is paſled, and. He wha cannos_lye may ſecurely. 
ve depended npon. 4s li us ſaith the, Lord, 1 have 19. 
Pleaſure in the Death of s Sinner, but. rather that ke 
jhoute' be converted and li ut; and At what time ſoever - 
*he e Man enn {rom hi;iceeant/; hd x 
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he hath commitea, and dot that which is lawful. and 
hie, he halli Ae pod alive; Regent there fire, and 


turn our ſ elde from ail jour Tranſgreſſiang; and for Tui- 
queiryoſlralt nut be your , Facks 18. Fr I wi be - 


merciful.to our Varig keuſieſs, ant'your Sins and In- 
firmitias will remember no moſ s, . 06 201 eee 
L 7% 1 $55-62>4 34 Iv QUE WT £4 bad ii; 
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Chriſt dyed for us, that Wa. ſhould live to Hm. 


% 
o 
© # 


Cori 4 Ehold and tale Example by Me. L hung upon 
g Pp B the Crofts with a naked Body, arid Aa | 


outArms, and thus offerecꝭ my felt to my Father for thy 


Sins. No part of me remained, Which was not given in 
2tonement to appeaſe the Wrath of thy juſtly incenſed 
Judge. Aud thou in the like manner muſt think it thy 
Puty, freely and Wholly to give up thy felt, a clean and 
holy Sacrifice. Every Power, every Affection of the 
Soul muſt be conſecrated to Me in the Blefled! Sarra- 
ment. What doth the Lord require of thee,” hut to oon 


ſult thy on ntereſt, and ſave thy ſelf by: conveying 

over thy ſelt to me Whatever elſe chou dedieareſt t 

ny Ser vice, is ot no value, na conſider ation With me; 
ne dim 


for Ileek not Fhine, but Thee. (2 


As all the World belides would fail of procuring thy 
Happineſs and Satis faction, if deprived of 'Me fo all 
thy Wealth and Giits fer apart for my uſe, can never be 


well picating inmy ſight, unlcfs wil Them thou: 7 
for 


veſt thy own ſelf. My whole Perſon was ſacfifſeed for 
thy Redemption; either of my Natures ſingle had been 
luffeient to propitiate for thy Sins; My whole Body and 
Bloods ſer upon my Table for thy. Entertafment; and 
what can be the meaning of all this, but td I Hold be 
emirely thine, and Thou entirely mine? But if thou art 
ſincere in this Oblation, if it be made wih 75 5" i 
and Exceptions, the Offering is not perfect, te Sacrifice 
is maimed, detective in its Pa: ta, and the Union, which 
ſhould tollow upon it, muſt he proportionably lame and 
imperfect. The firſt thing therefore to be taken eare ot 
is the'liberal and füll Rehgnarion of thy Perſoa. This 
muſt racommenq and fanttife al hy other Acts of Reli- 
gion; and, Ti thou art releaſed from the Bondage of 
divided Attections, tou cart not attain Grace and 222 
, 1 
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linglenefs ot Heart ro dedicate my ſelf ta Thee, never t 


retraſt he Gift, but eontive thine for ever. Accept me 


the leaſt Spot of Guile N Purge my 
Conſcience from their Stain, 
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Embraces, and aſſure me of thy Affection by a Kiſs of 
Reconciliation and Peace. I eee eee 
What Satisfaction can I make for all my Injuries and 
bold Affronts to thy righteous Laws, but that alone of 
humble Confeſſion, deep Sorrow, and hearty Prayers 
for thy acceptance of thy Son's Atotiement? I do moſt 
heartily bewail and deteſt all my Wickedneſe, and, by 
thy Grace, will never be guilty of the like any more; 1 
do, and willto the laſt Mmute of my Life, grieve for 
theſe Folies, and am deſirous by my future Carriage, to 
teſtiſie the Truth of my Repentance, and make the beſt 
Reparation I am able for the Scandal Ihave given for- 
merly. - O Lord, pardon ;-O Lord, forgwe; defer not 
for thy own ſake, O my God; but let thy * lo- 
rified in ſparing the Soul of thy Servant, whom thou haſt 
redeemed with thy moſt ons Blood. Behold I com- 
mit my ſelf wholly to thy Mercy, and depoſit my Spi- 
rit in my Hands, O deal with me according to thy great 
Goodneiz,and not aftermySins and grievousWickedneſs. 
To Thee 1 humbly offer all in-me that is good, A ve- 
ry poor imperfect 
worthleſs as it is, I beg thou wilt accept it ; Supply my. 
Defects, ſanctiſie and exalt what is debaſed with Infir- 
mity or impure Mixtures; diſdain not my fincere,though 
weak, Endeavours; and enable me daily todo better; 
and raiſe at laſt this ſtothful, unprofitable Creature to 
{uch degrees of Virtue and ſucceſsful Activity, as may, 
by the molt diligent uſe of thy Grace, end in a bleſs d 
and bright Eternity. | 


| alfo offer up to Thee, the Prayers and good Wiſhes 


of all that have interceded for Me, or deſired my Inter- 
ceſſions for Them: The Neceſſities and Diſtreſſes of my 
Friends and Relations, and all that have done good to 
Me, or Others, for thy ſake; imploring that thou wouldit 
aſſiſt them by thy Grace, comfort them in their Trou- 
dles, protect them in all Dangers, deliver them from Pu- 
niſhment and Death Eternal, and fb reſcue them from 
all Evil, that they may Magnifie thy good Providence, 
and withthanktul Hearts rejoyce in thy. Mercy. 

In a more particular Manner, accept, I beſeech thee, 
of my moſt hearty Prayers, and Peace-offterings, for All, 


who have injured Mein Word or Deed, created me a- 


ny Diſturbance by ill Treatment, ſlandered or reviled 


ring I with ſhame confeſs it; but, 


\ oe 
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me with i Language, or given mea nanner of Un- 
eaſineſs, or angry Reſen 4; :AndoMhewile,: for all 
whom I: have injured, griey a by. Word or 

Deed, kn wing ee or Without de- 
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Chriſt 3 Ii by no wens ſuKicient;thavddemdaOnce;! 
or ver Rarely zepair toithis Har Snora- - 
ment; Bs, as chair Occaſi and · Ne cefities are fre- 
quent, fo ſhould: their Care N ſcek ing Supplies ha The. 
Paſions al the Soukare daily in — and —.— 
ſcaſes and evil Habirs get ground by their: malig; 
ſpreading Quality; The 1 ob the Devi 170 
ſeldom inter mittt d, or, if they he, tis on hy out of wick 
ed Sabclawpurtion © even chaſe Intervals of iet mayicon- 
tribute thegmore: eſfectually ta Mens ruin; anti if this be, 
as moſt aſſured ly t is ti 1 urgent 
thy Wants are, and ham eque ot: chy Naturns aug ht to - 
be to this Fauntain of; — — That Here thou 
may ſt drink living Water, and: quench he raging Fe- 
vers of thy Soul, that HerethoumayftreceieBalm i into 
thy Wounds; and apply proper Remedies 20 chy ſeveral 
Indiſpaſitions; that: thou may ſt grow / more w iſe and 
wary ob” ſach Recollections, more clearly underſtand 
thy own State, by thoſe 3 ich prepars 


thee for my Tabla; r this holy Meal; 
be irengghened againſt Aﬀaules © of the Enemy, an 
more 
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more upon thy Guard againſt his ſubtle Inſinuations: 


And One of his Inſinuations it certainly is, to hinder and 
from "Comnrantchity ofzen As being 
vantages my fed 


draw Men off | o 
very ſenſible how great and happy Ado 

by doing ſo ; and that this js the'very beſt” Courſethey 
can poſſibly take, of ſecuring themſelves; aud defeating 


his malicious Enfeavours to dæbauch and.deftyoy their 


Souls. Fils 7224 13.4 40 eee r 7 


— 


Fox this reaſon Men are fiot to chin fr ftrati te 


nd the Devil ehen more eſpecially bufie, When kh 
| ſer. themſelves with a more cha common Earneſtneſs to 


the Preparation for, or the Exerciſe of, th e moſt ſdleman 


and exalted Acts of Religion. For this wicked, Spirit, 


as the Hiſtory of Job intimates, is always induſtrious 
to mingle hicnſelf with the Sons of God, when they ap- 
pear betore their Heavenly Father, 'Fob f. He contrives 
then togiverhenygreatDiſtyrbance,rodatapfrhicir ſoys, . 
atul break their holy Purpoſes by ſuggeſting many Fears, 
2 their Minds with unneceſſary Scruples- 
le 


He terrifies t 


m with e e mba ry their own 
Damnation, and k them | 


ck by miſtaken Notions 


of their Unworthineſs'and Danger. If he can thus pre- 


vail, either for a total Neglect ot this Sacrament, or con- 


terive, that they ſhall come fultof Doubts and Diffaril. 


faction, he gains his Point. But be not ignorant of his 


Devices; Inform thy ſelf rightly of thy Duty, whercin 
Unworthineſs does truly cfiſt; that nothing but want 


of Sincerity and due Reverente can bring thee into ha- 
zard, and then defpiſe his vain Attempts to diſcompoſe 


and evacuate thy good Intentions. Retort his wicked 


Craft back upon his own Head, by being more vigilapt, 
more careful, more reſolved; but by no meatis 6mir 
this Duty, nor ſuffer thy ſelf to be drawn off from that 


Communion, which is the fovereign Antidote, the beſt 


Preſervative, againſt Sin and Tempration. 
It he labour to diſguiſe bis deviliſn Arts, under the 
us colour of Caution and Humilich and Want of 


more perfect Devotion, Lay aſide thy unproſitable and | 


diſquiet ing Anxieties, and flee for Succonr-and Advice 
to {ome .godly. Paſtor. Let his Prudence direct thy 


doubting Steps ; and unboſom thy ſelf freely to Him, 


that by confeſſing thy Sins, and opening thy Caſe to the 
ghoſtly 


Phyfician of Souls, thou may'ſt receive the Benefit of 


truth | 


k LS —_— 


A 
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ghoſtly Counſel, and the. Comte, of eme 
that no $0640, hurt hee, or render-thee an unworthy 
a gehe 1 5 . Reg repented 
Ather, vie Seel thy Doubts and 
SIO hi and check thy im- 
1 Too in 14 55 1 — h Tera not any Naaru | 
ory n deterr the from coming to 
Cs 1232 but make, Der haſt.co re- 
Rp 1 880 PU p — 7 away thoſe Offences 
which LON ie Fig drawn down the Af. 
fiction upon rhee. - * oo ard erenee herween Thee 
and thy Ap ara detain thee; for there is a ſhort and 
wn Stang: removing this Dofirudtion, ren 
aying for go hoſe. le hy ba have-grieved: or * | 
85 1 9 ſelf and asking Pardonof 
e 4 5 dude d Abit dichte ſs 
e ho not to be {Fr upon a due Submiſſion ; - 
Yer 8005 er, that. t ir, Obſtinacy and N 
ought. to bs po Obſtcg ion to the performance of thy 
Duty; Thau haſt 2 1752 Part, and God will de ſure f 
to forgive 231 accept th 1 on, the Men do not. 
What bangle Can ay Ae to n I 
from the putting off 0 e 
torbearigg to 8 tot NED i Moſt-cer2- 
tail ly, Hen ane is d 1 greateſt wiſdom is to * 
wel L again mg c po he can; To er the 5 
lignity, and icharge the Venom your diately z.iT = | 
will y the, Cure be 1 7 87 Pie y, more ſucceſsful.. 
For” en Belay adds ro the. Hiſtemper, and gathers 
0 and mare Pare Maries, $yoy.cmue the preſent 
WO. NItY upon, One Pretence; Another and mare pre- 
v3 


may inter paſe, aud depriye you of che. next. 
And thus hed 10 5 — will be wroughit upon tO excule: 


your ſe]t 08 and byJopger A Ab ſtinence be- 

come le 35 E Sk [139 4)e's, willing, do return te,, 
Duty. arte ever Burden then, you find upon ron Mint, 

get quit of it 9 5 $$. 9 5 ge your Seth and 


Back w] ſs or there can. ne ver come any 
20d ebe onging your d chore Tr c B and ma- 
ing the comm wo Jo ano of. Wo ſineſs, a 
reaſon for ,negl gle JIN you a Ke t your , Rorgadncereſt... 
This is mpſt mani xperience Will prove the 
truth of it, when it is 190 late; that che longer you 


de- 
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defer Communicating, the leſs you will find your ſelf 
diſpofed to it, and a ſtrange Careleſneſs and Diſręgard 
for holy Exerciſes will inſenſibly creep upon your Mind, 
and get a NG II which is a moſt lamentable 
thing to conſider, many louſe and diſſolute, nay many 
thoughtleſs and luke warm People, allow themſelves in 
3 — and induſtriouſly ſeek Prerences to 
deferr their Repentanceand Approaches to the Lord's 
Table, — avoid, as they think, che Neceſſity of 

i eir darling Lufts; and the keeping that 


arting with 
2 Cuartupon their Converſations, without Which 


they muſt be loſt to all Eternixy. 15 
ow cold, alas! is thoſe Mens Love for Me? How 
feeble their Devotion, who, upon ſuch frivolous Pre- 
tences, can diſpenſe with this ſo neceſſary Duty, ſo glo- 
rious Privilege, of Communicating at my Table? How 
happy, how eaſie to himſelf, how acceptable, how dear 
to God is that Man, whoſe Conduct is ſo ſtrictly virtu- 
ous, whoſe Conſcience ſo void of ſtain and reproach, that 


he could every Day moſt cheerfully, moſt ſafely partake 


of this heavenly Feaſt, were the Opportunities of doing 
ſo +; to his Diſpoſition, and might his Zeal eſcape the 
Cenſure of needleſs Oſtentation? For a Man is not pre- 
ſently to be candemned, who does not ſeek or embrace 
every poſſible Occaſion of Communicating. There may 
be ſome very allowable, and others even commendadic, 
Reaſons for abſenting. If out of deep Humility, andaw - 
ful Reverence, or as a voluntary Puniſhment inflicted up- 
on a Man's ſelf for ſome grie vous Relapſe, heimpoſe this 
Penance, or dread to come: The Reſpect paid to the Or- 
dinance, or the holy Indignation conceived againſt him. 
felf, may be better accepted and more becoming, than 
Receiving in ſuch Circumſtances. But this muſt not b. 
ſo far indulged, that long Diſuſe ſnould produce Indit- 
ference and Diſregard for the Sacrament; For, if once 
the Soul degenerate into Neglect and Spiritual Slot h, all 
poſſible Endeavours muſt be uſed to àwaken it. Nor 
doubting but that God will be ever preſent withthe Al- 
ſiſtances of his Grace, and ſecond thy Care with Success 
proportionable to thy Vigour and Diligence, and the 
Sincerity of thy good Intentions. 


But One thing muſt always be obſerved, Thar, when | 


the Hindrances to Communicating are real and impor- 


tant 


ny orh 
tion of 
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tant and neceſſary, not frivolous. Excuſes induſtriouſi 
ſought, or readily laid hold on to coyer ,Impiery —1 
N egligence, the Perſon fo detained is preſent in Wiſh and 
Inclination, though not in actual attendance. And then 
the Benefit of the Sacrament, and all the Saving Effects 
of it are as fully imparted to him, as his Appearance in 

the Congregation, and the Elements themſelves, could 


have enſured. thempFor tis a great Miſtake to imagine, 


1 > > 


that good Men receive not the Advantages of Qltriit's 
Body and ar gr er 4 juſt . 
outward and viſible Signs of them: Every Day, Every 
Hour furniſhes Opportunities of Communicating ſpiri- 
tually, and a Man thus compoſed can never beſurprized, 
never find any difficulty to comply with any Occaſion of 
doing it publickly. For an innocent Life, and a devour 
Mind are a conſtant / Preparation. But when the nina} 
Seaſons return, and eſpecially the Solemn Feſtivals, 
wherein the great and glorious Myſteries of the Chriſti- 
an Religion are commemorated, then ſuch a ohe will 
think it his Duty to joyn with the Pyblick Aſſemblies - 
in this ſublimett Inſtance of Piety and Thankſgiving ; 
He will approach with a Heart full of Affection 1975 8 

Him. 


verence; and eſteem this Homage due, nat only to 


ſelf for the Comforts and Ad vantages he may expect from 
it, but more eſpecially to Me, for the Honour and Tri- 
bure of Praiſe, by which my Name and Mercies ought to 
be thus . magnified among Men. Aud this is a Frow- 
which can only redound to me by open and vibe Ate 
of Worfhip;Whereas the Other of private Tmproverent 
and myſtical Communion with Chrift, is attain:d-in ſe 
crer, and conſtantly follows upon every religious Medi- 
tation concerning my Incarnation, and Sufferirigs, or a- 
ny other of the myſterionsWurks, by which the Redemp- 
tion of Mynkind was compleared, and the piou sAffecti- 
ons of Chrittians are cheriſhed and inflandecl. «ts 
They who referye themfelves tor che Feiſts of the 
Church only, and take fo care to put their Souls in à due 
Poſtare for Receiving, except only when ſuch Sulemni- 
ries call them to it, are feldom or never prepared às they. 
ought to be. He is the fate, the happy Man, who makes 
it his frequent Practice, and conſtantly offers up himfelt. - 
2 Sacrifice to his God. In the Act of. Communicating 
keep Rule and Order, and let not thy Haſte or Impati- 
| | 2 | ence, 
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ence, the Lengrh of thy private Devotions, or any other 
Singularity of thy on Fancy, give Diſturbance to the 
common Uſages and Ceremonies of the Congregation 
whereof thou art a Member. For take this along with 
#hee, That; even inthis part of 9 where Zeal 
and Devotion are moſt acceptable Ingredients, yet theſe 
very Qualifications, when indulged out of Seaſon and 
Meaſure, loſe all their Value; and are not half ſo plea- 
ling in the ſight of God, as unaffected Modeſty, and an 
humble decent Compliance with the eſtabliihed Orders, 
and Cuſtoms of the Church, and the Convenience of o- 
chers; who ought not to be diſturbed, or incommoded 
tor the fantaſtical or peculiar Ways of any private Per- 
r * 


5 C H A p. XI. f 
The Benefit of Chriſt's Body, and Mord. 


Di[ciple.] O Sweeteſt, deareſt Jeſus, Who Gan expreſs 
| he Charms, the Tranſports, of that Soul, 
ec 


which feaſts with rhee at thy Table? That Table, where 
no common Food is placed, but tlie Divine Entertain- 
ment ot thy own Body and Blood. An Entertainment 
delicious, above all that Man can expreſs or imagine! 
What Satisfaction ſhould we take to come into thy Ta- 
bernacle, and fall low on our Knees before thy Foot- 
itool, to open wide our Hearts for the Delights of thy 
Houle, and, with Mary Magdalen to walh thy holy 
Feet with Tears of Love. But where, alas! is this Devo- 
tion to be found? Where arethoſe Eyes overflowing with 
pious Sorrow ? Or, if that Sorrow be ſwallowed up in 
ſoy, yet ought we not even thus to approach thee with 
dry Eyes; But Tears of Joy ſhould trickle down apace, 
when we conſider our mighty Privilege, and the ap- 
pineſs of being admitted ro thy blefied Preſence, and 
made Parta:crs of the Bliſs of Angels. For, as they real. 
ly behold thy Face in Glory, ſo am I ſure to ſee, and to 
:ccelye thee, in the myſtick Elements, though covered 
there nnder a different Form, and ſhrouded in a Veil ot 


* 


Bread and Wine. | MP "A cb 155 
Tadore thy'Goodnels, Which thus condeſcends to the 

Intirmicies of Hlumane Nature, and in much Compallion 

is pleaſed und. tlie ſe ſenſibleRepreſentations to hide ſag 
ROOT Herts oaks paces ele- 


4 


ly Co 
ſpiritu 


c e 
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* 


. 


Strength. But, tho my Eyes ſee thee. 
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lorious Majeſty, whoſe native Luſtre is too piercing; 
right, tor Me or any created Being to behold. in its ful 

| | a8 thou art, 
yet here, I Know, I have chee malt effectually, and do. 


therefore moſt humbly, adore that Divinity on, Earth, 


which Angels proſtrate theralclyes before in Heaven. 1 
do it through a Glaſs, and I gaze with the Eyes of Faith; 
They are permitted to dot Lace to Face and te n . 
vn as theyareknown; 1. Cor. TB. And, chobghythisGlaſs 
be dark and dim, yet it is, ane ought ta be content 
with, ſince Mortality admits of nothing better; not gan 
Lattain any high Perfection, ill the ay of ev exlaſting 
Life dawn, and the thick Shadows of Figures are {carrer- 
ed by its Brightneſs, . When that which..is Periz& ſhall 
come, then will all Ufe tor Sacrameius. bs {aperieded,. 
and tor ever-ceaſe; For Theſe are Remedics and Fxpe- 
dients, accommodated to a State of Frailty and Imper- 
fection, ſuch as the Bleſſed above have no a for. 
They are endleſs and voſported Pertedti „and ever 
r joy cing in the Beams of thy glorious Preſenge; They 
ſtathee as thou art, and arc transformed into the £5 
kncies.,they, ſee; They taſte the Word made Fieths 
1 John z. not in the Symbols of his Humane Nature, bur, 
in the Native Eharms of his ,Divine ; as he was the, 
8 of God from all Eternity, ang Mall continue o 
or. Se e e ee 
When theſe Idea's fo Git ot Wonder emgloy my 
Thoughts, I feel a generpus Piſdain, Wen of world - 
iy Comforts, but am provgked ta diftiteem even tifoly. 
ſpiritual and better Eoalolarigns, Which my. Grace at 
preſeat diffuſes through my So!: And a belides ſeenis 
poor and deſpicable,. 2 long as . am gebarredithe Sight 
of my Love and Lord: Thou knowelt the Secrets of my 
Heart, and wilt bear Teſtimony to che Sincerity.ofthoie 
Proteſſions I make, when, Ideglare,, that nothing leſs 
than God, whom I molt Sencltiy Ling for ever to con- 
template, can ſatisfie and fill the impatient Delires of my 
enlarged Soul. But this, I know, is a Bleſſing, not to 
be obtained by mortal Man, and therefore I will ſer my 
ſelf with Patience to wait the Time appointed for it. 
Thus did thy daints of old, who noxy partake of the ſoys 
and Kingdom of their Lord. Their Fah was vigorous, 
and che ix Perſeverance I their Thirſtings eager, 
2 ut”, 


x 


— 
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but their Patience exemplary and humble, till that B 
Coming of their Lord, which they thought * * of 
zeaſt releaſed, and exaſted them. My Hope, my Faith Ch 
are now.the{ame,which Theirs were then; and, I truſt, Th 
my Joy and Crown, ſhall, by thy Grace and: Mercy, be He 
one Day the {ame too. Fill that Day come, I will tread De 
in their Steps, and ſup Vſelt by the contemplation. and 
of their bright Examples... ThyHoty Scriprores [halle us-1 
my Comfort; In Ihem, as in a Glas, Iwill vicw. and a- bot 
dotn my Soul: And above all, thy bleſſod Body and Pro 
Blood mall be my Spiritual Suſtenancei Here will Heel E 
£5 Strengeh 99 here apply Balm to my Gai 


1 
1 
£ 
' 
, 


9 Wounds, gat Phylick to my Piſeaſes, and hirher fly for hol 
Retjige in all my Fears, and Dangers, and Temptations. ' an 
by Ibo things are plainly-neceſſary.to the preſervation itz ti 
» et Lite, without which no Miſery could be fo infuppor-- {ing 
Þ table, as that of living here: The diſmal-Conftinement and 
9 ot this Priſon of Flefh can only be endured by the Help Hob 
1 Mengen Light, Thy, Mercy hath nor left us deiti- how 
8 ute of this Proviſion; but kindly given thy holy Body ſo a 
„ or. my Reſreſhment and Suſtenance, and thy holy Word thor 
li $>r 4-Laptern unto my Feet, and a Light untamy Paths, rupt 
i. fal. 1 xp. To:theſe l owe, not my Comtort alone, but or tri 
9 | even my Life'tt{elt ; For the Word of God is the Light | ov 
| of the Soul, and rhe Sacrament of his Death is tlie Bread and c 
i, of Lyfe. __ Theſcare the two Tables of the Chriſtian, dying 
* reſembling thoſe of, the jewiſh, Church herctofore, way! 
4 where.the Diyine Treaſures are expoſed and preſerved. Objee 
The One, like yur of the Shew-bread, furniſhed moſt vite ! 
richly with the Symbols of thy precious Body; the Other the A 
like the Regoſitory if the Law, containing holy Do of Gr: 
Arines, preſcribing true and ſaving Faith, and leading itircirh 
us with in the Veil to the moſt holy Place, Heb, 9. — 
All Honour, and Praiſe, and er, be to the, that b 
dleſied Jeſus, Light of eternal uncreated Light, for the Br ye 
Table of his heavenly Doctrine, ſpread and adorned by But ſu 
the Miniſtry of his inſpired Servants, the Prophets, der th 
Apoſtles, and other holy Writers, taught by Himfelt, of A 
that they might teach us. All Glory and Thanks be to And tt 
the great Creator and-merciful Redecmer of Mankind, ho a 
for his extenſive tender Love, in preparing a plenteous alone! 
Feaſt for all the World: Not like that Paſchal Lamb of in engt 


old, a Type and Shadow only, but the very Subſtance 


Book IV. of JESUS CHRIST. 257 
of that Shadow, the Accompliſhnient of that Type even 
Cghriſt our Puſtower ſacri fu for uur, anti exhibited to ur. 
This Bread ſuſtains this cup cheers: and rejoyces; the 
Hearts of theFxithfd};ic fills then! wich the oyerflowing - 
Delights of Paradife;is a Pledge and Antepaſt of Heaven, 
and, allowing for tlic difference of Conditions, ad mits 
us into Partnerſhip with Angelsthemfelves; 1 of 
00m —— ſame, though both cannot receive it in qual 
ropa ĩðͤ SEE rt a 
How high and honoutable is that Function, ro which 
God hath permitted, nay enjoyned, xo Miniſter in cheſe 
holy Things; to handle aud deliver this bleſſed- Bread, 
and give each Servanthis Portion of Life ier With . 
it; to implore with wondeful Efficacy the Ditine Bleſ- 
lng, and exalt natural and common Things to Purpoſes 
and Effects infinitely exceeding all the Powers ofNature? 
How clean ſhould thoſe Hands, how pure rhoſe Lips, 
how chaſt and holy rhat Body be, which ſo frequently, 
fo familiarly, con erſes with, and are united to the Av- 
thor and Perfection of all Purity? Sure nothing 8 7715 : 
rupt Communication, nothing indecent, notliing idle 
or trifling; nothing but what may tend . 2 
ought tõꝭ come out o that. Mouth, whichſo often b eff. 
and conſtcrates,'and takes into it, the Sacrament pf his 
dying Redeemer,” How ſhould choſe Eyes be turned 2. 
way from Vanity, how immovadly fixed upon heavenly 
Objects, which [ee their Lord's myſtical Body, and in- 
h vite his peculiar Preſence, fo frequently brought upon 
* the Altar, by virtue of their being lifted up to the Throne 
7 Grace, in Benedictions, and Prayers, of his on in- 
4 TmuMmg. 55 K? , 28 J >> Swag 
To Nen of chis profeſſſon under the Law, no dbb 


* that Precept was iti a mote eſpecial manner intended, 
e Be ye Holy, for I, the Lord your Edd am Holy, Lev. ig. 
| Bur ſure the Sanctuy and exemplary Lives of Prieſts un- 
8 der the Goſpel ovght as much to excel thoſe ot the Sons 
; of Auron, as our Miniſtration exce2d3 theirs in Glory? 
8 And therefore Grant thy Grace, O bleſſed God, to 21 


who are Zdmitted to this holy Offize; and Thou, mo 
alone workettgrear Marvels, exert thy arhighty Power, 


in enabling every tuch Pei fon to ſerve at thine Altar, 


* 2 


eth clean Hands and a pure Heart; withr à hetoming 

Kal, and moving Devotion; ſuch as may not only ſute 
— 2 3 
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F 
their own · Character, but be a Pattern, and powerful tt 
Jncitemiens, to the'Piety of others And it we cannot v 

(as indeed we art ſtilthur:Men; andin many things of: fi 

tend All} ifave rannotiſtandꝭ thee in un- th 

-blennfhed Ionoeentegor come not up to all thoſg mi- - di 

| nent Degreesat Verde-dion, *gþich-wemight and Sagt, 8 

yet let at qeaſt ꝓur deep and. g dy Sarrom expiare'our 1 

Of ces grant our Reſolutions ot rentire Reformation, fe. 

and mon corifpituous F iaty and Devotion ſor te time 10 

to come our unteigned Humility, and Charity uncon- his 

I -11ned;andiaboronsindeifarigable;mﬀkeſych Neparation, co 

4 d hon wilt pleaſt to actept, for the Miſearriages oc- are 

þ .calioned by the Fraud and Malice of the Devilor by our all 

| own carnal Will and Frailneſss. Id S-. ſu 

ſi: $TÞ5o 3y0.03 01% He H ed: 2 node nad 1 

f | bs. * 85 nie Cn A . XII. 4; 0113937 goes yor 

„ e Preparation to the Gm] * b 

1 7 ce 5 JT bis * FL! 52580 210 SCE F ra 

x beit. [Eoye Holineſs, and I give What I fove;: A and 

1 e pore Heart is the thing'Þ' delight” in, and inſe 

| This ische place of my Ret, Take Ia. Furmitk me thy thy, 

* largęſt Room; and I will eome and eat the Paſſover at ing, 
1 thy Hoitfewith my Diſciples. Pur ge out thy old. Eraven, 
Ae tp every Ootner of thy Hearty Su eep it olean 
ſ l and all its corrupt Affection; throw. 
Wl - viit tie Lumet and ee of my Sins, ix thow'deſire, 
| Mat Fold come and make my abode with thee. Sit 


28 4 Spartow alone upon the Houſe top, and mottrn in 
thy Cloſet for all the Tranſgreffioris whereinthon haſt 
'excegded; b will The with thee, and comfort thee, in 
lie Bitterneſs of thy Soul. This careful Preparation 

will be the natural Conſequence of thy Sincerity and Re. 

ſpect for Me; For every Lover provides his, beft Apart- 
nent to entertain his Friend, and beſt Beloved p and, by 
his Dlligence to feceibe ſo deſirecha Gaeft; ex preſſes the 

Trurh and Greatneſs of his Affection 
Butknow withal, hen thou haſt done thy utmoſt 

that even whole Years employed in preparation cannot 
effect what in ſtrict juſtice is my due. That thou art 
admitted to my Table, and received kindly there, i 
owing after all, not to thy own Deſert, but to My Grace 
and Mercy, which accepts thy weak Endeavours, and 
paſtes by thy Sin and Unworthinefs. If Beggars, wirh 
| ther 
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their Nakedneſtand Sores; have leaue tu fic and feaſt 16 
with Pyinces, rheir Dury'is with Humility and Thank:- 
Feen mighty Favbur. Do then 
— and do it in che beſt marmer thou canſt; do it 
diligeniſy and heartily; Come not as bel cempnlſion, 
ee gladiy ;- come not for Faſhion's 
fake bar come wi Nverenge and Fear, and 
fewvemt Tal When thy Savio condeſcends to come 
to thletʒ re fuſe him not, nor tur thy Back auc fee from 
His 1 e have commanded hee, to 
comes Þet fox thy ies diſcourage thee, orehey 
are alt perfeQly knowni ro Mes ad will conſider an 
allow for them; and what's wanting in Nature ſhall be 
ſupplied by Grace. nia Fuß in enen mays 
hen thon feeleſt thy Heart burn with Love and De- 
votion, return thy Thanks to God for kindling theſe 
holy Fires. Aid te 90t becanle thou Wee — 
eak | 


2 7 — 4 


had COR on th 


the Crums that fall from thy: Maſter's Table, Marr; 15. 
Thou ſtand'fi.innegd of Me; but I have | Apo of Thee. 
It is for Thy beneſi, not my own; that L-youchfate, to 

meer thee ar this Sacrament, Thou, camelt hither to be 
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mot effectual Preparation to our Sacrament, and the 
fureſt Means of obtaining more and greater 3 ot 
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Grace. & Many. who reſently returns ko the World, 
A £ 


ons, the Buſineſs and the Ple 
he had taken.Pains to do. 
Effects of his moſt ſo 775 re | 
variety of Company and Diverſions, not laviſh and un- 
wary in thy Diſcourſe; but rather chuſe to retire into 
thy Chamber and converſe much with God in Solitude 
and Silence. When thou haſt him, thou haſt a Trea- 
ſure, which nothing can take fromthee. Iam worthy 


ures of it, undoes what 
ores and defeats the 


%E 


— 


of thee all, and l enpect thee all; divide not thy ſelf be- 
tween Me and the World, but let Me be thy 7 45 thy 


Joy; thy Deſire; Jo ſball thy Life be hid with Chriſt 1 
Coloſl. 73. ad though thou canſt not. live l. dh 
Self, yet thou ſhalt liye in Me, full of Tranquility 


Cares of ſenſual and earthly- minded Men. 
e Souls Deſire of Union with Chriſt, 


. 0 : 


Diſciple) I Hear thy gracious Words my deareſt Lord, 
if 11 aal botcretheSheauetble Happi- 


neſs of Then, whoſe Soutsthy heavenly Preſence fills. 
But how; Ohf how ſhall Tatcain that Bliſs?- How ſhall 
I ſeek and b e alone? How open my Heart to 
open ings ag to exclude all other iptruding 
zveſts ? | t 
henceforth find place in my Affections and Beſfires, ſo 
as to interrupt my Converſation with thee. When (hall 
I break Hoſe from Company and Care, and Enjoy and 
Talk with Thee alone, in Language free and kind, as 


that ot deareſt Friends; and ſoft and tender, {weet and 


charming, as the unreſerved Retirements and endearing 
Whiſpers of the moſt paſſionate Lovers? This s my 
earneſt Wiſh, This my conſtant Prayer, that my Heart 
may be knit entirely to Thee, and weaned from every 
enn y and ſehſual Delight, learn to taſte heavenly and 
eternal Joys by * eturns to thy holy Communioa. 
Ah when, m. „ſhall I be wholly thine, regard 
leſs of my ſelf, ſwallowed up quite in a bliſsful indiſ- 
foluble Union with Chriſt? Thou, Lord, in Me, andT in 
The, John 17. and thus may we continue Onsæ for — 4 
du 


arations, Be not fond o 


afid Peace, and above the diſorderly Paſſions and raffling 


that no Man, no Creature might -from 


united 


wn 
With | 
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Thou verily art my Beleyed, my Choſen, the Chiefeſt 


among ten Thouſand, - the Friend of my Roſom, with 


whom I deſire to dwell all the Days of my Life. Thou 
art my Peace and . Without thee I find 

e Labour and Sorrow Vexation and Torment, 
and Mitery inſupportable. Tien det a Gad, f hat Ude 


r 
thy ſelf; Not dealing — Bleſſings promiſpuouſly, but. 


with wiſeand han ain den cds be Humble and 
Meek with the Pleafures ofithy Word, *while thou con- 
cealeſt thy Counſettromth&&Wicked; and leaveſt them 
to Sroan, and Howl in the Anguiſii and Horrour of their 


2uilty Souls. O; hot Feen Bounty! ho ſweet 


thy Mercy! who refreſheſt-thy- hungry Servants with 


the delicious Bread, which came down from Heaven, 


that thy Faithful might eat thereof and not dye, John 6. 
Surely there is no Nation under Heaven which hath God 
ſo near to them, as the Lord our God is unto Us, in all 


that we call upon him for, Deut 3. For he healeth the: 


broken in Heart, he hath reſpect unto the Lowly,he lifteth 
the Simple out of the Duff, and raiſtth the Needy from the 
Dunghil, to ſet them with Princes, Pal. £47 138.112. 
to equyl them with Angels; nay to give them his Fleſk, 
for th ing their Hunger, and, when they are 
thirſty, the Wine of his Blood to drink, © _ | 
What Society of Men can boaſt of Privileges worthy. 
to be named with thoſe of the Chriſtian Church? What 
Creature under Heaven, wWhoſe Excellence and Happi- 
neſs is comparable to the pious and devout Soul, where 
God takes up his Reſidence, and ſuſtains the Heart that 
entertains him, with his-own glorious Body? O Grace 


unſpeakable ! O Condeſcenſioñ moſt amazing ' OLove 


unmeaſurable I. Lord, what is Man, that thou ſnould'ſt 


thus viſit him? Or what can he render unto his God for 
theſe ineſt imable Benefits? Alas I have no return to 


make, but a poor worthleſs Heart; and This is yet a far- 


ther Inſtance of thy Goodneſs, that thou expecteſt no- 


ther Teſtimony of Gratitude, but my ſelf and my ſincere 
Aﬀection. Thus haft thou made our Duty our greateſt 


Happineſs :For then ſhall my Soul be glad, and all that 


is wit hin me leap for Joy, When my Heart is perfectly 


united to my God. Thenſhaltthou ſay, F thou wilt be 


mine, I will live and dwell with t hee for ever. And I 


with humble Joy reply, Diſdain not, Lord this mean ans 
Joy reply, Di wes 
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homely Dwelling, for I moſ# willingly, mo chankfall - 
embrace the off Lo I 4 thine "BY 75 5 K this A 
ment, und, abb ve all things, wiſh and Pray That the Inti- 
macy and Friendſhip thus contrafted may continue firm 
and inviolable, that nothing may abate bur Love, and 
rhe Delights of i#, 9 67 part our Perſons any more. 
Kere enen mn i230 ö Ni 


e gs" "CHAP. ATV: Jt; "et eames 

An Af of txtiging Drpation by the Erne of Otherr. 
Diſciple. 7] He Pfenrt fu rt hy Uher, e ho 

eee eee e ee ee. 
When I Fee ith what ardent Prey, " with What af- 
tectionare* Devotian, * With what an eager Zeal, thy 
Saints approach this heavenly Su per ; Shame and Con- 
fuſion overwhelmsme quite, 80 e in own, but 
luke warm at the beſt, and too too often perfeclly ſtupid 
and frozen, Heart; with What In difference and Cold. 
ness LSpproack thy Myſteries, and howunaffected with 
thy Mercies, how unprofitable under the gractous Diſpen- 
ſarion, T retort,” What a Reproach ig it, char my Heart 
ſhould not be all enflamed Wich the Exceſs of thy Love; 
that I ſhould have no ſenſe, no apprehenſion, of 
grerteſt H:ppineſs; no Hungrings and Thirſtings after 
it? But, notwithſtanding the moving Examples of ma- 
ny excellent Perions ſhould ſtill continue void of all 
Impreſſion, fo ſcandalouſly unlike thoſe pious Souls; 
whoſe Zeal overflowed in Tears of ſoy ; Whoſe Hearts, 
as well as Mouths; drink greedily at this Fountain of 
Life, whoſe Appetites were ſo ſtrong as never to be fati(- 
fied, tilythey-had filled" themſelves with thy bleſſed Bo- 
dy, and fed liberally, and with's fort of holy Luxury 
indulged at this celeſtial Ranquee; '' 


A Faith fo eager, ſo exalted, plainly confels'd.. they 
felt thy gracious Preſence; ' and that their Lord was 
known to Them, as heretofore to the Diſciples at Em- 
mau, in breaking of Bread, Luke 24. The burning 
of their Hearts within them was an irrefragable Teſt!- 
ess of it. But how far ſhort, alas! do I come of 


on my Infirmities, and, if an equal Portion of thy Grace * 
de too great a Favour tor thy poor unworthy Servant, ys 
grant me ſuch a degree, ſuch a ſenſe of thy Goodneſs 


and 


ir Leal and Devotion? Look mercifully, Lord, vp, 


* : 


| is impoſſible, nothing hard. I know thou canſt, 2 


and wondertul Love, that IL may be as ſincerely; though 


not ſo ſtrongly, affected with it. If Raptures and Ex- 


talies of Delight may not be my Portion, yet den me 


not Improvement; but let my Faith be ſtren d, 
my Hope confirmed, my Love ſo warmed by this Sacra- 
ment, that, atter having once taſted this heavenly Man- 
na, I may never moxedelire the Onions and Garlict᷑ of E. 


£ypt, nor in my Heart turn back from ſo good a God: 


I know thy Mercy and thy Power, to which,nothit 


I hope in thy goodies thou wilt viſit me with more a- 
bundant Meaſures of thy Grace, and fulſil all my Deũre. 
This Confidence I cheriſh, becauſe my very Deſires are 
from thee: And itis ſome comfort to me, that, t 

I am ſenſible of my Weakneſſes and my Wants, yer-I 
long and pant after Supplies and Strength; that I am 
not content with my Miſery, but labour, and pray a 
gainſt, my Detects, and would fain be better. And 
thus I will continue to do, till thou remove and vanquifh 
my Fee ardent Zeal, and make 
me a happy Partaker; 


Happineſs. 


ow 4 . ; 


8 er tc} atv} 6h 
Grace is the Reward of Humility and Self-denial, 


Chriſt.) SInce thy Wiſhes are ſo commendable, and 

_— thy Deſires of Grace ſincere, I will inſtruct 
thee, how thou ſhalt obtain it. Know then this Bleſling 
is ſuſpended upon certain Conditions. It muſt be fought 
inſtantly, asked fervently, Waited tor patiently; recei- 
ved thankfully, preferved by Humility, improved with 
Diligence, and the Time and Meaſures of receiving it 
ſubmitted entirely ro the Wiſdom and Goodneſs ot the 
heavenly Giver.” If thou feel few or.no Sparks of it in 
thy Mind, this is a proper Subject, to exerdiſethy Meek. 
neſs and godly Sorrow, but not to provoke: Deſpair, or 


immoderate Concern. For God frequently giues that 
| of an inſtant, and with a liberal Hand 
Jong expected without Succeſs. He gratihes their Con- 


, which Men had 


ſtancy and Patience, their Importunity and Perſeverance 
w Prayer, with Benefits, which excellent — 
| | Vet 


; of the virtuous Diſpoſition 
of thy devouter Saints, and then of their Reward and 
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ved him to deny to their firſtRequeſts, for the Petitio- the 
ners mighty — N Net eee AS 
*  ShouldMensearlieſt Expectations be anſwered, or pre- an 
. vented, the mighty Bleſſing would be too exquiſite for the 
frail Nature to bear. And therefore holy Raptures, and Ga 
exalted Virtue, are wiſely made rhe flow Fruit of long tus 
Time, and much Patience. But, when thy Defires are pu 
not fulfilled; when thoureceiveſt no increaſe; or when rat. 
the Grace thou once enjoyed ſt is inſenſibly withdrawn; Ser 
charge not God fooliſhly,” but lament thy Sins, as the 2 
Occalion of this Unhappineſs. A ſmall Proyocation may 4 
ſometimes be a Bar to great Advantages. Though no- 5 
thing indeed ought to be reputed ſmall, which inter- 41 
cepts and hinders ſo valuable Bleſſing:. But be it little 1 
or Srent, let it be thy care to vanquiſh and remove this | 
2 N and then thy Heart's deſire ſhall be per- Dif 
ormedse - | + N ASS 
Won onee corrupt Self. love is ſubdued, and thy Soul ſire 
entirely ſubmitted and reſigned to God, Peace and Sa- that 
tisfaction will flow in apace _ thy Mind. For no- thy 
thing can be grievous or unpalatable, to one, who hath my! 
-renounced al} Intereſts of his own, and hath no Inclina- and 
tions or Deſires left, but only, that he nfay be made an flicte 
Inſtrument of God's Glory, and haye all the Counſel of ton 
the Divine Will, which is always beſt, fulfilled in and up- COUr 
op him, This Man ſo weaned 1 Reſpects and Diſe 
all created Comforts, is in a proper Poſture for receiving I car 
Grace, and taſting the — Delights of Contem- Whe 
plation and Devotion. The Veſſel muſt be empty, be- my 
fore Grace can be poured in; and when it is perfectly fo, who 
God delights to All it up to the Brim. The more a and! 
Man is dead to the World and himſelf, the more hea- wha 
venly-minded, the more mortified and humble: The Circ 
ſwifter are the motions of heavenly Grace towards him, ot \ 
the more liberal are its Diſtributions, the more ſenſible, Be 
and delightful, and wonderful, irs Comforts and Ef- Mile 
ih % ff Kev. 
Then ſhall he ſee the loving Kindneſs of the Lord, Of it, 
then ſhall he feel his Soul and all its Powers enlarged, 2A 
and even ſtand amazed at the happy Change. Lo! | Crur 
thus ſhall the Man be bleſſed that feareth; and ſeeketh | With 


the Lord with all his Strength, and ſuffering not his 
Heart to wander after Vanity, This Man ſhall * 
wn the 
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the bleſſed Sacrament with wondrous Efficacy, He ſhall 


as truly be united to Chriſt in his Soul, as the Bread 
and Wine, which repreſent him, are i rated with 
the Subſtance of his Body. And that which inclines 
God to be ſo particularly Propitious and Bountiful to 


uch a one, is chat reſigned Tempe of Mind, which 


purpoſes the Advancement of God's Honour and Glory, 
rather than his own Proſit; and comes, more out of a 
Senſe of Duty and juſt Homage to his Saviour, than with 
a Proſpect of Comtort and Satisfaction ta bimielt ws 
gent ar agar Rr n 3 N 
IJ roll . 4H AP. XVI. 15 5 vr nn wow 
A 2 for Relief in dur Want s" and Spiritual Hi. 
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HE Dit Aer 1757 22 nme 225 hav. 

Diſciple q N Far me, O ſweeteſt, kindeſt 1 whom 
I now approach, with molt licaity Do 

fires of receiving thee into my Soul. But bow.cankexpcct, 


that thou: Wilt not deſpiſe a Place ſo unſit to entertain 


thy pure, thy glorious Majeſty ? Thou ktoweſt, Lord, 


my Weakgefles and my Wants; how great my Suiferings, 


and how black my Sins; © how Lam oppreſſedſ and at- 
flicted, tempted and over power'd; diſu derd with Paſ- 
ſion, and ſtained with pollution. To Thee I Hy for Suc- 
cour againſt my Inſirmities, for Phyſick againſt my 
Diſeaſes,for Support under my Galamiries andi Diſtreſſes: 
cannot diſſemble my Condit ion, I need not publiſh it; 
when addreſſing to One who knows all things, xo whom 


my very inward Parts are naked and open; To Him, 


who alone can give eſfectual Relief to my Sorrows, 
and ſupply my crying Neceſſnies. Thy Wiſdom Knows 
what Suecours are moſt ſeaſonable and proper for mv 
Circumitances, and how very ſlender and low my Stock 
ot Virtue is. „3 OO POUR ER I OS JPN 
Behold, I ſtand before thee, a helpleſs Creature; 
Miſerable, and poor, and blind, and nated, and weak , 
Neu. 3. imploring thy Grace, or at ſeaſt ſome Fragments 
Ob it, to tllis hungry ſtarving Beggar. O let me not be 
mwiſhed, bur revive this linking. Wretch with ſom⸗ 
Crumds of heaveniy Suſtenance. Let me nor periſh 
with Cold, but warm me with thy Bort gz let ins not 
tall into the Pit, but enlighten my blind Eyes WNülnthe 
Shine of thy gracious Preſence. Give me a ſettled Dil- 
| a "Ich 


, 
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reliſh of worldly Pleaſures, and make all here below 
inſipid and bitter to me. Reconcile me to Croſſes and 
Afflictions by Submiſſion and ſteady Patience; and leſſen 
every thing in this World, whether Enjoyment or Sut- 
fering, by teaching me to deſpiſe and forger it. Raiſe 
my ſtupid Heartupto Heaven, and ſettle my Affections 
there, that They may no longer wildly. rove after the 
trifling Objects of Fleſh and Senſe. Let me henceforth 
taſte Delight in nothing but Thee, nor ſpend my Money 
and Labour for that which is not Bread, Iſai. 55. for 
thou alone art Meat indeed, and Drink indeed, my Love 


and Joy, my Delight and exceeding great Reward, my 


perfect and ſole Good.” T4 
O that, now I am approaching the Throne of Grace, 
thou would*ſt command thy divine Fire to deſcend from 
Heaven into my Soul ! O that my Sins and corrupt Di. 
{poſitions might be the Burat-oftering conſumed by it 
that it might flame, and burn, and melt me down, purge 
away all my Drels, and by the violence of its powerful 
Heat retine, and change, and incorporate me with thy 
ſelt. Let me not, I beſeech thee, be ſent empty away, 
let me not return hungry and thirſty, from ſo ſplendid an 
Entertainment ; but work in me mightily, and deal 
bounritully with thy Servant, as thou uſeſt to do unto 
thoſe that love thy Name. I hope to find a wondrous 
Alteration, and cannot think it ſtrange, if I feel my be- 
nummed Heart all ſublimated, hen I come to that Fire 
which ever burns without conſuming; Or if J find an 
entire Separation ot all my worldly and groſs Affections, 
when heated throughly with that Love, whoſe Excel. 
lence ir is to purifie the Heart by the activity, and to 
enlighten blind Underſtandings, by the brightneſs, of 
its Flame, 1 IP e * 


Cu a E. NAI. de 
An At of Praiſe, © 


Diſciple.] | Ook down, O Lord, with Favour and good 
oy Acceptance upon thy poor unworthy, but 
fincere Servant, now proſtrating himſelf, before rhine 
A bar, with z moſt devout Zeal, and all the paſſionate and 
render Reſentment, of which my Heart is capable; 
Withing ſtill, that cheſs good Affections were greater 
an 


—— 
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and worthy of thee, and that I might meet and embrace 
my Lord, with all that PerteCtion of Holineſs and eager 
Joy, by which thy beſt and deareſt Saints recommended 
their Prayers and Praiſes, and fo eminently ſignalized 
themſelves in the Celebration of this bleſſed Sacrament. 
O God! my Love and Life, my only and eternal Bliſs, 
Were but my Power proportioned to my Will, None 
of thoſe excellent Patterns ever expreſs'd more awful 
Reverence; more ardenr Devotion, more eager Love, 
more humble Graticude, than I atthis time am diſpoſed, 
and molt earneſtly wiſh, to expreſs. | 
I know, © Lord, how far I am from being Worthy 
to receive at thy Hand, ſuch plentiful Effuſions of Grace 
ſuch diſtinguiſhing Marks of thy Kindacſs, as enabled 
Them to be fo pious and exemplary in all their Addreſſes 
to thee : But yet my Heart, and all its Affections, luch- 
as they are, I ded icate to thy Service. The utmoſt a de- 
vout Mind can conceive or deſire [ offer in thy Preſence 
with all poſſible Reſpect, with Sincerity as unfeigned, 
as though my Zeal were much more bright and fierce. 
I do it without the leaſt Reſerve, All I have and am is 
entirely thine; moſt freely conſecrated to thy uſe, my 
God, and Lord, my Almighty Creator, and moſt mer- 
citul Redeemer: Take then a full Poſſeſſion of One, upon 
ſo many Accounts thy own. Enter, and dwell, and: 
reign in me, abſolute, and for. ever. Behold, I open 
my Arms wide to embrace my Lord and Spouſe; I de- 
fire at this time to receive thee into my Heart, with the 
{ame Reverence and Humility, the ſame reſpectful Gra- 
titnde and Love, the ſame Faith and Hope and chaſte 
Deſire; with-whichthy holy Mother received rhee into 
her Virgin-womb ; when ſhe returned that pious An- 
ſwer to _ Angel who brought the glad Tydings of thy 
myſterious Incarnation, Behold che Hand- maid of the 
Lord, be it unto me according to thy Word, Luke 1. 
And, as thy Servant, John Baptiſt, that Greateſt a- 
mong them that are born of Women, Luke 1. thy 
flenger ſent to prepare thy Way before thee, felt the 
powerful Influence of thy Divine Preſence, and conſeſsd 
it, by leaping in his Mother's Womb for Joy ; As He, 
aſcribing nothing to himſelf, did afterwards declare 
himſelf the Bridegroom”s Friend, whoſe Foy was full in 
hearing the Bridegroom's Vaice, John 3. So do I deare to 
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in your Charitable Interceſſions. 
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offer my ſelt without any Exception, or Regard to pri- 
vate Intereſt, and to rejoyce and live in Thee alone. 
May all the Zeal, and Raptures, the Extaſies and hea - 
venly Viſions of the Saints; May all their Virtues and 
their Praiſes; May every Creature in Heaven and Earth: 
May all that I have ever prayed tor, and all that pray 
for me, contribute to thy Glory; and may thy Name be 
only and ever 1 by all and each of them. 
Accept, O Lord, my hearty Wiſhes and Deſires of 
Fraiſe and Thankſgivings, as infinite as thy Majeſty; for 
they are Thine of Right, and may'ſt thou be worthily 
bleſſed by them. This is, and ſhall be, my daily hobrly 
Prayer. Nor will I content my ſelf with Wiſhing and 
Endeavouring this, ſingly and in my own Perſon, but 
fo moſt ſeriouſſy Invite and Conjure all the bleſted 
Spirits above, all thy faithful People upon Earth; to join 
in this moſt juſt Tribute of Honour; and in ful Conlurt 
a1d perfect Harmony, to.-publiſh thy Praiſe and Glory 
in all Times and Places. „ die 
Come in, ye Nations and Connrries; all Kindreds and 
Languages of the World, and bear your Parts in Sing- 
ing torth the {weer, the ſa ving, the 8 Name of ſeſus. 
Raite your Devotions, as high as Humane Nature-can 
go, for you can never go far enough. And, You de- 
vont Diſciples of this bleſſed Maſter, as oft as you re- 
eve this holy Sacra ment, ſee that you reverently adore 
thts Myſtery of Love. And then be ſure with a moſt 
#ervent Faith and univerſal Charity, to beſecch this 
graciqus Saviour, that the Effect of his Death may be 
2s general asthe Deſign of it; that he who died for All, 


— 


may be glorified in the Salvation of All. And may rhoſe 


dupplicat ions be ſucceſstul in obtaining Mercy, for your 
Selves, and every Sinner, and for Me, the Chief of 
Sin nere, in particular. „ 

And when you return from this precious heavenly 
"eaſt, full ot Grace and” Joy, remember then to look 


back with tender Compaſſion upon your weaker Bre- 


hren; and wiſh, that every contrite and afflicted Soul 
may be admitted to the like Comforts, may teel the 
fame wondertul Efficacy from this mytterious Table; 
and let not Me, the leaſt and moſt unworthy of your 
Brethren, who want them moſt of any, be denied a part 
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Againſt Nice Diſputes concerning bis, Sacrament. 

i , Vo got nie who 26%) | 
Chrift.}FF thou would ſt preſerve thy Faith inccorrupt, 
At 7k and thy Devotion from diſtraction, content 


thy ſelf with reverencing and admiring theſe boly My- 


ſteries,and do not indulge a buſie Curioſity, in bold and 


unprofitable Enquirĩes concerring them. For this is the 
way to — Zeal, and to perplex thy Mind 


with intricare and endleſs Doubts. Remember, it 25 
Zhe Glory of God to conceal a thing, Prov. 25. 2. and his 
ſuper-· eminent Wiſdom and Power procures it ſelf jult - 
Veneration, by _ more than Man is able to compre- 
hend. do not mean by this to exact a blind Obedience, 
but expect and commend the Uſe of Reaſon in theSearch - 
of Divine Truths. Provided always, that it be tempered 
with Sobriety and Modeſty, with Teachableneſs, and a 
due Reſpect to w/ hat Imy ſelt have revealed in my Word, 
and what my Church hath faithfully delivered in her 
Doctrines and Expoſitions upon it. | 7 : 
8 oor that Meekneſs and Poverty of Spirit, which 
induſtriouflydeclines the rugged thorny Paths of Con- 
troverſie and captious Diſputes; and walks in the plain 
ſmooth —— of Duty, and practical Religion; which 
ſtudies God's Commands, and labours to underſtand 
things of a ſize with its Capacity, without troubling 
it ſelf about his Doings and Decrees. Too many In- 
ſtances there are of daring Men, who by preſuming to 
ſound the deep Things of Religion, have cavilled and 
1 elves out of all Religion. Theſe Men mi- 
[take their Buſineſs: For the thing * 1 afaChriſtian, . 
is not penetration, and Subtlety of Wit, nice Diſtin&i- 
ons, or ſublime Notions, but vigorous Faith, and an 
honeſt holy Life: Sobriety and Tetnperance and Chaſtity, 
jan and Charity, Piety and Devotion. How oft 1s 
eaſon puxled, even in Matters relating to Creatures in- 


feriour to thy ſelf? And will not this Refle con con- 


tron], and eure an Expectarion fo extravagant and ab- 
lurd, as that of being able to give a clear - Account o 
Things above thee, nay of perfectly Underſtanding thy 
vrear; thy infinite Creatour himſelf? Submit thy Rea- 
on to Revelation; and let Humility and Deference to 
A --- - Cad 
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od recommend thy Faith; and then, though thou canſt 


not attain ll Knowledge, yet thou ſhalt be ſure not to 


want any that is neceſſary or profitable for the. 
Many Men are much diſſatisfied in their Minds, with 
Doubts concerning the Nature of true Faith, and' Dit- 
ticulties which ariſe concerning my Preſence in the Sa- 
crament. But theſe Doubts are not always ſiriful, nor 
always from themſelves ; but frequently owing to the 
Temptation ot the Devil, and induſtriouſly ſcattered by 
Him, with wicked Artifice and malicious Deſign. Be 
not therefore too anxious upon theſe Occaſions: Trouble 
not thy ſelf to argue ory. nor employ thy Thoughts 
upon the Matter; nor hold thy ſelf concerned to be able 
to anſwer every Cavil which he puts into thy _ 
But keep cloſe to Scripture, and do thy Duty, and the 


Enemy will ſoon retreat, when he finds thee neglect his 


Attempts. Think not theſe inward Diſtractions, a Sign, 
that Thou art forſaken of God. They are rather the 
contrary, and a Mark of Srace. God ſuffers them, to 
exerciſe thy Patience, to try thy Conſſaney, to promote 


thy Spiritual Advantage. Wert thou a Reprobate, thou 


would'it not thus be aſſaulted; For ſuch the Devil is ſure 
ot already, and Temptations; are thrown away upon 
them. They are the Faithful, the Sincere, the Devout 
Chriſtians, whom he teazes and torments; for in fo 


doing, he hopes to enlarge his Dominion, and to ſeduce 


— 
- 


thoſ: who were not His before. | 
Proceed then in thy Chriſtian Courle with Reſolution 
and Patience, and {till frequent the Sacrament, with 
ſtedfaſt Faith and humble Reverence. Whatever there 
thou ſindeſt to exceed thy Underſtanding, put it to God's 
Account; and leave Him to make it good, though thou 
canſt not conceive how it ſhould be done. He will not 
deceive thee; but They who rely upon their own Un- 
derſtanclings, are ſure ro deceive themſelves. Remem- 
der God hath ſaid, that he walks ana dwells with the 
Humble, and jbews his Ways to the Meek, that he reveals 
himſelf to Babes; that he opens the Eyes of rhe Honeſt 
and Sincere, but hides his Grace and Knowledge from 
the Proud, and Wiſe in their own Sight. Reaſon (Ex- 
perience proves ) may both deceive, and be deceived ; 


for it is but humane; but Faith has God for its Foun, 


dation, and cannot err, becauſe depending upon ne 
MOT = Who 
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who is Truth it ſelf, incapable of miſtaking, or of im- 
polin upon others | | ; 
Tis therefore high b | 
abſolurely neceſſary, that theſe two Principles ſhould 
know their Order, and reſpective Stations, and each 
contain it ſelf within its proper Sphere. Faith, (which 
ſuppoſes a.Revelation recelyed and acknowledged) chal- 
lengest 8918 eſt Place, and Reaſon ought to keep her 
diſtance, to erve and fol 


to, or aſſume, and encroach; and uſurp over the Other. 


3 13. 1" . Ig} v5 * 2 . 
ly fit, and in the Matters ofReligion, 


Chriſtianity ſtands; the two governi nciples of a 
goof Man « Opitnng and Actions. nd Their Au- 
thority and Intl | 
fiderable,than in This of the bleſſed ' Sacrament. God 
is inſinite and eternal, his power unbounded and in- 
comprehenſible, He aves whatſoever pleaſeth Him in 
Heaven and in Earth, and who can underſtand hisCoun- 
Jels, or find out all his Methods? If the Works of God 
were. eh as Humane Reaſon could 88 with eaſe, 
EF; Wal d loſe great part ot their . lory;and we ſhould 
oon abate, of our La and Veneration for their Author, 


- * : 


For Faith and Charity are the two das en which 


if hisDealings were not above the Power of our Tongues 
to expreſs, and the utmoſt extent of our Imaginations 


* 


to conceive. O that Men would therefore praiſe the Lord 


for his Goodneſs, and confeſs the” Wonders that he hat 
done for the Ce of 1 Pſal. 10%. For party 


mar vellous are thy Works, oh Lord God Almighs 
Rey. 14. How #nſearchab!e are thy Juagments, pat, 77 


Ways paſt finding out, Rom. 11. 
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READER. 


He Publiſhers of this E lit ion, being deſirous to 
render this little Book as generally uſeful as it 
was poſſible; And confidering that the two great 

Occaſions of Extraordinary Devotion are;the 
Seaſons of Receiving the in. Jp Sacrament of the Lord's 


* 


Supper, and that of Sickneſs, they thought the former 
reaſonably well provided for in the Fourt hBook of the fore- 
going Tranſlation, and engaged Me to Make ſome Supple- 
ment ary Pro vi fun for the latter. This I was the rather 
diſpoſed to do, in regard a great part of that which fol. 
lows lay by me, ſome rims Pure compoſed, at the Requeſt 
„ a Laay, (now I hope with God) who defired my Aſſt- 
ſtance in Preparing ſome Meditations, that might be pro- 
per for her then very weak and languiſbing Condition. 
The Manner in which they were drawn ſeemed not ill to 
ite with the Femper of the Author to which they are 
fixed ; and the Deſign of caſting them into this Form is ta 
promote in ſome meaſure thoſe Reaſonings with # Man's 
own Mind, which, at all times indeed, but eſpecially in 
ſuch Circumſtances, would prove of excellent Advantage, 
if frequent Uſe did but render them more familiar, 

I am far from thinking that theſe fem Sheets, ha ue any 
thing in them of equal Perfection, with thoſe many Pious 
aud well-weig ed Treatiſe, written by others upon this 
Subject: Much leſs would I have the Reader imagine, that 
either Tots or Thoſe can {ſuperſede the Neceſſity and theBe- 
n-fit of the Prayers of the Church,and the Advice of our 
dprritual Phyſicians. Theſe ought always to be conſulted 

in 
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in the firſt Place, before Matters come to extremity; And 
& con[cientious Perſon, after all his own Care, will find 
Buſineſs enough for them, But the Exerciſes of Piety pre- 
ſcribed in — Trafts will be good Hel ps, and fill up thoſe 


Intervals very well, which the Lengabings of a Sick 


Bed many times allow, when it cannot be expected, that 
theOradinaryGaides of ourSouls ſhould be ready with their 
Attendance. Wheſe Directions in the Meaſures of Mens 
Repentance,while under the Afflicting Hand of God, and 
the proper Methods of expreſſing their Thankfulneſs when 
delivered from it, as well as their Prudent Comforts ad- 


miniſtred,to wounded and contrite Hearts, will notwith. 
Sanding be alway ſeaſonable and neceſſary. | 


The Devout Chriſtian, who converſes much with the 
Word of God, and the Offices of the Church, will find him- 
ſelf able to mate large Additions to the following Devoti- 
ns. In which it was much more difficult to 0 ah m 
Pex, than to expatriate a great dea. further. But I 725 

aered the Condition of the Perſons they were intended for: 
and therefore contented my ſelf with ſuch ſhort Hints unter 
each Head, as the Weakneſs of that mould bear. If what 
I have offered here may tend to the promoting of Piety, 
ana theſanTifying ſuchDiſpenjations of Providence to a- 
75 one of my Chr; 1an Brethren, by kindling in them a 
And this, with God's Bleſjmg, I hope it will, and hear- 
tily pray that it may, in ſome Degree be capable of. 


oly Zeal, and inſpiring good. Purpoſe, 1 have my End, 
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Vpen Sickpefs in general, the Author, Cauſes and Endoof it. | 


I. F\(Ome, my Soul, and let us reaſon to; ether, con- 


Body to which thouart united,flags and droops 

the Vigour of it is abated, its Beaut withered 
and waſted; The well. knit Limbs are grown feeble, and 
with great difficulty ſuſtain their Weight, or obey thy 
Commands. They ſcarce perform their Offices arighe ; 
and when they do, it is with Pantings and Tremblings, 


with Wearinels and Faintneſs; They ſeem to gioan and 


link under their Burden, and each Member Which wa 
formerly wont to ſerve Thee, with wonderful Cheertul. 
neſs and Activity, now calls for Succours from abroad, 
and is no longer able to ſupport it ſelf. This is ſuch a 
Change, as ought not to be felt only, but well conſide- 
red too. Be not thou therefore like to Horſe and Mule, 
which -havve no underſtanding, Pal. 32. 10. but loſe all 
Impreſſions, as ſoon as the Senſe of the Stroke ceaſes: It 
is Thy Privilege and Duty both, to reflect and ruminate; 
to call back Things already paſt, and anciolpate, thats 
which” are to come; and for ſuch as are actually preſent, 
to acquaint thy ſelf with the Cauſes and Reaſons, the 
Ends and Uſes of them, as well with as the Nature and 
Quality of the Things themſelves. All theſe are Opera- 
tions proper to a Reaſoning Soul, and the preſent 9 
on 


cerning the Things that have befalſen us. This 
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4 ; 
ſion calls upon thee for the Exerciſe of them all. For 
«thou canſt not be ſick, as becomes a Man, and a Chriſti- 
an, without enquiring, whence, and wherefore it is, 
that thou art ſo: The firſt and moſt neceſſary Step, both 
toward the Patient enduring of the Anguiſh, and the 
ſucceſstful Application of the Remedies, is to learn the 
true Original of our Diſcaſe. 2 
II. Know therefore moſt aſſuredly, That what the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt hath ſpoken concerning Affliction in genera], 


Job 5. 6. is in an eſpecial manner true concerning This 
particular Branch of it, It comet h not forth out of Daf, 
nei t her doch Trouble ſpringout of the Ground, Our ſelves 
indcec wyere taken thence, and moulded into Man; But 
this was not the Effect of any Natural Cauſe ; The God 
of Nature, by his Almighty Power, commanded Earth 

and Aſhes into This beauteous and wonderful Stru- 
Eture of Humane Body. And He alone, who created and 
formed it, commands it back into its Native Duſt again. 
Every Diſeaſe and Decay, whether it be the Effect of Ac- 
cident or Time, whether what we uſually call violent, 
and ſhortning our Days; or whether according to the 

Courſe of Nature, and the flower Decliolngs of Age, 
All are bur ſo many Shocks,by which this ficſhly Taber- 
nacle is ſhaken, or moulders by degrees, and by grow- 
ing more ruinous and uninhabitable,gives the Soul warn- 

| ing to ſeek another Dwelling. And theſe are all diſpo- 
ſed by a moſt ſteady and particular Providence; and, if 
traced up to theirfirſt Original, have a Cauſe as ſublime, 
as the Body it felt. Nature indeed goes on in a ſmooth 
and ſetled Courſe; and fo the Hand that guides this 
Engine is far diſtant, and ſeldom ob'eryed ; but even 
Nature it ſelf is God's Inſtrument, though the Procels, 
and long Chain of Cauſes be ſo intricate, and with- 
al fo familiar, and frequently alike, rhat the Events re- 
ſulting from thence ceaſe to be marvellous in our Eyes. 
A Cold, or a Surfeit; a weak Conſtitution, or a toul 


Blood; unwholeſome Diet and ill Hours; Neglect of 


Means and Carelefnefs of our Health; Advice taken too 

late, or a Medicine improper, or out of Seaſon: Theſe 

are what we commonly charge our Indiſpoſitions and oui 
Miſcarriages upon. And thus far we may ſay true, but 
if we go no higher, we ſtop a great deal roo ſoon. For 
it is calie to difcern àa Hand above, that directs and Imi 
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alt theſe ; that ſmites the Strong, and preſerves the Ten- 
der; ſlays by the (lighteſt Accidents, and recovers from 
rhe moſt deſperate ; and this in a manner moſt ſurpri- 


ling, ſuch as no Humane Art or Skill had any expectati- 
on, or can give any account, of, © 
III. If then thou haſt convinced thy ſelf, that the Fin- 
er of God is in all theſe Things; Purfue this Thought 
my Soul) a little farther; and ſee What a fair and wide 
Scene of Knowledge and Heavenly Wiſdom it will ſoon 
open to Thee. For what is God? Is not He that very 


Being infinitely Powerful, and Wiſe, and juſt, and Good? 


s it not He, who made thee, and fultains thee, the ſame 
who governs ant diſpoſes this whole World, and allthe 
Creatures in it, after the Counſel of his own Will? He, 
with whom the Lives of his Servants are exceeding pre- 


cious? In whoſe Sight the Hairs of our Head are all 


numbred? Without whoſe Permiſſion not a Sparrow 
can fall to the Ground, and in whoſe Eſtimation the 
meaneſt of thoſe that are made after his own Image, 
are of infinitely more Value than many Spirrows'? 
Remember that ſuch is the Author of thy Diſeaſe, and 
that ſingle Remembrance will lead thee to ſuch Conſe- 
quences, ſuch holy and ſea ſonable Reflections, as ein- 
not, it duly attended; and carefully improved, but wark: 
in thee thar frame of Mind, which belt ſuits thy preſent 
Circumſtances, and mult needs diſpoſe thee to reap large: 
and laſting Advantages from them. For how canſt thou 
confider his Power, and not dread the dire Effects of an 
Angry, or reſt ſecure under the Favour aud Protection. 
of aReconciled God? Or how his Wiſdom, and not be 

contented with his Choices for thee? Ot ho his u- 
ſtice, and not be moſt zealouſly concerned, ta ſeeł 2 

Pardon for thoſe Sins, which have provoked, and made. 
thee an Object of it? Or how his Goodnels, and not be 


even thankful under thy Sufferings, ſince What is grie- . 


vous to Fleſh and Blood, is yet ordained to excellent and 
heavenly Purpoſes, and it is out of very Kiudneſs thae 
thou art thus Afflicted ? Or how upon his Right of Ce- 
ation, without Acknowledgment of his Bounty in gi. 
ring and continuing thy Being, and all the Comtorts of 
it? Or how, laſtly, upon his Preference ot Mankind a- 
bove the reſt of the Creatures here below, withour o 


tving the peculiar erer gips lich senders Men, 
| | b 
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more valuable, That of a noble and reaſonable Soul, 
which the others want; without Cheriſhing the Hope 
of Immortality, whereunto Man only of ali here below, 


is appointed? A Hope, which aſſures us, we ſhall not 


periſh, but only be changed ; and in the midſt of Lan- 
guiſhings and departed Struggles, can bear up under, 
nay can triumph over, Agonies and Death it ſelſ. Here 
then will I fix my Thoughts, I will come before the Al. 
mighty with a Song, and make my Prayer unto the God 
„ 

b is the Lord, even God alone; He killet h, and he 
mmaketh alive, he woundeth, and he healeth, Deut. 
32. 39. 1 Sam. 2. 6. : 

Thon, Lord, haſt power of Life, and Death; Thou ſcour- 
geſt, and ſheweſt Mercy; thou leadeſt to the Gates of the 
Grave, and bringeſt up again, Wild. 16.13. Tob. 13.2. 

It is he that holdeth our Soul of Life, and ſuffereth 
not our Feet to flip, Pial. 66. 8. 13231] 

And again, when we are miniſhed and brought low, 
through Sickneſs, through any Affliction or Sorrow, Pial. 

107. 39, 40. | f 


Thong h he ſuffer us to be evil entreated, yet belpeth he 


the Meek out of Miſery, or maketh all his bed in his Sick- 
neſs, Pial.4t. 3. | of 1 
for it is neither Herb, nor mollifying Plai ſter, that re- 
ſloreth Man to Health, but thy Word, O Lord, which heu- 
ler hall things, Wiſd. 16. 12. TO N 
Ay time is almay in thy Hand; unto God the Lord be- 
long the +(ſues of Lite anu Death, Pſal. 3 1. 1). and 68. 20. 
All Creatures wait upon thee, when thou openeſt thy 
Hand they are filled with Good, Pſal. 104. 27. 
hen thou ſendeſt forth thy Spirit, they are created; 
when thor hideſt thy Face, they are troubled, when thou 
rakeſt away their Breath, they die, and are turned agaia 
to their: Duſt, Ver. 28, 29, 30. 30 
Iwill ſing to the Lord '#s long as live, I will Praiſe 
y God, while I hade ty Being, Ver. 33. 
My Meditation of him ſhall be ſweet ; and my Joy ſhall 
be in the Lord, Ver. 34. * ei un de 
When thou ſatdſt, Scek ye my Face ; my Heart ſaid un- 
to ne, Thy Face, Lord, will I ee, Plai. 27. 8. 505 


. Inſpire me, I beſcech thee 
| | By 2 veny 


fo: Sick Perſong. 
O hide not thou thy Face from me, nor caſt away thy 
Servant in Diſpleaſure, Ver. 9. | 


Thou haſt been my Helper, leave me not neither forſake 
me, O God of my Salvation, Ver. 10. | 


Some put their truſt in Strength of Nature, and ſome 
in Medicines, but I will remember the Name of the Lord 
our God, Plal. 20. 7. | 5 2450! 

O put not your Truſt (in Phyſicians, nor) in any Child 
of Man, for there is no help in them, Plal, 145. 2. 

But bleſſed is he that hath the God of ſacob for his Help, 
and whoſe _ is in the Lord his God, Ver. 4. 

Save, Lord, 
call upon Thee, Pal. 20. 9. 


i Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, Oc. 
As it was in the Beginning, Oc. | 


rn, 5 

O Almighty God, the Father of the Spirits ofall Fle(Hh, 
whoſe never failing Providence ordereth all things 
both in Heaven and Earth: I deſire, with the profoun - 
deſt Humility and Reverence, to proſtrate borh Soal and 
Body before thee, begging that thou would'tt give me 


Grace to. behold and admire thy Noings, in all thy Di- 
ſpenſations towards my ſelf, and all Mankind. I acknow - - 
ledge it thy Bounty, that I ever was at all; and adore 
thy Mercy and Long ſuffering fox preſerving me thus 


long in the Land of the Living. My many Days and 
Years of Health and Comfort were thy Gift; and rhe 
Recoverers from former Sickneſſes, as Well aa the Pre- 
vention ol thoſe Dangers and Diſeaſes I never felt, are 


owing to thee alone. Man doth not live by Bread and 
Care, nor is relieved by Medicines only, but by the Word 
and Bleſſing, which procecdeth ont of rhe Month ot God. 


Grant me, I beſeech thee, a ſtrong and due Senſe of my 
entire Dependance upon "Thee, and Grace to improve un- 
der, and behave my ſelf in Conformity to, that Perſua- 
ſion, That whether the Means uſed for my Eaſe and Re- 
lief ſucceed, I may aſcribe all the Glory and Thanks ro 
thee alone; or whether thou thinkeſt fit to deny them 
their intended Effects, I may humble my ſelt under thy 
mighty Hand, and remember that thou, Lord, hatt done 
„wüh tha tue and heu- 


0 
» 
- 


and hear me, O King of Heaven, wen 
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venly Wiſdom, which may help me to diſcern aright the 
Reaſons, and enable me to anſwer the Ends, of this Cor. 
rection, and all other thy Dealings with me. Thar 1 
may tear the Rod, and who hath appointed it; and, in 
ali Conditions, ſubmit my felf entirely to thy good Plea. 
fure; and glorihe God in rhe Day of Viſitation. That 
fo this Weakneſs of my Body may tend to the Strengthen. 
ingotmy Virtues, and the Health of my Soul; through 
the Merits of Pim who redeemed them both at the Price 
oi his own Blood, even thy Son and our cver bleſſed Savi- 
eur, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amer. 


M. 


VP 

Of the Power of God, and the Afßfectians ariſug from 
thence, Lread of hiv Anger, and Truſt in his Pro- 
recti ou. 


J Hich way ſoever we turn our Eyes, ten thouſaud 
Objects meet us, which all Prove and Pieach to 

ns the Almighty Power of God. The glorious Fabrick 
or the Univerſe, and every thing contained therein, nay 
ven the meaneſt, and, in Humane Eftcem, moſt de- 
{picoble Creature, proclaims aloud the Omnipotence of 
irs Maker. And rhe good Order, in which theſe are 
contained, does as much magnuifie his preſerving, as their 
Exiltence does his Creating, Power. But Man necds 
not look abroad; Himſelf is ten thouſand Arguments to 
demonſtrate this to himſelf. The curious Structure ot 
his Body, the Excellencies of its Divina Inhabitant, tlie 
Soul; and the marvellous amazing Union, and mutual 
Correſpondence of both theſe, could be the Workman- 
ſhip of nothing leſs than Omnipotence. This Mixture 
of Spirit and Matter, of Periſhing and Immortal ; the 
Sagacity of the one to influence and govern, the Readi - 
neſs of the other to obey, and be actuated; The Spright- 
lineſs and Vigour; or elſe the Heavineſs and Diforder, 
and reciprocal Diſabilities, which each of theſe convey 
to the other, are moſt certainly the Lord's doing, and 
ought to be marvellous in our Eyes. But, alas! how 
Movid Man ſubſiſt one Moment even in the State of his 
Greateſt Perfection, did not this great Artificer watch 
over his own Work, and conſtantly ſuſtain it; did not 
He check and moderate that Confſict, which the war 


ring 


22S Seerose 
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ring Elements of our Body are continually engaging in? 
But eſpecially, now that the Corruption of our Nature, 
and the. Tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parent, hath let Death - 


and Diſeaſes looſe upon us: There needs no frelh, In- 


fliction; For if God be put paſſive, and withdraw ,; Þis 
Reſtraint, the Enemy is always ready to devour us, and 
we carry the Seeds of our Torment and Ruin about qur 


own Perſons. And God hath fo decreed, that every 
Man ſhall once fall by the Stroke of Death; which: in 


our greateſt Strength, in the very Bloom and Beauty of 


Yo eee to ourown Expectations, or the Fears 
reſt Friends, he ſometimes executes; to teach 
us, that our Being is wholly precarious, that we 8.— 
| i 


t 
are all concluded by a Sentence already paſs d; and all 


of our tendere 
nothing Stable here, no Title even to Life ir ſelf; 
our Days are in the Nature of a Reprieve; The prolong- 


ſhort is free from the leaſt, Shadow of Injuſtice. 


* 


*% 


U 


ing whereof is an Act of meer Mercy, as the curting 4 | 
od 


then cannot want Means and Opportunities tor this; . 
All Nature is His; The Malice of wicked Men, The 


Spight of our Foes, The miſtaken Kindneſs of our 
Friends, the Errours of our Phyſicians, and the Miſap- 


plication of their Medicines, are all directed and over- - 


ruled to this End: The Humours of our Bodies, the 
Temper of the Air, and every Element indeed, when 


he gives the Word, turn Executioners ; or, in Truth, it 


He but pleaſe to permit, the Thing will do it ſelf. He 


burns us up by Fevers, or drowns us in Dropſies, ſtrikes 


us Dead ia a Moment by Apoplexies, buries us alive by 
Palſies, or waſts us by flow and imperceptible Degrees, 
with lingring-Confumptions. Thou ſeeſt, my Soul, 
how eaſily God can do theſe, by a thouſand Inſtances 
ot Friends, and Acquaintance gon before, and by thy 
own yet more ſenſible Experience, in this worn and 
languiſhing Body ot Thioe, Thou feeleſt now, that 
no Fleſh is able to ſtand before God, and how quickly 
we are blaſted by the Breath of his D.ſpleaſue. That 
to Him alone belongs Power and Strength, and to poor 
mortal Man, nothing but Wretchednels, aud Weakneſs, 
and Vanity. | : 
II. Surely{ my Soul )had rheſe Impreſſions been freſh 


and deep upon me heretofore, tuey would have checkt 
my wild Career in Sin; and prevented many grievous 
5 R 5 b - ; 475 . 
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and bold Tranſgreſſions, which I have reaſon to fear t 
might provoke the Divine Majeſty, to caſt me upon this ] 
Red of Languiſhing. For do we provoke the Lord to 1 
Jealouſic ? are we ſtronger than He? Alas! my own I 
Condition hath taught me how vain and fool-hardy it r 
is, not only to fight againſt God; but not to fear, and L 
itand in perpetual awe of him: how fatal to play with r 
this conſuming Fire. And I cannot but with from the t. 
bottom of my Soul, that I had better confidered this h 
Point long ago, That he is a terrible and a mighty God; .Þ 
and when he enters into Controverſie with Mankind, f 
no Fleſh can abide it. Arleaſt, my Soul, let us make t 
that good uſe of this Reflection now, to be unfeignedly a 
Sorry for what is paſt; and more Cautious and Obſer- h 
vant tor the Time to come. The Flower is withered in- tl 
deed, and hangs its feeble Head; bur it is not yet quite te 
tit down; O let us yet humble our ſelves in his Fear, 0 
and conſider what a yet more dreadful Vengeance God th 
Harh in ſtore for hardned and unpertwadable Wretches. P 
It the Decays and Pains of the Bedy alone are fo grie- th 
vous, how {hall we bearrhe loſs of) Body and Soul both? gl 
how ſhall we dwell with everlaſting Burnings? If the 


Rod of God, theſe comparatively light Puniſhments re- 
2 87 to us the Terrors of his Angry Juſtice; Who can 
Yar the Approach ot that Dilmal Day, when he ſhall 
come in Thunder and Flames, to make an abſolute End 


of this whole World, and dehiver wicked Sinners over ao 
to irrecoverable Deſtruction; An Eternity of Torments? by 
leſus detend us] who can entertain even the moſt di- ſor 
tant Thought of it, without Trembling and Aſtoniſh- 0 
ment? Fall down then, my Soul, and humble thy ſelf 4] 
under the mighty Hand ot Gd; that thou may'ſt nor pr. 
periſh with thisfrail Body; and lofe no time in making 
thy Peace, but Work with attrhy might; eſpecially now, Lo 
that the Day of Life ſecms- to decline, and the Night ö 
comes on wherein no Man can Work, © © oo ha 
Hl. For remember, my Soul, for thy. encouragement, vii, 
that if thou abound in the Work of the Lord, thy La- Th 
pour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. He Pr 
15 no leſs mighty to {ave then to deſtroy: With him no 0 
Word is impoſſidle; and, if he Will, he can even yet Ie 
raiſe this fes ble Body, and reſtore it to perfect Health ; 
and Soundneſs. Nay he will certainly do it, if that be Soi, 


bcit D; ; 


Ki 
ſer ſo talſe, ſo extravagant a Value upon 


ko Hick Perſons+- 'v 
belt for me; and if it be not, he will do yet more. 
For there will come a Day, in Which tlus vile earthy 
Part ſhall be enlivened again; aud if it erumble into 
Duſt, and ſcatter in the mean while; though it pa 
through infinite different Forms, yet will He purſue this 
Body through all its Changes, collect its diſperſed Par- 
ricles, command the little Heaps of Duſt to awake, and 
tranſlate it into a Glorious and aSpiritual Body, 1 Gor. 15. 
fit for a State of Incorruption, and the Inheritance of that 

ingdom, where this Fleſh and Blood, which We nou 
: | 5 not, worthy 
to enter. I will theretore confirm my ſelf, in the Power 
and Promiſes of my God: and, with holy Job, Though 
he ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him, job 13. 15. For even 
then Iwill lay me down in hope of a Reſurection to E- 
ternal Life ; and commit my Body, like Seed, to the 
Ground; not to be loſt, but improved, by corruptin 


there. For thou, O:God, art unchangable, and t 
Promiſes without A 


tance ; and promiſed thou haſt, 


that our vile Body; ſhall be fathioned like unto Chriſtꝰs 


glorious Body, according to the mighty working, where 


y thou art able to ſubdũe all thingsto thy ſelf, Pa. 3. 21. 
"5, 6 MF OS AT oe 5-95 HAI 
IN thee therefore, O Lord will I put my truſt; let me 
never be put to Cenfuſion, but deli ver nie in thyRighte- 
1 1.5747 Di JE Inn Pos 


. buſneſs, and ſave. mp. Lo nk 
Boe thou my Stronghold, whereitnto I may always re- 


* 


fort,thou haſt promiſed to help me, for thou art my H viſe 


f Defence, and my Caſtle.” Nun. 5 
Deliver me, O my God, from the Adverſary's Hand, 


preſerue me from the Hunter of Souls: 

He layeth Snares, and is migbiy to deſtroy; but yet the 
Lord, who dwellet h on high, is mightier. 

Thou, O Lora Gad, art the Thing that I long for; Thou 
haſt. been my Hope cen from my very Dont. 2 


IThreugh thee have I been hildew up ever ſince Iwar horn; 


Thon art he that teoł me out of my Mother, Womb; my 
Pra ſe ſball be always of be.. 
O caft me not away in the Time of ng Diftreſs,forſake 
me not, when my Strength faileti me. | 
Let them be confound ed and periſb, that are againſt m y 
Seu! let the wicked Spirits be covered with Shame and 


Di ſhonour, that ſeek 50 do me evil,Plal, 71. Az 
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Ar for me, I will patiently tarry the Lord's Leiſure, 
and will put my Tyuſt in the Lora, Pfal. 27. 16. 
Fr I kuom that my Redeemer li verb, and that he ſhall 
tand at the laſt Day upon the Earth, Job 19. 25. 
And though after my Skin Worms deftroy this Boay, yet 
in my Fleſh — J fee God, Ver. 8. 

Whom 1 ſhall ſee for my ſelf,and mine Eyes ſhall behold, 
and not another, Ver. 27. Ka 973570 
For be is the Reſutregion and the Life,and whoſoever 
believeth in him, though he dye, yet ſhall he live again, 
28529443 % 25-1 IEEE TIT KEY & + 5.444 

CJlory be to the Father, &c. 
As it was in the Beginning, &c. 


| P RAT ER. 


\OMoſt glorious Lord God, Terrible in thy Judgments, 
and Wonderful in all Teen the Chil- 
dren of Men; Pofleſs my Soul, I beſeech thee; with aw- 
.ful and becoming Apprehenſions of thy Majeſty. Give 
me a ſeriousSenſe and Sorrow for ever having hardened 
my Heart from thy Fear, and provoked that Vengeance, 
which can conſume me in a moment. Lord, convince, 
me whom J ought to dread, and let me never, for the 
pratifying any ſinful Inclinatien, forget any more the 


* 


who is able to caſt both Body and Soul into Hell. And, 


as I implore thy Grace, that this Conſideration of thy 


Power may be an effectual Check to all my unruly Appe- 
rites; ſo, 1 beſeech thee, let it be my Stay and Confi- 
dence in all Dangers and Diſtreſſes. That, forſaking 
the broken Reeds of all worldly Succours, may put my 
whole Truſt in thy Mercy; and evermore ſerving Thec 
in Holineſs and Pureneſs of Living, may even in Death 
it ſelf be more than Conquerour ; Even in that Joyful 
Day, when all Enemies thall be deſtroyed; and thy 
Children ſnall come forth from the dark Priſons of the 
Grave: and ſhine like Suns in the Kingdom of Thee 
their Father. Grant this, thou Rock of my Soul, for 
thy dear Son Jekas Chriſt's ſake. Amen. | 


Mx d. 


ord wy Maker; and incurr the Diſpleaſure of Him, 
is 
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fo Dick Perſons. 11 


Mr p. III. 


Ft he Juſtice of God; And the Penitential Sorrow reſult- 
ing fromit. a „ RE 


E 


600 is 2 Being infinitely perfect and good; the 


| Supreme, the Original Good; the Author and 
Maker of all Things; and cannot therefore be ſuppoſed, 
either to hate what himſelf hath made, or to have given 


Being to any thing, with a Deſign to render it Miſerable, 


His Providence and Power, which made the Subject 
of the two former Meditations, are in their own Nature 
and primitive Intention, calculated for the Benefit and 
Security of his Creatures; and if at any time they become 
the Inſtruments or Diſpenſers of Grief and Pain, This is 
an Effect purely Accidental ; an Operation ſo Foreign, 
that it is even extorted from them, and wholly imputa- 
ble to ſome other Cauſe. And this is the Cafe of Man- 
kind; once favoured ahove all their Fellow- Creatures, 
and ſafe under the Shelter and Smiles of an Almighty 
Protector; but by their on Fault deprived of this De- 
fence ; left naked and expoſed to Miſchiefs and Suffer- 
ings ; and not only diſarmed of their ſureſt Guard; 
but in perpetual Danger of being deſtroyed; by that 
very Hand, which was formerly their Friend and De- 
tender. Oh wretched Conſequences of Sin | that did 
not only render our firſt Parents and all their Poſterity 
liable to bodily Death, and all the Diſeaſes and Pains 
that lead to it; but left a fatal Averſneſs to all Good, 
and a ſtrong Propenſion in us to all Evil; by indul- 
ging whereof we add our own actual Guilt, to That 
which our ſinful Parents had derived down to us; and 
by iniquities without number, by wilful, repeated, ha- 
bitual, and bold Tranſgreſſions, do confirm and 18551 
vate this Sentence of Death, and arm the Juſtice of od 
againſt our ſelves. I | 
IT. Wonder not then, if thou ſee ſo many dreadful 
Spectacles of Affliction in the World; nor Murmur, 
when Thou thy ſelf art bound in the ſame Ferters, and 
lore loaden with the Burden of Adverfity ; But remem- 
ber, that God is Righteous, and Thou and theſe People 
are wicked; that He is Holy and Juſt, as well as Good; 
and though he do nor willingly grieve the Cy 0 
en, 
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Men, yet their Iniquities put a fort of Violence upon 
him, which he cannot reſiſt, They quite weary him 
out, and render it impoſſible, ( that is inconſiſtent with 
the other Attributes and the Perfe&ions of his Nature) 
to let ſuch Men go always unpuniſhed. Nay even in 
thoſe infinirely more 2 Torments of another 


World, his Pertections are concerned to vindicate them- 


ſelves; for though Theſe be Terrible, above whar we 
are able to expreſs or conceive, yet are they Juſt. And 
at the ſame time that we may be apt to queſtion, whe- 
ther ſo great Severity be conſiſtent with the Character 
of our Judge, we prove the Wiſdom of our Law-giver ; 
and, that even eternal Pains were neceſſary, fince even 
all This will not contain us in our Duty, nor effectually 
reſtrain us from Sinning. ety 

III. And This, my Soul, is thy Caſe. Theſe ever- 
laſting Plagnes are the deſerved Wages of thy Wicked- 
neſs. For do but deſcend into thy ſelf, (as it becomes 
thee to do, now more oat and there take an 
exact Survey of thy Miſcries and Frailties; thy raging 
Paſſions and ungoverned Appetites; Ask thy Self, what 
Abuſes and Miſemployments of Health thou haſt been 
guilty of; Whether thou haſt not neglected and forgot 
God and Heaventoo much, and been too full of Care 
and Fondnefs for this greſænt Word; Whether thou 
haft not omitted” his Worſhip and Sacraments, diſre- 
garded his Word, or whether theſe have not been tre. 
quented formally and coldly. Examine the Heavineſs 
of thy Affections, the Wandrings and Negligence of thy 
Mind in publick and private Devotions. [ Here it ma) 
be convenient to inſtance in any other Particulars againſt 
our Duty to Goa] See again the Violations of Juſtice 
and Charity to thy Neighbour, whether thou haſt faith- 
fully diſcharged the Offices of the ſeveral Capacities and 
Relations God hath placed thee in; 4 Husband or Wife, 
# Maſter or Miſtreſs, a Son or Daughter, a Magiſtrate, a 
Subject, a Parent, a Brother or Siſter. and the like. | It 
thou haſt not been guilty of groſs and palpable Injuſtice 
in thy Dealings, yet haſt thou done wrong to no Man's 
Soul, by ill Advice, or ill Example? Nor to the Bodies 
of any, by Malice or Contempt, by ill Treatment, ſe- 
vere Ulage, Want of Compaſſion and Care for their In- 
firmities? What Reputations haſt thou injured by vo 


 thonld be extreme to mark What is done amiſs; die 
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dal and Cenſure; by falſe and uncharitable Judgments ; 
by buſie medling with Matters that concern thee not; 
by officiouſly ſpreading, or too haſtily believing: ill Re. 
ports; by e repeating, and being pleaſed 
with, Detracting or ſevere Reflections; or if by none of 
theſe, yet at leaſt by neglecting to reprove, or to diſcoun- 
tenance a ſtanderous Tongue, and to deliver the Innocent 
from its ſecret Stabs'? ¶ Here again be particular in any 
other Sins you have been guilty of againſt your Neighbour] 
Turn thy Eyes inward once more; and beheld the 
Breaches ofthat Duty thou oweſt to thy Self, the Intem- 
perance, and Irregularity ef thy Deſires; the Murmur- 

ngs and Diſcontents; the Infirmities indulged; the 
Paſſions unſubdued ; the 1 in thy greateſt Con- 
cerns; the Love of unlawful, and the Abuſe of lawfa I, 
Diverſions and Delights. Theſe are Things ſo incident 
to our State, that no Man's Conſcience can ſpeak Peace 
to him in them all; And happy art thou in thoſe, where 
chine-condemns'thee not. But know'witha}, that G 
is greater than thy Heart, and knoweth all things ; 
1 John z. 20. He keeps exact aceount of thy lurking 
Corruptions, and ſecret Faults ; the unobſerved, or the 
long-fince forgotten, Miſdemeanors of thy Life. The 
black Catalogue whereof, could they be ſer before thee, 
would give a difmal Proſpect, full of Horrour, and Con- 
fuſion, and intolerable Amazement. So that thou muſt 
of neceflity acknowledge thy ſelf a Maſs of Filth and 
Miſery ; à Wretch, that if God ſhouſd enter into ſudg- 
ment with thee; haſt reaſon to expect flothing befter 
than Indignation and Fury 7 to be ſet up as a Mark Gf 
his Vengeance, and by ſomè fWift exem lary Deſtruction 
R away into the horreſt imer of Hell. 
IV. Thus much 1 am ſadly ſenſible of, and do ſtand 
condemned out of my own Mouth. And thus far the 
Circumſtances of all Mankind are the ſame, that if God 


> " „ 1 y 


beft-of us all could not abide it, Pſalm 130. 3, l.. 
blefled be God ; though Matters are deplorable; t 
not quite deſperate, for there is Mere with Hi and 
his juſtice is Aatisfiec. Fhe Price and Pureliaſe of out 
Souls is paid; our forfeited Lives are ramomed and re- 
deemed; Our Ranſom in Value exceeds the Whole 
World ; even his oẽn beloved and only begotten * 
| ** 
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14 Meditationg and P 24 pers 
Who ſpared not his ou Lite, bur ingly poured out 
his Soul te the Death; and is ther eby become a Sacri- 
eg and Atonement for the Sins of wWretched Mortals. 
He hath publiſhed glad Tydings of Reconciliation and 
Repentance, of Pardon and Peace. He came to fave 
Sinners, even the Chief ot Sinners; our God willeth 
not the Death of any; provided they believe and ſincerely 


obey him; not according to che Shekel of the Sanctuary, 


which requires unſmning Perfection but after the Stan- 
dard of the New Coyenaat, which allows for Humane 
Frailties; accepts Sorrow for the paſt, Amendment for 
the Time to come; a; fervent Love of God, and honeſt 
Endeayours to ſerve him. This is a Say ing worthy to 
be accepted indeed; This is the Comfort and Confidence 
of poor returning Sinners; And while I can fee by Faith 
the Penalty of Eternal ee releaſed, by Virtue 

of the Blood of this Lamb of God, ſlain to take away the 
Sins of the World; Iwill ſubmit with Patience to the 
Temporal Puniſhments inflicted by my provoked God; 


and daa accept the pickpelies and Atflictions of 


! 


this preſent l. e as ſo many W. 


IV. And ſure my Soul ) we ſhall take care to make 
this good uſe of them ; For theſe are the Diſcipline of 


arnings and Calls to 


| | | y 
evil Deeds, and for my Fg 19575 that thou, 


my. God, haſt puniſhed me leſs than my Inquities de- 
3 — 1 [ ould again break, thy Commandiments,thou 


would'& certainly be apgry gill chop haditurrerly, coal 


plore th Mercy, Who art juſtly diſpleaſed with me; and 


Jeſus 


F => 


3 


ww * 1 * L * 
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thou art pl 


. "pi Sick Perfong, © . 


11 Then the Goofs in the ene . 
5s 


it Gad, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Maker of all | things, Ser. 1 
N the three Prayers at the indof the ee 
O Lord, we beſeech thee, Cc. 
O moſt mighty God, G. 
+ KY thou me, O 


Lor | 
Os & e. ſay as 2 


ris | 1 5 "Or e AS 
Fifitation « ſt merciful God Who eons to | 
N. be Sole © the Multitude of dy Mercies, doit ſo 
1 925 he Sins ot thoſe who truly repent, rhat thou 
rememhreſt them no more; Grant me, I beſeech thee, 
true Repentance, and thy holy Spirit; and then open 
thine ye of Mercy upon my langu iſhing Condition, and 
give me the Comfort of Pardon and Forgivenefs. Re- 
Bee „ moſt Fats Father,” Fhatſoever hath been 
N the Fraud and Malice of the Devil, or by my 
ce aud Frailneſs. Preſerve and continue me in 
\ is Unity of the Church; guard me by thy Power from 
all che Alſaults of the Tempter, and ſuffer him not to 
take Advantage of my Weakneſs. - Conlider, I beſcech 
thee my Cantcitian, accept my Tears, hear my own 
and others Prayerg oa my behalt, and aſſwage my Pains, 


as ſhall ſeem to Thee moſt expedient for me. In thy Mer- 
83 1 74 7 , | t a . Truſt, in thy Merey alone, 
and in the ol my crucitied Saviour ; 


Impute not, O Lord, unto me my former Sins, but 


d. to take me hence, tal me unto thy Fa- 


ſtrengthen bs with thy bleſſed Spirit; and whenever 
erits of rhy dear! y beloved Son, le. 


vour, throu 


ſus Chriſt oor Amen. 


1 EPS 1s Mz . V. I 
07 che Wiſton and (Guagneſs of God. 


1 Weis thers no other Conſideration to compoſe the 


Mind, put chat alone of our Sufferings being Juſt, 
this ſhouldin Reaſon perſwade Meekneſs, and — oem 
and Contentedneſs under them. For as che Prophet ur- 
ges very well; Wherefore doth a mortal Man complain, 
cen a Man tor the W N ot his Sin? Lam. 3. am 

C ac 


. 
* 
= 
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: e Gr 2 a 
. Med ene err N ; 
the Thief ,ppop the Zroſ%; notwithftandiggall rhe Har- 
dleviogs ot) \isf5rmor proffigate EE, yecpantiel himſelf 
1 Hutler his#Þaifts; ard feproved his yeviling Companion, 
1 with this Reflection, thattheg wore undder that CGadem- 
tion joy andi received bit che due reward uf cheir 
evil Deeds, Luꝶe zzt. Hure hade yrttabundant! 
Y more to quiet out repiningoThooghts, /andfilence all 
H Complaints; chen the Sharpneſs ot an Afffiction, of: the 
i Sufferings ofa Sick Bal Wald fhovake us to Impatience. 
Our Sins have been many and. great enough to make 
God our Enemy; and do cry but too qoud for the utmoſt 
Rigoùr ot his Vengeance; yer dre not theſe Adverſities 
the Woundsand Bruſes of an Enemy, hut che Chaſtiſe- 
ments of a Father; Oneithatſmites us indeed, bim it is 
in Righteouſneſs and Friendſhip; and only With a Defign 
to reprove and reform us. Obſerve ht hetbtnly:Eom- 


hath explained theNaterefndTntentsfhifownDifþen- 
mtions, Hebr. 18. Ny Sen 7% not Thou the Dh ng 
of the Lord, nor faint when t halt art rebutbalof i: For, 
whom the Lori lovethi he c haſtenath, and ſcourgetbÞevery 
Sou whom he receiveth. If ye endure S nhuſtenig, Vid 
acaleth with you, at with Sons, for what Sdn ii hom 
ehe Father chaſtenethi not? Furthermine, m, haue had 
Fathers of our Fleſh which correct ed us ani e guberbem 


3 Toe Father of Spirits, and'linue? For they deny for. a few 
A . Days chaſtened us after their own} Pleuſure, hut He fos dur 
= = Prefit, that we might 4 Prirtnkers 6f his Hon. Now 
q 9 Chaſtening for the prefens feernetir ta be job, but 
- grieu6us ;movertbeleſs after dials it Meldet the Pence 
ale Fruit of Righteouſneſs, mmto Phepr ! hat ure exeycifed 
-thcetb ye „e 19 1 0995 BO n (UYTINES 3 YR 
3; What now can more illuſtrate the Wifdom of P. 
vidence, than the converting pur bittereſt Cala mities 
into Occations vt out Virttie ank Happineſs ? Aud which 
t alt dur Calamities is morelikety to dbntrchute to our 
Stor mation, than thoſe of Sickneſs and Pain,? For 
"Theſe, by touching our own Perſons aue 9 N 
and grievous to be born; and by puniſhing the Body, 
tir the ſake and tervice of Which, '''meft if not all our 
Wickedneiles are committed, they met With the very 
Cauſe, and go to the Root ot the Diſeaſe, and ſo wh 


þ + 


torts the Apoſtle hath left behind, and how Cod himſelf 


Rewereuce; ſhall we not much rather be in Sub jettun io 


— 
— 
15 
7 
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tot Siet erkenn 127 
beſt fitted to perfect ilie Cute. Our Phyfician of Souls 


©, 
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5 is both skilful and kink ; he will not güte vis over out | 
of a cruel Indulgence to our o Eaſe. Our Father an- 
; ſwers diu Character and gives ſeafonabloCotreftion ro 


prevent bur utter Undoing: !: But iniall this there is the, 
P iam: ae alone © with the Tendernels of, 
t he Parent The One W a not preſcribe the bitter 
Cup, unleſs he hnew it negeffry, andi beſt for us and 
if Our Cirehmſtances call fh H rectiori, it is with Gen- 
tjeneſs and Reluctamey, With Pain and Veatrning of 
Bowels, thai the Other ſocurg ess 1d Pon 
III. De thad; therefore, my Soul, congder ho 
ogſeb tor the, and learn ti, hg thy elf} tohbie Pi- 
ſpoſals; #1 SCRE Pn mts or Due Whois 
Wiſer than Theu, and lie loves thee better thun the 
rendoreidMobher could. Do too! hLowile; confider 
why he chooks Hus; an. learn to improbs inder the 
ſeeming harſhneſs of fach Diſpenſatkns.Takeghdly the 
whaleſome Phylicl, and ſecarc: a good Operation to thy 
ſelf; Have no Deſlres or Wiſhes ot thy on, but, with a 
Conſtaut Reſet ve to tlie good Pleafare of God Think and 
be aſl ured:;that;Whathe does is beſt; Buſt im it elt, ad 
bell gor hee tod, ich dn Fauk obtract it not. Alas“ 
we Knaw not What to pray. for ase ght: and fou 
therefore beg poching politiyely, but chat God won!d. 
do Mat he ces, mot expedient, AK. theretore,; ny 
Souh, that he would make thee an lhſtrament uf kis 
own Gay that he M ould ſupport thee in rieftTryals, 
aud not ſuſter thee to be tempted above that thou alt a 
ble, that he Would command all things to work toge- 
her dox.thy. G; and. tor the reſt, take thy Savio 
or thy Pattern, anch as oft: e inka. Jak that the. 
Cup Way paſs irom thee, belure forget nt to add, from 
the very; Bottom of thy Soul, Necemhel fr, © Facher, 
not My; Wi: but Thie be: dene 
IV. And, to renden the Cup thou art now drinking 
as little unpalatable as may be, furger not alſo to ſultaim 
thy ſelf with the Comforts even r thy weakeſt Condi- 
tion ʒ and ſeriouſly to obſt rv ho] Gracibus the Lord is: 
how he hath not- Only ſpared. when thou haſt deſe ved 
Puniſhment, but in the: very midſt of his Wratli hath 
thopeht upon: Mercy It frityoPzins be not erperuat 
thank him fonthy Hüter vals of Kale iandReftrfliment + 
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18 Medittatloug and Proyers, 
If they be not acute and extremer Thank him for the A- 
bate ment and Moderation of them. If thou canſt reœruit 
thy ſceble Spitits with Sleep, thank bit for Cloſinig u 


thy Eyes, in gentle reviving Slumbers; IF et hel Ky 


Eyes Waking, thank him für tlie Opportuditienst Me- 
dlitat ig and Praying to him in the n Yea, 
rank him eſpecially for continuing tothee Thy! Uriffer- 
ftandingand thySenfſes; u F Re Hath\f#iven'theethe 
Power and the Grace tg Mike's q and holy Uſe bf 
the fe that the length of thy Sieknefs hath been o much 


2 arger Opportunity of e that important 


mange, which, not this languiſhing Body bf thine only, 
har alſqj aſſthoſe thou ſeaveſt behind in fol Health, and 


Beauty, and Vigaur, muſt ſhortly" orfgergs, If on 


endaureſt mvehʒ; conlider This is a good Merfbd of Wean- 
ing thy Affections from the Worſd, and makibg thee 
Thirtt and Pant more earneſtly after the ſaſſing Joys bf a 
better Place. It the tedious ſingring Diſtenper aſlault, 
aud almoſt weary out thy Patience, think how much 
rather This is to be choſen, than the raging Phrenſtes of 
Fe ver, or the ſudden ſtroke of un After Reflect 
pon the Condition of thoſe Wretehes, who afe fnarched 
dt of the World, it may be in an act of damting Sinz 
but however ima inſtant᷑ without ſo much as the Pow- 
er, ox the Leiſure, to ſeek Pardon or Peace, to commit 
their Sofis'to Gd, or ſo much as once implore His Mer- 
e at the laſt Gaſp. Oh! what would they have given, 
how much more would they gladly have endured, to 
purchaſe this long Warning, theſe {low and folemn Ap- 
proaches of Death, the happy Advantages thou now en- 
zoyeſt, of trimming thy Lamp, and putting thy Soul in 
rea dineſs to meet the Bridegroom at his coming ! For 
thougli we ought indeed to expect him every Hour, een 
mn our moſt confirmed Health; yet Well is it for that 
Servant, who'receives expreſt notice of his Maſter's Ap- 
ꝓrtoach, and takes care ſo to provide for it, as in zealous 
Prayers and N way to go out to meet him; and 
having on the Wedding garment, waits only tor his 
Jaſt Call to enter with Hini to the Marriage. 


Ae Aren 

r art thou fo heavy, Omy Soul ; and why art theu 

* ſo diſquieted within me Gill but thy Trufi * 
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HEwmeAimighty aud moſt Merciful God codSaviows 


arbor —— —— — thee, this thy 


2 ;1fopDick:Pevfoauss 150) 19: | 


for Tile ne bree gche Help of myCom- 
£CqMANCE, pe ee Plat » 41. J. C. „ 


+Zhe:Lard bach chat? ee e bat he hath 
21 e e e. Mels 18.58. 


þ WA Tuagments ave pig he, — 2 
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af very ace, e clean to be kron- 
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frhe-Lord's. 


ionen, 4 


conſtantiy Bipe, ond 
S 


11 
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bade 1 inmy 
2 5 my Sou, Pſal.-94- 29. 


, and id 7 


Ta 1 ala . buf deus mere, upon 
great: Miſem, Fſal. 


EE 91 i : 
lea amn Soul; Dee thee, Plal- (r. 
* fe det t he Lord do bat Jeemerh ben gad, 1 


L Un 11 


12-0120 baGlory:beetorhe or Lough by . 


gt Ge it was: in the Beginning, Or. en 2» 
los ol off Ne Ren Fre IT een hs "WS 
197 ge nn art J. FN A A R. 1 1 IF ata! :i58 


extend thy secuſtomedSeodneiſs to me thypoorSer- 
vane. nom galt upon this Bed ot Lang guithing, and gric- 


2 towards meg and — Abc — would 1. g 


keep me ſaſe under all, Nie 
e ee Nes te. hy felt. Ma 95 J 
_ * Stren 


Strength in my Weakneſs, mak 


20 Me ditarions and pers, 


dition an Inſtrument ofthy Glory; .andthe; m 
out ward Man decayeth, ſttengeben me, T beſcech thee, 


ſo much theqmoreiconmmualiywidrby:Graetant hoe 
 Snivic in the inner — — Weakndls 


add Strength toi my Fah and Seriouſneis % my Rev: 


pentance That if it be thy good fleaſure ta reſtare mei 


to my former Healthꝭ I. may/Aeads che Neſidue bot — 
Life in thy Fear andito chy Glory; on elfe grant me for 
to cake thy Miſi tation; that aſtey this paintul Life ended; 
I may dwell with theetn Life everlaſting For This o 
Lord, isthe chief, the muſt eatneſt Defire:of my Soul, 

that hHetber I live, Imaydire unta the Lord or Whe- 


ther I dye I may dye unto the Lord; ſathat Living and 
Dying Iuay be thine; through Jeſus Chriſt, my dear 


Stlz 5vig 30021000 9 W 


and only: Saviour. Amen. 
41 706 an i asi 
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1 Upon Recovery from Sickneſs," 2947951” 


G enten gore, 


1 Dangers and Diſtreſſes awaken 2 
the Deliveratices from them ought not te paſs un: 
obſer ved. The qudgments ot God extort plaints- 


nom us; and ſhall his Mercies be received in Silence? 
When he afflicts and Wounds, we ſeek him early; and 
ſhall e forget him ,-when he refreſhes and heals us? 
That ſure ere moſt unworrhy, moſt reproachiſul. The 
rather fo ; becauſe we are able to give our ſelves a very- 
plain and rational Account, ho it comes "ro". paſs) that 
w' receive Evil at the Hand of God; But the Good he 
vouehſafes us, furniſhes juſt Matter, no leſs of Wonder, 
than of Thankfulneſs. Death is the Puniſhment of Sin; 


The Diſeaſes and Decays of our Bodies are {a man De- 


gives or, and Advances toward that Death: And o 


Conſciences can find no difficulty in juſtifying theſe 


painful Diſpenſatrions. For none of us can deſcend into 
his own Breaſt, without diſcovering infinite perſonal 
Offences, which might provoke God to take this for-. 
feited "Life; and to cut us oft in the midſt of our Days, 
But when he forbears to do fo; when he checks his 
Wrath and ſuſpends the Execution of chat fatal Sen. 
tenct gon out againſt us, We can diſoern no reaſon for 
This in our ſelves; but muſt reſolve it all into the * 
chile 
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Sealed my Sor e i 
apa to the: Reg 4 
that thou Amd 'ſt. be: deprived — — of ap 4 
222 
21 thin ile wi 
* S5 2 — I here 
wonldibe an 94 J. 38.12, 
then did cheLardliſtandiby: ther and ebeegorcaee 
cauſe i ban Li | unte iter, 18.191 ND Vat 
HoNow:r this-berhe common to all 


Condition 
Mankindy th He contribute nn pat t r thei-Eihciene 
o —— uf ſuchi Goodneſs; yet in the Hinal 
one-we may. and mutt bear: à very .confulerable! part. 
We could not give the 157804 roo do dur ſelves; We could. 

not deſerve that Almigh ſhould give it us: But it 


vill lye upon us to eher ſuch Grace be not 
2 


beſtowed in Tape 4 4 one reſpect indeed, and Toy 
5 neither this, nor an 85890 the Dif 
b Pravidence can po be in vain. For 5 
we: they wilbof Neceſſity —— with fem 
ut it they do nat alt: the good FurpolesSor 
—_— were deſigned; better were it tor; Us, that 
wehad neter received them at all. The Lengthen- 
ing:out our Days, if ie do not amend ou Manners, is 
bur the Miniſtring freſh and larger tu 
—1 rat wars to aux Sins bere, and aur Torments 
1: And happier bad it been to have been fwepe 
away with a ſwift Deſtruction, than to be delivered 
fror oui Fears, and live ſuch a Lite 1 as ig 
certain to render us more miſerable in the End. For 
every 1 every Eſcape, muſt be accounted: for, — 
ow 2 are Efktertained unthankfully, will at le 
— a — to us. K will there 
* Soul; very ſeriouſly ta condider, — 
in true — — . gonſiſts, and What are the Inſtan- 


ces, by h ir mit be expr 


III. When Men do any — Kinde to each 
other, the Receiver eſtet ms himſelf obliged co pay en ; 
back again, in ſome Service or Beneſit as = is is 
what Men cannot be excuſed from, — fit Oppor- 
tonities offer; and their Cireumſtances enable them ta 

0 


22 Meditntiang and Pꝛapers, 
do ĩt. But when che Power 2 is wanting 
al 2 


we are ſenſihle, that ſo much as f 
= Friend's real Advantage, o to be made up in: 
becoming Teſtimonies ol Reſpect; In e e 
of Mind, as plaialy ſhewys that che 3 not ho- 
want the Will ne returning ſuch 
Favours in kind and to the fullã]W̃.Ü1 ũ q 
Nou the ſame Rule of Equity muſt needs hold toward 
our Great Bene factor in Heaven. e is indeed fo. great, 
thatchis Allſufficiency. can neither need nor receive any 
en. We are — Pac 22 Impotent, that 
it were t tremity of Vanity and imagine 
our ſelves capable — i 2 ai Wo 
_— is ſoto — our — _ — gore cs 
arid may plainly perceive us duly ſenſible of his Boun- 
ty. Nowy — only be demonſtrated hy — conſtant 
and Zealous Care to Pleaſe and Honour him; by taking 
Delight in the Obedience he hath enjoyn'd ds, and teſti- 
fying by our Practice that we eſteeni the Service of. ſo 
Hberal a Maſter our moſt reaſonable Duty; and. porſe 
Freedom.  -Altho? therefore our Lips ought to ſet forth 
the Praiſes of the Lord, and his Kindneſs4hould ever be 
in our Mouths;'Yet are thoſe Praiſes neyer ſet forth ef- 
fectually, yet is that K indneſs never acknowledged as 
— — except our Lives and every Action publiſh it. 
The Profeſſions of Gratitude are of no conſideration in a- 
ny caſe, farther than they expreſs the inward Sentiments 
of the Heart: That Heart cannot be truly graretal, 
vrhich does not labour 3 — hy > Bute lcans to 
approve it ſelf to the Perſon, whoſe Debtor it is: Aud 
ho this is to be done to Almighty God, his own Word 
hath informed us; by deelaring, that che Man who tru - 
honours him ill order his Conder ſation ani ghe, Plalago, 
2 34 that They who/love him will giveTeſtimony. of their 


Affection by: keeping h Commandumentg, John 14.18. 


that ths Goes and Forbearance ef Gad doæs (in its no- 

tural and deſignediTeudency both) lead tu Regent anc a, 
Rom. 2.4. and even centre Men ta dive ne lenger to. 
themſelves nt to Him who hat h done ſo- great things 

for pt min orogartfortio info Glue gs 1 5 
1Y.T:eicinreRefletions ſo ſelf-evident, ſo very oh- 
viorandoatcdrel to every Man, that ſeldem are any re- 

Marlcabie e tities, undergone, or Deliverauces . 
S = (d, 
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reggae seas 
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- fo; D@ickPerfons;: 23 
ed, de beast 4: them in our Minds. Few Wretche s 
are ſo hardne ickedneſs; fewiſo abandoned and 
wg ro all Senſe of Sod and Goodneſs, — inthe Seaſons- 
Sickn Ind Dans 3 fee their pat Follies with 
Difpleaſuxe and Giſcerfi theReaſonableeſb ofForfaking 
them.  Bur-this's He general Unhappinel! owe me 
Great Fault of moſt Men that this R 
wears off, and their ghd Triteations! cool — The 
Smart of the Rod 2155 andthe Succeſs of che Correcti 
on is loſt with it: The Heaſch ot the'Bodyigrows more 
confirmed; aud the CHnſcienee hardens in proportion co 
* Conttwution,* And tliùs the Man returns to his old 


V. a Hos l with the me e 


a ba GAN f = Art pm 3: or 
de when J Was in Trouble; and confider, that Th 
were not to he tranfient fent and occaſional Reſolutions; - that 
they were intended tor laſting Obligations, aud cannot 
r _ ed, unleis they influence the Re- 

& 68 it 2 graciouſliy reſtored to me. E 
8 18 AY ok band * as One raiſed from the 
Dead j and fa voured with' Life a fecond time, that from 
hrencetontWT might e 44.2 ee the Gift tothe Ho- 
not of the Giver, who hath thus, as it Were, created me 
afreſf. He law Ir better upon my Requeſt to continue 
me looger in his State of Tryal, and I on = ne — the 
more earneſt heed, that every Day added 
Vears may prove a higher Advance in Piety and —— 
thet none of my Holy Purpoſes languiſh or dye, as. eo 

have formerly done; that this late Ap 


th rave may perpetual warn me of my Fr 
A eee gment ſhall actoa 1 | 


overtake me, (as GOO met — certaialy will 
I may not be found leſs provided to meet my I. than 
this laſt Summons left me. 

For ean I reflect upon my hate Weakneſs, and harbour 
an Imagination ſo vain, as that this Body, in its greateſt 
Vigour, may promiſe it ſelt an everlaſting Continuance ? 
Can I obſerve this Youth of mine rene wedd as the Eagle's, 
and attribute itro any other Cauſe, than that Alm 
Power and Infinite Goodneſs of Him; who.w 


Kea FENG makes alive, after —— 


24 Peditat ions and Prayers, 
his own Will? Can I acknowledge my preſent Recoe- 
eee Power and Goodaels, and dot 
cover the indiſpenſable Engagements, which lye pon 
nie. Fa KeſomeTuitable Retary | And whatRerurn 
is polible, Whae To proper, 1o acceptaÞ!2, 25.thar. ofa. 
thankful Heart ; 7 diligent eee Soy 
cy ; a Lite in every part of it entirely dedicated td Hi. 
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it Upon {6 many accounts His o m/) oo 6 

V. I ill therefore be frequently aging over again 
thoſe Solemn Exerciſes of Repentance:performed in the 
Bittehefs of my Soul; and by the Repetition ſhew that 
the gobck Thovghts 1 entertained continue. to be the 
ERA ſeltled Senſe of wy more compolcd Mind. 1 
wHr@ridly examine, What Faults. committed, what, 
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Dattes neglected or butflightly perſormed, pat Abu-. 
ſes, or what Failgres in a right Improvement, of Health 
heretofore, might probably have proyoked-; God to caſt 
me upon the Bed of Sic kneſs, and reduce me to ſuch, Ex. 
tremity of Suffering. I will thank the Lord for giving : 
1 me warning by this Affliction, but «ſpecially; for touch- 
A ing and ſoftning my Heart, and inſpiring me With god 
ly Sorraw, and holy Purpofes; And to my own Endea- 
vours T-will add my moſt fervent Prayers, that the Con- 
tintrance of his Grace may, out of this painful Chetiſe-: D 
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of a a pious 7 And even to SOV Ede Enemies, b 

. neſs and Forgiveneſs, even as God, for Cn a 's ke, 
eff Fg, ompaſſion;on Me, ,1 will wake it m Bo 7 

to bet make Al 12 80 Day more in love with Reſig 
Nee n 575 that 1 may i in 
1 Pane 11 0 88 to the Abominatiops of this 
AE Age in which I live, and adorn the Dori ine 
a La Jefus Chriſt, or ac} rey 116 from. this 
owar 'Generarion.. Ina Word a 1. WI be fure.thar 
;theFenl 8 Of * God's Mercies, Ming, his 
bur live, and oM, 
| ting forth Fruit, and in Alugace me powerfi ly to 

the” Vet our of my Leite | 
Or WL ny Squl, that any. Relplation Aube 


too Th ich any En cavgurs too much, upon t bis Occaſi- 


ot; 7575 75 all that 75 rome mor. me tor Py. 30 
Dee as, and for 


hath puniſh 15245 me les than mj lui qutties elerve,and 


a ven me 5 a Deliverance as this; ſhould L again 25 | 


1 17 25 Wanld 7775 thenbe angry mich me 
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FE IE my God, Thou art. 1 ling, T0284 
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26 Meditations and Pzaperg, 
when they live byxiracles of Bounty and Io 
live 7 en Him, and bank br. Hon 
that ſpared Beg ? The e more ſignal and 'pirricular bis 
- Goodneſs hat Reel the fins and more in ſupportable, 
no doubt, will be that Wrath, whith huruned and impe- 
nitent Wretches treaſure nptot hemtſelves againft c he Day 
F Wrath, and ion 72 55 775 Judgment of 
God, Rom, 2. 5, So that oux bleſſe ition 
ro the impotent Man i in effect che Voice of Reafori and 
every Man's own Conſcience. ” Each 3 77 each E- 
Tcape calling out ſoudly to the Receiver, din 110 more, 
leſt a worſe" thing come um thee, John s. 14. 
Ad how indeed can it be expected, that infinice? 
worſe ſhould not come, when. neither Se 
drive, nor S Vs and Kindneſs 5.4 to Amend- 
ment; when neither Corretting n ring can do 
any Good ? The Cr ſnces of t hol? Men are dan- 
gerons, whoſe Diſtermper only is but Theirs 
muſt needs be dare ang d mortal wh Ger Reme- 
dies feed and i e their Diſcaſe. AF p Pulling = 
1 be both in vain, the next Sentente up? nth 
arren Fig-rree #,.'Cuf it down, \ by cumbreth (it the 
Ground, Luke 13. The Ax is alread' 0 to the Root, 
and if it be liſted up to give the fatal Stroke, the End 
of every Tree whic bri ngeth nat Logs  £00d Fruit we 


are . told ſhali be, 10 be hurt unquenchable 
Fire, 1 1 1 {45 
VII. Theſe things and ſutary — will be 
apt upon ſuch Occafions to one them 155 Ne plied 
well and warmly to my Conſcience," Ad ery 


great and happy force, in formingr 
© regulatiig my Conduct for the Tine 19 — 7 
Recollection of God's abundant Mercies Wildente 
Breaſt with holy Gratitude and fervent Love; ſuch as 
would keep me everpathonately dæfirous to P ay the juſt 
Tribute of my beſt Service in Return, and cheertully 
to run the Way of his Commandments. The Rethem- 
brance of his judgments wilt poſſeſs me with an awful 
Fear of diſpleaſing him, and convince me, Dy my own 
Experience, that no 5 can ſtand before im, when 
he is angry, Pſal. 76. My late Latiguiſhing and feebie 


Condition will be a ſeaſonable and lively. nden 
What this trail mortal Nature: ie, Theſe will teach * to 
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rhe World, as 2 Perf * ph. 
: OL as 4 erſon v o Nat re no 
Saeed uy goth Har pag to ſeek One to come, Hab. 12. 
f awhom uſt not, from even the moſt confirmed 
alch, Emterian 8 0 fond ProſpeRts and vaio Con- 
fidences FONT a may Temes me to prelume 
E e ance,. and my e 
gebe 1 e n Much rather ou * 1 
them ever t; apdboth the dai 
1 of Mortality mo 85 Neighbours, and che ſenit- 
pO 117 ſu del Ching es which happen to my 
141 qui e to meet that Lord, who 
ath Sr inuſelf ro a Thief in the Night, and we 
he 155 4 in ſuch an Hour as ef hink 
7s atth. 2-4] Thus ſhall 1, by ns 2 
lege A aut Advantage our of Tem 
Evils, 8 5 ve 5 7 . K W dome of Provi ence 
even in m ett 1 ations " Convert tlie 
Pains and Piſeaſes of a eh peak g Body, into Inftru- 
Pi of S and en 8 2 Immortal Soul; 
5 happy occaliqon of acknowlcdgirig with 
8580 7. that Ir 75 goed for me to have been iu Trouble, 
ſince by that 7 281 learnt more diligently to practiſe, 
more f ly to perlevere in, h ee en I 97 (. 
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PRaiſe : my Soul ; entail they eine 
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Praiſe the ae and facger mae alt hin h.. 
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Ver. 22 
| Whecer expreſs the noble Act the Lord, er ſber⸗ 
fort all: bis Praiſe, i006. 2 0 

: Which forgiveth all thy Sims: and. bealctall thine 
 Infirmitizer, Pal. 103. 3 

Whichſaveth 40 Lf: rom efiracico: and crownzth 
thee wit . Loving. Hudneſ e, Ver. 4. 
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Mich Jatisfieth thy Mouth with 1 ibs ng: ; making 
the Young and as an Eagle 


2 bis: Arrows: Buck {af an. 3 1 bis Hand preſet 
e, Plal. 38. 2. 


ere was no Health in my Fleſh, becouſeof, his Diſ- 
15 {ure-: neither was there any ug 4 Bene rea- i} 
Hay ve Ver. 3. Me T7 1 . f 
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Krenn 


My Soul abhorred ali mamer of Meat : and I wat even 


gad at Dent h, Door, Plal. 107, 8. 
Then cried I unto thee, O Lora; aud ot me ra my Lord 
right hxmbly, Plal. 30.8. AB 5 3 


Jh, O my God, tale me uot ] I in he miuſt of, 


e nene 
mine Age; as for thy Years they endure t hroig hour all 
Generations, Pſal. 10. 24 


Bu what profit is there in My Bled; when dun 


r (ne nina od ng atk 
H ar my Prayer thei, O Lord, \and with thine Ears 
canſſaler my Calling: bold not thy Peace at MY Tears, 
Plalo-39513, | vant Se 40 % Sou aan tm 
» Ofpare me a little, that Imaj recover my Strength ; 
befure I go hence, and be no more ſecn, Ver. 15, | * 1 7 
So when 1cried unto the Lord in wy Trouble; e deli- 
were me out of my Diftreſs, Pſal. 10%. 19. 
He ſent his Word aud hea ed ine: ana I was ſi 24 rom 
my Deſtruction, Ver ao, i a 46) AQ wants 
O what great Troubles and Adwvexſities. heft thou 
thewed me, and jet dia ſi thou turn and.quicken me: Tea 
an broughteſt me from the deep of the Earthagair, 
fal-2rovt oc hy. he gs. ROT ond 


th.rqore will I praiſe thee and thy Faith[ulneſs, O 


Ged; Ver. a0. Iwill oſter unto my Ged Thankſgioing, ond 


fay my Vows unto the moſi High, Plal. So. 14 Ä 
For the:Greavc cannot prarſe tees Dear ki canal. celc- 
hr ate thce ; They that go down10 the Pit carmataeclare 
; 297 Truth, Iſa. 38. 18. | F920. 2 18 I N % 
but the Living, the Living he ſha praiſe thee, as 1 
Ac rh Day; the Father tothe Children ball make 
Au ⁰n the Gocdneſsof the Lord, Ver. 19. 
and they that know thy Name, will put Heir tnuſt in 
Tree; for thou, Lerd, haſt ne ver failed them that ſeck 
1/7regPlall 9:40 . cad gan, 
As for me I will give great Thanks wntothe Lord with 
my Mouth; and Praiſe him among i he Multitude, Pſal. 
109. 29. N 21 W671 Pita" * 
O come hit her ond Harken all ye that fear God ; and 
I will tell you what hchath dn fur my Soul, Pfal. & 6. 1. 
__T1was 772 miſery and like unto him that is at the point 
to dye, Plal. 78. 15. but He deli vert meaout: of all my 
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Tar Plal. 34. _— 
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22 - By 755 Iſai 


445 . fox Sick Perk ang '> | 39 5 


* the Lord. * oe Hel vr hls, it] TY not Failed, 
LA Ao I bad bee 10 lee, BRI Re e 


a nie up . onen A 
Von / urued m Hea vineſs: ing Joh thy: bot 
5 a 0 90 Mr 3 "an e me with 8 
Pfal. 30. 1 t 54 
Lard. ir, my Se 5 95 and »1 Sd, 5 M 
22 truſted ed 11 him, Jay Fan 42000 eren. therefore 2 


Pe 5 oth for Joy, and. in my Seng well 1 e bim, 
pO 50 wtifirtis thy Giothils hin h 2 bl laid nd. 


tor thern that love thee, and t hat thou h e ed for 
Lee pu their trifin. Me, eben bas he. Sons of 


Alen, Pſal. 3 * . ene 


O ye thu 5 De the Lord, feb that” yo gte Re chi ns 
TH, fs evil. the Lord. pT ge. hr he Soul of: the 
aithful, Be deli were h th from the Hand 0 ſhoe 
Wi 7 One, Pfal.97. 10 
__ and Truth halls Hollow me all thi.D f Day: 17 
7 5 Li . 85 will doell in 1. Houſe of th: Lord fer 
even, 23 
will keep the Wy We ths 25 aud wilt 55 fate 
Ip God u 755 cke dee, \Pfak- 18. en 
Fm baue an Bye wnto all bis Laws aud wills wor caſt 
047 his. Commandments from me, Ver. 22 
Pruiſed be the Lord, who hath nat len my Praje fr; 
nor tuell his Mercy from me, Pal. 65, 18. 
a, bleſſed be th Lori Gd, HD Gif of 2 
wh: <> o doth wondrous things, Plal. 22.8 


' And. bloat be.the Name of V Majeſty for euer: a1. 
let all the Earth be Fen pith h:s e e 5 
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be: Wor id withour end, Amen. 
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0 Moſt nighty God and merciſul Father, Wondler ful in 
_._ thy VDoings, and Gracious in all rhy Diſpenſations to- 
ward the Children of Men; Ithy ununrthy Servant pro- 
Atate my {elf before thee, wirbrall the fer vent Affections 
of a grateful Breaſt, acknowledging it thy: Goodneſs. 

rhat I am ndt long ago e ben Ward, be 
chat nen and correfed me, but thou ha not gi uen me 
our unte Heat h. Bleſſed therefore be tlat Divine Wif 

don. which faw 'this' late Afflistion ſeaſonable, and 


- wovid not ſuffer me to periſh in my Folly, for want of 


fuch 5 0 Warning. Blefied be that tender Com- 
pion, Which in the midſt ot Wrath remembred Mercy, 
which made all my Bed in my Sickneſs, which paſſed by 
wy Impience, and many Infirmiries; anct incl ined a 
S3/iing Far tothe wandriujg and difcorpoled Supplica- 
tions, of 2 poor feeble Wret ch, when he cried umto thee, 
5n His extreme Anguiſh and Diſtreſs. Bleſſed be the pow. 
er*:i} Influences of that Grace, u hich diſpoſed my Heart 
er : Confideration-and Repentance. Nut. abqve all, Blef- 
id forever be that Powder and Gaadoeſs which;by ſpa- 
ring me when T had deſerved to be urterly eut off, hath 
Swen me Opportunity to make goor thoſe Holy Reſb- 
2108, ich thy Grace s when 1 was in Krovble. 
Loder this Goodneſs of thine, and my own' ſerious 
' Porpoſes of Amendment, never flip out of my Mind; but 
yreſerve in me a conſtant tender Senſe of the ndifpents- 
We Obligations I lye under to better Obedience. Make 
me every Day more and more ⁊ealous in promoting rhy 
Glory, and the Good of my Brethren: Aon er a- 
ved from Deſtruction, for this very End that the Re- 
ma inder of my Life ſhould be employed in the Setvice 
of my gracious Deliverer: In this Senſe, O my God, I 
| ums“ offer and preferr unto: thee this Soul and Body, 
reſcued from Hell and the Grave: Beſeeching thee to 
Keep them thine for ever. O let not the Return of my 
Health produce a Relapſe into my former Sins; but be- 
come an laſtrument of the Hemet Honour, of my own 
ſtricter and more ſtedfaſt Vertue here, and my more ex- 
uiſite Happineſs hereafter. O] that the Talents of 
Time and Abiliry to do Good, which have been hereto - 
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e that the ſhining Graces of an exempla- 
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A Lhave been ſo particularly favo To wn — 
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le, to love these . d. fervently, 50, {exve biber 
aer bel f ole in thee mere 2 17 Au. 
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Thee, O Lord, 
au dailypourefs th A 4 upon de, Plgl. 68. 19. 
Thee, w Y 8 5h failoſt on e chem that [eek thte, 
Pia), . rn Thee, whoſe: Mercies are ſweet, whoſe” 


„ - Lowing-kindneſt is better t han Life it elt, Pall 6 * 


| whole Service is perfeſt freedum, andin keeping, whole 


Commandments there 14 exceeding great Reward, Pat. | 
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Ant pee lr, ler not thy abuſed Mercies ever rite up 
im ſudgmenr aging r m_ O may my paſt Sufferirigs 
- workin me grent yi dly Fear; that fromm 
Them may conffrm ny Ein Faich, 2 Patience, and 
an eritire ee thy Wilk and wiſer Choices far 
me. Bring backt frequent to my Reme mbrance the 
1 3 785 ponrec ou inthe Birrerneſs 


25 1 Tee, . fe my God: 121 7 11 any ug! 
nd; rafiruichi25 thiy-Regovery, 1s Only 
E our a little that Span of Pife, which 
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iu cent, I may be fund ready ts weet him and te 
yp a Marriage. Een fo, Shen 725 
Grant me in ſuch e 2415 * & rt + 1 
ri 7 1 lee 4 7 the things 1 : 
thy Grace « xl} Grace 1 
| — up 1 1 1 tranil {ldredto my anc 
Joy. All which own Merits hen Ci 
iy Metiator and d hom wick the 
and Holy Spirit; be 580 ab 18. 197 due, 1 5 
aucb every Aure, An Honour and Glor 
and Power! "Thankſeivitig and Praffc;'antt 2 Acts = 
ogg Keaton Au for Eyermote. Amen.: 2 
ro nah , oy . 
May 7s 8 My v. vi. Rr e een 
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the Judgment, Heb. 925 22. Sd lays tlie Selle of C 
himſelf;and"what ist hus fa none cin , reverſe} 5 
none can eſcape. That then, whic Fr for 
who lyse under this Sentence, to lien an wy Dope 
rhar we may dye, as Oey be 
18, a8 Perſons, who ex to Geer 2A Account of oy 
Things' done in this Nat 0 and to receive a Recompepce 
accordingly, whether it be Godd or Bad, 2 Cr. 75 — 
But who may abide that Day? O wh ;0 hal fand/w 
the Lord appeareth? W Who 7 8 — 2 When not ly Te 
- Thing ir ſelf, but the 4+ 9 8 and l 

ly. tue Approaches of, it are ts Dyin For N at 
more ter7ible co mortal M ben 18 N 
more ſo to ſinful Man, than ing ge t yer, 
my Soul, ſince theſe mult unavoidably an let üs ſee, 
What Courſe can be taken, to 1 a little, and i eve 
cile us to them: Nay, let us . if it be not og hon 


ahh to bear em ae Ltenenre e t 


What ail the livingCrearion here below Me as in com, 
mon with our ſelves... And hat is, Dying? It isa Cea- 
ſing to Live after the manner e now do; it is a Remo- 
Ya!, or rather an Eſcape; from a World of Misfort unes 
82d Miſerics; of Sorrow and Difguier ; of alice w_ 
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5 and keepi ng: us ce ee to a juſt and per- 3 
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ent, Sting indeed, which i 
180 185 0s i Sy e This i . 6 
nothing can re Heye, hut the omforts of true Repen- 34 
tance, of a Saviour ſacrificed to 1 aan and make full I 
RET for our Offences, a Title to our part in that 1 
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34 Meditations and Pzayers 
. Expiatian; and the Fayour ofa reconciled God, And 
theſe, I hope, are Comforts which belong to For 
do but hear and obſerve(my Soul) what NN ords 
Holy Spirit * ſpoken * * e {any Men 
u, we haut an Advocate w th the abe Jeſus 22 
the Righteous; 2 hers the Fropit i ati m for our Sins, 
Ahn 2. 1, * Chriſt hath dyed, Who he that con- 
demnerh ; Lea, Chriſt is riſen again and ſeated at the 
Right-hand of God, Fong. 1 a perpetual Interceſſor, and 
mighty Saviour toall them that come to God b him. 
He and 7 9 told thee, that what the Infirmity of the Law 
£ 


1 Aa ſh could not do, Chriſt hath done for us, 
& 4, that he knows and hath felt our Weak- - 


Hes and will not fail to make large and very gracious 
Allowances for them; that Jeſus hath waſhed us in his 
own, Blood, Rev.1. 5. 'and though our Sin.be'a8Scarler 
et upon our true Fee they ſhall be White 5s 
ow, I/. 1. 18. up then, and Ee thy 
coming n the Cloud +; Thou mult be jadged, tis true 
y Nee mer ſhalt be thy Judge. © 'to whoſe 
SHR ou chooſe to ſtand, 1 to thy bel 
riend's, to! 10 Pho loved thee ſo dearly, as to oy 
for Thee; to be made Sin and a Curſe for Thee, tha 
thou mi nteſt be made the Nighteouſneſs otGodinHini? 
This is thy ſure Confidence, and Heaven and Earth may 
pass away, but his Merits and Fromiſes can res tail, 
Hnd be hath promiſed; chat all who re epent and belieye, 
ind fer ve and love him, Mall be faved in that Day, and 
be where He is, to behold his Glory, John 17. N, 
not to behold only, bur t to enjoy it; ro live and reign, 
with the Son of God himſelf: Fo or duch he bach made 
Sons alſo, Heirs of God, and To a-heirs with er 
Ram, 8. 17. of an Inheritance! incorrupti 
and chat faderh not away, reſerved fot 
vens, 1 Per. 55 Andi if 1 know et love 604, 1 


EY that I ll de with kim, ang. delike hn, and 
e him as he is, 1 J%n 3.2 

Oh giorious Day, which thal bring ag me to che 
aal and inſeparable E njoyment of my dedreſt Saviour 
and moſt cel God? When this Veil of 'Fleth {hall 


de done away and Spiritual Joy, and Peace, and Kno-]. 


eee, and Love ſhall for ver abgund? "Bleſled be thy 
n wir Name, 


. 
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Friends Weep,not for Me, but for Themſelves who are 


fil! in a State of os, and Temptation, ot Vanity and: 


Miſery; from which they that die in the Lord are for e- 
ver freed. Tell them, that we ſhall fe one another a- 


0 They, and I, and all God's Children 


Souls, ho have got the ſtatt of 1 92 TOUTE 
om" n ſhall 8 
rious, a joyful Meeting, ar the Reſurrection of the | 


uſt. 
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26 Meditations and Pzayers 
Me ſhall all go together in a Place, whence Tearg and 


Mourning are for ever baniſh'd; where the Viſion of 
_ » God, the Service of the Lamb, the Company of Angels 
and Saints, hall miniſter eternal Matter of, Praife and 
Oy, and our 4 wil exceed all we can copceive, 
a, opc' 


8 Mens hope for. And now, O Death, where is thy 
Ling Grewe, where if N Piftery 7. 


N 4 1g ve oo + 5 . + va 1. 55. 
"banks be to God, Which hath” given vs the Vis oy, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore my Soul) 

be thou ſtedtaſt unmovable, always. 2bonnding, in the 
Work of the Lord, for as much as 1 am. aflured, that my 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


e 


hd, neee ee 
fle Tam at Home in the Body, I am abſeut fromthe 
Led; for I wall by Faith not by Sight; Therefore 1 
am confeaent; and willing rather to be abſent from the 
Body, and to be priſ-nt with the Lord, 2 Cor. 5.6, , 8. 
Lora, Whom have I in Heaven but thee 7 ant here ts 
none upon Earth: t hat I deſire incompariſon of thee,ÞPſ.7302.5, 
My Fleſh and my Heart faileth, but God is ſtill my 


Strength, and my Life, and my Portion for ever, Ver. 26. 


. Fearfulneſs and Trembling are come npon me, and an 
Borrible Dread bath over whelmed me, Pſal. F C. . 
For the Enemy of Souls crieth out aloud, and the ungo d- 


ly One comet h) on ſo faſt: he is minded to do me ſome Mij- 
chief, lo maliciouſty is he ſet againſt me. But I am th ne, 
O ſave me; I am bough* witha Price, O Jeſus, even 
with thy moſt precious Blood. am one of thy Sheep, re- 
buke this ravening Wee, for thou art greater than he 
aud none is able to pluck me ons of thine hand. 
Ian that takeſt awaythe Sins of th:World have Mer. 
cy upon me. Thou that takeft away the Sins of the World 
receive my Prayer; Thou that fitteſt at the right Hand 
of God, have rey on me. [Communion Service.] 
Thau, Lord, art fu J. Compass and Merce e l 2 fer- 
ing ana of great Geodneſs; O deal not with me after my 
Sint nor reward me according to my inguities P. 103.3, 10. 
Ton . wh:reof we be made, and remembreſi that 
we are but Duſt, Ver. 14. Loo graciouſly t heref ore upon 
my Weakneſs ; Pity the Interruptions and Imperfechous 
of my- Prayers ;, Pardon; what I cannot now do * 45 
8 . . ; * ; ea 
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ſteady and compoſed” Zeal, and a n 
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34 arr, oh, Þ $1304 «hd Has W130 
Theu knoweſt, Lord, the Secrets. of my-Soul) flus "wat 
merciful Earl to my. . Para que, Lard ina hy. 
Iy;:0G0d,mift mighty, O half and merciful 8avurour;theu - 
mb worthy age eternaliſa Fer me mes} ny EO » 
any Pains of Death to fall from thee, Buxia Sexe 

- Faithful 3s h: that hath ſaid, I will never lead hee 

nor'fortake-thee, Heb, 13. Lord, grant mi be] 1 | 


» ttt A e „ 4 * 5 
det Mien Per 
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and ſenſible Experience of this. moſt; gracious Prom 
2 and ſave 7 e him that 
would eat me up, Plal. 57. Deliver my Soul from the 2 
roaring Lion, who goeth about cont inually, ſeeking 1 
whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5. (ie n 


Lora, I commit my Soul unto t hee,as into the bands of 
Spare it, O God, and let it be thive in the Depths 
t hou makeſt up thy Jewels, Mal. 3. In the: Hour - 


P Pad. "= J 0 Is "of 
Death, and in the Day of Judgment, good Lord, deli. 
f ˙ bt ONE | 
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TTT. ͤ OB B os 1 OR 
Q) Almighty Lord, Father of Mercies and God of Il 
= Compre,. 1 flee 115 Ie — 2 ho — 
great Extremity ; molt humbl be ſeeching thee, to ſup. 
e ſtrengthen me in the laſt Conflict of-tmy Lit 
eliver me trom the Snares and Terrors of the Wicked 
One, ſuſtain my Agonies with the peaceful Comforts of 
a quiet and good Conſcience, and of perfect Recon 
ciliation with thee my God. Lord, as thou bringeſt 
me nearer to thy ſelt, ſo let my Love, and my Defires 
of thee be ſtronger. And O that it may pleaſe thee in 
thy abundant Mercy, te afford e ſome ſweet Fbretit 
of future Bliſs, that I may triumph even in Death it Nef 
But if in this I know not What I ask; yetat leaſt (offer. 
not my Faith to be ſhaken, nor thy loving Kindneſs t 
tail ; and however thou dealeſt With this corruptibſe 
Body, ler my Soul, I implore thee; : be precious in thy 
ſiglir. Waſh it in the Blood of the immaculate Lamb 
t God, that all its Pollutions being purged and done 
away, it may be preſented Pur and without ſpot bef6re® 
thee, and be received into thy everlaſting Kingdom, 


chrough | 


v2 . 
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33 Meditations and Pzayers, &c. & 
= 45 2 Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt; thy 
dnly Son; our Lord and Saviour, Amex, , Ig 

-— ShotEjJacvLraTtions. for the laſt Extremities. 
' > JPBelieve, bleſſed Jeſus that thou fhalt come to be my 
„ae; 11 pray thee help thy Servant, 
won thou haſt redeemed with thy precious Blood. 
O make me now to be numbred with thy Saints in 
Glory e 5 [Te Deum.) 

The Snares of Death compaſs me round about, and its 

Pains get hold upon me, Pal. 116. Hap thee, OGod, to 

deliver me, make haſt, O Lord, to 7 Pſal.7 o. 

Thy Kingdom come, O Goa, Thy Will be done, in 

Earth as it is in Heauen. 

Lord Feſus, receive my Spirit. 

Come, Lora Jeſus, come quickly. 


Theſe laſt may be uſed by the Friends and Standen 
by, with the neceſſary alteration of the Perſon, after, 
che ſick Party is diſabled from the uſe of them. 
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